The Goodland Star-News / Tuesday, June 14, 2005 11

Sharp trowel key to successful archeology dig

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

A trowel — used mainly for
smoothing concrete— seemedlike
an unusual tool to dig for ancient
artifacts, and having to sharpen it
seemed more unusual.

ArrivingattheKanoradodigsite
thefirst Saturday afternoon, June4,
thefirst comment heard was, “ You
haveadull trowel.”

Thiswasnot thebest way to start
what wasto be aweek of vacation.
Pledging to sharpen thetrowelson
our return to town, Rob Quick, my
future son-in-law, and | were di-
rected to head for adig site.

There arethreesites, designated
SN14-101, 105 and 106. The site
farthest totheeastis101 whilesite
105isclosetothewestbound lanes
of I-70 and site 106 issouth of 1-70
and a bit east of County Road 3.
Sites 105 and 106 can be seenfrom
|-70, and somepeoplehonk asthey
driveby. Site101islessvisiblefrom
the freeway, but the portable potty
near the highway fencemarksit for
passersby.

The first two days, because of
muddy condition, all thevolunteers
got off thebusnear site 105 and had
towalk totheother work sites, about
three-eighthsof amileaway for 101
and 106. Later, the bus was able to
get closer to the two outlying sites
and there was less walking. For
those assigned to site 106, the bus
stopsat agateal ong County Road 3.

At the beginning of each shiftin
themorning and afternoon, thesite
supervisor would explainwhat had
beenfound sofar and what theplan
was for that day. New volunteers
were paired with an experienced
person to help get them started.

Beforethevolunteersarrive, the
archeol ogistsflagged specificsites
where they felt the digging would
begood, and placeswherebonesor
other artifacts were present on the
surface. The areas to be dug had
been surveyed and staked out with
long spikes, with string strung
around the spikes to define the
squaresor “units’ to be excavated.

Scraping the surface of the 1-
meter-by-1-meter unitandtryingto
keep it level aslayers of dirt were
dliced off madethesharpnessof the
trowel questionclear. A dull trowel
tendsto dig less and take more el -
bow strength than asharp one.

Beforethetrowel scanbeused, the
excesssoil — overburden—hastobe
removed with ashovel. Sometimes
theoverburden canbelessthanafoot
or closer to threefeet, depending on
where the archeologist believes the
buried ground starts.

Along the sections of Middle
Beaver Creek, the excavation sites
are all on the south banks, and the
buried strataisabout fivefeet from
thetop of the bank.

-

Jerry Finke of Kansas City, Mo., holds a Hartville chert scraper
found Friday afternoon at the dig site south of Kanorado. The dig
continues this week and wraps up with an ice-cream social and
resume at 6:30 p.m. on Saturday at Goodland High School.

Being inexperienced diggers,
Quick and | were assigned to two
units next to each other under the
eyeof Sharon Sage, avicepresident
of the KansasArcheol ogical Asso-
ciation who has been aregular on
thedigsfor adecade.

Openingunit No. 652 took about
an hour as the overburden was re-
moved, andthebaselevel reached.
Once we leveled out where Steve
Holen, an archeologist from the
Denver Museum of Science and
Nature, felt the starting stratawas,
the corners and center elevations
were shot with a survey system,
calledaTotal Station, usingabuilt-
in GPSto verify theelevations.

“l amsuresomethingisburiedin
thisunit,” Holen said to Rob and |
last Saturday asthework began.

“You have dull trowels,” Sage
saidaswebegandlicingaway atthe
dirt of the small areaswe had been
assigned. Shetried to show ushow
to keep thefloor of thesitelevel as
we scraped the dirt into bucketsto
be screened.

Using asharp trowel, thinlayers
of dirt were scraped off and swept
up in a scoop to be sifted for evi-
dence of flakes created when the
ancient people chipped at larger
rocksto makestonetoolsor points.

Everythingismeasuredin centi-
meters, and after each unit islow-
ered by 5 centimeters— about two
inches— new GPS shotsaretaken
and paperwork isfilled out saying
that nothingwasfoundinthislevel.

