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'50s-style diner will feature steaks, eggs

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Steak, eggs, sandwiches and
morewill beonthemenuat thenew
1950s-style Goodland Steakhouse
Diner late thissummer.

“Excellent food and ' 50s atmo-
sphere,” iswhat owner Tom Blair
sai d peopl ecan expect fromthenew
restaurant.

The diner will have a nostalgic
feel, he said, but poodle skirts, 45
rpmrecords, hulahoopsandbobbie
sockswill beoptional.

Blair,aBenkelman, Neb., native
and owner of the Western KEG
sportsbar andrestaurant there, said
he plansto sell hisBenkelman res-
taurant and moveto Goodland.

“There's just more traffic,” he
said of hislocation behind Taco
John’s and Goodland Sinclair just
off K-27.

Blair said access to travelerson
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The Diner-Mite company of Atlanta will send a diner similar to this west this summer to set up the

Goodland Steakhouse Diner.

I-70and K-27 should helphisbusi-
ness grow. He plans to have atall
signtoattract peoplefromthehigh-
way and said he may put up abill-

board.
Blair said heislooking forward
to doing businessin Goodland.
“It's atown that’s on the up-

West air conditioning
will wait till next year

By Kathryn Burke

The Goodland Star-News

It'shot air for one more year for students at West
Elementary after the Goodland School Boardtabled
aplan Monday to air condition the school.

With school finance tied up in a court battle and
timeshort, theboard agreed to seek bidsnext year to
start thework next summer.

Glen Strait, owner of Strait AssociatesArchitects
in Colby, hasbeen working onthe project and came
to the board Monday with plans.

“We're basically ready to go to bid,” he told the
board.

The plan would fit each pod, or four-classroom
section of theschool, withtwoair conditioning units.
The units would be attached to zone controls that
wouldallowteachersineachroomtosetthetempera-
ture as needed.

The school would need six units for the 12 con-
nected classroomsand onefor thepreschool, hesaid.

A unitfor thealready air conditioned building of -
ficeswould beonthebidsasan aternate. Strait said
if the project became too expensive, they could opt
out of the office unit.

Superintendent Marvin Selby saidthe 30-year-old
office system should be replaced if possible, but
could beheld.

Strait said getting bidswoul d takeabout twoweeks
and because of the Fourth of July holiday, the board
won't meet for threeweeks, until Friday, July 8.

“How long will this project take?’ asked board
member Ron Schilling.

Strait said thejob should take about oneweek per

pod after thecontractor getsstarted, atwo- or three-
month project total.

Hesaidif thebidstaketwo or threeweekstocome
in, thework wouldn’t start until Monday, Aug. 1.

If theprojectisdelayed until then, Strait said, the
work won't bedone until October or November.

Selby asked if thework would distract students.

“It’snot going to be easy working over an occu-
pied space,” Strait answered.

Boardmember Marty Meliasaidit shouldlikethe
work will disturb students.

“1 don't think we havetimethisyear,” hesaid.

“Would the plan be just as good next March?”
asked board member Mike Campbell, adding that
maost contractorsshould havework booked through
the summer by now.

Strait said the information wouldn’t change but
some contractors might accel erate the pace to get
thework donebefore school starts.

Schilling said asking for bids wouldn’t cost the
school anything and someone may be ableto com-
pletethework intime.

Selby asked Strait wherethey would get contrac-
torsforthejob. Strait said CB HeatingandAir Con-
ditioningin Colby and Glassmanwouldlikely send
inbids.

Meliaasked if the school couldlock inbidsafter
Christmasfor aproject at the first of summer next
year.

Strait said some contractorscould lock in bidsif
thesupplierswouldlock inmaterial prices. Hetold
the board he would find out how long in advance
companieswould make bids.

swing,” hesaid.

The diner will serve breakfast,
lunch and dinner. Blair said they
will specializein steaksfor dinner.

“You're going to be eating the
best food between KansasCity and
Denver,” hesaid.

Therestaurant will haveacasua
bar, he said, serving beer, whiskey,
specialty winesand mixed drinks.

The diner will have seating for
120, 85inthefront and 40inaback
smoking section near the bar.

