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By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

There'll soonberoomfor 12 more
seniorsinthelapof luxury, withmore
ontheway.

Wheat Ridge Acres retirement
community is adding 12 rooms and
plans to add two duplexes in the
spring and 25 rooms next year. With
all of theadditions, thefacility will be
twiceitsorigina size.

It offersresidents weekly spavis-
its, a beauty shop, activities, meals
served onfinechinawith sterling sil-
verware, professionally decorated
rooms and areas to gather and play
games.

Thecommunity hashad asmany as
48 people onitswaiting list to move
in, sotheexpansionwon'’tfill thede-
mand for the assisted living the cen-
ter offers.

The kitchen, dining room and
beauty shopwill accommodatethe12

new residents, said Director Donna .

Swager, butwill needtogrow withthe
next addition, and more mailboxes
will then be needed.

That addition will include an air-
conditioned auditorium for perfor-
mances and a new craft room to re-
placethe onethat will becomeadin-
ing room. The auditorium is not just
for residents, Swager said, but for the
whole county. The facility has held
performancesopentothe public, she
said, but hasn’t been able to accom-
modate asmany asit would like.

It'sgood for the residentsto bring
peoplein, Swager said, but the audi-
torium will be away for the facility
togivesomething back tothecommu-
nity.

Each addition will require more
staff. With every resident, Swager
said, it adds 2 1/2 staff hours per day.

Thefacility started with 31rooms,
shesaid; 12 arebeingadded now, and
25will beadded withthenorth expan-
sion next year. The current addition
includes two one-bedroom apart-
ments, four largestudiosand six small
studios.

The decision to add on was made
over ayear ago, Swager said; the
plans were set last May, and
groundbreaking was in September.

Theroomshavebeen built, and paint-
ing hasbegun. They still need carpet
and wallpaper.

Swager is shooting for a grand
opening thismonth but isn’t surethe
apartmentswill beready that soon.

“It may be June40th,” shesaid.

Construction has gone smoothly,
Swager said, and isnot behind asfar
asthe contract isconcerned.

“But we are behind where we
thought we' d be,” she added.

Crites Construction of Burlington
is doing the work, Swager said, and

Landscaping around the new
addition at Wheat Ridge
Acres retirement community
will match the old, such as
this in the garden (above)
known asthe “birthingroom,”
named for the birds born and
raised inanestinthe arbor at
the east patio doors. Cliff
Crites, (left) owner of Crites
Construction of Burlington,
cut pieces of trim for the new
addition at Wheat Ridge
Acres retirement community
last week.

Photos by Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

Christie Rasure will do some land-
scaping to accommodatethe new ad-
dition. The gazebo won't haveto be
moved as was thought, she said, but
some rose bushes were moved, and
other landscaping will be added. It
will match closely what’s already

there, shesaid.

The new rooms will be decorated
by Alice Kirkman, who will come
from Washington, Swager said;
Kirkmandecoratedtheoriginal facil -
ity, and her husband Donwasthe ar-
chitect.

The additions were planned from
the beginning, Swager said, because
Heritage Healthcare Management,
the Colorado-based company that
ownsthefacility, plansfor thefuture.

Most of the 12 rooms are spoken
for, Swager said, with some deposits
already in hand. Some current resi-
dentsaremovingtothenew roomsfor
adifferent view, shesaid, so afew of
the original roomswill open up.

Thecommunity hassent out 301 et-
tersto peoplewho arethinking about
moving in. If anyone is interested,
Swager said, they need to decide
quickly, becausetheroomswill fill up
fast.

Included in the price of aroom are
several perks. Residents get three
meal saday served onchinawithlinen
tablecloths and napkins and real sil-
ver. A dietitian approves the meals
and consults with residents once &
month and whenever they change
medi cations, Swager said.

If the kitchen doesn’t have some-
thing aresident likes, she said, they
will buy it, and if aresident doesn’t
like what is planned for a meal, the
staff will make him something el se.

