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from our viewpoint...

Time to reassess
Supreme Court role

Thingsareout of control in Topeka.

governor.
Maybeit’'stimeto reassess.
Sure, the courts are supposed to interpret the laws.
They cangtrikedownalawthey claimisuncongtitutiona.
That’stheir rolein our three-part democracy.
ButtheK ansasSupremeCourt hasgoneway beyondthat.

to put up all the money specified in a2001 consultants

children. That means more than doubling the $142 mil-
lionthe L egislature saw fit to give schools.

much the state spends on education, not the L egidature.
to appropriate money and thegovernor to run the state.

branch has seized power.

But you haveto view thedecision aspart of adecades-
long struggleover theschool budget. Mid-sized schools,
led by Salinaand Dodge City, claimed they werenot get-
ting abig enough share of the state budget.

than going hometo lick their wounds, they sued the state.

onthecase. (Andthat aoneisanaffronttoour democracy.)

say, iswhat voterswant.

Thevoters will isof little consequenceto the judges,
however. They’ reappointed fromlistsgathered by com-
mittees, withthefinal choicemadeby thegovernor. Theo-

againstthemandthereislittledebateandlessunderstand-
ing of what they do.

willing to spend our money to sueusto get it.
|sthat how wewant the stateto run?
Maybeitistimetoreininthecourts.
Oneway to do that would be to return them to the po-
litical arena, where judgeswould once again run for of -

themin November campaigns.
Wherethewill of the peoplewould count.

Senate the power to approvejudicial appointments.

for Kansas.
The present situationiscrazy. — Steve Haynes

Thecourtsarerunningthings, nottheL egislatureor the

The court ruled Friday that the Legislatureisrequired

report to pay for a*“suitable” education for all Kansas

Ineffect, thecourt saysitandtheconsultantswill decidehow
That'sadirect affront to theauthority of theLegidature

Inasupposedly bal anced three-branch government, one

Theseschoolslosttheir battleinthelL egidature, sorather
Todate, they’ vespent morethan$2 millionin statemoney
Taxpayersthelast two el ectionshaveput moreand more

conservativesintheL egidature, andthesemembershave
blocked nearly every movefor atax increase. That, they

retically, they stand for re-election, but no one can run

School officials, naturally, want moremoney. They’re

fice. Wherethosewith differing viewscould run against

Another, lessdrastic, suggestion would beto givethe

Either might makecourtsconsider thebalanceof power
and back off thestancethat they aloneknow what isgood
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I’venever felt comfortableabout publictrans-
portation.

I’mawaysnervous. | awaysfed thatI’mgo-
ingtoget onthewrongbus, trainor planeandend
up in Frostbite Falls, Manitoba, instead of Au-
gusta, Ga.

| havenosenseof directionat al, andthat might
bepart of theproblem. When| get onboardabus,
it could head west when | want to go to Kansas
City, and I’ d never know.

| can't navigate by the sun or the stars, and
while | don't mind letting someone else do the
job, I'mawaysalittleloath to show my total ig-
norance by asking where this plane goes, and
could they drop meoff at Colby?

Last week, though, | got fairly good at using
the subway systemin Washington.

Wewerestayingat aHoliday Innabout ablock
from the metro station in Rosslyn, part of Alex-
andria, andweneededtoget totheNational Press
Club downtown, near the station at Metro Cen-
ter.

Steve showed me how to put my $1.35inthe
dotsand get my ticket, then duck downtheesca
latorstothetracks. Follow thelittle symbol sun-
til you get to the one for Metro Center and wait
for atrain.

Get onandwatchthestops— there’ samapon
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Rather stay home than ride the b
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thewall of the car aswell aslarge signsat each
station — and get off when you get to theright
one.

FromM etro Center, wewent out tothe Court-
house Station, which was back the other way in
Virginia

Thistimel wasableto buy my ownticketand
follow thelittle symbolsto wherewewanted to
be, so | felt pretty confident. The Metro system
issort of asubway for dummies, and that's just
the sort | needed.

WhileStevewasinameeting, | headed out on
my ownfindingalittlemall | hadbeentoldabout,
three stopsdown theline. | didn’t find the suit-
casel waslookingfor, sol decidedtogoback to
Metro Center, where| had seen onel liked.

Back to theticket machine, down the escala-
torsandtothesignfor Metro Center. | got off at
theright stop and bought the suitcase.

Now, | had adilemma. Should | drag the suit-

case back to where Steve was in ameeting and
thenontodinner, or just takeit back tothehotel.

| decidedtotakeit tothehotel and headed back
for thestation at Rosslyn,.

