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Citizens speak In favor of city-county road plan

ROADS, from Page la

commission this year, said he dis-
agreed with using the sales tax to
raise money to fix roads.

“The sales tax is the most regres-
sivetaxthereis,” hesaid. “Raisingthe
sales tax will mean the lowest-paid
peopleinthecity will get apay cut.

“1 do commend you for looking
at theroads, but there are other im-
portant issueslikewater and sewer
that needto beaddressed. | am con-
cernedthat thereneedstobeacom-
prehensiveeconomicdevel opment
plan, and the schoolsneed to bein-
volved.

“l urgeyouto put thisonholdand
put together along term plan and
includethe schools.”

“1 wanttocommendyour plans,”
said Brent Wood, abroker for AIG
Investment. “1 believe salestax is
the fairest tax because everyone
who consumes pays the tax. The
state hasafood salestax rebate for
the low incometo help these fami-
lies.

“Theseroadsall needwork. | am
concerned about Main, and roads
out by the highway like the stretch
in front of Conoco.

“We have other infrastructure
that needs attention. Are we tying
our handsfor thenext 10years?I do
believe we will see an increasein
the sales tax because of the devel-
opment. | support your efforts.”

Billinger said the city could not
doanythingabout thestreetinfront
of Conoco, east of K-27, becauseit
isaprivateroad.

“Wewouldliketofix that,” Bill-
inger said. “We are talking to the
owner about a way to solve the
problem.”

‘| disagreewiththegentlemanin
the back (Walker) about sal estax,”
said PeteWhalen, aGoodland | aw-
yer. “ Although economists might
differ, | can show you reports that
show sales tax as being the fairest
and most beneficial way to pay for
theseimprovements.

“1 am strongly in favor of what
youaredoing. Itisuptoyoutostudy
the details and present them to the
people.”

“l don’t want to debate about

salestax,” Walker replied. “| want
to be sure we are doing the right
thing, becausethisisthelasttaxing
authority thecity haswhenweraise
thesalestax.”

Rasure said the plan at thistime
isto raisethe county salestax, and
that hasto be approved by the state
Legislature in Topeka beforeit is
voted ontheby county citizens. He
said that would not interfere with
the city’s ability to raise the sales
tax.

Billinger said the sales tax in-
creasewould have asunset clause,
which would mean it would be
taken off when the cost of thetotal
project has been paid. He said that
couldbelessthan10yearsif collec-
tionincrease.

Todd Quenzer, a farmer near
Brewster, askedwhenthelast work
was done on old U.S. 24, and if
county plansabetter repair jobthan
was done back then.

Curt Way, county public works
manager, said the work donein
1999 consisted of a chip seal on
most of the 33 miles and some hot
in-placerecycling near Edson. The
surface of the chip seal isbreaking
upinplacesafter six years. Hesaid
thistime, the county plansto mill
off about threeinchesof oldasphalt
and lay a new overlay along the
whole highway.

“On the pessimistic side, what
happensif the salestax doesn’tin-
crease,” Quenzer said.

Billinger saidthecity and county
had |ooked at the past five years of
salestax, and it looks to be pretty
steady. Rasuresaidthesal estax had
been staying the same, but had a
largeincreaselast year.

Another questionwastheimpact
of a new Wal-Mart Super Center
under constructionin Colby.

Dechant said anew Wal-Mart in
Colby would not mean any change
intheonein Goodland. He said he
felt most of the customers come
from the west and would not drive
to Colby.

Ryan Hageman, manager of
Wendy's, said he agreed with the
importance of the roads. He asked
if thesal estax money wouldbeused
for other projectsbesidestheroads,

Splashing begins on Saturday

SWIMMING, from Page la

along the north side of the poal to
separate the area where the new
pipehad beenlaid.

Hetoldthecommissionersthat a
new manholewouldbeinstalled on
Wednesday, and most of the
trenches closed by Friday. He said
work wouldremainonthemanhole,
but it would be outside the main
fences of thewater park.

Mayor Rick Billinger asked act-
ing City Manager TomArmour and
Chuck L utters, publicworksdirec-
tor, if they were comfortable with
the precautions.

