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from our viewpoint...

Solemn thoughts
on Memorial Day

veteransburied there.
A mist wasfaling. At times, it turned into a steady rain ac-

theAmericanflagswent.

Ittakesabout an hour for thevolunteersto walk thecemetery,
which has over 7,000 graves. About 740 of those are veterans.
thereareafew that trace back to the Civil War.

Sutton wasasked why theflagswerebeing put outintherain.
going to put out theflags.”
held at the Veteransof Foreign Wars' Hall with over 120 attend-
talked about what the day meansto him. He used the pattern of
speech, saying that theformer president would probably bedis-
appointed in how this special observance hasbecomelost.
placeflowersonthe graves of thosethey remembered.
read, at theend therewasspecia mentionof Sgt. Derrick L utters,
whoisnot buried here. Sutton, who keepstrack of all theveter-
May to May.
inlrag. Thedeathtoll isnot climbing asitdidin previouswars,
such asthetwo World Wars, Koreaor even Vietnam. However,
it does continueto climb closer to 2,000, and we aretold to ex-
years.

Testing theAmerican resolveiscertainly part of what theter-
roristsaredoing. Wearecommittedtoactionby our political lead-
ers, and must ask our military to perform under tough circum-
stances.

Looking back at this Memoria Day, we should be thankful

pray our troopsreturn safely to their homesand families.
— Tom Betz.

Trueto her word, Mazie Sutton was on duty at the Goodland
Cemetery at 5:30 a.m. on Monday to hand out flagsand coordi-
nate the volunteersto decorate the graves of the more than 700

companied by rolling thunder as the volunteers walked along
therowsof gravestones, looking for the special markerswhere

Twogravesdateback tothe Spani shAmericanWar of 1898, and
Her answer was, “| don’t supposethe soldiersand sailorswere
givenachoiceabout fighting intherain or themud. Yes, weare

Becauseof thedampweather, theMemoria Day serviceswere
ing. Pastor Scott Grimshaw of the Emmanuel L utheran Church
President Abraham Lincoln’sGettysburgAddressfor part of his

Going back out to the cemetery in the afternoon to help pick
up the flags, it was wonderful to see the many people thereto

Whenthenamesof theveteranswhodiedinthepast year were
who isremembered asaformer Goodland citizen and hero, but
ansinthe cemetery, saidthere 14 diedinthepast year —that is

Even aswe pause to remember theloves ones and those who
died in the service of their country, we read about more deaths

pect to have soldiersin Middle East and Asiafor several more

for thegood rainstheareahasreceivedinthepast few days, and
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The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel comes letters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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Fun on the beach in Georgia

Wearrived at thereal estateofficeat midnight,
and we had no placeto stay.

Weweresupposedto spendtwodaysonTybee
Island, asmall resort off the Georgiacoast, with
our daughter Felicia and her husband Nik.
Younger daughter Lindsay and her boyfriend
wereto show up near theend of thetrip for aday
onthebeach.

Feliciamade the arrangements for usto get a
condofortwonights— Thursday and Friday. She
and Nik had plansto take off at noon on Thurs-
day sowecoulddrivethethreehourstotheisand.

But, their company, MorrisDigitalWorks, was
getting ready tomovetobigger quartersandnoon
became 4:30 p.m., which became 6:30 p.m.

| wasn't surprised or upset. | figured, withthe
move, they had been fooling themselves, think-
ing they could get off early.

So by thetimethey got home, packed, fed the
cats and | eft the dog at the sitters, it was nearly
dark.

Finally, however, we were off to the island,
with swimsuits and sunscreen, ready for ashort
night and along day onthe beach.

We had careful directions from the agency
which handled thecondorental . Wewereto stop
attheir office, andif it wasafter hours, they would

cynthia
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® Open season

leave our key in the mailbox with our name on
it. Our instructions included directions to the
condo.

We stopped in Savannah, Ga., for supper and
arrived at thereal estate office at midnight. Nik
grabbedtheonly envel opeout of themailbox but
then we realized that the name on it was Sand-
ers, not Haynes, and the condo had the wrong
name and number.

Felicia, ever prepared, drugout all correspon-
dence, including her signed rental agreement,
which showed that we wereto have Idle While
1A fortwonights, Thursday and Friday, May, 19-
20, exactly oneweek away.

