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corrections

goodlandsstt a ra r-- nneewwss

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standing in a news story. Please call
our office at (785) 899-2338 to re-
port errors. We believe that news

DISH NETWORK HAS THE LOWEST ALL-DIGITAL
PRICE IN AMERICA....EVERY DAY!

 SWITCH TODAY AND GET OVER 60 OF  AMERICA’S
FAVORITE CHANNELS PLUS WICHITA LOCALS!

with Free Installation

ONLY $31.99/MONTH
CALL 1-866-SKY-EYES for details

SIRIUS Satellite Radio available here

All prices, packages and programming subject to change without notice.
Call Decision Weather, Inc. for details (785) 626-8066.

* Over 120 channels of satellite radio
* 65 channels of commercial-free music

Richardson’s Homestead Realty

RICHARDSON’S HOMESTEAD REALTY, INC.
1023 Main • Goodland, KS 67735

785-899-2328 or 1-800-974-2426
OR E-MAIL US AT: homestead@eaglecom.net

Visit our website: www.goodlandksrealestate.com

Cynthia
Butts
899-3944
gldrealtor
@yahoo.com

Donna
Moore
899-6159
donnam
@eaglecom.net

Terry
Richardson
899-3093
terryr
@eaglecom.net

Satisfied buyers and sellers, our greatest asset!

701 Center  $106,000
Brick ranch with over 2000 sq. ft.
on one level, 3 bedrooms, 2
baths, family room.

621 Arcade  $127,900
3 bedrooms, 2 bath brick ranch.
Immaculate! All new paint & car-
pet, plus more. Seller will pay
$1500 toward buyers closing costs
as a special limited time incentive!

908 East 5th  $73,000
4 bedrooms, 2 1/4 baths, formal
dining room, double car at-
tached garage, new kitchen
flooring, new upper level deck,
beautiful yard.

821 Harrison $78,500
Maintenance free exterior, 4 bed-
rooms, 2 baths, sprinkler system,
ready-to-move into condition.

New
New

www.ebankwest.com

We will be closing
at 12:00 p.m. (noon)

Wednesday,
June 15, 2005

so our employees may attend
a bank meeting.

We will be open regular hours
Thursday.

Goodland, Colby, St. Francis, Idalia, Co.

Notice
Anyone still having flowers,

plants or memorials out at the
cemetary are reminded that they

need to be picked up.
Thank You.

Repair shop offers more services, space
By Kathryn Burke

The Goodland Star-News
The warm sun beat down on

workers pouring the concrete for a
new building at Alex’s Radiator and
Auto Repair last week.

Alex West, owner of the shop,
watched over the work and talked
about a promising future.

The new building will be 60 feet by
60 feet with room for three cars lifts.

West said it will be a steel build-
ing with 16-foot walls, tall enough
to fit a semi tractor inside.

They will have a new office, wait-
ing room and public restrooms.

“We never had a waiting room
before,” he said.

The shop has always been more
than just radiators, he said, but the
expansion means even more services.

West said they will add tires, oil
changes, tune-ups and complete ex-
haust replacement.

The exhaust equipment includes
a machine to bend pipe in house.

Although they have done ex-
hausts before, West said, they have
ordered most of the parts.

The shop will offer small-engine
repair, from chain saws to lawn
mowers, he said.

“I don’t think there’s too many
people doing that,” he said, adding
he has done small engines for the
past 20 years.

For the expansion, West is adding
new equipment including a ma-
chine that helps remove tires from
wheels.

He said they will remove, re-
place, patch and balance tires.

West said they will need a storage
tank for used oil and an oil burner
for the winter.

To store tires, he said, they will
build special racks.

In the office, they will install their
first computer system to do billing
and payroll.

“It’s gonna be a lot quicker ser-
vice,” he said.

West plans to keep one existing
small building for radiator repair.

He will use the other existing
building for tire and vehicle storage.

The new space will force West to
double his staff, with four on the
payroll instead of just two.

His wife Pam will continue to do
the book work, he said.

The biggest benefit to the new

building, he said, is indoor space.
“We’ve always had to do work

outside,” he said, sweating in the
summer and freezing in the winter.
“It was kind of cold working on
semis outside.”

The new building will have heat-

ing and air conditioning in the of-
fice and portable air conditioners
for the shop.

West took over the shop in 1998
from Lonny Potterff and bought ra-
diator equipment from McB’s.

He said the new building was on

his list for the past few years, but
they hadn’t been able to do it until
just recently.