Armour said he was satisfied as
long as the trenches were closed.
Lutters said he felt the staff had
made the area as saf e as possible,
and that the pools could open Sat-
urday. The others present agreed.

Once the opening had been
agreedto, Danielsmadeamotionto

Classifieds work!
Call 899-2338

have the city excavate around the
kiddy pool, whichisbeingreplaced
under a contract mediation agree-
ment, and make surethe ground is
compacted properly. It was ap-
proved unanimously.

The meeting adjourned at 4:45
p.m. Thecity commissionwill meet
at 5p.m.onMonday, withchoosing
thetop candidatesfor city manager
on the agenda. Once the commis-
sionselectsthetopfivecandidates,
interviews will be conducted next
Friday and Saturday, and on Mon-
day and Tuesday June27 and 28, to
avoid the July 4 holiday.

laberatory
Low Cest Lab .
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Medicare or Medicaid will be
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« Appointment needed
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Thomas County Health Departmnt
thomascohd@st-tel.net
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Colby, Kansas 67701 Friday 8am till 4pm
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andwonderedwhat happensif there
isan emergency?

Billinger said the money would
be used to pay for the bonds, and
could not be used for anything else
without another vote of the people.
Hesaidincaseof anemergency, the
county might havetoraiseproperty
taxes, but thecity wouldhavemore
flexibility with the user fees for
electric, water and sewer bills.

“My business needs these roads
to do better,” Hageman said. “ You
need to educate the people my age
on the issues. Otherwise they will
voteagainstit.”

Danielssaidthecity waslooking
at other issues, but the roads were
the major project, a starting point.
He said the city has been trying to
work onthesewer and water i ssues
and had taken the first step on the
sewer system by setting up arate
structureto beableto pay for anew
treatment plant.

DarinNeufeld, of Evans, Bierly,
HutchisonandAssociates, thecity's
engineers, said he had been in
Goodland for seven years. In that
time, he said, the city has adopted
long-term plans on water, sewer,
streets and the airport. He said the
city looks at water and sewer rates
each year to see that money is set
asidefor future projects.

Neufeld said the city has been
getting money from grantsto help
with some projects, such asthere-
placement of thebrick intersections
at Sixth, Seventh and Eighth with
Main. He said the city isin the de-
sign phase on replacement of the
intersections at 11th and 12th, and
had received approval for the next
phase, whichwill replacetheinter-
sectionsat Ninth, 10th and 13th.

In closing statements, the com-
missioners thanked those who had
come, and asked them to sharethe
information about the plans.

“Weask youtobeopenminded,”
Billinger said. “We will probably
have another open meeting.”

‘It is good to see people in-
volved,” Rasure said. “Wewant to
hear fromyou whether itisgood or
bad, because you may be thinking
about something we had not
thought of .”

COSTS, from Page 1a

Estimated cost of joint road plan

Total County Roads — $8.25 million
Total combined projects — $11.4 million

deeper milling.

or four-inch overlay.

of subbase and drainage.

County Road 65 (Eighth Street west of
city) — $2.7 million for five miles of Road 65
and one mile south on County Road 14 past
Northern Sun at Caruso to old U.S. 24. Esti-
mate includes seven-inch milling and overlay
to handle increased truck traffic for economic
development. It would be less cost for a three

County Road 16 — $321,00, one mile be-
tween County Road 64 and 65 past golf course.
This would resurface the dirt road with a five-
or six-inch asphalt surface and include build up

street and upgrade storm sewer.
Total City Streets — $3.2 million
COUNTY ROADS
County Road 64/64.2 (old U.S.24) — $5.2
million, all 33 miles across the county, millthree
inches and do a three-inch asphalt overlay.
Some sections would require subbase work or

SALES TAXREVENUE

Aone-cent countywide sales tax would raise
about $1.2 million per year, based on the aver-
age total collections of the past three years.

The city and county plantoissue bondsto do
the jointroad projects over atwo-to three-year
period. Sales tax revenues would pay off the
bondsin10to 12 years. The one-cent salestax
would sunset when enough money has been
collected to pay off the bond issue.

