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Rural life challenge for Chinese youth

WANG, from Page la

Some of themore subtle cultural
differences he noticed werein his
classmates shows of affection.

“Here they hug alot,”

he said. “If | hugged a |ss "‘

classmate, agirl, | would [}
beintrouble.” ;

Today heismuch more
comfortable with hugs
and his host mother,
Jeanne, said he has be-
come an expert.

“He's a good hugger,”
shesaid.

Hanging out with
friends was different, too. Wang
said at home, his friends played

Wang ]

sportsinstead of goingto small get-
togetherslikethey do here.

He learned more about western
religion, too. Sunday isjust another
day to Wang, who has no religion.
He said most people in
Chinadon't believeina
God. IntheWest, he said,
there are some Buddhist
and Muslims, andabout a
million Chinese are
Christian.

“It’snicetoknow about
religion,” hesaid, adding
that he went to church
withthelrvins.

Wang’'s home town,
Nanjing, is acity, so he learned to
adjusttoasmall town. Hesaid back

home, hewouldridehisbikeor take
abusto get around, but hereevery-
oneneedsacar.

Hesaidpartsof Chinaareflatand
othersaren’'t,sohewasn’treallyim-
pressed by the terrain here. What
didimpresshimwasthat sometimes
in Goodland, you can see lights
from towns 30 and 40 milesaway.

Wang didn’t just hang around
Goodland when he was out of
school; he traveled the country.
Sometripswerewith hishost fam-
ily while some were on hisown or
withthefield servicegroup.

He said he traveled to Chicago,
Boston, New York, San Diego,
Hartford, Conn., Denver, Colorado
Springs, Wichitaand Topeka.

Wang, who leaves for home
sometimethisweek, said heislook-
ing forward to seeing his family
again.

“My parents might say I’'ve
changedalot,” hesaid.

His mother, Yang Jing, has kept
incontactwith Jeannelrvin, talking
about Wang over thephone. Hesaid
his father, Wang Kehui, doesn’t
understand as much English and
getstranglations.

Although he’s heading home,
Wang said heplanstokeepintouch
withthefriendshe'smadein Good-
land.

“1"m gonnamissthem,” hesaid,
adding that he will e-mail soon.
“1"'m definitely sad toleavethem.”

Ground now ready for new kiddy pool

NEW POOL, from Page 1a

process specified under the con-
struction contracts.

In March, an agreement among
the city and the contractors, engi-
neer and architect was announced.
Oneof thefirst stepswastoremove
theoldkiddy pool toget tothepipes
under it.

Thingsseemedtobemovingfor-
ward until similar problems were
found with the drain lines on the
dlide pool. A plan was worked out
with the city to replace the deep
undergrounddrainlinestotheslide
pool, and over the past threeweeks
these lines have been replaced and
anew manholeisbeinginstalledto
handlethe drainage.

The dslide pool problem delayed
theopening of thewater park’ smain
pool andslidepool, but rainscaused
further problems where the old
kiddy pool had been removed.

After the old kiddy pool was re-
moved, soil compaction testsindi-
cated an areaof continued problem

onthenorthendof thearea. A stale-
mate over responsibility for the
compaction of part of the ground
has caused further delay. The con-
tractorssaidthey had compliedwith
therequirement of theoriginal con-
tract, but Darin Neufeld, engineer
for Evans, Bierly, Hutchison and
Associates, who is acting as the
mediation engineer, said soil tests
he conducted showed that an area
about 17 feet by 45feet did not meet
the specifications.

Thekiddy pool was no closer to
being replaced. Neufeldworked out
aplanwiththecity staff tobreak the
stalemate, and at aspecial meeting,
heldat thewater park on June14,the
City Commission gave permission
for thecity to excavatetheareaand
bringit uptocompactionstandards.

Monday Neufeld said the ground
inthe 17’ by 45 area had been dug
out down to seven feet, but tests
showed that was not enough, so an-
other foot of soil wasexcavated. The
soil wasallowedtodry for threedays.

“We ran a compactor over the

area, and the compaction test was
94 percent,” Neufeld said. “Eight
inchesof soil wereadded and com-
pacted and the test showed 95 per-
cent, which is the minimum re-
quired.

“ A rock-soil mix wasfilledinfor
the next 28 inches. On top of that,
three lifts of six inches each were
laid and compacted, with eachtest-
ing 95 percent.

“Wehaveput thelandback tothe
proper compacted soil layer. We
now have afoundation that meets
theplans' specifications.”

