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Man thankful he was just ‘electrified’

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

After being shockedby alinecar-
rying 7,620 voltsof electricity, Jim
Backes kept the ambulance crew
entertained on the way to the hos-
pital.

When he got to the emergency
room, Backessaid, hefeltlikeace-
lebrity whileeveryonelooked at the
holesin hisfeet.

Now, hejust tells everyone he's
electrified.

Electrocutediswhensomeoneis
killed by a charge of electricity,
Backes said; electrified is when
you' re charged with electricity.

“I'melectrified,” hesaid.” You're
looking at an electrified man.”

Andthat’swhat hehasbeentell-
ing hisdoctors, nursesand physical
therapists. Backes said he has had
plenty of peopleinstitcheswith his
“electrified” jokes.

Backes and his boss Rex Smith,
owner of B’s Pump and Well Ser-
vice, weretrying to move someir-
rigation equipment owned by
farmer Jon VothinWallace County
last month, on Monday, April 4,
when they got the shock of their
lives.

Backes said he backed up the
truck to pick up anirrigation gear-
head, and Smith was raising the
boom. Backes said hereachedinto
theback of thetruck tograbachain,
and the boom went right into a
power line.

Backes said the electricity went
through hisright hand and stomach
and out hisfoot and started afireon
the ground.

“l wasfrozenfor 31/2 minutes,”
hesaid. "I saw my lifeflash before
my eyes.”

Backes said he waslying on the
ground and couldn’t move but
shouted to Smith that there was a
fire. Hesaid Smithlater toldhimhe
couldn’t see him, but when he

Council starts
search for director

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman County Economic
Devel opment Council isback tofull
strengthwiththesel ectiononacan-
didate at ameeting May 17 tofill a
vacancy.

Chairman John Garciasaidthere
had been three nominations to fill
the position of Larry Harper, who
resigned becauseajob changemade
itimpossibleto attend meetings.

Nominated were Chris Bauman
of Aquila; Lincoln Wilson, owner
of the Howard Johnson Hotel; and
Chuck Wilkins, owner of Wilkens
Truck and Trailer.

Wilkens was at the meeting and
was given achanceto speak to the
council.

He said his family moved to
Goodland in 1970, and he gradu-
atedfrom Goodland High School in
1975.

“I have a son graduating this
year,” Wilkinssaid. “When| gradu-
ated, therewere 130inmy class, and
thereare61inmy son’'sclass. There
has been quite achangethere.

“We need to have more people
and businessestoincreasethenum-
bersin the school. | think many in
thecommunity haveanew thought
pattern, andthink thatisexcellent.”

A written ballot was handed out
tothesix council memberspresent,
and Treasurer Kim Bohmecounted
the results and said Wilkens had
been el ected unanimously.

Garciawelcomed Wilkenstothe

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
port errors. e believe that news
should befair and factual . Wewant
to keep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

Jim Backes uses a motorized scooter to get around since being
“electrified” last month. The bandages on his feet cover sores the

size of quarters and half dollars that are half aninch deep.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

shouted, Smith noticed the boom
crackling and sizzling.

Some say it was hisboss'sfault,
Backes said, adding that he thinks
itwasatotal freak accident.

“We were both in a hurry,”
Backes said. “I just thank God
we'reboth aive.”

Smith told The Western Times of
Sharon Springsthat he “got jolted

pretty good” but that hewasn’t re-
aly hurt.

Backeshasahole about the size
of ahalf dollar and 1/2inchdeepin
his right foot, a hole the size of a
quarter onhisleftlittletoe, holesin
the stomach area where he leaned
against thetruck, nerve damagein
hisfeet, numbnessinhisright hand,
and he devel oped heart problems.

Three months after getting mar-
riedandfour daysafter his* oncein
awhile” job became full time,
Backes' world was turned upside
down. Hemarried BrendaWelch, a
student at the Northwest Kansas
Technical College, onJan. 4. Since
theaccident, hesaid, shehashadto
taketimefrom her school schedule
many timesto take care of him. He
said he had worked for Smith off
andonsinceApril 2004 but became
afull-time employee April 1; he's
now on workman’s compensation.

“Thishasput meinamajor hole,”
Backes said. “I'm financially
strapped.”

Workman’scomp paysthemedi-
cal expenses, hesaid, butit doesn’t
come close to paying for the lost
wages. He said all the money goes
for bills.

He'snot bedridden, but he needs
tospendalot of timein bedtokeep
the soreson hisbelly from rubbing
together and keep hisfeet uptoim-
prove hiscirculation. Hisfeet stay
bandaged, and heusesamotorized
scooter to get around thehouse. As
far as long-term damage, Backes
said, only timewill tell.

But heknowsit could have been
worse.

“1 had onmy steel-toed bootsthe
day before,” he said. “I'm glad |
didn’t have them on that day; it
would havetaken all my toesoff.”

After being electrified, Backes
troubleswerejust beginning, buthe
has kept a sense of humor about it
al.

“Aftertheaccident,” hesaid, “we
wereabout fivemilesdowntheroad
whentheambulancehad ablowout.

“Rexsaid, ' Jimandl’ll gochange
thetirefor you.’

“We had to wait 15 minutes for
another ambulance. | had them all
laughing.”

When they got to the hospital,
Backessaid, everyonekept looking
attheholesinhisfeet. Therewasno
blood, he said, because they were
singed. He said hefelt likeacel eb-
rity getting so much attention, and
he has been showing off his shoes
ever since.

Though the holesin hisfeet are
fairly large, and his socks were
burned, the shoes have such small
holeswherethee ectricity went out,
it is hard to see them, even when
you're looking for them. The right
shoehasaholethesize of apinhead
throughthesole, andthel eft shoehas
threeholesthesamesizeontheside.

