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is now taking orders for corrugated paper for fair booths. Available in a
variety of colors including, white, canary, orange, pink, flame red, apple
green, emerald green, violet, bright blue, azure blue, rich blue, brown
and black.

$25 plus tax per 4’x25’ roll
Orders accepted through July 15.

Also available at:

 The Colby Free Press • 155 W 5th • Colby • 785-462-3963

• 310 W. Washington • St. Francis•
785-332-3162

• 170 S. Penn • Oberlin • 785-475-2206

Goodland Star-News
The

•215 W. Kansas Ave.• 785-877-3361

Coming Soon

2nd Annual $1,000*
Shopping Spree

Goodland Star-News
The

Shopping Spree Rules:
1. To be eligible for the $1,000* Shopping Spree, you

can collect tickets at any participating merchant.  You
must be 18 or older. (No purchase required to win. Any
eligible person can get one ticket per week at The
Goodland Star-News office or the Chamber of Com-
merce office.

2. Employees of sponsoring firms are not eligible to
win at their place of business.  Employees of The
Goodland Star-News  and their immediate family are
not eligible.

3. The prize awarded during $1,000* Shopping
Spree  promotion will be in the form of scrip good only
for merchandise at participating sponsors only.

4. The deadline for entries is noon Friday, July 29,
2005. Boxes will be withdrawn at that time.

5.  The $1,000* Shopping Spree prize drawing will
be held at 10 a.m. on  Saturday, July 30, 2005.

6. Winning tickets must be present to win. Time and
date of drawing is subject to change without notice. In
case of bad weather, the drawing may be held at an al-
ternate location. One Grand Prize $1,000 Shopping
Spree Winner will be awarded.

7.  The Goodland  Star-News  reserves the right to draw
from remaining tickets  until a winner is found. Deci-
sions of the judges shall be final.

8. Winner will have from Saturday, July 30, through
Friday, August 5, 2005, to contact The Goodland Star-
News to set a date to spend the $1,000 script money at
participating businesses.  The winner will grant The
Goodland Star-News permission to allow a  photogra-
pher to accompany them when making their purchases.
Winner agrees that photos of winner and winner’s fam-
ily and a description of the shopping spree may be used
for promotional purposes without limit. Winner agrees
to release The Goodland Star-News, sponsoring mer-
chants and others associated with this promotion from
any and all liability.

*Prize amount will be based on the number of merchants participating. Nine minimum for $1,000 prize.

Must be present to win!

KNOTT, from Page 1a

Book store closing doors; ‘last page’ next weekend
 happened.

“It just makes me sick,” said one
customer while checking out the
books, collectibles and gifts that are
now marked from 20 to 50 percent
off.

“I sure hate to (close),” she told
another customer. “I just reached a
point where if I want to eat, I have
to.”

Knott said she has put blood,
sweat and tears into the small store,
everything from the occassional
paper cut to the few days a few sum-
mers ago when the store went with-
out air conditioning. These days she
has been fighting back the tears as-
sociated with closing.

“I would have done this forever,”
she said.

Knott, a former elementary
teacher, took over the store in Au-
gust 1994 from Jan Carman and
Kathryn Wedermyer, who had the
business for 8 years. Knott said the
store has been around for about 40
years.

“I took the plunge and haven’t
regretted it,” she said, adding that
she spent three years considering
the “plunge,” taking bookkeeping
classes and working one summer in
a book store.

She decided to go into business
for herself after 19 years of teach-
ing second grade at North Elemen-
tary. She said she was tired of teach-
ing and wanted something new.

Born and raised in Walsh, a small
town in southeast Colorado, Knott
went to college at Panhandle State
in Oklahoma. She earned a degree
in elementary education and took
her first job here. She stayed, she
said, because she likes Goodland.

“I just liked the people,” she said.
“They’re wonderful people.”

She said the past 11 years at the
store, she has met more people than
she ever imagined possible.

“I’m gonna miss my customers so
much,” she said. “I have good cus-
tomers. I have the cream of the crop.”

When she took over, Knott said,
she changed the layout of the shop,
opening it up with freestanding dis-
plays. She didn’t change much, she
said, but did add a larger music sec-
tion.

“They had it done up pretty nice,”
she said of Wedermyer and Carman.

The store sells Christian items
including books, greeting cards,
music, wall hanging and more. She
carries seasonal items, figurines
and gifts.

Knott says the closing is due to
the town’s economy, plus competi-
tion from outlets for books like the
Internet. When she first opened the
store, she said, it was hard to find a
parking spot on Main.

One day recently when she look-
ed out the window, she said she no-
ticed only one car parked out front
and the customer was in her shop.

“I was real excited,” she said.
Knott said business really turned

bad last Christmas. She said sales

were down and she kept holding on.
When spring came and her normal
rush for Easter, Mother’s Day, first
communion and confirmation
didn’t, she knew there was trouble.

