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from our viewpoint...

State has a good
highway system

Kansasishlessed with agood highway system these days.

It'sthework of many people, but acoupleof governorsdeserve
special credit: Mike Hayden, who gave usthe first comprehen-
sivetransportation plan, thoughit may havecost himhisjob, and
Bill Graves, who kicked off the second, current plan.

Hayden inherited arapidly declining highway system in the
1980s, and set about saving it. Theresult wasan eight-year plan
which put Kansas back on top of the transportation world.

Heal so brought aprofessional focustothe new Department of
Transportation. Nolonger runby apolitically appointed commis-
sion, the department wasfreeto focuson facts.

Andthat hasbrought Kansasavery good road system. Spend-
ing decisions are based on traffic flows and road condition, and
our highwaysarein asgood ashape asthey’ ve ever been.

Try drivinginany adjacent stateif youdon’t believethis. Visi-
tors, from other states, and from around theworld, praiseKansas
highways.

There is atradeoff in this focus on engineering, however. It
meansthat the highway system, outsidethemajor metro areasat
least, is pretty much frozen asis.

Money goesto maintenancefirst, and upgrading primary routes
second. Thereispreciouslittleleft over to expand the system or
promotetheeconomy of any K ansastown. Competitionwasfierce
for the$100 million ayear or soin*“enhancement” projects.

Thismeansthe status quo reigns. And many towns are on the
outside, lookingin.

taurants, fewer plants, have been built.

the hard-to-drive-to regions of the southeast and northeast.

expensiveconcrete pavement, four-lanerights-of -way and soar-
ing bridgesthat carry county roadsover nothing much.

todraw businessto poor partsof thestate. Wetraded that for good,
basic, solid two-lanes.
In most areas, that’swhat we need.

theNebraskaborder today becauseof political influence, not traf-
powerful interestsalong theroad.

buildit, they will come.

Therest of thestateiswatchingtheU.S. 81 experiment, because
therearealot of placeswhich could use better roads, especialy
southeast Kansas, where Independence, Parsons and Pittsburg
strugglewithtwo-laneaccesswhilesouthwest Missouri hasafree-
way to Kansas City.

Thenortherntier of countiesalong U.S. 36 fallsinto this cat-
egory, too, underserved and underdevel oped.

Thestate could changethat. — Steve Haynes
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Kansasblessedasmall diceof thestatewhenit chosetheroutes
for the Interstate system back in the 1950s. Did anyone then ap-
preciate how much the new freewayswoul d concentratetraffic?

Intheyearssince, roadsi de businesses and industry both have
flocked to the Interstate corridors. The areas along other, once-
busy east-west routes have withered. Few new motels and res-

TheRobert Bennett eraof the 1970s produced agrand planfor
aKansasfreeway systemserving all partsof thestate, especialy

Some of these roads were actually begun. Isolated segments
existonU.S. 75, U.S. 69, U.S. 169 and even U.S. 36, marked by

With the Bennett freeway plan died theideaof building roads

There are opportunities, though, and there are prospects for
economic development. U.S. 8l isan example; it’'sfour lanesto

fic. It wasbuilt to draw business, and improve safety, pushed by

And that may not be abad idea. There's evidence that if you

Let’s talk about Valentine’s Day

| don’t know about you, but accordingtomy
calendar, Vaentine' s Day has passed.

Oh, well. Withall my work, it wasreally just
another day. | even had ameeting that night.

But, tomany people, itisaholiday filledwith
thoughtsof loveandromance. Afrienddidsend
meacard and another friendincluded abox of
candy, all of which | sincerely appreciated.
That'sreally morethan | did.

Asl get older itisharder and harder to keep
upwith al therelativesand all the holidays.

Sowhocaresif weta k about Valentine'sDay
inJune.

Valentine'sDay. A day to honor your loved
ones.

Did you know it began many years ago —
probably duringtheRoman Empire? Thereare
variousclaimsabout itsorigin, but it seemsto
havebeenlinkedto aproblem Romewashav-
ing.

Mendidn’'twanttogotowar andleavetheir
families. So the emperor cancelled all mar-
riages and engagements.

However, that didn’t solvethe problem.

A few priests, like Valentine (later to be
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named a saint) secretly performed marriages
and helped struggling Christian martyrs. For
his compassion, Valentine was arrested and
sentenced to death by clubbing.

Hismartyrdom occurred on February 14th,
which was the holiday to honor Juno, the
Queen of theRoman godsand goddesses. Juno
wasknown asthegoddessof women and mar-
riage.

So our holiday honoring loveisacombina
tion of compassion, daring and paganism. It
isn't a Christian holiday, but our society cel-
ebratesit with gesturesof love.

