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from our viewpoint...

Perception sales tax
falrest way to pay

Americansseemtothink that asalestax isthefairest way
to pay for many projects, such astheroad and streetsbeing
proposed by the city and county commissions.

The salestax is considered fair because everyone pays
their share, including people who may be passing through
or shopping from out of town.

Theone-cent sal estax being proposedtorepair streetsand
roadswould cost theaverage Sherman County family $441
per year for about 10 years. By that time, bonds sold to fi-
nancetheroad work should be paid off.

Anincreasein salestax revenue could reducethetimeit
would take to pay off the bonds. Both commissions have
said thetax would sunset or disappear then.

It will be sometime beforethe salestax issueis brought
to citizensfor avote, and there will be more public meet-
ingsto givepeopleachanceto ask questionsabout theplan.

Rebuilding themainroadsthat cross Sherman County and
the main accessto the city isaworthy project. Itisgood to
seethecity and county commissionersworkingtogether on
theplan.

Animportant questions asked at the recent public forum
was whether any of the salestax money could be used for
other projects. Both commissions said all the money from
the salestax would be pledged to paying off the bonds, and
none could betaken out for any other project.

The big option facing the commissionersishow toraise
theonecent. Rep. JimMorrison of Colby, thearea’ smanin
the House, told commissionersthey would bewiseto keep
the decision out of the hands of the Legislature.

Sherman County cannot rai seitssal estax levy under state
law without special permission from the Legislature and
then avote by the county citizens.

The city has authority to go to the people for a one-cent
salestax without the need of passing abill in Topeka. Mor-
rison said hewould carry abill through thelegislative pro-
cess next year, but suggested it would be better if the city
and county could find another way.

Atthepublicforum, several peoplesaidthey did not want
thecity to giveup the ability to raisethe salestax, whichit
might need for other projects.

Water and sewer weretwo main projects mentioned, but
these are rate-paying funds, and issuing bonds and raising
theratesto pay off the bonds could handle any needs, such
as anew sewer plant. The city does have the property tax
should an emergency arise.

K eepingthedecisioninthehandsof thecitizensof Good-
land and Sherman County seemsto be the best option, one
that could get the program moving more quickly than hav-
ing towait for the Legislature next year.

People at the public forum seemed to be in favor of the
road repair project. There will be more meetings, and ev-
eryone should take an opportunity to learn more about the
plans, which will makeagreat improvement for thewhole
county. — Tom Betz
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Driving wheelchair leaves bumps, bruises

Drivingawheelchair isn't aseasy asit looks.

Mom'’sin anursing home in Concordia and
getsbored withthesamewalls, samepeopleand
samefood day after day, week after week.

Sowetry to spring her asoften aspossiblefor
short shopping tripsand achanceto eat out.

My sister, who isaregistered nurse and lives
in Concordia, doesthisabout every week. She's
the good daughter who visits her mother almost
every day and takes care of paying the billsand
buying clothesand all the miscellaneous stuff.

She's got these short tripsdown pat. |, on the
other hand, am dangerous.

I’m the other daughter. | get to Concordia, a
three-hour drive, when | can, and Steve comes
along about half thetime, when he can.

Friday wasoneof thosedays. Steveand| arrived
atthehometofind Momonthelookout for us. She
knew wewere coming to take her to supper.

Mother fell alittle over ayear ago and broke
her hip. Thatinjury, plusasmall stroke, hasmade
itdifficultfor her towalk, sosheusesawalker or
awheelchair most of thetime.

The wheelchair can be folded and put in the

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

trunk of acar if you shove hard enough. Thisis
what | dowhen | goto visit on my own.

This time, however, Steve just tossed the
wheel chairintheback of hisExplorer after Mom
was safely inthefront seat. | wastheoneinthe
back whowasworried that asudden stopwould
send thechair tosit on me.

Wearrived at our favoriteMexican restaurant
without mishapand Momtransferredback toher
chair.

