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Elementary students enjoy day at farm

FARM, from Page 1

NicoleSederstromtold her class-

oat product.

“Cool,”

| peopleto sleep.

\ Thekidsgot to pet agoat named

—— ] Dufusand|ooked at sheepand pigs.
I “Thosearehumongous!” saidone

' student after checking out the pigs.

Another station taught students
about harvest, showing how crews
would combine afield and put the
wheat into atruck.

Thetruck wasset up and students
saw where crops emptied and were
drawnupintothebinswithanauger.

After learning about crops, the
kidsmoved ontolivestock.

— TheSederstroms’ horses, Cactus,
Pally and Charlie, weretied up be-
hind ametal fence, giving thekids
achanceto pet thelargeanimals.
|  Toni Ackerman taught the kids
about the history of horses, how
much they weigh, what they eat,
horsetrailersand more.

said one student as he
entered atrailer that was complete
withroomfor horsesand aplacefor

matesthat agroup of chickenswas
only amonth old and would even-
tually provide eggsfor thefamily.

“Aaahhhh,” said the girls, look-
ing at the cute chicks.

Gary McClungtaught thegroups
about the goat’s wool and lanolin
secretions and about what foods
each animal isused for.

The CowGuy, Ron Schilling,
taught students about different
kindsof cattle, includingtheMexi-
can roping steers and Limousin
breed beef cow and calf.

Hetoldkidsthat cowboysusethe
cowsfor roping at rodeos.

Another stationtaught kidsabout
horse riding in rodeos. The kids
straddled a stick horse, yard stick
andfunnoodletopretendthey were
running barrels around bright or-
angecones. Kidsal sopracticed pole
bending, wherethey weavedin be-
tweenalineof tall poles.

After heading through the poles
and cones, students took a break
withjuiceand cookies.

Once every student had gone

MY

Water parkremainsclosed

WATER PARK, from Page 1

shakehandsand go downtheroad.”
DarinNeufeld, with Evans, Bierly,
HutchisonandAssociates, theproject
engineerforthemediationrepairs, rec-
ommended replacement of the deep
drain lines and the installation of a
manhol etosolvemost of theproblems.
Neufeld said one of the things
foundintheexcavationisthetypeof
pipe used was not recommended in
the designs. He said there was no
way totell whoactuallyinstalledthe
pipesinquestion, butthealternative
being proposed would eliminate
nearly al thequestionablepipesand
givethecity abetter way to monitor
the sections of the water park when
it needstobedrained andwinterized.
Mayor Rick Billinger said he
wanted the city staff to be satisfied
with the recommendation, but he
thought all the pipesthat can bere-
placedat thistimeshould bereplaced
with the proper grade of pipe.
Chuck L utters, city publicworksdi-
rector, said he was satisfied with the
options,andsaidthecitywouldprovide
somelabortohd preplacethedrainline
fromthesplash pool tothemanhole.
When the splash pool wasfilled
last week, he said, it was not hold-
ing water. An excavation showed
one of the lines under the pool had
collapsed. Glassman and Curt
Baldwin of Rhoads Construction
said they would be willing to help
put in anew drain from the splash
pool with city help.
“Thesplash pool ishot part of the

mediation,” Glassman said, “but |
would agreethelineneedsto bere-
placed andwecould get that donein
acoupleof dayswiththecity’shelp.”

“| want to get it done right,”
Billinger said.” | don'twanttocome
backinfiveyearsandfindthereare
morelinescollapsed.”

Glassman said he is asking the
city tohelpremovethegrassand put
back thelast of thefill dirt.

Luttersand Rich Simon, head of
streets and parks, said they could
help with that part.

Most of thelinereplacement will
not be close to the main pool, and
Glassman said he feels it can be
done quickly, except for the work
onthemanhole. That might takeup
to two weeks if thereisadelay in
gettingtheactual manholesections.

Neufeld said the manholeis a
standard design, and should be
availableinthenext few days.

He told the commission the lift
station with pump is the best solu-
tiontothedrainlineproblemscov-
ered in the mediation agreement,
andthereplacement of thedrainline
from the splash pool to the new
manholewould solvethat issue.

“This will be a benefit to the
staff,” Neufeld said. “ Thestaff will
be ableto monitor what is happen-
ingwitheach part of thewater park.
| think thisisabetter designfor the
futureoperation of thewater park.”

Billinger asked the commissonersif
theydl agresdwiththerecommendation.

“Ifitisarecommendationthestaff
supports, weneedtogetitdone,” said

Commissioner Annette Fairbanks.
“1 don’t haveaman on sitetoday
becauseof therain,” Glassmansaid.
“Itonly rainswhenweopenahole.
Wecould haveavoidedthedrought
if we had more projects where we
dig holes. “If we can get the parts
andthego-ahead fromyou, wewill
get thework done.”
“Weneedamotiontodotheman-
hole and replace the drain lines,
Billinger said. “With thiswe are
takingaway al theproblemsexcept
about 20feet of pipe. Wearedoing
asgood aswecan do.”
Commissioner Dave Daniels
asked about the cost to the city for
themanhol eproposal andreplacing
the splash pool drainline.
Glassman said the manhol e por-
tion is part of the mediation and
there is no cost to the city. On the
splashpool drainline, hesaidif the
city will work withhiscompany and
Rhodes, the cost will beminimal.
Lutters said the labor and avalve
would bethecost tothecity. Heesti-
matedthat wouldbelessthan$1,000.
Commissioner John Garciaasked
about the timing and how long the
repairs would take. Neufeld and
Glassman said it should only take a
few days if the parts are available.
Glassmansaiditwouldnottakelong
tolay thenew drainlines.
Therewasaquestionabout exactly
wherethemanholewoul d beplaced,
and after the meeting Lutters,
Neufeld, Simon, Glassman, Badwin
and Armour wereto meet at thewa-
ter park to map out the changes.
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@/ Hays
Drop off Location at
El Dorado

Western Wear and Fashion
Next to Subway
2215 Enterprise Road
Goodland, Kan. 67735

11 a.m. to 7 p.m. Monday to Thursday
10 a.m. to 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday

Dry Cleaning and Laundry picked up

Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays

Offering 2 day service

Charlie the horse made faces for West
Elementary students at Ag Day last
week. Katlyn Seger (above) listened
while Ron Schilling, the CowGuy, de-
scribed different types of cattle. Kelby
Smith learned why farmers and ranch-

erswear boots after he slipped in some
mud and had to clean his tennis shoes.
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through the farm, they gathered tc
headback toschool. TheSederstroms
played host totwo groups, oneinthe
morning and onein theafternoon.

