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from our viewpoint...

Freedom Fest fun,
a time to ponder

Over 140 years ago, our 16th President, Abraham Lincoln,
spoke hisimmortal wordsat Gettysburg, Pa.

It wasatimeof war, our bloody Civil War, and Lincolnheld
firmto hiscauseto savethe Union.

Today, aswe approach the 229 anniversary of thefounding
of our nation, weareagaininvolvedinawar. This, timethewar
isnot on our soil, but rather on the hot desert of aforeignland
half aworld away.

Thedeathsin Iraq and Afghani stan have been nowhere near
ashigh asthe number of soldierswho died at Gettysburg, but
thedeath of Derrick Lutters, 24, inMay, brought thewar closer
tous.

AsLincolnsaidinhisspeech”...that fromthesehonored dead
wetake increased devotion to that cause for which they gave
thelast full measure of devotion.”

President GeorgeBushiscorrect when hesaidlast week that
theescal ating viol enceby suicidebombersinIragistesting our
resolve. Thewar in Iragisfar from over, and more American
troopsand Iragi peoplewill diebefore our troops comehome.

Recent sui cide bombings have targeted both American sol-
diersandIraqgi security forces. Over thelast month, moreof the
bombingswereaimedat thenew Iragi policeinan apparent ef-
fort to discourage and delay their training and deployment.

The suicide bombings appear to be more and moreviolent,
and some experts believe Iraq is becoming atraining ground
for terroristsfrom surrounding countries.

Our military forces are the last to want to fight awar. They
constantly trainto defend our freedom. Oncecommittedtowar
by our palitical leaders, thetroopsfight gallantly. Wemust con-
tinueto support those whom we have placed in harm’sway.

But fighting against anideaisalosing cause, becauseideas
cannot bedefeated. Wecall it terrorism, but thosewho areblow-
ingthemsel vesup seeglory, achanceto defeat theinfidel swho
areoccupying sacred lands.

Hopefully the seedsof democracy will takeholdinIrag, and
we can declare avictory and extricate ourselves and remove
our troopsfromthefront line.

Watching the daily reports of bombings, we get a sense of
dejavufrom40yearsagowhenthedaily body countsmounted
from Vietnam. While that was a different war and a different
time, therearelessonsto belearned fromthat failed attempt to
help acountry find freedom.

Friday, President Bushwel comed theambassador from Viet-
namtotheWhiteHouse. Bush saidhewasgladto havetheam-
bassador represent hiscountry and hopedtherel ationshipwould
bebeneficial to both countries. Bush said the Viethamesegov-
ernment would continueeffortsto hel plocateAmericansmiss-
ing in action fromthat war.

The battle at Gettysburg on the first three days of July 142
years ago was a turning point in the Civil War. It left 51,000
dead from both sides. Aswe cel ebrate | ndependence Day and
watch thefireworksinthesky Sunday, let'ssay asilent prayer
for thosewho carry thetorch of freedomfor usinthemany dis-
tant landswhere American troopsare on duty.

Thisisagreat placetolive, andittakesvigilanceby thepeople
to ensurethat “thisnation under God, ...shall not perish from
theearth,” asLincoln said. — Tom Betz
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She’s crazy sometimes, but I love her

Thisishow crazy my wifeis.

Weweresupposedtogoto Coloradothisweek-
end to open up the house.

Two weeksago, wewerejust back fromatrip
to Washington. That weekend, she declared that
weweretootiredtodriveninehoursto Colorado.
It d betoo much troubleto pack, and we’ d beon
theroad too long.

So, shesaid, “ Wecan stay homethisweekend.
We Il loungearound and work intheyard, enjoy
thecar show. Wenever gettogotothecar show.”

| wastootiredtoargue, sowescrubbedthetrip
to Colorado, even though it is sort of an annual
tradition.

| figuredwehaveaweek’ svacationcomingup.
We cangoto Colorado then. It'[| bewarmer.

Now, it'sSunday. | haven’t beennear theyard.
Thehammaockisstill inthegarage. | needto mow
thegrass. And | havean editorial towrite.

What happened, you ask?

WEell, first she decided that she really needed
togo seeher mother, wholivesinanursinghome
inConcordia. Shecouldn’t decidewhether togo
Thursday, beforethe paper in Norton, or Friday,
after the paper.

When she stays up late and gets up early on
paper day, | worry about her driving halfway
acrossthe state. We were supposed to goto din-
ner on Friday. That waspart of theweekend plan.
Steak, | thought.
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Shelooked at mewiththat look.

“Well,” | said, “you should go see your
mother.”

It'shardto arguethat.

“Sowecouldhavedinner at that Mexicanres-
taurant in Concordia. Shelikesthat.”

L ater, she looked up. “Is there a game this
weekend?Arethe Rockieshome?’

