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from our viewpoint...

Assault continues
on business faxes

American businessesface yet another assault on their abil-
ity to communicate, onethat could eliminate most uses of the
fax machine.

The deadline islessthan amonth away, July 1. Many have
not heard of the pending regulation, though aquiet strugglehas
been going onin Washington for nearly threeyears.

The Federal Communication Commission is set to require
signed permission forms for any business faxes which could
be considered advertising, and the definition of advertisingis
broad.

That meansthat if acustomer asksyour businessfor aprice
quote, you won't be able to reply unless you have aform on
file. You can't fax theform to the customer. It hasto be mailed
or hand carried.

Forms haveto list the specific fax number, though custom-
ersmay haveseveral, mustbesignedandarevalidfor only three
years.

For atypical businesswith 200-300 customers, that means
checking acomputer databaseto seeif you have permissionto
fax the rates. If you don't, a sales person (maybe the owner)
will haveto run oneout. If the customer isalong way off, sur-
facemail couldtakedays.

Ita someansthetypical small businesswill haveto hiresome-
oneto build and run the database. The cost, including acom-
puter program and labor, isestimated at $8,000 per year. Fines
start at $500 per fax.

For most businesses, that meansathirdtohal f thetimeof one
productiveemployeewill bel ost tothisbureaucratic nightmare.

A codlitionof businessgroups, includingtheNational News-
paper Association, has been fighting this rule since it was
handed down a couple of years ago under Chairman Michael
Powell, better known for hisdecency campaign after the Janet
Jackson incident.

Mr. Powell isgone now, and the commission hasnew mem-
bers. It sofar hasnot backed off itsstand onthisrul e, however,
becausethe* privacy” |obby ispowerful inWashington.

Unsolicited“junk” faxesareillegal now. They havebeenil-
legal for years, but fly-by-night operatorskeep cranking them
out becausethey work. Thisrulewon’t stop them.

Itwon't produceany benefittobusinessor society, but it will
punish thousands of |egitimate businesses acrossthe country.

“We' refrom the government; we' re hereto helpyou.”

Our Rep. Jerry Moran hassupported effortstorepeal thisrule,
as have Kansas senators. The bill passed both the House and
Senatelast year, butin different forms. It had to start over this
year, and it's stalled behind judicial appointmentsin the Sen-
ate.

Thecommissionhasarequest tostay theregulation, asit has
thelasttwoyears, until Congresscanact. It'sholding off, wait-
ing onthe Senate.

Thetruthis, it'stoo late for the Senate to move. Too latefor
businessesto build adatabase.

What canwe do?

Cadll, fax (yes, that's still OK) or e-mail your senators. Call,
fax or e-mail thecommission. Explainthat businessescan't af -
ford thiskind of protection for anon-existent problem.

But doit now. Timeisshort. —Steve Haynes
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June makes women think of weddings

| don’t know about you, but asspringturnsa
young man’s fancies, so does June make
women think of love and weddings.

| don’t know why exactly — probably soci-
etal conditioning.

But, loveiswhat Christiansare supposed to
beabout al thetime.

| have collected some quotes on love and
marriagethat I’ dliketo sharewith you. Some
arewaysto encouragelove, and | guess some
arepainful.

You bethejudge.

“My husband says | never listen to him. At
least| think that’swhathesaid.” Fromane-mail.

“The pain you feel now will help you care
for others. It will help you love them through
thehardest times. Alwaysremember that L ove
wins. Regardlessof thepainor sorrow yougo
throughinthevalley, therewill alwaysbelove
at theend. It may behard to walk through, but
Godwill useyour timetherefor good.” Donna
VanLiere, The ChristmasBlessing.

“1 know that although wemay never under-
stand it, thereisaplan, and though it may be
tracedin pain, intheendtherewill bejoy, and
it will be beautiful.” Donna VanLiere, The
ChristmasBlessing.

“1 have learned thereislittle differencein
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husbands; you might as well keep the first
one.” Unknown.

“Marriage changes passion: suddenly
you'reinbedwitharelative.” Unknown.

“New loves seek perfection. Old loves sew
shredstogether and seebeauty inthemultiplic-
ity of patches.” Movie, How to Make an
American Quilt

“Hesat inthewing chair in their bedroom,
missing hiswife— her countenance, her whif-
fling snoreontheneighboring pill ow, her soft-
ness of spirit, her unaffected eagerness, her
warm flesh. He missed theway shetook over
when he needed her to take over and the way
shestepped back when he needed to makede-
cisions, or evenmistakes, onhisown.” InThis
Mountain, Jan Karon.