“1 hopeeachand every oneof you
remember your experience on the
farm,” Amy said.

She asked the kids if they had ¢
goodtime.

“Yeah!” bounced off of thefarm
buildings, followed by theanswers

to her next question:
“What wasyour favorite spot?”’
“The tractor! The horses! The
goat!”

Manager says good-bye

PICKMAN, from Page 1

Transportation. It cost $765,000, withthestate pay-
ing $430,000. The state gave the city $210,000 for
the storm drainage and Pioneer Park project.

The city had to come up with $285,000 with the
help of citizensto makethe park possible.

Work has begun on the project, to be completed
by November.

“1 will have to come back and see the finished
project,” hesaid.

Economic devel opment successesareimportant,
too, hesaid.

“It is nice to see people working,” the manager
said of thenew Adronics/Elrobplantinthecity’sEd
Wolak building.

“That building isan investment that will pay off
forthecity,” Pickmansaid. “ It got off toaslow start,
butitwasgoodto haveit availablewhenacompany
came searching for aplaceto expand.

“Thismay bethebeginning of theupswingfor the
city. | hopeitisamajor turning point, and wish the
new company and the city the best.

“1 am excited to see, before | leave, that the city
and county areworkingtogether onprojectsthat are
long overdue.

“1 would like to have seen a street revitalization
programinplacebeforel |eft, but | will leavethat to
thetwo commissions.”

Pickman sai d twomajor projectshewantedto see
done — but didn’t — were replacement of more
water linesand having anew wastewater treatment
plant under construction.

“These are big-ticket projects,” hesaid, “and the
costs continue to increase the longer it takes to get
them done.”

He said the city has a great work force, but like
any business, thereare some shortcomingshehopes
the new manager and commission can address.

“1 could not have done as well without a great
staff,” hesaid. “ | hopethey continuetolook for ways
to help the city and work with the new manager as
well asthey did for me.”

Consolidation of city and county services came
upintherecentjoint meetings, and Pickmansaid he
hopesthetwo commissionscontinuetolook at con-
solidation with an open mind.

“People don't like the word consolidation,” he
said, “but | think it islike another word they don't
like, ‘change.’

“The city isnot the same asit was 10 years ago.
The commissions should keep an open mind, and
then make decisionsfor the best of the community
asawhole.”

He said it was good to see the commissions get-
ting thefactstogether and presenting them openly.

“Thereis so much potential in this community,”
he said, “and it seemsto be moving in theright di-
rection. | have confidence things will continue to
moveforward.

“1 wouldliketo comeback, andthat issomething
goodtosay for thecommunity. | grew upinAtchison
andlivedtherefor 40years, but | don’t havethesame
feeling for that city as| do for Goodland.

“l amsurel will beback.”

Notorious ‘Fleagle Gang’
Fingerprint ends nationwide '20s manhunt

True crime from the roaring 20s, “ The Fleagle Gang, Betrayed by a finger-
begins with a brazen daylight bank robbery of the First National Bank

print,”

caped.

The author Tom (N.T.) Betz, editor of The Goodland Star-News, has spent

alifetimein journalism and on the Great Plains.

Signed books are available at Knott Just Books of Goodland, Kan.
“It seems to have stirred up quite a bit of interest,” said bookstore
owner Linda Knott, whoistrying to keep the book in stock and on the

shelves.

“The Fleagle Gang” details the case which hinges on asingle fingerprint
found on a murdered Dighton, Kan., doctor’s car. The fledgling FBI and
new boss J. Edgar Hoover play acrucial rolein turning the fingerprint into
solid evidence used to find, arrest and convict members of the Fleagle

Gang. The FBI credits the Fleagle case as being the first time a single fingerprint was
used to identify and convict criminals. The book includes over 100 photos and maps taken from
the court files and places where the gang robbed banks.

A U.S. Navy journalist and a graduate of the University of Colorado, Betz started his career
delivering papers for his family’s newspaper in Lamar, Colo., winning the first of numerous

journalism awards as a teenager.

The Fleagle Gang robbed banks and trainsin Larned, Kinsley, Marysville, Ottawaand M cPher-
son Kan., Lamar, Colo., Eugene, Ore., Pittsburg, Calif. and countless others of over $1 millionin

the 10 years they operated.

Three gang members — Ralph Fleagle, George Abshire and Howard Royston — were “jerked
up” at the Colorado Penitentiary a little over two years after committing the Colorado bank
robbery. The fourth, Jake Fleagle, was shot on atrain in Branson, Mo. in Oct. 1930.

“The Fleagle Gang” is available at Knott Just Books in Goodland (Call

890-7105).

The book is available at the Big Timbers Museum in Lamar, Colo. and
Finney County Museum in Garden City. It is available on-line from the
publisher Authorhouse.com, Amazon.com, Barnes and Noble and other

book stores.

Check out “The Fleagle Gang” web site at: nwkansas.com/home/fleaglegang.




