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from another viewpoint...

I-70 signs promote
community history

Weareawaysawareof signsalongour nation’ shighways
that promote a community’s achievements, attractions or
historic landmarks.

Oneexamplearesignsaong I nterstate-70 that proclaim:
Russell, Kansas, Home of United States SentorsBob Dole
and Arlen Specter.

Another would be billboards proclaiming: Goodland
Home of America sFirst Helicopter.

Or: Abilene, Home of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Presi-
dentia Library.

Colby played in the big arenaand probably is overlook-
ingagoldenopportunity. Atany giventime, only 100 people
out of 290 million servein the most powerful legisative
body on theface of the earth, and one of Colby’svery own
held aseat inthat specia place.

Wearetal king about theUnited States Senate. Andweare
talking about Sen. Sheila Frahm. And it would make his-
torical sensethat her name appear on signs along the most
traveled interstatein the country — 1-70.

Thetraveling public— from outside and inside the state
— could beaware of that historic fact viasignsthat would
read: Colby, Home of United States Sen. SheilaFrahm.

Granted, sheis“former,” butsoisMr. Dole. Butthat didn’'t
keep Russell from taking the bull by the horns, and putting
thosesignsout therefor theworld to see.

We haveto think out of the box. There are few — very
few—townsinour statethat can boast of having oneof their
very own sit inthe chamber of the United States Senate.

If wethink out of the box, we should bethinking of plac-
ing materials about our Senator in our Visitor’s Center, if
it'snot already there.

A lot of what peopleknow about any given placeisbyword
of mouth. They seeitonasignor they seeitwhenthey stretch
their legsat avisitor’scenter. Thenthey thetell their family
andtheir friends.

When you are promoting your town, you go after thebig
fish. Thebig prize.

(On a personal note ...When | moved to Colby from
Sheridan, Wyo., theFrahmswere, for atime, myneighbors.
Later that summer, friendsfrom\Wyoming stopped overnight.
After dinner wetoured thetown. They wereimpressed with
many things about Colby.

Whenwegot backto my place, theywerecuriousastowho
my neighborswere. | toldthemwholivedinmy complexand
mentioned thefact that Mrs. Frahmhad servedinthe U.S
Senate. They thought that was especially interesting and
took note of that fact.

They said they knew of Sen. Bob Dole. | told them Mrs.
Frahmwas picked to succeed Dole when heleft the Senate
to devote histimeand energiesto hispresidential bid. I of-
ten wondered why the community never took advantage of
that fact. Ittook stranger sto our townto bring that message
home.) —Tom*“ TD” Dreiling, Colby Free Press
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Language provides strange combinations

| don’tknow aboutyou, but | can’tresistwrit-
ing onemorecolumnabout English- language
quirks.

Between our disappearing hyphensand be-
ing politically correct, we get some strange
combinations.

For instance: How do you pronounce
“gravely? Isitgrave-ly or didtheauthor mean
gravelly? Who knows?

Doesn't“dolllike” just screamfor ahyphen?
And how about “ afterimage” (onalens)?

| lovethisone: If anobjectisused,itis”pre-
enjoyed.”

Some one wrote about people at a social
gathering as “ partyers.” Why wouldn’t it be
“partiers,” sinceif you went to a party, you
wouldhave” partied.” (Nowonder theEnglish
languageisdifficulttolearn.)

Sometimes peoplejust make upwordstofit
the occasion - or in this case acommercial:
Pizzathatis" dipanomically-designedfor dip-
ping.”

Then how about these descriptions:

In ahighlight preview for a new broadcast
— “The man is accused of decapitating a
woman’'shead.” (Gruesome, yes, but also re-
dundant.)

Fromanewsbroadcast: A manwasdescribed
asan“ Ex-murderer.” | thought you either were
one or were not one. How do you get to bean
“ex’?

From the Wichita Eagle, Wed, 21 Aug: “A

Student thanks

TotheEditor:

| was recently awarded The Goodland Star
News Student of the Week Scholarship, and |
wanted to writeto thank you for the generous
support that made this scholarship possible.

My name is Robert Antony Benavides. |
graduated from Goodland High School onMay
21.

My major isundecided. | planonearningmy
Associate's Degree in science while | am at
Garden City Community College.

My track and field season just finished up. |
playedfootball. | aminour Letterman’sClub,
which is called G-Club. | am avolunteer for
our local Red Crossorgani zation, and work at
PizzaHut.

