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from our viewpoint...

Freedom Fest fun,
a time to ponder

She’s crazy sometimes, but I love her

Over 140 years ago, our 16th President, Abraham Lincoln,
spoke his immortal words at Gettysburg, Pa.

It was a time of war, our bloody Civil War, and Lincoln held
firm to his cause to save the Union.

Today, as we approach the 229 anniversary of the founding
of our nation, we are again involved in a war. This, time the war
is not on our soil, but rather on the hot desert of a foreign land
half a world away.

The deaths in Iraq and Afghanistan have been nowhere near
as high as the number of soldiers who died at Gettysburg, but
the death of Derrick Lutters, 24, in May, brought the war closer
to us.

As Lincoln said in his speech “…that from these honored dead
we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave
the last full measure of devotion.”

President George Bush is correct when he said last week that
the escalating violence by suicide bombers in Iraq is testing our
resolve. The war in Iraq is far from over, and more American
troops and Iraqi people will die before our troops come home.

Recent suicide bombings have targeted both American sol-
diers and Iraqi security forces. Over the last month, more of the
bombings were aimed at the new Iraqi police in an apparent ef-
fort to discourage and delay their training and deployment.

The suicide bombings appear to be more and more violent,
and some experts believe Iraq is becoming a training ground
for terrorists from surrounding countries.

Our military forces are the last to want to fight a war. They
constantly train to defend our freedom. Once committed to war
by our political leaders, the troops fight gallantly. We must con-
tinue to support those whom we have placed in harm’s way.

But fighting against an idea is a losing cause, because ideas
cannot be defeated. We call it terrorism, but those who are blow-
ing themselves up see glory, a chance to defeat the infidels who
are occupying sacred lands.

Hopefully the seeds of democracy will take hold in Iraq, and
we can declare a victory and extricate ourselves and remove
our troops from the front line.

Watching the daily reports of bombings, we get a sense of
dejavu from 40 years ago when the daily body counts mounted
from Vietnam. While that was a different war and a different
time, there are lessons to be learned from that failed attempt to
help a country find freedom.

Friday, President Bush welcomed the ambassador from Viet-
nam to the White House. Bush said he was glad to have the am-
bassador represent his country and hoped the relationship would
be beneficial to both countries. Bush said the Vietnamese gov-
ernment would continue efforts to help locate Americans miss-
ing in action from that war.

The battle at Gettysburg on the first three days of July 142
years ago was a turning point in the Civil War. It left 51,000
dead from both sides. As we celebrate Independence Day and
watch the fireworks in the sky Sunday, let’s say a silent prayer
for those who carry the torch of freedom for us in the many dis-
tant lands where American troops are on duty.

This is a great place to live, and it takes vigilance by the people
to ensure that “this nation under God, …shall not perish from
the earth,” as Lincoln said. — Tom Betz

promise of a decent day for the car show. We went
downtown and looked at the cars while the driv-
ers showed and shined, and mostly sat in the
shade. At lunch, the air was raucous with squeaks
and squawks from little horns the museum ladies
were giving to kids. Everyone was having a great
time. We got hot dogs and munched at the picnic
table.

Then we loaded up and hit the road for Den-
ver. It rained on the way, but true to the
weatherman’s word, the skies parted as we got
to the city. The sun came out. The pavement dried
up.

We checked into our hotel and walked down
to Coors Field. It was warm and  sunny by game
time. The Rocks fell behind 4-0 in the first, pulled
ahead 6-4 in the sixth and won 7-5.

We strolled down to McCormick’s and had
soup and shrimp. It was a great Saturday-night
date.

Sunday, we had room-service breakfast, then
went to church at Holy Ghost, where they have a
Latin Mass at 10. We had lunch on the sidewalk
on 16th Street.

And we headed home. We had only put in 14
hours on the road, Cynthia declared, not the 18 it
would have been to go to Colorado.

I just looked at her. That’s how crazy my wife
is.

And I love her so.

This is how crazy my wife is.
We were supposed to go to Colorado this week-

end to open up the house.
Two weeks ago, we were just back from a trip

to Washington. That weekend, she declared that
we were too tired to drive nine hours to Colorado.
It’d be too much trouble to pack, and we’d be on
the road too long.

So, she said, “We can stay home this weekend.
We’ll lounge around and work in the yard, enjoy
the car show. We never get to go to the car show.”

I was too tired to argue, so we scrubbed the trip
to Colorado, even though it is sort of an annual
tradition.

I figured we have a week’s vacation coming up.
We can go to Colorado then. It’ll be warmer.