Neufeld said there will be some
city labor costs, and somecost from
contractor Mike Yarger for the ex-
cavation and from Mitch Tiedefor
thecompactor. Hesaidtherewasno
cost onthesoil or rock becausethey
used what wasavailable.

“Wearenow ready toturnit over
toAssociated Pools,” Neufeld said.

Neufeld said it should take four
tofiveweeksfor thenew kiddy pool
tobepoured, and then sometimefor
curing before it can be filled with

water.

Commissionersnoted that would
be close to the end of the summer
season, and the pool might not be
opened thissummer.

“I would certainly suggest you
fill itwithwater andtest everything
to makes sure it is working prop-
erly,” Neufeld replied.

Chuck L utters, city publicworks
director, said he had called Rhoads
Construction and would call Asso-
ciated to let them know the ground
isready.

Beforethenew pool ispoured, 18
inchesof rock isto beinstalled un-
derthedrainto bring thelevel back
towheretheold pool was.

“There should be no reason for
thepool tosink after this,” Neufeld
said.

Rich Simon, city parksand street
supervisor, said thekidshave been
enjoying the pool and not interfer-
ing with the construction.

“Thekids have been moreinter-
ested inswimming and splashing,”
Simon said.

Alumni plan dance, beer garden for next year’s events

CITY, from Page 1a

Park and the hike-and-bike trail.
Garcia asked what the total cost
wouldbefor theproject. DarinNeu-
feld, project engineer from Evans,
Bierly, Hutchison and Associates,
said the total project is $394,502.
The commission approved a re-
quest for reimbursement from the

state Department of Transportation
for $18,621, for water mitigation
andtrail costs.

* Approved having TomArmour,
acting city manager, serve as the
city’s ex officio member of the
Sherman County Community
Foundation board.

 Approved paymentsto Strukel
Electric of Girard, $43,028 for the

airport runway lighting project.
Neufeld said the project is nearly
done, but there will be a couple of
change orders coming to add four
lightson the south threshold, and a
new photo cell and switch control
for the beacon. He said the costs
would be absorbed into the total
project.

 Approved paying Evan, Bierly,

New dean named at Coloy Community College

By Patty Decker
Colby Free Press

The Colby Community College
board of trustees approved a re-
placement to fill the dean of
instruction’spositionatitsmeeting
thisweek.

Kris Bishop, who isamath in-
structor at the college, was consid-
ered the best qualified candidate,
according to a search committee
assigned thetask of recommending
someone to fill the position being
vacated at the end of June by
Gracemary Melvin.

Trustee member Don Kready,
who served on the search commit-
tee, said there were two local and
four off-campus candidatesin the
running.

Kready said Bishopwill haveher
doctoratecompl eted soonand said,
“| believe sheissomeonewho will
hit the ground running.”

It was said Bishop has been in-
volvedwiththereaccreditation pro-
cessandisknowledgeablein many
areas.

Although the majority of the
board agreed with Kready and the

committee’s recommendation of
Bishop, onetrustee, Larry Arehart,
disagreed with hiring from within.

“1 think we needed to go outside
of the college and hire someone
who could bring in new ideas,” he
said.

Arehart went on record asbeing
the only trustee to vote against
Bishop. Trusteesin favor included
Curt Stephens, board chair; Cleona
Flipse, Kenton Kriebiel and Don
Kready. The sixth member of the
board, Larry McDonald, was ab-
sent.

In addition to Kready, other
members of the Colby College se-
lection committee included Krista
Carter, Betty Kruse, Jeanne
Thyfault, John Olson and Rod
Thomasson.

Initsdecisionto hireBishop, the

trusteesapproved her annual salary
at $64,000.

Other contracts approved by a
unanimous vote of those trustees
presentwere: AllenRussell, supple-
mental for annual rodeo; Miles
Ladenburger, golf coaching con-
tract, $4,000; Linda Davis-
Stephens, EduK an, cultural anthro-
pology, salary to bedetermined per
student; Tammy Huff, cheerleading
coach, $2,500; MelanieForton, hu-
man resources, payroll, $28,300;
Nikol Scheuerman Nolan, admis-
sions director, $35,582; Kathy
Britton, receptionist/faculty secre-
tary, $8.25 per hour; Trent Rose,
parttime80 percent contract for En-
glishand Journalism, $20,240with
$9.500 paid by Outreach; and Carl
Adams, softball head coach,
$4,931.

Classifieds work!
Call 899-2338

7’

and black.