Based onthe pastthree years of salestax col-
lections by the city and county, an average
Sherman County household (2,758 homes in
the 2000 census) pays $441 per year for the
current one-cent sales tax. Based on a popu-
lation of 6,277 for the county, as certified by the
state in 2004, each person pays $194 in sales
tax to the city and county.

(These figures do not include the statewide
sales tax of 5.3 cents.)

Turnaround hailed at Goodland hospital

HOSPITAL, from Page la

ing off through 2014.

Total operating revenuewent up
from $8,219,300 in 2003 to
$9,555,178 in 2004. Expenses are
up, whichisnormal, Johnson said,
but therewasal sotheadditionof the
clinic’sexpenses.

Johnsongavetheboard members
numbers comparing the Goodland
hospital tofiveother critical access
hospitals. Goodland has$1 million
inworking capital comparedto$1.8
million at the other facilities, he
said, but therehavebeen somelean

years here. The others had aloss
from operations last year, he said,
while Goodland had net income.

Board member Doug Irvin said
he thought the hospital |ooked bad
last year until he compared it with
the others.

Theother hospitalsconverted to
critical access in 2004, Johnson
said, sothesamehospitalscouldbe
used in the comparison because
they wereall still similar. They al
had better yearswiththenew status.

Hospital officialscalled Slice of
Lifeasuccessand thanked all who
were involved. The event brought

matters of record

in $98,000 gross, said BrendaMc-
Cants, director of patient relations,
with the auction raising $58,000.
Thegolf tournament raised $21,000
said Dale Schields, head of human
resources.

Thereweredonationsfromsome
people who didn’t buy at the auc-
tion, McCants said, and about
$5,000inthingsweretraded or do-
nated.

“The community involvement
just blew me away,” said Larry
M cCants, aboard member. “ All this
amid drought and population de-
cline.”

District Traffic
Thefollowingfineswerepaidin
the Sherman County District Court:
May 17 — Eric A. Graves, 31,
Goodland, $187 for speeding.
Gerard D. Guidice, 45, Orlando,
Fla., $159 for speeding.

Don’t ask Dad to slave over a hot barbecue this
Father’s Day. Instead, treat him to a dinner fit for
a king! Your dad deserves the best, so make your

Father’s Day reservations with us.

@ BEST WESTERN 830 West Highway 24

Buffal 0] | nn Goodland, Kansas 67735

MOTEL, RESTAURANT

785-899-3621

Second Annual
s Coed Mud

FOR LIFE

Volleyball
Tournament

Sponsored by First National Bank
of Goodland’s Relay for Life Team

Saturday, July 2, 2005
9:00 a.m. MST

Old State Highway Building

1201 W. Highway 24

Entry Fee: $60/team register on or before June 24
Pick up registration forms at First National Bank, Goodland
Chamber of Commerce Office or contact:

Kris Armatys at Armatys@fnb.com, 890-3385
Teams up to eight member are accepted...register early as
spots are limited! Concessions available.

. Bring your
~ Lawnchair!!!

All proceeds will be donated to
the American Cancer Society
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BarginsAre

takes you wheret

May 18— PhillipA. Randall, 25,
Littleton, Colo., $204for speeding.

Brian H. Meeks, 39, Aurora,
Coalo., $168 for speeding.

DennisW. Neihart, 52, Lapine,
Okla., $136.50for over weight limit
onwheelsand axles.

AngelaM. Bumb, 22, Post Falls,
Idaho, $90 for speeding.

Beverley M. England, 36, Au-
rora, Colo., $168 for speeding.

Russ W. Skabel, 43, Murphy-
shore, I11.,$210for over weightlim-
itsonwheelsand axles.
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MORE RIGHT THAN RAIN

www.reinke.com

*The WAAS (Wide Area Augmentation System) provides satellite signal corrections not available with
standard GPS equipment, providing unprecedented accuracy that is superior to most handheld units.
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Read them nightly - use them regularly to o
BUY - SELL - RENT - HIRE

CALL 785-899-2338 to place your ad.

You'll find them economical and fast, too.