SoI'll endwith aquoteabout love:

“Lovedeeply. Donot hesitatetoloveandto
lovedeeply. Youmight beafraidof thepainthat
deep love can cause. When those you love
deeply reject you, leaveyouor die, your heart

will be broken. But that should not hold you
back fromloving deeply. Thepain that comes
from deep love makes your love ever more
fruitful. Itislikeaplow that breakstheground
to allow the seed to take root and grow into &
strong plant. Every time you experience the
pain of rejection, absence or death, you are
facedwithachoice. You canbecomebitter and
decide not to love again, or you can stand
straight in your pain and | et the soil on which
you stand becomericher and moreabletogive
lifeto new seeds.

“Themoreyou havelovedand haveallowed
yourself to suffer because of your love, the
more you will be able to let your heart grow
wider and deeper. Whenyour loveistruly giv-
ing and receiving, those whom you love will
not leave your heart, even when they depart
from you. Those you have loved deeply be-
comeapart of you....” (Henri J. M. Nouwen,
Thelnner Voiceof Love).

Don't beafraidtolove. And don’t be afraid
toexpressyour love. Godislove. Andloveis
what makesall of lifeworthwhile.

Turn off the spigots
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It is no mystery why Great Plains farmers
irrigate. My farming father and grandfathers
struggled against the weather oddsin our dry
westernend of Kansastheirwholelives. It sel-
dom rained enough, and each year they took a
gut-wrenching gamble planting their wheat.

In the late 1960s, technology came to the
rescue. My father putinhisfirstirrigationwell.
With well water, he could engineer his own
rainfall and also grow more lucrative crops
suchascornand soybeans. When hisold heart
finally failed him 30 yearsafter hebeganirri-
gating, he owned fivewells.

Our farm’s original well happens to be
among those monitored by the Kansas Geo-
logical Survey. | visited theagency’sWeb site
recently and wasasdismayed by agraphthere
as| had been watching my father’sfailing vi-
tal signsonthehospital monitor. Bothtracked
the approach of death— with one significant
difference. My father died naturally at theend
of anormal human lifespan. We are killing
much of the OgallalaAquifer, draining water
that took thousands of years to accumulate.

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.

prairie
writers circle

® julene bair

Without thiswaste, thewater wouldsustainlife
for many generationsto come.

During his evolution from dryland to irri-
gated farming, my father becamepart of asys-
temthat can’t besustained, becauseit depends
on burning nonrenewabl eenergy topump non-
renewable water from this ancient aquifer,
which stretchesfrom South Dakotato Texas.
Most of this energy and water goesinto pro-
ducing cornthat isthen fed to cattle.

To grow corn, farmers plowed up more of
thelir grass.

“How else could we feed the world?’ my
father would say when | lamented theloss.

But he could have fed the world more
healthfully and less wastefully if he had
skipped the corn and shipped beef directly
from his grass to the table. Compared with
grain-fattened feedlot beef, grass-fed beef is
much lower in artery-clogging saturated fat
and containsmoreomega-3fatty acids, which
arethoughttoaid cardiovascular health. When
weeat meat from grass-fed animal's, weprofit
fromtheir ability toconvert proteinfromaself-
renewing resource, thegrassesthat grew here
inthefirst place.

| usedto accusemy father of being environ-
mentally insensitive. He knew that the aqui-
fer wasfiniteand allowed that “they will have
to stop us eventually” — they being the gov-
ernment.

“Until they do, though,” he said, “I got
mine!”

Helovedtoinfuriatemewiththat response.

| especialy hatedthat thefederal farm program
underwrote the waste by offering price sup-
portsfor corn.

But asoneof my father’sprofiteering heirs,
now | tooam part of theentrenched andineffi-
cient system. Turning off the spigots would
reducetheflow of cashlandrentintomy pocket
by two-thirds.

That prospect troubles me, but not as much
asother numbers. Therearemorethan 880ir-
rigation wellsin our county. Out of our five
aonewehavepumped morethan6 billiongal -
lonsof water. That’senoughtokeepthe 5,000
peopleof Goodland, thetown nearest our farm,
inwater for morethan 10 years. An aguarium
coveringafootball fieldwould needwallsover
2.5 mileshighto hold that much water.

Our farm recently signed up for agovern-
ment conservation program that is helping us
cut our water useby 50 percent. But evenat this
rate, we arewasting water.

Thetimehascomefor “them” to stop us—
al of us. Instead of price supports for corn,
Plainsfarmersneed hel p switching back todry-
land crops or grass-fed livestock. Among the
dryland crops may be seed sources of oil that
could be turned into biodiesel, reducing our
nation’sdependenceonfossil fuels.

| would vote for any legislator who pushes
toendirrigation out of the Ogallala. | believe
that | am not theonly farmer or farm heir who
would. We grew up on thisland drinking this
water, and know its real value can't be mea-
sured in money. We will rally behind leaders
who will argue their own consciences and
awaken ours.

JuleneBair isauthor of “ OneDegreeWest:
Reflections of a Plainsdaughter.” She wrote
thisessayfor theLandInstitute’'sPrairieWrit-
ersCircle, Salina. ShelivesinLongmont, Colo.
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HOW ABOUT A
COASTER
WITH LEGS?
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