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Schools, children, prosperity before legislature

Our schools, our children, our
prosperity.

Those are the real issues before
Kansaslawmakersasthey returnto
Topeka this week and get back to
their unfinished work of making
sure every Kansas student gets a
worl d-class education.

No more excuses:. the time has
comeforthelL egislaturetofocuson
fulfillingitsprofound responsibili-
ties to Kansas students, teachers,
and parents, aswell as every Kan-
sastaxpayer.

This special sessionisabout the
long-term economic prosperity of
Kansas, andthestakescould not be
higher. In a highly competitive
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world, our well-being relieson the
quality of our schools, and our will-
ingnesstoinvestinthem.

We can support our schoolsnow,
or our children will pay the price
later when they are unprepared to
find good jobsinaneconomy weak-
ened by our lack of commitment to
education.
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Andwehaveto pay
for our investments.
Kansasfamiliesknow
this, and so do small
business owners. You
can't pay your mort-
gagewithacreditcard
or you end up in seri-
ousfinancial trouble.

I’ veworked hardfor almost three
yearstorebuildthestate' sfinances
through tough-minded manage-
ment.

Wecut bureaucracy and unneces-
sary government expenses, aswell
asrootingoutinefficienciesand de-
livering services to Kansans at
lower costs. The Legislature must

not returnto old habitsof spending
far morethanwe'retakingin.

We can invest in first-class
schools, wecandoit in the special
session, and we can doit without a
tax increase.

I thinkit’stimefor thelegidature
toget out of theway and allow Kan-
sanstomaketheir owndecisionson
expanded gaming.

| havesupportedvariousgaming
proposal sover thepast threeyears,
and in communitiesacross Kansas
citizens tell me they want to keep
our revenueinthestate, attract tour-
ist dollars to Kansas, and support
our Kansashorseand dog breeding
industry.

While | share the displeasure of
many Kansansat thecourt decision,
especially orderingtheL egislature
for aspecificamount of money and
weakening our local control over
schools, | believe that investing in
our children and their educationis
the best way to guarantee future
prosperity for our state.

At the same time, as we make
these important investments, we
must demand accountability.

Taxpayers need to know that
school dollarsarespentintheclass-
room; parents need to know that
their children are graduating from
school well prepared for higher
education and with the skills they

need for good jobs. We must de-
mand the same levels of account-
ability that we’ve insisted on
throughout state government

While special summer sessions
areunusual, thisisthemost impor-
tant work that legislators can do -
investin preparing our childrenfor
abright futureand continueour eco-
nomic growth.

Kansansexpecttheir el ected rep-
resentatives to come to Topeka, to
dotheir jobsinatimely and produc-
tive manner, and return home tc
their families and their communi-
ties.

We welcome your prayers and
your support asthissessionbegins.

Former Goodland surgeon rebuffed in defamation suit

By Patty Decker
Colby Free Press

The Kansas State Court of Ap-
peals Friday upheld an earlier rul-
ing by the Thomas County District
Court, which granted summary
judgment in favor of two Colby
doctors, named in a defamation
lawsuit morethantwoyearsago by
another local doctor.

Dr. Duncan Davis, Clay Center,
a general surgeon who lived in
Goodland and provided servicesto
hospitalsin Thomas and Sherman
countiesduringthetimeof thelaw-
suit, alleged that Drs. Victor
Hildyard and Raymond Ketting
made “false and defamatory state-
mentsabout him.”

The Kansas Court of Appealsin
its decision disagreed with Davis
contentionthat therewassufficient
evidenceof maliceand damages—

affirmingthetrial court’s"well rea-
soned opinion.”

Intheinitial lawsuit, athird per-
son, Judith Sears, a trustee with
Citizens Medical Center at that
time, wasnamed inthe defamation
suit, but was |l ater dropped.

MikeQO'’ Neal of Hutchinson, rep-
resenting Hildyard and Ketting,
said on Tuesday he and his clients
believedall alongthat Davis claim
was frivolous and told his counsel
so from the beginning.

“Daviscomplained of comments
about the status of his licensure,
which in fact was severely limited
in Colorado,” O’'Neal said. “He
complained about talk of beingthe
subject of lawsuits, which heis. He
complained about talk of bodies
being exhumed and, in at least one
caseonewas.”

O’ Neal addedthat Davismadeno

claimanything was said about him
by Ketting or Hildyard outside the
confinesof amedical staff meeting
or other non-public meeting, but
admitted he’ dheard rumorstold by
othersin the community.

O’ Nedl's reference to the “ con-
fines of a medical staff meeting”
were in response to Davis' initial
claim in the lawsuit regarding a
deposition from then Chief Execu-
tiveOfficer Michael Boylesat Citi-
zensMedical Center. Boylesserved
asthehospital’schief executiveof-
ficer from 2000 to 2003.