When residents decide to moveto
adifferent room, she said, the com-
munity hires people to move them.
They gotolunch, shesaid, and come
back to find their stuff moved.

Residents can go to the spaonce e
week, Swager said, soak in bubbles
andlight candlesfor arel axing expe-
rience. Thereare“sharks’ and other
floating toys, she said, so they can
play inthewater.

Thecenter plansactivities, Swager
said, because keeping minds active
hel ps peopl e stay heal thier and more
alert. The community tries to offer
more activities than anyone could
possibly wanttodo, shesaid, because
everyone will not want to do every-

See GROWING, Page 2
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Wheat Ridge
adds rooms

GROWING, from Page 1

thing. Peopleliketo choose.

Residentscantakecareof their ownmedica-
tion, have someone remind them when to take
it, Swager said, or have their pillskept in a
|ocked cabinet and havesomeonegivethemthe
medicinewhenit’ stime.

Each resident has a button they can hang
around their necksthat pages staff from wher-
ever they are, Swager said, and staff will know
who paged them and respond right away.

The button works from as far as five miles
away, shesaid, so residents can usethem even
whenthey go out. They can signout sothe staff
knowswherethey are, Swager said, andif they
pagefor help, the staff will call thepolicetogo
check on them.

They had one resident who fell downtown,
shesaid, andamanwhowent towork inhisshop
and wasinjured.

Thesign-out sheet hel pswhen family comes
tovisit, Swager said, becausethestaff canthen
tell relativeswhereto find them..

The facility is decorated to be comfortable
and enjoyable and to improve the residents’
mental alertness, she said.

Swager said she went to aworkshop on se-
niorsandthemental challengesthey deal with,
such as depression. They said the colors you
surroundyoursel f with affect your mental al ert-
ness, Swager said. The colorsthe experts rec-
ommended, shesaid, aretheonesWheat Ridge
aready has.

Director Donna Swager watched aresident
in the original part of Wheat Ridge Acres
fromthe new addition while talking with Cliff
Crites, owner of Crites Construction, last
Friday.

Economic Development office
assisting with job development

The Sherman County Economic Develop-
ment Council, 1208 Main, continues to assist
with job devel opment and expansion since its
opening in 2002.

Theofficehandlesseveral programs.

A micro-loanprogramisavail abletonew and
existing small businesses. The maximum loan
amount is$15,000, and the money can be used
for real estate, working capital or equipment.
Thisprogram isfunded by acounty revolving
loan fund. The money iscoming back into the
loan fund from the businesses which received
loansin thefirst round.

Thedevel opment officehastheassi stance of
Sheryl Davis with the Small Business Devel-
opment Center inHays. Sheprovidesfreebusi-
ness start-up sessions for those who are either
considering starting a business or have a new
business already going. Individual check-up
sessions for any business “up to the size of
Boeing” areavailablethrough here office.

The economic development office can help
connect businesses with the Small Business
Development Center.

An incubator program is available to assist
business start-ups. Available in the economic

development office is free office space, with
access to a computer, printer, copy machine,
telephone and fax machine.

Council officers are John Garcia (Garcia's
Home Furnishings), chairman; Dwane Timm
(First National Bank), vice-chair; Shelly Th-
ompson (Bankwest), secretary; and Kim Bo-
hme (Miller Electronics), treasurer. Other
members are Richard Breininger (Sunflower
Computer Service), HarlanHouse (farmer and
cattleman), DonNewell and Gary Slough (S& T
Communications), Steve West (Western State
Bank) and Chuck Wilkens (Wilkens Trucking
and Trailer).

The council is searching for adirector. Kay
Y ounger isofficemanager.

Some businesses closed in the past year, but
council members take heart in the number of
new businessesbeginningtotakeholdin Sher-
man County.

Recent additions include Adronics/Elrob
Manufacturing Corp., ReNewable Energy Re-
sourcesand the Steakhouse Diner.