My career goalsarenot clear. | wouldliketo
haveajobinthesciencefield. | would lovea
jobinwhich I could move around and meet
peoplefromall over theworld. | have dways
lovedtomeet new peopleandlearnabout them.

This scholarship is very important to me
right now. My father lost hisjob afew weeks
ago, so our family isgoing through some eco-
nomic hardships at the moment. My father
broughtinthemajority of my family’sincome,
soithasbeentough. Thisscholarshipwill help

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes
|ettersfrom readers. L etters should be typewritten, and
must include atelephone number and asignature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form letters will
be rejected, and letters deemed to be of no publicin-
terest or considered offensive. We reserve theright to
edit letters for length and good taste.
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woman who died after being strangled in her
home Monday had canceled a protection of
abuse order against the man accused of kill-
ing her just 10daysbeforeher death.” What?

When did “settle” become a noun? From
Wichita Eagle 17 Sept “ The settle includes
$300,000for restitution and $100,000in pen-
altiesandfees.”

Then there arewordswe don' t use as often
asadifferent form of them: dynast, licit, furl.

Sue Grafton who writestheAlphabet Mys-
teriesdoesn’t capitalizethedeity whenitisas
swear word— asin*“godonly knows’ or “for
god'ssake’. | kind of likethat ideal

Here are some words | read recently that |
seldom (if ever) hear: gimcracks, vanillish,
logy, ignorables, methodol ogy or hangtag (on
agift). Or how about: preprandial (applying
to or suitable to the time just before dinner),
tragicomic, delimit (?), malediction.

Thentherearelife’ sunanswered questions,
likethesefrome-mails:

How important does a person have to be
before they are considered assassinated in-
stead of just murdered?

businesses

Editor

from our
readers

® to the editor

my family and metremendously.

| wrotethisletter tolet you know how much
this scholarship meansto my family and me.
Itwill help usall out and | want to thank you
from the bottom of my heart. Itisniceto see
there are people out there who arewilling to
help studentslikeme. Thanksagain.

Robert Antony Benavides

Goodland

TotheEditor
During the last year, the Sherman County

where to write

If proisthe opposite of con, isprogressthe
opposite of Congress?

If the#2 pencil isthe most popular, why'sit
still #2?

If thecopsarrestamime, dothey havetotell
him he hastheright toremain silent?

If the Energizer Bunny attacks someone, is
it charged with battery?

If you spend your day doing nothing, how
do you know when you’ redone?

Should vegetarianseat animal crackers?

Why are there interstate highways in Ha-
walii?

Why are there Braille signs on drive-up
ATMs?

Life’'sUnanswered Questions, Bored.com/
questions.htm. Retrieved January 8, 2002.

If money doesn’t grow ontreesthenwhy do
banks have branches?

What did cured ham actually have?

If adeaf person hasto go to court, isit still
called ahearing?

Why do people pay to go up tall buildings
and then put money in binoculars to look at
thingson theground?

Enough nonsense. I'll close with some
words of wisdom from Sutter’s Cross by W.
Dale Cramer — “All | ever had to do was | et
go. It'strue, what the Bible says, that you got
to lose your lifeto find it, gottalet go of the
handlebars.”

for scholarship

Conventionand Visitors, Economic Devel op-
ment andtheGoodland AreaChamber of Com-
merce bought Wel come Flagsto be displayec
on Main Street.

Sincetheflagswereordered, theConvention
and Visitors Bureau has called upon the city
many times to help put up the flags and then
removethem. Each time, Charlie Bandel and
theGoodland El ectrical Department havebeen
prompt intheir responseto our request.

Wewouldliketolet thecity commissioners
and the citizens know how much we appreci-
atethecity workersand their positive attitude
displayed in our community, and know their
contributionwoul d not be possiblewithout the
city commissioners' |eadership and support.

DonnaPrice, director

Sherman County Convention and Visitors
Bureau

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20515. (202) 225-2715; Fax (202) 225-5124
e-mail address— jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— jmorriso-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capi-
tol Building, Rm. 128-S, 300 SW 10th, To-
peka, Kan. 66612. (785-296-7399; e-mail ad-
dress — ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767
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I THOUGHT @OU MIGHT LIKE
TO FEED ME SOME SOULP
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THAT'S NOT WHAT SPOONS
ARE FOR, ELLEN
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