Also available at:

THEMNMUOURID

TELEGRAM

Gngd\and Star-News

isnow taking ordersfor corrugated paper for fair booths. Availableina
variety of colorsincluding, white, canary, orange, pink, flamered, apple
green, emerald green, violet, bright blue, azure blue, rich blue, brown

$25 plustax per 4 x25' rall
Orders accepted through July 15.
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THE OBERLIN HERALD ¢ 170 S. Penn * Oberlin ¢ 785-475-2206

Che Saint Jrancis Hevald « 310 W, Washington » St. Franciss
785-332-3162

215 W. Kansas Ave.s 785-877-3361

Hutchison $2,163for the state por-
tion of the airport lighting project
and $1,437 for the federal portion.
The city requested reimbursement
of $17,198 from the government,
and $13,198 from the state Depart-
ment of Transportation.

» Approved bills totaling
$585,5009.

Chinese exchange student Si-
monWang started out with some
reservationsabout comingtothe
United States, but eventually de-
cided it wasthe best.

While he knew he wouldn’t
missschool, hesaid, hehasmissed
someof hisfriendsat home.

He said the time spent here
helped him achieve the social
skills he was looking for. He
wanted to be less shy and stand
on hisown, and spending ayear
away from hisfamily hashel ped.

Wang's classmates may be
ahead of him in studies, but he
has a set of skillsthat can’t be
learned in aclassroom.

“1 havemorespecial abilities,”
hesaid. “1 know another kind of
culture.”

In school here, Wang learned
social skillsby getting involved
inclubsand activities.

“He did agood job at getting
involved,” said hishost mother,
Jeannelrvin.

Wang said hewasactiveinthe
Family, Community and Career
Leadersof America

“That was an awesome club,”
hesaid.

Hejoinedthehigh school Schol-
ars Bowl team, hel ping thegroup
especially on math questions.

On the Math Relay team, he
took first placeinall four events
at Fort Hays State University.

Wangjoinedvocal classesand
said helearned abetter apprecia-
tionfor music.

“I’'m glad | found out how
much | lovemusicthisyear,” he
said. “Wehavearealy good mu-
sicatmosphere here.”

He earned a spot as second
substitutetenor for thestatecom-
petition and he sang in the re-
gional competition in Oberlin,
making all+ rating.

Heshowed off hissingingtal-
ent at his host family’s church,
First United Methodist Church,
too.

Wang signed on for the new
high school baseball team, and
while he didn’t play in any
games, he said he enjoyed the
sport.

Hesaidin China, sportsaren’t
apart of the school curriculum,
sogamesarejust for fun.

AlthoughWangwasan honor-

Exchange student learns
from new experiences

ary senior this year, he would
havebeen only ajunior at home.
He has a year of high school to
completebeforecollege, hesaid,
but he may want to make up the
year he spent here since he will
bebehind in math and science.

School isdifferentin China, he
said, because students do much
more studying.

“I"m not very good at study-
ing,” hesaid, addingthat hishab-
its have gotten worse since he
moved here. “1 likeplaying.”

He said back home, testshelp
determine where you study. Af-
ter attending sevenyearsof atype
of middleschool, studentstakea
big test to decide which high
school they enter. After high
school, hesaid, studentstakean-
other test to determinewhichcol-
legethey can enter.

“Testsareavery bigthing,” he
said.

Wang has his sights set on an
Americancollege, Harvard, Mas-
sachusetts I nstitute of Technol-
ogy (MIT) or other top schools.
Before he can, he must take the
SAT test and the TOEFL, Test of
English asaForeign Language.

Hethinkshistimespentlearn-
ing Englishthisyear will helpon
thetest.

“My English hasimproved a
lot,” hesaid, addingheisstill not
perfect.

He will leave his host family
withafew Chinesewords, too. He
taught them how to say “hi”
which, coincidentally, alsois“hi”
in Chinese. They learned how to
say “zai jian” which meansgood-
bye, too.

AttheFlatlander Fall Festival
last year, Wang wrote people’s
namesin Chinese and sold them
toraisemoney for the American
Field Serviceclub.

Wang has practiced his En-
glish skills, making presenta-
tionstogroupsintownincluding
junior highstudentsandfield ser-
vice studentsfrom California.

The science field, especially
physics, iswhereheexpectstogo
after college. Heisinterested in
becomingapoalitician, too. What-
ever hedoes, hesaid, themotiva-
tionwill never bebased onwealth.

“I"m not a person who likes
money much,” hesaid.
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