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Rehabilitation at center of agency’s work

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

When peoplethink about theDe-
partment of Social and Rehabilita-
tion Services (SRS), they often
think of welfare.

Mention disabilities, people of-
ten think of someone in awheel-
chair or someone who's mentally
challenged.

Therehabilitation part of SRSis
fighting those stereotypes by pro-
moting animage of capable people
re-entering thework force.

A Goodland business owner has
appeared in the agency’s brochure
and video to project that image.

CynthiaBohl, owner of the 17th
Street Barbershop, got help from
the agency to go to school and re-
train for work after ajob injury
ended her career asatruck driver.

Now Bohl is pictured on the
agency’sbrochureandinitsvideoto
show employers that disabled
people can betrained for new jobs,
eventoownabusiness. Herarmwas
smashed onthejob, ending acareer
she had worked at her wholelife.

She did not qualify for unem-
ployment or welfareassi stance, but
someone at the unemployment of -
fice suggested she contact Judy
Dankenbring, who handles voca-
tional trainingfor thedepartmentin
Goodland.

The agency helped her pay for
school, she said, and Dankenbring
kept in touch with her and helped
withproblemsshefaced. Theagency
providesservicesto peoplewhoare
disabled, Bohl said, and help them
retrainfor ajob andfind ajob.

“If they hadn’'t helped me,” she
said, “| wouldn't havethisjob.”

Now Bohl is helping SRS. Pic-
turesof her cutting hair appearinthe
agency’sbrochure, and sheappears
in avideo the agency will show to
employers to prove to them that
peoplewith disabilities can work.

“1 alowed them to use my pic-

Cynthia Bohl set on the counter at her 17th Street Barbershop a
picture that Dale L. Barnum, director of rehabilitation services for
the state Department of Social and Rehabilitation Services, brought
her as a thank you for appearing in the agency’s video and bro-
chure. After his thanks for her help, though, it was right back to

business for Bohl, who gave Ernie Knight of Goodland a hair cut.
Photos by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

ture,” Bohl said, “and talked about
how their program helped me.”

Dankenbring, alongwithDaleL .
Barnum, director of rehabilitation
servicesof the state Department of
Social and Rehabilitation Services
in Topeka, visited the barbershop
Tuesday, May 24, tothank Bohl for
her help.

Barnum gaveher aframed photo
fromthevideoand said hewouldbe
mailing her thebrochureand acopy
of thetapewhen he hasone.

“Wearethe'R' inSRS,” Danken-
bring said.

Peoplewho havebenefited from
rehabilitation are talking out, she
said, about the services available
and how they helped them.

Thebrochuresaystherehabilita-
tionserviceshelpKansanswithdis-
abilitiesget ready for ajob by pro-

viding an assessment and counsel -
ing to identify skills and abilities;
artificial limbs, physical therapy or
psychological testing; vocational
training — technical, academic or
on-the-job; andrehabilitationtech-
nology servicesand devices.

The brochure quotes employers
who havehiredrehabilitated people
with success.

“We hired an individual with a
disability toworkinour Children’s
Computer Lab,” Steven Westfahl,
head of automation for the Hutch-
inson Public Library, saysin the
brochure. “ She went through our
standard employee interview just
likeeveryoneel se. Sheexpresseda
real eagernesstodothejob, andshe
had the qualifications. She has
takentothejob and enjoysit. It has
worked out well for her andfor us.”

School board gets end-of-year site council reports

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News
RepresentativesfromWest, Centrd
and North schoolsand thehigh school
reportedtotheGoodland School Board
a ameetingonMonday, May 23.
Each school has a site council, a
group of parents and teachers that
work together toimprovetheschoal.
Thepresident fromthesitecouncils
gave board membersthereports.
Gordon Pettibone from West
started off withtheBox Topsproject
for thisyear. He said Denise Floyd
has been the chairman for the
project since 1999 and they hope
shewill signupagainfor next year.
Thisyear, hesaid, thestudentsex-
ceeded their goa of 15,000 General
Millsbox topsby 3,393. Hesaid they
should get $1,808 for thefund rai ser.

corrections

Pettibone said they adopted the
motto “Building a Foundation for
the Future” and with help fromthe
board, hadthewordswrittenonnew
windowsin the school’sentrance.

InJanuary, thecouncil started up
“Monday Munchies’ wherevolun-
teersbroughtinsnacksfor teachers
every week.

