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from our viewpoint...

Legislative squabble
unproductive mess

Sofar, thespecial session of theL egislaturein Topekaisa
mess.

We expected that.

A week before the session began, Representative John
Faber of Brewster, said hethought themoodintheHousewas
“not to do anything.”

And sofar, thingsare stalled in the House, where conser-
vativeswhodon’'t want totakeordersfromthestate Supreme
Court refuseto passaspending bill, but don’t havethetwo-
thirdsmajority required to passaconstitutional amendment
slapping down the high court.

Just aswell. An amendment did passin the Senate, but the
House conservativesaregoing to haveabig say inwhatever
passes.

Thegovernor, notingabigjumpinstaterevenues, proposed
a$162 million package for schools with no tax increase, a
real sticking point for the conservatives.

It hasn't moved in thefirst five days of the session. There
areproblems.

For one thing, while it's more than the amount the court
demanded — $142 million— there’ sno guaranteethe state
can raisethat much again next year.

Legidatorswhocuttaxesintheearly’ 90sarestandingfirm
against anincreasetoday, andwith good reason. That’swhat
voterssay they want.

The tax-and-spend crowd, after losing on the floor of the
Legislature, is happy to back the school lawsuit. The
unelected Supreme Court seems to believe the mantrathat
school s need ever-increasing money supplies, and hang the
budget.

Butit'stheL egislature sjobtodivvy upthestate’ smoney,
not the courts', and something isgoing to haveto give.

We suspect therewill beacompromise.

Expect amove to limit the court now or later. Next year,
perhaps, there’ll be a constitutional amendment to require
justicesto run for office again, rather than being appointed
forlife.

It squite possibletherewill be acampaign to havevoters
mark “no” when current justicescome up for approval.

Nojusticehasever been voted off, but unhappy taxpayers
might send them amessage.

Whatever happens, theL egislaturehasto deal withthefact
that the state has other needsbesides schools. Overall, Kan-
sasschoolsperformwell, andthey arenot thestate’ sonly pri-
ority.

Higher education has been cut sharply, and colleges are
short of money. Tuition has shot up, though Kansas univer-
sitiesare till abargain.

Other state agencieshave seen nothing but cuts. Stateem-
ployeeswill want araise.

Schools are the most important thing in the state budget,
but they can’t and shouldn’t haveit all.

Andit'stheLegisature’sjobto sort al that out and make
somedecisions, notthecourt’s. They needtogettoit. —Seve
Haynes
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Time to discontinue column and

This column is a bittersweet one for me. |
have decided to discontinuewriting aweekly
column and move on to some other projects.

| have been writing a column for 10 years.
It'stimeto do something else.

| want to thank everyonewho haswrittento
mewithwordsof encouragement andwithdis-
agreements. | have never asked for, nor ex-
pected, everyone to agree with me. If | have
made anyone stop and think about something
differently, | have accomplished my goal.

Itissadwhen| think that | will nolonger be
meetingaweekly deadline. Ithasbecomeapart
of my lifethat will bemissed.

| thank al youreadersfor yourloyalty; ithas
meant alotto me. Everyoneneedsanoutlet for
tellingtheir storiesand sharingtheir opinions.
Sincel’ ve had few other choices, thiscolumn
hasbeen my forum.

My plansaretowork onvariousfamily his-
tory projects. | will have to re-discipline my
life, spending at | east asmuch timeeach week
as| did on my column.

| ask your prayersfor that, as| am not much
of aself-starter. I’ vealwaysneeded deadlines.
| suppose I'll just have to manufacture some
for myself.

Asl look throughmyfiles, | seel havemany
morethingsstored, whichwereintendedtobe
shared. Deleting and throwing out all those
words of wisdomwill be hard for meto do.

Who knows, maybe I’ [l change my mind
about all this; maybe I'll wait for retirement
to do my family history.

| urgeyou to continueto think and analyze
everything you read and hear.

Here are somefinalsquotes|'dlikeyouto
consider:

“1 want to spit at the self-indulgence of my
generation. My guilt as a father simmering
deep inside, vapors of shame. We are a soci-
ety that sheds spouses and takes on new lov-
ers faster than argjah can work through his
harem.

“Wedissolveentirefamiliesonawhimsy of
lust. Wepursuebaldambitionif it werethetrue
religion, leaving our children to come home

How to finance roads up for

TotheEditor:
| write in response to your recent editorial

(Page 4, on Tuesday, June 21) in which you |

back theone-cent sal estax increasefor selected
road upgradesin Sherman County.

Itisundeniably truethat wemust upgradesome
of our roads. However, which roads we choose
and how wefinancethemisstill up for debate.

At the joint meeting of the city and county
commissioners, citizenswereaskedto spread
the word on this subject aslong asit wasin
agreement with the officials' point of view.
Those with nerve enough to question the cur-
rent proposal areindulging in“negativity.”

| urgereadersto consider thesefacts. A one-
cent sales tax increase falls most heavily on
those least able to afford it — those on fixed
incomes, retirees, widows, widowers and
single parentsamong others. For thesefolks,
aswell astheyoungster just entering thework
force and earning $6.35 hourly, their grocer-
iesjust went up in cost one cent per dollar.
Maybethey could stop eating.