Gym owner regrets delay

GYM, from Page 1

said, he'll goback for another load.
The merchandise, he said will
arrivein boxes. Hedoesn’t sort the
stuff or priceit, but encouragescus-
tomersto makehimadeal.
“I'mawholesaler,” hesaid, add-
ingthat hewouldn’t mindif people
buy hismerchandiseandresell itfor
more on the Internet. “You can
make money off of me.”
Heplanstoteach customershow
tousethelnternet for sellingitems
onauction siteslike eBay.
Last week, Soper set up liability
insurance on the building. He said

theinsurance should cover anyone
who sellsitemsin the gym market.
“1I"m running a legitimate busi-
ness,” hesaid, adding that hewants
to make sure everyoneis comfort-
ablesellinginthegym.
Superintendent Marvin Selby
said Soper sent an additional
$15,000 which along with his pre-
vious $10,000 is half of the gym
price. Soper said he will bring the
remaining $25,000in August.
Soper saidhewill behere, butjust
|ater than planned.
“Nothing’s really going to
change,” hesaid, except thefleaand
farmer’smarket will start | ater.

PRECISION SATELLITE GUIDANCE
FOR SUPERIOR APPLICATION

Reinke

W ANNT
AR WRIT SVEIET fiaY EEiles he Trefd

Aot shop feature imcluded

Mo 0 v e feileil

2 ¥ ¥ ¥ 2 ® P

AVIGATOR
SERIES OF GPS CONTROLS FOR END TOWERS

Tho mew Ranke Mavemor™ Series of 0P8 Contmls for ond owers, @ the
answer for producers wha TESUINS CRETCITE OECUMAcy 1 Eaming m | Jl'l'll‘.'ul:l.lll
kel st liie techmmlngy Hir end fowers assnncs supenor appheation

Defimiseh the latest im plvot technolog
Change application rates in different areas

Cuiitirel el giiiis imoie socimbels

Cam P sl i B st eaveleies

Lo cosct is o pleasant surprise

Soe your Remke Dealer inday aed disoover bow the Rembke Mmvegnior Senies
ol LaPS Loaminoes can deliver supersor pgscaliig i Your aperalinn

S

(785) 675-3201

Hoxie Implement Co., Inc.[] Colby Ag Center LC.u”i
(785) 462-6132

Reinke

. MORE RIGHT THAN RAIN

W
N

*The WAAS (Wide Area Augmentation System) provides satellite signal corrections not available with
standard GPS equipment, providing unprecedented accuracy that is superior to most handheld units.

www.reinke.com

New paperwork isissued for the
next level and the scraping and
screening beginsagain.

At the end of the first day, one
level had been scraped off, but noth-
ing was found. That Sunday, two
level sweretaken off thesame unit,
and again nothing wasfound.

To vary the dig experience, we
scheduled Monday morning inthe
lab at the high school, and field
work in the afternoon.

Arriving at the worksite that af-
ternoon, someone announced that
Hai Huang, agraduatestudent from
Shanghai, China, hadfound aflake
in unit No. 652 that morning. We
scraped another level off that after-
noon, but nothing moreturned up.

Two more layers came off on
Tuesday without anything being
found. Wednesday morning, an-
other layer was scraped off with
nothing but a collection of larger
rocksand evidence of rodent holes
being found.

Thursday afternoon, we arrived
tofind that State Archeologist Bob
Hoard had been scrapinginthat unit
and again more flakes had been
found. We removed another level
that afternoon without anything
new being added to the specimen
catal og kept on each unit.

Sage had amouse run across her
handinanearby unit that afternoon,
andwewatched another scrambled
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Terry Rombeck of The Lawrence Journal-World spent Friday visiting the sites and taking photos of

the workers at the archeology dig sites near Kanorado.

across and up the wall into ahole
several inchesabovewhereshewas
digging.

Friday morning we again low-
eredunitNo. 652 another level, but
nothing wasfound.

Having spent thewholeweek on
site 106, we decided to take the &f -
ternoon off to check out progressat
the other two sites. After lunch we
hiked to site 105. We found they
were not finding much since the
first bones, and wereusing shovels
tomovethroughthelevelsfaster to
get down to what Holen called the
“mammoth” level.