Central Principal Sharon Gre-
gorytoldtheboard about 10 parents
arereadlly activeinthegroup there.

“We have good representation
fromeachdemographicat Central,”
Gregory said.

The school fund raiser, a soup
supper inJanuary, raised money for
students to go to the Rolling Hills
Zoonear Salina. Themoney isused
forincentivesfor studentsandplay-
ground and other school equip-

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall

our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair and factual.
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ment, she said.

Gregory said the council hel ped
with a cookout, teacher apprecia-
tion week and reading incentives
for the Reading Roundup .

The group looked at test scores
and the school improvement plan.

Carol JollyfromNorthsaidthecoun-
cil metfour timeslast year, in Septem-
ber, October, November and January.

NorthPrincipal JmMull attended
the meetings and worked with par-
ents, she said. He kept them up to
dateon new technology, includinga
remote system in Mary Frazier's
classroomandtheschool’ steachers

dream of getting a global position-
ing systemto share.

Jolly said hetold the site council
about the school budget and pos-
sible grade school closings.

“Thebiggestthingwedidasasite
council,” shesaid,“wastomakeparents
awareof thereading assessments.”

She said memberstook a class-
room and called parentsto set up
meetingstotalk about thestatetests.

Thecouncil, Jolly said, wantedto
tell the board they liked the length
of Christmasvacationandthebreak
between summer school and the
start of the next year.

Richardson’s Homestead Realty
Satisfied buyers and sellers, our greatest asset!

209 Sycamore $139,000
Beautiful inside and out: 3 bed-
room, 2 bath, swimming pool

621 Arcade $127,900
3 bedroom, 2 bath brick ranch.
All new carpet and paint. Sprin-
kler system, attached garage

with gorgeous yard, double garage.
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823 Washington $95,500
Bi-level home in great neighbor-
hood: 4 bedroom, 2 bath, family
room with fireplace, double ga-
rage, large kitchen.

906 Montana $99,000
Brick ranch with double garage:
3 bedroom, 2 bath, finished base-
ment, sprinkler system.

5840 Hwy 27 $94,000
Country living on paved road!
5 bedrooms, 2 bath, 1 1/2 story
home. 30x50 heated shop plus
more outbuildings on 3.9 acres.

1519 Clark $92,000
1920’s charm and character: 3
bedroom, 2 bath, finished base-
ment, sprinkler system, detached
garage.
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702 E. 14th $85,000
Open floor plan with vaulted
ceilings: 3 bedroom, 2 bath, mas-
ter bedroom with bath, double
garage, nicely landscaped.

224 \West 5th $43,500
Great investment opportunity: 4
bedroom, 2 bath, finished base-
ment, fenced yard, single garage.
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=) 1023 Main « Goodland, KS 67735
" 785-899-2328 or 1-800-974-2426
OR E-MAIL US AT: homestead@eaglecom.net
Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com

Donna = Cynthia
899-6159 899-3944
donnam gldrealtor
@eaglecom.net @yahoo.com

ESTEAD REALTY, INC.
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Jeff Mason president of the high
school coundil, saidhewaspleasedwith
thestudent representationat mestings.

Hesaidthisyear’sparent-teacher
conference attendance went up.

“We were glad to see increased
participation,” hesaid.

Theconferenceswereheldinthe
Max Jones fieldhouse, he said,
making teacherseasier tofind.

Although the teachers said they

could have gotten morework done
intheir rooms, hesaiditwasanim-
provement for parents.

Masonsaidthecoundil discussedthe
“1-to-1" Igptop computer initiaive but
couldn’tcometoaconsensusanddidnot
makearecommendationtotheboard.

Attendancefor thecouncil meet-
ings ran around eight, he said, al-
thoughtheschool sent out 42| etters
each month.

Sunflower Contest

RULES

» Write down as many words (at least 3 |etters) that you
can think of using the word “ Sunshine”
« Do not use proper names
* Bring your completed list to The Goodland Star- News
office at 1205 Main or at our booth at the Fair
by 12:00 p.m. by Monday, August 8th
Winnerswill be announced in the Friday, August 12th edition
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(If you have more than 50, please attach an additional sheet)

Age

Winner of the Sunflower Contest will
receive a FREE 1 year subscription to:

G6eodland_ Star-News
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