“I think everybody’s having a
tough time,” she said, adding the
new businesses in town, Adronics/
Elrob Manuf. Corp. and ReNew-
able Energy Resources, could make
the difference. “I think we’re on the
right track.”

The closing will not just affect
Knott, but also her one part-time

employee, Twila Murray, and her
customers.

Knott worries many of her eld-
erly customers who aren’t part-
iculary computer literate won’t be
able to get books.

“I do feel bad about that,” she
said.

“The final chapter” reads bold
print in her store front window.

“Last page June 18.”
Knott said she plans to take a few

weeks off after she closes the doors
for the last time. After the vacation,
she will hit the streets searching for
a new job.

“I’m not saying no to anything
right now,” she said, adding that she
doesn’t plan to go back to teaching,
but might consider substituting.

“I do think it’s really hopeful,”
she said of the job market.

Even so, Knott, who is single, is
leaving a big part of her life behind.
She was the owner, sales lady and
janitor, she said. She was married to
her job and the divorce is taking its
toll.

“It’s kind of like losing a part of
you,” she said.

Saturday or Sunday
for graduation?
By Kathryn Burke

The Goodland Star-News
A request to change Goodland

High School graduation from Sat-
urday to Sunday had the school
board locked in a debate until mem-
bers finally decided to put the issue
off until the next meeting.

At a meeting Monday, May 23,
some members argued that Satur-
day is the best time for Project
Graduation, a night of games and
entertainment planned to keep se-
niors busy — and safe — after the
ceremony.

A Sunday graduation, others said,
would give family and friends a
chance to stay all weekend and visit.
But some relatives may need to
drive home before Monday, the first
group said.

“It certainly doesn’t make any
difference to me,” said Superinten-
dent Marvin Selby.

Mary Porterfield, high school
Spanish teacher and senior class
sponsor, had asked the board about
the day for graduation this year,
Saturday, May 21. She said it con-
flicts with the state track meet, base-
ball and softball.

“I haven’t gotten a lot of real good
comments (about changing the
date),” said board President Jane
Philbrick.

Board member Marty Melia has
had positive responses. One told
him their relatives could stay over
and spend some time with the fam-
ily.

Board member Mike Campbell
said now relatives drive in on Sat-
urday morning and only get to see
the graduates for a short time. Af-
ter they get their diplomas, he said,
the kids leave the family and run off
to Project Graduation.

“If graduation was on Sunday,”
he said, “it would be a weekend with
family.”

Board members argued that if the
graduation day was changed,
Project Graduation would have to
be moved to Sunday, too.

Melia said it’s better to have the
party on a Saturday.

Board member Fritz Doke said he
thought the all-night party is getting
out of hand anyway.

“It has nothing to do with
school,” Campbell agreed, saying
the decision should be based on the
school’s needs.

“Remember the last time we did
this?” asked Philbrick, pointing to
the conflicts over the day.

She asked board members if they
wanted to table the issue until the

next board meeting, and they ap-
proved the motion unanimously.

In other business, the board:
• Approved transfers from the lo-

cal option budget of $10,000 to the
bilingual fund, $3,000 to food ser-
vice, $50,000 to special education
and $64,603 to vocational educa-
tion for a total of $127,603.

• Approved bills totaling
$52,625. Board members discussed
a bill to Wal-Mart for groceries.

“They buy food at Wal-Mart?”
asked Melia.

Selby said they like to buy in
town and they save some money. He
said they get an itemized bill from
Wal-Mart, too.

• Heard Selby explain the local
option budget for this year.

Selby said when they set the
property tax levy, they guess how
much they need for the year. This
year they, budgeted for $780,462
and after speaking with County
Treasurer Shelby Miller, they esti-
mate the district actually will get
$849,751. That means they will
carry over $69,289 for next year.

“We’re in good shape so far,”
Selby said.

Last year the school had a
$90,000 carryover so they will have
$26,000 less for next year.

• Approved the Goodland High
School handbook. Swager said he
needed to have the information to
the printer by Wednesday.

This year, he said, they added
updated information from the board
policy review, including sexual ha-
rassment and substance and alcohol
abuse policies.

Board members looked at the
policy cell phone use, too. They
expressed concern about allowing
students to use cell phones. Right
now, the policy states students can
carry phones, but can not have them
turned on during class. Board mem-
bers worried about students using
text messaging to cheat on tests.

Campbell said the weapons sec-
tion of the handbook classified
pocket knives as illegal and asked
if students were allowed to carry
them. Principal Jim Mull of Grant
Junior High and North Elementary
said only certain types of pocket
knives are considered weapons and
therefore illegal.

Board member Dick Short said a
section of the handbook states that
students can not eat or drink on the
activity buses, but did not specifi-
cally mention adults. He requested
wording to ban all food and drink
from buses.

Linda Knott rang up one of her last sales Tuesday at her store, Knott
Just Books, which is going out of business next week. Knott said
she will miss her customers the most.
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