He got out of the hospital after
twodays. Threeweekslater, hehad
togotoawound carecenterin Gar-
den City and has been going there
every week sincetohavedead skin
cut off hisfeet.

Backeshasbeenhavingirregular
heartbeats since the accident, and
hisblood pressure hasbeen rising.
He went to a cardiologist in Hays
and did echocardiography, an elec-
trocardiogram and astresstest, but
doesn’tknow yet what theproblem
is. Heisonaheart monitor and says
the heart trouble seemsto be com-
ing to theforefront as his sores get
better.

Backessaid heishealingfast be-
cause his attitude and outlook is
good.

“Why look atitinthenegative?’
he asked.

Hecreditshisdoctorsand nurses
and his wife for helping with his
recovery. Dr. Robert P. Moser of
Tribune has an excellent bedside

manner, Backessaid; hegoesout of
his way for you. The nurses from
Good Samaritan HomeHealthcare
from St. Franciscometo hishome,
hesaid, andreally takeprideintheir
work.

Hesaid heand Smithweretaken
tothehospital inTribunebecauseit
wascloser than Goodl and, and that
worked out well.

“1 got excellent help,” Backes
said, “aboveand beyond thecall of
duty.”

He said his wife has been gooc
about dealing withtheaccident anc
hasbeenabighel pwithdrivinghim
to doctor’ s appointments and with
cleaning and bandaging his
wounds.

“Sheworkshard, 200 percent, on
my feet,” he said. “ She's been my
right hand; you couldn’t ask for &
better wife.”

Backes said he doesn’t know
what’sgoingto happenwith hisin-
juries. Only timewill tell, he said,
but heconsidersitaprivilegetostill
bealive.

“1 canbeawitnessfor theLord,”
Backessaid. “Hesaved me.”

Backessaid heisasoglad hecan
bewith hisfamily and play with his
toys. Hehasacollection of carsanc
said heisknown asthe“car nut.”

Hehaslived in Goodland for 1C
years, working a variety of jobs,
farming, working on wells and
rough and finish carpentry, includ-
ingtheconstruction of Wheat Ridge
Acresin 1999 and early 2000.

Beforecoming here, hehadliveo
in Hawaii for 2 1/2 years and then
Fairbanks, Ala, for two. Hehadn't
seen his parents, Bob and Darlene
Scott of Goodland, infiveyearsanc
said hismother said shewanted him
around, so hemoved here.

Besideshisparents, hiswifeanc
friends, Backes said, he has two
cats,B.J.andMillie, lookingout for
him.

Memorial Day service
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council, noting that the selection
would be forwarded to the county
commissionersfor approval.

Garcia said efforts continue to
find a director, but the last person
they had offered thejob to decided
to stay wherehewas.

Garciasaid hehasreceivedafew
more names, and continuesto fol-
low up onleads.

Kay Younger, office manager,
said she has been in contact with a
man who plays steel drums who
wantsto be part of ablock party on
July 29.

She is working with the Good-
land Arts Council on plans for the
party.

She suggested the economic de-
velopment officecould beacentral
point for empl oyersand youth seek-
ing summer jobs.

Employerscouldcall inwiththeir
job openings, and the kids could
check with the office to see what

Members of the Goodland Veterans of Foreign Wars Color Guard
presentedthe colors atthe Memorial Day service Monday. Since
last May, these veterans have been buried in the Goodland Cem-
etery: Barney Heigert, Eugene Hall, Charles “Conn” Cody,

Shelby F. Coons, Bill E. Leitner, Richard Hurd, John Schiefen,
Albert Fenner, Harold Peck, Myron G. Miller, Melvin Standish,

KermitA. Huebert, Dale Murphy and Scott D. Armstrong.
Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

wasavailable. Thecouncil decided

totabletheideafor further investi-
gation.

The council approved advertis-
inginthe Northwest Kansastravel

Richardson’s Homestead Realty

guideand travel guidesif itissplit
with the Goodland Chamber, Arts
Council and Sherman County His-
torical Society.

Younger said the cost of thetwo

adswould be $650.

Thenext council meetingwill be
5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, June 21, in
the basement of the Western State

3243 Sunset $142,500
4 bedrooms, 4 baths

318 W 15th $18,000
4 bedrooms, 1 bath

Bank.

LowGest L2k laberatory
Senvices Senices 621 Arcade $127,900
Over 100 different lab tests can be 3 bedrooms, 2 baths

performed. NO Insurance,
Medicare or Medicaid will be

908 E 5th $73,000
4 bedrooms, 2 1/2 baths

o No Prescription needed

* Appointment needed

« Payment for services at
time of services
requested.

billed due to the low
costof these
services. We will fax
a copy of the results
to your physician.
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Thomas County Health Department

A

thomascohd@st-tel.net
350 S Range Avenue Monday thmugh

Suite 2 . R
Colby, Kansas 67701 Friday 8am till 4pm

1304 Harrison $108,000
5 bedrooms, 2 baths

1023 W 11th $160,000
3 bedrooms, 2 baths

785-460-4596 Terry

899-3093

HEALTH, LIFE*, DENTAL*
DISABILITY* and MORE

Affordable rates for families, individuals
and the self-employed

1-800-959-4539

www.bradleypotter-ins.com

terryr
@eaglecom.net
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underwritten by The MEGA Life and Health Insurance Company
M/COMBO0368 Exp 06/05

RICHARDSON’S HOMESTEAD REALTY, INC.

=) 1023 Main « Goodland, KS 67735
" 785-899-2328 or 1-800-974-2426
OR E-MAIL US AT: homestead@eaglecom.net
Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com

Donna = Cynthia
899-6159 899-3944
donnam gldrealtor
@eaglecom.net @yahoo.com
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News tip? Story idea? Call 899-2338.
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