“But hemustn’ ttry to second-guessGod. He
had noideasat all what wasyet to come— no
oneever knew, of course. St Francisde Sales
had spoken ... to that: ‘Do not look forward

to what may happen tomorrow; the same ev-
erlasting Father who caresfor you today will
take care of you tomorrow and every day. Ei-
ther hewill shieldyoufromsuffering, or hewill
giveyouunfailingstrengthtobearit.”” InThis
Mountain, Jan Karon.

“Itwasn't likelooking at someone el se, but
at apart of my own body. It wasthe sameway
| felt about Michael, that he could never be
gone because hewasliving inside of me, for-
ever and ever, aslong as| walked theearth, as
longastherewasbreathinme. That’ swhat love
does, that’sthe sweetest part. | didn’t haveto
makesenseof it or justify it or even haveit re-
turned. Lovejustarrivesand fillsyou upand
that’senough.” No Place Like Home by Bar-
baraSamuel.

“He had never seen the boy’s face so radi-
ant. Thepower of lovewastransforming; God
had knownthat all along.” InThisMountain,
Jan Karon.

Lovecantransform. Wedon't need to dwell
onyesterday’s mistakes and losses. We don't
need to know thefuture.

Allwe reaskedistolovetoday and show that
lovetoeveryonewemeet alonglife’sjourney.
When dl issaid and done, at the end we will
joyfully celebrate God'slove.

Beer garden questions need answers

TotheEditor:

| wouldliketorespondtothecommentmade |

by Donna Swager, president of the Goodland
Chamber of Commerce, in TheGoodland Sar-
Newson Friday, May 20.

During her discussion with the Sherman
County commissionersregarding approval of
abeer garden on Saturday, July 2, during the
Tracy Lawrence concert, Swager said “they
have plans, and would be cutting thedrinking
(beer) off beforethe end of theconcerttogive
peopletimeto clear their heads.”

Hereare someal cohol factsso your readers
will not have the mistaken impression that
“cutting the drinking off before the end of the
concerttogivepeopletimetoclear their heads’
isasafeor healthy way to deal with beer drink-
ing.

Fact 1: In12 ouncesof beer thereisone-half
ounce of pure acohol. Alcohol is eliminated
from the body primarily through the process
of metabolism. Whilethe average rate of me-
tabolismisone-half ounceof alcohol per hour,
theratevariesfrom personto person.

Many people metabolize as little as one-
guarter ounce of alcohol per hour. There are
some things that will slow metabolism of al-
cohol, however nothing much speeds it up.
Alcohol will continueto metabolize at acon-
stant ratefor several hours.

Fact 2: Alcohol isadrug. Initialy, it hasa
sedative effect, which lasts about an hour for
onedrink. After the sedative effect, thereisa
period when our nervous system “rebounds’
andisagitated (psychomotor). Several drinks
keep the sedative effect going longer.

Fact 3: Therateat which apersondrinksis
important in preventing impairment.
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Many researchers consider a5 percent re-
ductioninreactiontimetobe“impaired.” That
isnot abig reduction, but it can make the dif-
ference between life and death when driving.

Fact 4: Research shows beer drinkers tend
to drink more alcohol in a shorter time and
reach higher blood al cohol levelsthandowine
or cocktail drinkers. Beer drinkers are more
likely todrivewhile" dlightly intoxicated, and
haveahigher DUI rateandmoreDUI crashes.
Beer istheal coholicbeveragemost frequently
consumed before drinking/driving crashes.

With these factsin mind, hereisaquestion
that may need to beasked by Sherman County
people: Doyoureally know anyonewho goes
to a“concert with a beer garden” and drinks

where to write

only onebeer per hour?

Itwasnot clear inthearticlewhether thebeer
gardenwill beopeningwiththegatesat 5p.m.
If thisisthe plan, by concert time (three hours
later) many will already beimpaired.

So, “cutting the drinking off before the end
of theconcerttogivepeople”timetoclear their
heads” won'’t beenoughtimeto metabolizethe
acohol. Evenif thebeer garden opensshortly
before8p.m.,itispossiblethat cut off timewill
betoo latefor many.

Prevention requires new ways of thinking
about reducingrisk. Being careful and having
good intentionsare not enough.

Maybe this beer garden idea is a way for
Sherman County to practi cepreventionand not
just good intentions.

Diane Stithem, program director

Northwest Kansas Regional Prevention
Center

Goodland

(785)462-8152

dstithem@st-tel .net

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20515. (202) 225-2715; Fax (202) 225-5124
e-mail address— jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— jmorriso-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capi-
tol Building, Rm. 128-S, 300 SW 10th, To-
peka, Kan. 66612. (785-296-7399; e-mail ad-
dress — ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-369¢
TTY: (785) 291-3767
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