Blair saidtherestaurantwill bea
Happy Daysmodel restaurant made
by Diner-Mite Diners of Atlanta.
The company builds ready-made
diners that come with grills, cool-
ersand other equipment. The Geor-
giacompany will ship thediner in
piecesand assembleit here.

Blair said he chose the type of
restaurant because he likes the
1950s-style dinersin Denver.

“They just real neat,” he said,
adding they are easy to keep up.

Thediner, hesaid, will look like
the Penny’s Diner in Sharon

Springsbut will hold more people.

Blair plansto hire about 25 full-
and part-timewaitresses, cooksanc
other staff from thisarea.

“I"'m gonnarun it 100 percent,”
headded, saying hewantstolivein
Goodland, too.

Blair said he and hiswife Rose-
mary will moveto Goodland after
he sells the restaurant in
Benkelman. Heismoving not only
for the business, but he has family
intown.

County Treasurer Shelby Miller
isafirst cousin on hisfather’sside
—Blair’sfather and Miller’ smother
werebrother and sister. Hesaid the
lateJimBlair,adoublecousinof his
father —hiscousinsweretwo sisters
who married two brothers, making
thecousinsdouble—started thefirst
radio and television station in
Goodland, KWGB, which is now
KLOE.

Administrators learn
leadership skills at retreat

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Goodland school administrators
studied leadership and teamwork
and got to know each other alittle
better at aretreat in New Mexico
thismonth.

Sharon Gregory, Central El-
ementary principal, and Steve
Raymer, high school activities di-
rector, reported on the retreat at
Angel Fire, aski resort near Taos,
at aboard meeting Monday.

They said the Southwest Plains
Regional Service Center Leader-
ship Renewal Retreat, held Thurs-
day, June 2, and Friday, June 3,
hel pedthem get toknow each other.

“Thank youfor theopportunity to
go,” said Gregory, adding that the
administrators sometimes have
trouble getting together during the
school year.

She said the retreat gave them a
chancetoimproveleadershipskills
and learn better waysto work with
each other.

“Itwasagoodtimefor all of us,”
said Raymer, adding that thegroup
got to know each other better.

Theretreat started, hesaid, when
the administrators learned the
Kolbeprocess, aseriesof questions
that separate people based on per-

"Two-year-old case gets continuance

After over twoyearsof delays, a
Goodland man who pleaded guilty
to aggravated indecent liberties
with a child bought a little more
timeM onday withanother continu-
ance of hissentencing.

Kenneth James Petracich, 51,
was not in court for the hearing
Monday, but wasrepresented by his
attorney, Jeff Mason.

Mason asked for a continuance
because one of his withesses, Jeff
King, alicensed master social
worker with the Center for Sub-
stance and Abuse Treatment with
Prairie View Inc. could not bein
court. King gave Petracich an
evaluation, Mason said, and wasto
appear asadefensewitness.

Mason askedfor acontinuanceto

DAD
\_

the next motion day, Monday, July
11.

District Judge Jack Burr said as
long asPetracichwaswillingtore-
maininjail, hewouldgrant thecon-
tinuance.

County Attorney Bonnie Selby
objected, sayingtheageof thecase
should betaken into account.

“1 think this case needsto be ad-
dressed,” Selby said.

Before leaving court, Sherman
County Sheriff Kevin Buttsapolo-
gizedtothevictim’sfamily for the
delay.

“It’sridiculous,” he commented
Wednesday. “| would just like for
the (victim's) family to have some
closure. Toget it over with.”

Court reports allegetheincident

Dad’s
Buffet

Style

BBQ

Catfish, rib tips, chicken, baked beans, potato
salad, coleslaw, rolls, chocolate cake

$8.95

Kids 12 and under

$6.95

No substitutions
Senior discount
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2218 Commerce Road
Goodland, Kan.

call 890-3644

took place on April 24, 2003, in-
volving a4-year-old child.

At the time, former Sherman
County Sheriff Doug Whitsonsaid
Petracich had thechildtouchhimin
an inappropriate manner and i nap-
propriate location on his body. He
said the crime was reported by the
parents.