“I’ve needed the room,” West
said. “I’ve been looking forward to
it, that’s for sure.” He is grateful to
First National Bank and the Small

Business Association for help get-
ting the construction going.

Goody’s Construction is doing
the work, Marty Johnson the elec-
tricity and McClure Plumbing the
pipes.

Work on the shop expansion be-

gan in April and they finished pour-
ing the concrete Wednesday.

West said he plans to hold an open
house later this summer.

He invites people to swing by and
take a look at the construction in the
meantime.

should be fair and factual. We want
to keep an accurate record and ap-
preciate you calling to our attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

County commissioners consider appraiser’s job
By Kathryn Burke

The Goodland Star-News
Terry Ballard, the part-time

county appraiser, met with Sher-
man County commissioners last
Tuesday on his agreement, offering
to work another four-year term for
the same pay.

Commissioners said they’d wait
unitl today make up their minds,
and the appraiser said he hoped
they’d let him know soon if he needs
to start looking for a job.

For his position, which by law
requires special training, Ballard is
paid $40,000 per year plus full ben-
efits. He also works part-time for
Rawlins County and lives in At-
wood. His contract with Rawlins
County is for $30,000.

“I would love to continue as
county appraiser for another four
years under the same contract,” he
told commissioners.

Ballard also asked for feedback
on his job performance. Appraisers

in some counties have been under
fire as all face contract renewal.

“I think you’re doing a good job,”
said Commissioner Mitch Tiede.
“Things seem to be going relatively
smooth.”

Ballard brought commissioners a
survey of appraisers from around the
area to compare pay, listing the sala-
ries and job duties of area appraisers.

Most of the part-time appraisers,
he said, are in northwest and south-
west Kansas. He said the figures
include some counties have an ap-
praiser who contracts some work
with outside companies.

“Everything is done in-house
here,” he said.

Ballard is required to reinspect 17
percent of the property in the county
each year. That means he has to
physically inspect the each one.

All property, he said, must be re-
assessed in a desk review each year.
He said they adjust for inflation,
neighborhood and other factors.

Ballard said his salary seems
pretty competitive when all of the
variables are taken into account.

From the survey, he cited a few
examples, including an assessor in
Cheyenne County who is paid
$12,000 a year for working one day
a month.

In Decatur County, he said, the
appraiser is paid $29,500 for work-
ing one day a week. In Johnson
County, the full-time administrator
makes $90,000 per year, he said,
adding he is probably responsible
for 80 to 100 people

“It looks to me like we’re kind of

in the middle,” said Tiede.
Commissioner Kevin Rasure has

heard concerns that some counties
pay roughly the same and get a full-
time appraiser who lives in the county.

Ballard said the Thomas County
appraiser has lived there for 20 years.

“They’re very fortunate,” he said,
adding that most appraisers in the
area work part-time in several coun-
ties. “Thomas is the only one here
in the northwest that has a full-time
appraiser.”

Tiede asked Ballard why the
county pays his full benefits for a
part-time job.

Ballard answered that in 1997, he
was approached by commissioners
and offered a contract. The contract, he
said, has remained the same since then.

“I’m not asking for any raise,” he
said, adding that department heads in
the county have had increases over
the past eight years that he hasn’t seen.
“I’m very comfortable with this.”

Tiede asked how many days per
week Ballard works in Rawlins
County.

He said he spent roughly 700
hours there and 1,195 hours here
last year, a little less than two-thirds
time here and a third in Atwood.

After a 10-minute closed-door
session, commissioners decided to
wait to make a decision, placing
Ballard on the agenda for today.

Ballard asked commissioners to
make a decision soon so he can ex-
plore his options.

“I don’t want to end up on July 1
without an income,” he said.

Ballard gave commissioners an
update on county assessments, too.
He said the county lost $655,000 of
assessed value on agriclutlure land
this year, but gained $270,000 on oil
and gas.

Overall, he said, the county has
lost $250,000 in assessed value.

The difference should be made up,
Ballard said, when state assessment
on utilities, railroads and pipelines is
figured. He said 20 percent of the to-
tal county valuation is state assessed
and the new Cheyenne Plains pipe-
line could make a difference.

Roger Snethen (right) with Goody’s Construction pulled a board across a section
of freshly poured concrete for the expansion at Alex’s Radiator and Repair last week.
Dee Miller helped pour while others used shovels, rakes and trowels to spread the
concrete.                                                                                         Photos by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

Workers pour, smooth concrete