Now, it’s Sunday. I haven’t been near the yard.
The hammock is still in the garage. I need to mow
the grass. And I have an editorial to write.

What happened, you ask?
Well, first she decided that she really needed

to go see her mother, who lives in a nursing home
in Concordia. She couldn’t decide whether to go
Thursday, before the paper in Norton, or Friday,
after the paper.

When she stays up late and gets up early on
paper day, I worry about her driving halfway
across the state. We were supposed to go to din-
ner on Friday. That was part of the weekend plan.
Steak, I thought.

She looked at me with that look.
“Well,” I said, “you should go see your

mother.”
It’s hard to argue that.
“So we could have dinner at that Mexican res-

taurant in Concordia. She likes that.”
Later, she looked up. “Is there a game this

weekend? Are the Rockies home?”
“Saturday, 6:05,” I said. “Playing the Reds.”
She looked at me with that look. I promised to

call for tickets.
So we drove to Concordia on Friday. It rained

most of the way out and back, but the Mexican
food was great. Mom really does like to get out.

We got home at midnight. We were going to
walk the dog, but it was raining. That made two
nights in a row the walk was rained out, but then,
who complains about rain?

Well, the Rockies. They had a rain delay for
the second day in a row, but got the game in. They
won, but it was 49 degrees at game time.

Saturday dawned bright and clear, giving

would harm you, and believe me, there are
plenty who would harm you without these good
public servants. What a dark and unhappy
world you must live in to take these life-giving
essentials without even the slightest word of
thanks or support.

Christ was, and is, the Prince of Peace, but
He was full well aware of the need for Caesar
and all Caesar provided the people. Without the
safety and security of a well-defended Nation,
no culture can rise above chaos to contemplate
Jesus’ teaching and thereby draw closer to God.

Christ had no problem in physically throw-
ing the moneychangers out of his Father’s
house. He took direct and sure action to keep
His Father’s house holy and undefiled.

Because I am a Christian, I will defend your
house. Because I am a Christian, I will defend
your life. Because I am a Christian, I will hope
to open your eyes.

Kenneth J. Klemm
Goodland

To the Editor:
I read with interest Sharon Corcoran’s col-

umn in the June 17 Goodland Star-News. I’m
pleased to know you feel that you are “part of
the church that Jesus started.”

However, I find it troubling your sect feels
that only those who don’t “participate in or
encourage wars” are worthy of being consid-
ered disciples of Jesus.

I’m sure the thousands of men and women
serving in faraway places, sweating in the sun
and risking their lives so you could sit in com-
plete safety and comfort while penning your
thoughts would not appreciate your view.

Never mind the thousands of soldiers who
gave their lives to end the horrors of World War
II before they reached our own doorstep. Never
mind the soldiers who gave their lives and the
businessmen who gave their fortunes and/or
lives to break away from a corrupt and ungodly
King of England who was denying the colo-
nists their God-given rights.

It appears to me that you, Sharon Corcoran,
are truly the most blessed woman in the nation.
Your beliefs prevent you from supporting or
participating in an ugly, but nevertheless nec-
essary part of life here on Earth — defense of
life and property. You are so fortunate to have
others who are willing to do this hard work for
you while you sit in an air-conditioned office
and take swipes at them. Only in America!

Yes, only in America do you have the free-
doms to believe as you please, write as you
please and live as you please. Only in America,
a land so steeped in Christian principles that
homage to these principles can be found writ-
ten on the walls of the highest court in the land
and on the money in your pocket.

Only in America could you benefit from the

true Christian principle of loving your neigh-
bor as yourself without having to reciprocate
the act. Christ taught that loving your neigh-
bor comes only behind the first and greatest
commandment to love your God with all your
might, mind and strength. There has been a
long procession of caskets and empty bank
accounts that belonged to folks who loved you
enough to protect you even though you don’t
have the common sense to protect yourself.

I suppose your feelings of ill extend to even
the policeman walking the beat on Sunday
morning to keep your congregation safe. He
carries a gun to protect you from those who

Being part of the church Jessus started

garfield
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U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20515. (202) 225-2715; Fax (202) 225-5124
e-mail address — jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

where to write
State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol

Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address — jmorriso-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capi-
tol Building, Rm. 128-S, 300 SW 10th, To-
peka, Kan. 66612. (785-296-7399; e-mail
address — ostmeyer@senate.state.ks.us

Kansas Attorney General Phil Kline,
301 S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS
66612-1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-
3699 TTY: (785) 291-3767