Atsite101, therewasexcitement
because Brenda Culbertson of
Mayetta had found a piece of what
appeared to be a scapula, part of a
shoulder bone, in the unit she was
excavating. Thebonewasthe 14th
specimen taken from that unit, in-
cluding anincised hematite, which
is an ancient painting implement,
found by KimKilmartin of Topeka,
astudent from Baker University.

Culbertson has been digging for
several years, and has been apaid
staffer for thestate. An astronomer,
she now operates the Washburn
University observatory.

This site has many flags beyond
where the volunteers are digging.
Attached to some of the flags are
specimen bags with bits of bone or
other artifactsfound on the surface.

The volunteers take 15-minute
breaksat 10a.m.and3p.m. Lunchis
from noon to 1 p.m. We returned to
site 106 in time for the afternoon
break andweretoldthat NormanDye
of Meade had found hisninth flake.

While talking to the volunteers,
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therewasashout fromthehillside:
“Jerry hasfoundatool.” Everybody
gathered aroundto see

Sureenough, Jerry Finkeof Kan-
sasCity, Mo., hadfoundaHartville
chirt scrapperinunitNo. 652, more
than an inch or more below where
wehad left it that morning.

Holen said the Hartville rock is
found near Guernsey, Wyo. He was
pleased with thefind, whichwasthe
first tool excavated from any of the
sites. Another scraper had beenfound
onthesurfacenear thesamelocation
in May when Holen and Dr. Rolfe
Mandel of the Kansas Geological
Survey werewalking thearea.

“| kept saying there was some-

Photos by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

thing inthat unit,” Holen said.

Specimensgathered fromthethree
sitesisbeing cataloged and taken tc
Denver for testing and examination.

“We want to be sure we do this
right,” Holen said. “We know try-
ing to push thedate of human habi-
tation back beyond 12,000 years
will becontroversial. Wearetrying
tobeextracareful and preservethe
evidence to be able to present &
well-documented analysis.”

The week came to an end. We
werepleasedtobethereforthedis-
covery of the tool, and happy it
came from the unit we scraped on.
We planto go back Saturday to see
how far down thework hasgone.

Crossword Puzzle
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14 5 16
17 18 19
20 21 22
23 24 25
26 27 28 29 30 31 32 33 34
35 36 37 38 39
40 41 42
43 44 45 46
47 48 49 50 51
52 53 54 55
56 57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64
65 66 67
68 69 70
71 72 73
CLUESACROSS 1. Apt
1.Basics 2. Seethe
5. Honeys 3. Ty , Hall of Famer
10. Press 4. Sharpen
14. Kick 5. Division, abbr.
15. Infuse 6. Ruler
16. Opp_osed 7. Skillfully
17. Capital of Gabon 8. Directions, related to
19. Section gameor sport
20. Nudge 9. Behold
21. Grain 10. Shade of pink
22. Pull , Sweaters 11. Incorporation
23. Typeof rally 12.Toss
25. Peak _ 13. Swats
26. Commercias 18. Vase-shaped jug
29. Rock group 22. Choose
31. Concord e.g. 24.Bench
32.Brew 25. Remains
35. Summon 26. Taken ___, (shocked)
37.Vigil . 27.CityinIndia
~ 39. Parent Teacher Associa- 28.Villains
tions _ 30. Popinjay
40. Healing plant 31. YoungAtlantic cod
41. Vehicle 33. Insectinwormlikeform
42. Ventilates

34. Analyticliterary

Pjﬁf ol

43. Drink quickly composition
44, Chocol ate substitute 36. Small cask
46. Star 38. Pave
47.Cousin _ 39. Shallow container
48. Compass point 44. Timezone
49, Swab 45. Cavedweller
51.No 48. Compass point
52. Liability 50. Danish physicist
54. Malecat 53. Worn
56. Drinking aid 55. Very small
58. Legume 56. Tier
61. Easternreligion 57. Careen
65. Le\/el_ 58. Cougar
66. Massiveforce 59. Freudian selves
68. Women'smagazine 60. Mdaria
69. Lov_e 62. Zilch
70. Belief 63. Pair
71. Stressdisorder, abbr. 64. Bechivestate
72. Microwavelaser 66. Block
73. School subject 67. Goof
CLUESDOWN
1803 Cherry
dine-in Goodland, Kan.
67735

899-3661