Therewasanemergency number ontheforms,
and Nik made the phone call. The woman he
woke up said it would take her half an hour to
get there, but shewould come.

Steveand | figured she' dfindusaplacetostay,
Nik wasphilosophical and Feliciawasrolledinto

afetal ball intheback seat, tootired and worried
toeventhink.

Shewasn’t even ready to comeout of her mis-
ery when Stevereminded her of thetimeheand|
arrived in Denver for abigtraintrip only tofind
that thetrip had been aweek before.

Thereal estatelady was better than her word,
arrivingin15minutes. Shel ooked at our contract,
admitted that she had helped Feliciawiththear-
rangements might have made the mistake. She
dugoutthekey toldleWhile 1A sinceit wasstill
off season and no one had rented the condo for
the weekend. Since it was aready Friday, she
even extended our stay through Sunday.

Wehad agreat timeat thebeach, playinginthe
ocean, catching afew rays, shopping in Savan-
nahand samplinglow-country Southerncuisine.

Steve and | danced to Elvis on the pier when
thechildrenweren’t around — seeing their par-
ents dancing in public during the middle of the
day would probably havebeen morehumiliation
than Feliciacould havetaken at that point.

Now our tripisjust amemory, but it'sonewe
won'tforget—andwe' |l makesureFelicianever
does.

Noonelivesanythingdowninthisfamily.And
I makesureit’'sall in print.

New Pope may not change much in church

Andsotheworld pausesto applaud anew pope.

Everyonewonderswhat will change.

The short answer is, not much. The long an-
swer, everything.

Theworld’swatchers have been studying ev-
ery paper and speech penned by the man known
for 78 years as Joseph Ratzinger. They hopeto
predict what he'll do.

But when a man becomes pope, he takes on
morethananew set of clothes. Thejobisforlife.
Inthatway, it'slikebeing el evatedtothe Supreme
Court.

AsBenedict XVI,thepopemay ook tohisfel-
low cardinal sfor advice, but hewill turnalsoto
God. And God may belesseasy to predict.

Hisfinal sermon as Cardinal Ratzinger was
conservative and orthodox. Yet hisfirst acts as
pope have been to reach out to the world — to
Jews, Muslims, theOrthodox churchand others.

Theworld'sleaderswentto Rome, firstfor the
funeral of John Paul 11, then for theinstallation
of Benedict. It'samazing, theaweinspiredinall
theworld, and not just Roman Catholics, by the
office of pope.

Far from being “just” the leader of abillion
Cathalics, thepopeinspiresreverencethroughout
Westerncivilization, indeed, throughout theworl d.

The man who presides over the Holy See
stands, tradition tellsus, inadirect linefromthe
Apostle Peter as Bishop of Rome. His office
makeshimthemost prominent Christian leader,
though heheadsachurchthat isfractiousand, as
someseeit, ridden with problems.

Don't forget, though, that the 2,000-year-old
Roman churchisalsotheworld’soldest bureau-
cracy. Change does not come quickly to such a
venerableorganization.

But changewill come. Only the pope, and his
chief adviser, know what it will be.

Here'saguess.

| don’t expectto seeawomanpriestinaCatho-
licpulpit, notinmy lifetime. That traditionistoo
well ingrained.

| think wemight seemarried priests. Theceli-
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bate clergy isarelatively new rule, only afew
centuries.
| think the church will respond more to the
needto cleanupitsown act. Thechild-sex scan-
dal has cost the American church too much in
termsof money, respect and memberstoignore.
While the American churchisasmall part of
thewhole, theCardina ssurely can’t condoneany
of what happened.
Whatever happenswon'’t satisfy many, and it
won't make the church any more perfect than it

hasbeen throughout history.

Weexpect perfectioninmattersof God, but we
forget that thechurchismadeup of men— mem-
bers, priests, bishops, popes—whoareasall sin-
ners,imperfect beingsdoingtheir bestintheser-
viceof theLord.

Likeusall,they struggleon, doingthebest they
can.

The new pope has agreat opportunity, in the
nextyear, or thenext decade, to advancethework
of the church and the cause of world peace and
solidarity.

Letusall — Catholic, Protestant, Jew, theun-
churched and even the unbelieving — say &
prayer for Benedict XV1, that the Lord will leao
himdownwhatever path hehasplanned for him.

Theworldlikely will beabetter place. If noth-
ing elsg, it’ll beafascinatingtrip.
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