That'swherel got lost. Thestationwasonly &
block fromthehotel, butitwasn’t anevenblock.
Itwasmoreliketwo half blocks, with streetsgo-
ing everywhere.

| knew | wasn't far, but | didn’t know whether
togoright orleft. Maybethestation had an open-
ingontwostreetsand | got off onadifferent one~
Finaly, | found someoneto show metheway, and
I madeit back tothehotel andtuckedthesuitcase
inour room.

Now | needed to get back to the Metro to re-
join Steve. Directions from the desk got me the
oneblock back tothestation, and | turned arounc
asl wasabout to descend. Therewithinsight was
my hotel with the brave banner proclaiming
“Holiday Inn” ontop. If only | had beenlooking
up instead of down, trying to figure if there hac
been aMcDonald's on that corner, or wasiit
Starbucks?

Even though | got lost once, it wasn’t on the
subway, so I’ m still feeling good about my pub-
lictransportation expertise.

Just don’t ask me to catch a bus anywhere. |
don’'t think | want to go there.

People tell stories, sing at book signing

My fingers get confused when | am typing
thework signing, andit usually comesout sing-
ing, but at arecent book signing for “The
FleagleGang,” it wassinging.

When newsof thebook waspublished, Fern
Estesof Kanorado called and askedif thesong
“TheFateof theF eagleGang” wasinthebook.
| assured her it was. She said sheremembered
the song, and wanted to be sureit wasin the
book.

The song, written back in 1930, was popu-
lar around southeast Col orado and southwest-
ernKansaswheretherobbery and murdershad
taken place.

Estes reserved abook at Knott Just Books,
and when she arrived for the signing, she of -
fered to sing the song.

“1 can remember all but thelast verse,” she
said.

| opened the book to the song lyrics and fol-
loweda ongasshesangit, wordforwordaswrit-
tenuntil shegot tothelast verse. | begantoread
the last verse, and Estes joined in when she
reachedapoi ntwheresherememberedthewords.

Sheapologized for her singing voice.

“l cansing,” shesaid, “but not after walking
in 90 degree weather.”

Those of us who listened thought she de-
served an ovation for being able to sing and
remember the words to a song that was writ-
ten over 75 yearsago.

Estessaid shegrew upin Brandon, Colo., a
small town north of Lamar. She said she re-
members stories about the Fleagle bank rob-
bery. She said roadblocks were erected inthe
townin casethe gang should comethat way.

She doesn’'t remember where she heard the
song, but knew it was played frequently dur-
ing thoseyears.

Estes was not the only one who has asked
about the song, and | was amazed to find that
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an English group hasreleased aCD by Frank
Luther that has” TheFateof theFleagleGang”
asone of the songs. Detailsabout the CD can
be found on the Fleagle Gang website
www.nwkansas.com/home/fleaglegang.

Many of the people who came to the book
signingsat Knott Just BooksandinLamar had
storiesabout what they remembered about that
day 77yearsago, or thingstheir family hadtold
them about it.

Cecil Schneider wasaboy of 31/2livingin
Dighton, and hisfather and afriend were part
of a posse that went looking for the missing
doctor. Schneider graduated from high school
in Dighton and then went to Garden City. He
cameto Goodland in 1942 astheprojectionist
at the theater. He met his wife Wanda in
Goodland during the second World War.

where to write

Hehad astroke severa yearsago, andisun-
abletoreadtoday. Shesaid hescansthingsanc
looks at the pictures, but shereadsto him. He
saidit hasbeen aninteresting book.

A lady in Lamar, Tiny Vinn, made may day
by buying six books. She had been on Main
Street the day of the bank robbery.

She said her mother sent her downtown to
buy material at ashop acrossthestreet fromthe
bank, and when she came out she saw |ots of
people gathered around the bank corner. She
did not know what had happened and took the
cloth home to her mother. Shefound out later
that day that thebank had been robbed andtwo
men had been killed.

Friends, aclassmateand otherscuriousabout
thestory cametothesignings. Asthisisafirst
for me, it was nice to have people show that
muchinterest in the book and the story.

Overtheweekend, | took signed bookstothe
Fick Fossil and History Museumin Oakley and
the Lane County Museum in Dighton. Knott
Just Books has afew signed copies left, and
thereareafew at the Finney County Museum
in Garden City.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20515. (202) 225-2715; Fax (202) 225-5124
e-mail address— jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— jmorriso-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capi-
tol Building, Rm. 128-S, 300 SW 10th, To-
peka, Kan. 66612. (785-296-7399; e-mail ad-
dress — ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767
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AND NOW, FOR YOUR
LISTENING ANDP VIEWING
PLEASURE...
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