Thechargesarenot thefirst mo-
| estation accusations Petracich has
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faced. InMay 1990, hewascharged
in Scott County District Court with
two counts of indecent liberties
withachildunder theageof 16, said
Sandy Eitel, deputy court clerk
there He plead guilty and was sen-
tencedto prison. Staterecordsshow
hewasrel easedin September 1996.

Petracich is scheduled for sen-
tencingat 10a.m. on Monday, July
11.
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sonality traits.

Raymer said he was a ' green,’
meaning heisquick tostart aproject
without learning all of the details.

Theexercise, hesaid, helpedthe
group understand how to better
work with different personality
types by understanding them.
Raymer recommended that the
school board takethetest.

Selby said sincethey aresigning
on two new board members, it
might be niceto find out how each
member operates.

He said thetools he learned will
help him deal with other adminis-
trators, teachersand students.

Thegroup learned how to deter-
mine what motivates employees
andtoadjust coaching styletothose
needs.

Gregory said they set up a sce-
nario, putting a principal into the
roleof achief executiveofficer,and
had studentsand parentsfilling the
roleof clients.

“It gave you the opportunity to
see how others perceive you,” she
said, addingthat participantscould
then adjust.

Another exerciseaskedthegroup
toanswer questionsto determineif

correction

they wereconserversor originators.

Raymer said he stood on the
originators side while Selby linec
up on the conservers side. As they
stood there, he said, Jim Mull,
North Elementary and Grant Junior
High principal; Shelly Angelos,
West Elementary principal; and
Harvey Swager, high school princi-
pal, all lined up on the originator
side.

While the situation was funny,
Raymer said, theinstructor saidit’s
goodtohavesomebalance, withthe
conservers there to control the
originators.

Administrators were in classes
from 8:30a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday,
June2, Selby said, and all morning
on Friday, June 3. The retreat cost
$150 per participant for the twe
days, he said, including breakfast
and lunch.

The six administrators stayed
threenightsat theAngel FireResort
at therate of $75 per night.

Selby saidthegroup participated
in agolf scramble at the resort for
$90 per person with a shared cart
and 18 holesof play. Hesaid every-
one who participated paid for the
scramblethemselves.

Thearticle"Band Student to Per-
formin Europe” in Tuesday’s edi-
tion of The Goodland Star-News
said David Sprecker isthegrandson
of Gerald and Dee Lampert. His
grandparents are Gerald and Dee
Lambert. The article also said he
would beleaving for Europe Tues-
day, June 28, after practicing at
Wichita State University. He left
Sunday, June 12, and will be back
Tuesday, June 28. These were re-

porting errors.
RENEN

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our office at (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair andfactual. Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.

New Listings

1316 Cherry
This home’s abundant charm
greets you the minute you
walk in the door. All of the
original woodwork is in excel-
1 lent condition and features a
built-in hutch in the dining
room. The exterior sports
newer vinyl siding, a newer

roof and a 12'x16’ redwood deck. The beautiful backyard is sur-
rounded by a privacy fence. There is a detached garage. All for the
price of $56,000. Call Rose Koggle at 899-3060 or 899-7464.

ing for you to enjoy.

The full basement has a newly decorated bedroom and bath with
laundry, plus family room and wet bar. There is newer vinyl siding
and storm windows. An inviting front porch and back deck are wait-

Call Rose Koggie at 899-3060 or 899-7464.

1122 Walnut
This very well maintained
bungalow is loaded with
charm. It features a formal
4] living and dining room, eat-
in kitchen and new counter
top range and hood and
newer central heat and air.

GOODLAND
Tom Harrison, Owner
Broker/Auctioneer
785-443-0136
114 West 12th » Goodland, KS
785-899-3060
Fax: 785-899-3100
Rose Koggie Assoc. Broker
785-899-7464
Mary Huckins Sales Associate
785-890-2718

Homeland listings!

DO...CALL!

Make an appointment to see any of our fine

WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL

Check out our new web page at
www.goodlandnet.
com/homeland

REALTOR®

HEHL/ESTHTG
of Goodland LLC