In Boyles' deposition he said:
“Dr. Hildyard had stated duringthe
courseof aconversationinrelation
totheemergency roomandsurgical
coverage (during a medical staff
meeting), hehad stated, and | can’t
remember thespecificwords, but it
waseither, ‘ Would you want aper-

sonoperatingonyou’ or ‘| wouldn't
want aperson operating onmewho
can’'t get alicense in any other
state.”

Boyles depositionwent ontosay
that Dr. Ketting followed up Dr.
Hildyard’scommentswith: “ There
arefour or fivelawsuitspendingin
Goodland and they’ re exhuming
bodies.”

The second inference Davis
brought forward alleging defama-
tion involved a meeting with the
emergency medical technicians at
the hospital in Colby.

At thedistrict court level, Judge
Jack Burr of Goodland ruled both
meetings where these conversa-
tions took place regarding Davis
were covered by the peer review
privilegeand consequently “ confi-
dential.”

Asfor outsidetheconfinesof the

meeting, Burr further ruled that
since statements made in those
types of meetings are confidential
andtheonly evidence containedin
this case would indicate that if the
statements were made, they were
repeated outside of the meeting by
others and not by Hildyard and
Ketting.

The Kansas Court of Appealsin
upholding Burr’sruling, said they
agreedwiththetrial court that,“ Dr.
Davis has failed to offer clear and
convincing evidenceof anextrinsic
character to proveactual maliceon
the part of Dr. Hildyard or Dr.
Ketting.”

The higher court further ruled,
“the statements in this case were
madein the context of peer review
proceedings and Dr. Davis has
failedtodemonstrateclear and con-

vincing evidence of malice that
would lift the cloak of protection
fromthese privileged statements.”

Notedinthesyllabusby thecourt
wasthat, “ It woul d def eat the obvi-
ous purpose of the statute to force
casesof thiskindintotrial basedon
allegations of the nature that we
have here, when it is obvious the
basi c substanceof them; unreported
restrictionsonDr. Davis' licensein
Colorado, mal practicelawsuitsanc
theexhumation of aformer patient,
aretrue.”

Hildyard said on Tuesday both he
and Ketting were happy with the
decision.

Although it is unknown at this
time, Daviscan petitiontheK ansas
Supreme Court for review of the
Court of Appealsdecision, O’ Neal
said.

Witnessing tunnel accident in Washington was like being in movie

It was alittle like being in a
movie.

OK.

Itwasalotlikebeinginamovie,
but shorter.

Tonda was driving us to the
Washington National Airport after
lunchand abusi nessmeeting down-
town. Liketheold KansasCity air-
port, National is just a short hop
from downtown.

We' dwoundupin Chinatownfor
lunch, and she offered us aride to
theairport.

Wewereheaded east, throughthe
Ninth Street Tunnel under theMall,
when the car came up fast from be-
hind on theleft.

Therewas no timeto say, just to
react.

Tonda, in her little four-wheel -
drive, started edging to theright.

The car was going way too fast
for the curving, three-lane tunnel.
The driver was trying to weave
through the traffic, but he had too
much speed.

You could just see the car, an
older silver gray El Dorado, going
out of control.

AndWHAM, it hit thewall.

WHAM again, and it spun
around.

A wheel — theleft one, | think
— went rolling down thetunnel.

Thecar spuntoastop.

By thistime, everyone else was
stopped, gawking, speechless.

Nooneinour car had saidaword.

By somemiracle, thismaniachad
not hit anyone. Traffic was light,
peopl e reacted well.
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Andevenmoreamazing, hiscar,
spinning, careening off the wall,
had come to rest without anyone
hittingit.

Thenthedriver jumped out, look-
ing wildly over his shoulder like a
man with the devil on histail, and
started running down the tunnel,
justlikeinamovie, hisshirttail fly-
ing, long dreadlocksstreamingand
bouncing behind him.

Only, no good guys came skid-
ding up. No bad guys were shoot-
ing at him.

We sat there, jaws gaping.

“Stolen car? Tondaasked.

| reached for my cell phone, di-
aled9.

“911 Emergency. District of Co-
lumbia’

| reported, calmly, | think: “Inthe
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Ninth Street Tunnel under
the Mall (I knew this be-
cause therewasabig sign
over the entrance), a guy
just wrecked a car and | eft
it in the middle of the tun-
nel. He' srunning away. He
left thecar.”

“1 need to send an officer to the
Ninth Street Tunnel ?’

“Yes. No one is hurt, but the
driver isrunning away.”

“Canyou givemeadescription?
Ethnic?’

“Can't tell. A black shirt, dark
pants, long hair, going east.”

By that time people had figured
out one lane was open. They were
honking at the front gawkers, and
traffic started to move.

Therethe guy was, still running.