“Saturday, 6:05,” | said. “ Playing the Reds.”

Shelooked at mewiththat look. | promisedto
call for tickets.

Sowedroveto Concordiaon Friday. It rained
most of the way out and back, but the Mexican
food wasgreat. Momreally doesliketo get out.

We got home at midnight. We were going to
walk thedog, but it wasraining. That madetwo
nightsinarow thewalk wasrained out, but then,
who complainsabout rain?

Well, the Rockies. They had arain delay for
thesecondday inarow, but got thegamein. They
won, but it was49 degreesat gametime.

Saturday dawned bright and clear, giving

promiseof adecent day for thecar show. Wewent
downtown andlooked at the carswhilethedriv-
ers showed and shined, and mostly sat in the
shade. Atlunch, theair wasraucouswith squeaks
and squawksfromlittlehornsthemuseum|adies
weregivingtokids. Everyonewashavingagreat
time. Wegot hot dogsand munched at thepicnic
table.

Then we loaded up and hit the road for Den-
ver. It rained on the way, but true to the
weatherman’s word, the skies parted as we got
tothecity. Thesuncameout. Thepavement dried
up.

We checked into our hotel and walked down
to CoorsField. It waswarmand sunny by game
time. TheRocksfell behind4-0Ointhefirst, pulled
ahead 6-4 inthesixth and won 7-5.

We strolled down to McCormick’s and hao
soup and shrimp. It was a great Saturday-night
date.

Sunday, we had room-service breakfast, then
went to church at Holy Ghost, wherethey havez
Latin Massat 10. We had lunch on the sidewalk
on 16th Street.

And we headed home. We had only put in 14
hoursontheroad, Cynthiadeclared, not the 18it
would have beento goto Colorado.

| just looked at her. That’show crazy my wife
is.

And| loveher so.

Being part of the church Jessus started

TotheEditor:
| read with interest Sharon Corcoran’s col-

umnintheJune 17 Goodland Star-News. I'm .

pleased to know you fedl that you are“ part of
thechurch that Jesus started.”

However, | find it troubling your sect feels
that only those who don’t “participate in or
encouragewars’ areworthy of being consid-
ered disciplesof Jesus.

I’ m sure the thousands of men and women
servinginfaraway places, sweatinginthesun
andriskingtheir livessoyou couldsitincom-
plete safety and comfort while penning your
thoughtswould not appreciate your view.

Never mind the thousands of soldiers who
gavetheir livestoendthehorrorsof WorldWar
I1 beforethey reached our owndoorstep. Never
mind the soldierswho gavetheir livesand the
businessmen who gave their fortunes and/or
livestobreak away fromacorrupt and ungodly
King of England who was denying the colo-
niststheir God-givenrights.

It appearsto methat you, Sharon Corcoran,
aretruly themost blessedwomaninthenation.
Your beliefs prevent you from supporting or
participating inan ugly, but nevertheless nec-
essary part of life here on Earth— defense of
lifeand property. You are so fortunateto have
otherswhoarewillingtodo thishardwork for
you whileyou sitin an air-conditioned office
and take swipesat them. Only inAmerical

Yes, only inAmericado you havethefree-
doms to believe as you please, write asyou
pleaseandliveasyouplease. OnlyinAmerica,
aland so steeped in Christian principles that
homageto these principles can befound writ-
tenonthewallsof thehighest courtintheland
and onthemoney in your pocket.

Only inAmericacouldyoubenefitfromthe
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true Christian principle of loving your neigh-
bor asyourself without having to reciprocate
the act. Christ taught that loving your neigh-
bor comes only behind the first and greatest
commandment toloveyour Godwithall your
might, mind and strength. There has been a
long procession of caskets and empty bank
accountsthat belongedtofolkswholovedyou
enough to protect you even though you don’'t
have the common senseto protect yourself.

| supposeyour feelingsof ill extendtoeven
the policeman walking the beat on Sunday
morning to keep your congregation safe. He
carries a gun to protect you from those who

where to write

would harm you, and believe me, there are
plenty whowoul d harmyouwithout thesegooo
public servants. What a dark and unhappy
worldyoumustliveintotaketheselife-giving
essentials without even the dlightest word of
thanksor support.

Christ was, and is, the Prince of Peace, but
Hewasfull well aware of the need for Caesar
andall Caesar providedthepeople. Without the
safety and security of awell-defended Nation,
no culturecan riseabovechaosto contemplate
Jesus' teachingandthereby draw closerto God.

Christ had no problem in physically throw-
ing the moneychangers out of his Father’s
house. He took direct and sure action to keey
HisFather’shouse holy and undefiled.

Becausel amacChristian, | will defend your
house. Becausel amaChristian, | will defenc
your life. Becausel amaChristian, | will hope
to open your eyes.

Kenneth J. Klemm

Goodland
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