Salestax iscollected by retailers. Has any-
one noticed that retailersin Goodland are go-
ing out of business at an alarming rate? This
tax makesthem even lesscompetitive.

Wal-Mart is building afull-size store in
Colby. Will Colby residentscome here? With
thecost of gasolineat al-timehighsand climb-
ing, thecommutefromBurlingtonplusaneven
higher sal estax isgoingtoreducetrafficat our
Wal-Mart. Remember, in Coloradothereisno
salestax onfood.

Now, which roads are we going to upgrade?
ThemostimportantamongthemisOldHighway
24. Thereislittle argument that thisroad isfar
tooimportanttothehealth of Goodlandtoignore.

However, a substantial stretch of Eighth
Streetisup for improvement along with Road
16. Thisislargely for the benefit of the coun-
try club crowd. If those who are already

from our
readers

® to the editor

strappedfor fundscan’t affordto eat, they can
be happy to know they have asmooth road to
thegolf course. Amorecynical typemight even
suggest that this particular improvement is
going to benefit thefew folkswhowouldlike
to develop land with golf courseviews.

Oncetheone-cent salestax isimposed, that
avenueof taxationisexhausted unlessthel eg-
idature authorizes more. Of course, thereare
property taxes, which can beraised — again.
There are also enterprise funds, which can be
raised — again.

The commissioners agree that our popula-
tionisdeclining. Raising taxesand feesisnot
the way to bring people into a community.
However, thereislittledoubt leviesareinevi-
table. Wecannot continueto neglect our infra-
structure, but we need a comprehensive and
intelligent plan, whichincludesnot just afew
roads, but storm drainage, sewage treatment,
water treatment, and solid waste disposal.

Let’sthink thisthroughbeforeweact rashly.

DaveWalker

Goodland

TotheEditor:

| writeto you for the sake of accuracy. Ina
recent report you referred to me as a case
worker. In point of fact, thetitleis case man-
ager. That point, however, isnow moot. | no
longer work at theKit Carson County Correc-
tional Facility, havingchosentoreturntowork
for my favorite boss— me.

On another point, | have aquestion. In that
samereport on thejoint city and county com-
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toempty houses, tofix their ownmeals, tocope
withthecripplinginsecuritiesof adolescence,
whilewe engage in an endless chase after the
grail of possessions.

“ And we have the audacity to wonder who
killed theinnocence of childhood.” — Steve
Martini, Undue Influence.

I’durgeyoutodaily check your relationship
with your great, awesome God. Remember:
“Justice — When you get what you deserve;
Mercy — When you don’t get what you de-
serve; and Grace — When you get what you
don’t deserve.” — Unknown.

Thissoundslikesomething my parentstried
to teach me years ago: “Be more concerned
with your character than your reputation, be-
cause your character iswhat you really are,
while your reputation is merely what others
think you are.” — Unknown.

And finally: “You have to make up your
mindif youwant to spend your timeadding to
the ugly intheworld, or if you want to add to
thejoy.” — Off Season, movie.

Asl signoff, | breatheaprayer that, withboth
my lifeand my column, | haveaddedtothejoy
of theworld. And | hopethat you havetoo!

—LornaGT

public debate

missioners’ meeting, youreferredtomeasan
unsuccessful candidate for the city commis-
sion. Whilethat isindeed accurate, | couldn’t
hel p but noticethat Brent Woodswasnot simi-
larly identified. Why would that be?

| amsimply ataxpayingcitizen of Goodland
whodisagreeswiththecity commissiononcer-
tainissues, and | do not hesitate to let that be
known.

You agreewith thecommission, | disagree.

You may recall, the commissioners askec
thatinformation concerningtheroad upgrades
betakento the public. Let usboth do so.

DaveWalker

Goodland

TotheEditor:

| wouldliketotakethisopportunity tocom-
ment on the great big welcome and western
hospitality that was bestowed on the various
organizations, amateurs, and professional s
whotook partinthe2005archeol ogical digand
training school close near 1-70 at Kanorado.

Thereisanindividual who really stood out
tome, and | feel needsspecial recognitionand
praise for his commitment, hard work, anc
people skills. I'm referring to Bob McClure,
caretaker of Smoky Gardens.

Bob exhibited the utmost in courtesy and
hospitality. The campgrounds were finely
groomed, therestroomscleanandsanitary. This
guy really takespridein hisjob and dedicatior
to Smoky Gardens. He made the history of
Smoky Gardenscomealivewithcolorful details
anditemsof interest. Thecounty isfortunatetc
have such adedicated individual on staff.

Again, | really felt welcome in Sherman
County and will relay to the peoplein eastern
Kansas what afriendly county you have and
takepridein.

Kent Murray

Paola

garfield

IN ANSWER TO YOUR
MANY LETTERS...
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