“He'sstill inthetunnel, running
east. He's at the mouth of the tun-
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nel. He'sturned south.”
“ToL’Enfant Plaza,” Tondasaid.
And by thetimewe got there, he
wasgone.
| relayedthedirectionstothedis-
patcher and gave her my name.
“Well, that was exciting,” Cyn-

thiasaid, turningto Tonda. “ Doyou
alwaysentertain guestslikethis?’
Her mouth wasstill open.
“I"'mjust glad hewasn’ttryingto
blow upthetunnel,” shesaid.“ That
scaresme.”
“That guy,” | said, “wasrunning
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July
Consultant Schedule

Allergist .......oovveervirerriieriiens Jeffrey Rumbyrt, MD. .....ooovorrieineeeae July 14
Audiologist ..., Sherri M. Beck, MAA., COC-A ..o July 15 & 22
Cardiologist ..........cc..evrvrrnrrvnene. Barry Smith, M.D. ... July 13 & 27
Cardiologist ............ccoovvverrrrvreane. Vijay Sabbarao, M.D. ........cooovvvvveienrrriciienniceeniionns July 14
Dermatologist ...........cc.c.oeevvvnen.. Charles Ruggles, M.D. ........ccc.coovvvemrrvnnrrierrrinnne. July 14 & 21
Dietitian .......ccoocvevvverrrniriennns Sarah Linton, RD, LD ....coovvvvvvviisnrrinnnn. Monday thru Friday
Ear,Nose and Throat .................. Alfred N. Cart, M.D. ......oovvrveeeeeeeeee July 8,15 & 22
Endocrinologist ..............ccocvvevnee. Gerald Poticha, M.D. ...coovvvevnvreecnnne July 1,22 & 29
Gastroenterologist ...................... Jeffrey D. Huston, M.D. .......cccooverriierrienriessiesins July 18
GYNecology ..........cocvvvveerrvrrrinne, Laura Rokosz, M.D. .........ccovvveemrvmrriiseesresnae July 7&28
Neurologist ............co.c.coervvveenneee. Steven J. Gulevich, M.D. .....ooooervvvierrnnee, July 13,14 & 27
Obstertrics/Gynecology ............. David Forschner, M.D. ..o, July 20
Oncology/Hematology ................ Martin Rubinowitz, M.D. .....ooovvenvrrienrrinri August 2
Opthalmologist ............ccccocvvevnne. Kent Bashford, M.D. ......coovvvvviviirisieeens July 21
Opthalmologist ...........cc............. Brian Joondeph, M.D. .....cco.oovvvvmrrinrieniesesn, July 20
Opthalmologist .........c.............. David Pfoff, M.D. ......ooorrvvvceeeecceees July 5,12,19 & 26
Orthopdist ........cooooevvvrerrrierrenn. John Gargaro, M.D. ........cccoooomevvenrrerriessessesiene, August 1
Orthopedist ............ooovrverrerreernnee. Tim Birney, M.D. ..o, July 11
Orthopedist ............coevrvevrerrrennnn. Armond Hatzidakis, M.D. ........ccccooovrverrriiinnrriinrri, July 11
Orthopedist ...........ccooevvverrerreernnn. James Holmes, M.D. .....covvvovrvverrnriinerienniesreennns July 18
Orthopedist ...........cccooovvvvrrrinene. Edward Parks, M.D. ......ccoooovvverrieereeieseseson. July 25
Pediatrician ............ccoooo...coee.. Raymond Ketting, M.D. .......cccooovvocoemmrrrrrcrerrrrrrccreene July 26
Psychiatrist ............ccoooevvvrrinnne. John C. Faul, MD. ..ooovviveeeee July 1&15
POAIALTISE ..o Erik Ouderkirk, D.PM. ......coooivivriinrirenriisnineens July 13
Pulmonologist ............cccoocveerneee. Ken Weisiger, M.D. .....ocovorvirririncrerescniie July 13
Pulmonologist .............ccccocvvevnnn. Val Linquist, MD. oo July 28
Radiologists .............coovvverrrirnn, Professional Radiology Services ..............c....ccoov.e.... Week Days
Rheumatologist ......................... Karl Chambers, M.D. ........ccoooovvvvmrriieireeiesesione, July 21
Speech Therapy ...........ccc.coevvveee.. LiSAPAXION ...voovvvve s Thursdays
Substance Abuse Dir ................... Fred Waters, CADCIIL ........cocovvvvvenrrrenrrinenriiinsnnens Mondays
UTOLOGISE ... Darrell D. Werth, MD. ... July 19
UTOLOGISE ... Wallace Michael Curry, M.D. ......cvvoevrvirerirenrinenens July 5
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from somebody. He thought they
were after him. Hewasn't going to
blow up anything.”

Butlater, | thought it wasadarnec
good thing for us he didn’t try tc
carjack somebody.
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