Thedoor totherestaurant wasaproblem. The
screen opened out andthedoor in. | triedto hold
the screen and door open at the sametimewhile
Steve backed Momin. | let go of the screentoo
soon and it banged Mom in the shin, her chair
caught on the pneumatic door holder and tore it

loose from the frame and Steve rolled the chair
over my foot. Ouch!

Supper wasdelicious. By thetimeweweredone,
my foot and Mom’sshinhad ceased to bother usand
thewaitershad repairedthedoor. Weleft alargetip.

Back at the nursing home parking lot, we
worked to unload Mom, who was getting pretty
tired. Asl helped her movefromthetruck seat to
the chair seat, | misjudged and she sat down on
thearmrest.

Shesaid shewould namethebruiseon her butt
Cynthia.

AsStevewasdriving her back upthesidewalk
tothedoor, hewasdistracted by acardinal and
ranthewheel chair off theconcrete. Hedrivesjust
likethat. Momtipped, but sheandthechair were
soon righted and we made it back to her room
without any more problems.

Steveadded birdfoodto Mom’soutsi defeeder
and the cardinal and hiswifecametovisit aswe
waved goodbye.

Momenjoysgetting out, but | suspect shewon-
dersif she'll returnfromthesetripswithusinone
piece and without any major bruises.

Cat survives being pinned in garage door

Thefirstthing | heard was Cynthiayelling.

“Stephen,” sheyelled.

Shealwayscallsme Stephen, evenwhenshe's
excited.

“What'sgoing on out there?Isit acat fight?’

Wehadarrivedhomefromvacationjust before
midnight on aSunday.

Shehadtogetupearly toworkinNorton; | had
to go in late to get things ready for the day in
Oberlin.

We' d unloaded the car and tossed the dirty
clothesfromaweek’svacationintheSouthdown
the chute. After checking the car, I'd comein,
pushedtheremoteto closethebigdoor andclosed
thekitchen door.

That'swhen all heck brokeloose.

| couldn’t hear much, but Cynthia, who was
upstairswithabedroomwindow open, could hear
plenty.

| went outsideto seewhat wasup.

Itwasnoisy, al right, and it wasacat.

But not thesound of acat fight, or acatinlove.

Thiswasacat in trouble, rapid fire, staccato
Meows:

MeowM eowM eowM eowM EOW!

Molly, thebig, bossy cat, wasinthedriveway,
staring up at the garage door.

Astranger, ayellow-and-whitecat Cynthiahas
thought might be the focus of the noise, wasin
thealley, alsolooking up.

My gaze followed theirs, and there, hanging
from the top of the garage door and very much
pinned against theframe, wasMissApril Alice.

M eowM eowM eowM eowMEOW!

Shemust havehad ahold of thetop of thedoor
by her front paws. Her back legswerekickingand
flailing. Her tail wasflying. And shewasstuck.

Fortunately, moderngaragedoorsaredesigned
not to pinch or crush stuff. Whileher lungswere
getting aworkout, and she was scared stupid,
April Aliceobviously wasin good health.

I rushed in and pushed the button.

Thedoor went up.

| could hear acat moving around ontop of the
door.

Cynthiacamerunning out in abathrobe.

“What happened?’ she asked.

| told her the short version as | threw things

steve
haynes

| ® along the sappa

asideso | couldlower the attic ladder and get to
the shelf over the garage. Not knowing if atrip
tothevet'swasnext, | sent Cynthiatoget dressed.

As| got to the upper deck, atrembling April
Alice came out from under the platform and
stepped up off the door. | guess shewas explor-
ing in there after we unloaded the car. Maybe,

being acat, shewastaking anap.

When | closed the door, it must have taken her
by surprise, and shewound up hanging onfor dear
life.

| lectured her on safe behavior in the garage.
Sheaccepted apetting.

For acat who'sjust used upacoupleof her nine
lives, shewasinremarkably good shape: no bro-
ken bones, no cuts, ho obviousinjuriesat all.

And shestarted purring as| stroked her.

“Listen here, young lady,” | intoned.

Who knows if cats ever listen to lectures. |
doubt it. But ours al run from the garage door
now.

| know that much.
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