Working with the city and county, the coun-

See DEVELOPMENT, Page 4
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Adronics on

for Rotary meeting

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News
Chicken fingers, fish, mashed po-
tatoes, coleslaw and atour of thenew
antennamanufacturing plant wereall
on the menu at the Goodland Rotary
Club’ sweekly luncheon last Friday.
After the meal at the Northwest
Kansas Technical College, Rotary
members climbed aboard the new
Goodland High School activitiesbus
for atrip downtown.
Member Marty Melia, alsoamem-
ber of the school board, used the in-
tercom system on the busto describe

production

ingtheroughly 20 Rotary membersa
look at antenna production.

The north side of the city-owned
Wolak Buildingisset upfor antenna |

each antennais set up with around
ball onthetopandasquareendonthe |
bottom. Visitorssaw wirespringsthat
are stretched out and then wrapped
around the antenna. The wire
wrapped around the antennas help
reducewind noise.

Wolff moved on to the coaxial
cable production on the other side of

menu

. Wolff explained how

some features of the new vehicle.
Other Rotary members were im-
pressed withtheopenwindows, radi-
ant heating and clean ook of thebus.

Unloading in the parking lot of
Adronics/Elrob Manufacturing
Corp., some bus riders remarked
about how many carswerenow inthe
parking lot, which had been nearly
empty under thelast tenant.

Nick Wolff, Hays plant assistant
with Adronics, started the tour, giv-

Goodland

See ROTARY, Page 5

Marty Melia (from left), Larry Mor-
gan, Clyde Lambertz, Dick Liess,
John Baker and Ron Lucas
crowded into the Adronics/Elrob
Manufacturing Corp. line, where
they watched a worker spot weld
awire mesh to an antenna.

Rotary club members

Photo by Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

New York Life Insurance
Company

1002 Main Avenue, Suite 103

Goodland, Kan. 67735

785-890-8293 or 785-899-4979

sweber@ft.newyorklife.com

Scott Weber, Agent, and Tristan
Not pictured Kayla, Kaitlynn and
Tayke

Stage Stop
Sinclair
Exit 17 & 19

785-890-8284

Automotive and Truck Repair
Tires/Batteries/Tune-up

“24 Hr Towing

E 24 Hr Towing
E 24 Hr Towing

E 24 Hr Towing

(most vehicles)
Goodland’sAAA Towing
Facility
Short and Long haul
Pick-up your AAA Application

*Lube Oil Filter Special 29.95

. M
CUSTOM BIKES
AND BOT RODS

Antique Car Restoration
901 Main Ave.  Goodland, Kan.

785-890-8284
Stage Stop Enterprises
owner Mike McGlone

118 E. 17th
Goodland, Kan.

Hank’s Cafe
Lunch Buffet

11a.m.-2p.m.

Homemade Pies
Open daily 6 am. -9 p.m.

Grain Bin Lounge
S5p.m.-? 890-HANK (4265)
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Alex’s expanding shop
to provide more services

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

After afew yearsof waiting, aGoodland au-
tomotive shopisfinally expanding.

Alex West, owner of Alex’s Radiator and
Auto Repair, said he had been thinking about
building for the past few years, but it didn’t
cometogether until now.

“1’veneededtheroom,” West said, addingthe
First National Bank and the U.S. Small Busi-
nessAssociation hel ped get the proj ect started.

The new steel building will be 60 feet by 60
feet with 16-foot walls, hesaid.

Therewill beroom for aleast three car lifts
or asemi tractor.

Theshop will have spacefor an office, wait-
ing room and restrooms.

West saidtheshop not only repairsradiators,
but does other work. With the expansion, he
added, they will do even more, from working
ontiresto oil changes, tune-ups and complete
exhaust replacement.

New tire equipment will allow workers to
remove, replace, patch and balance tires. He
said they offer small-enginerepair, too.

The new building will be completewith the
business firstcomputer systemtodobillingand

payroll. West said they will build special racks
to storetiresand add equipment for oil.

Hesaid hewill keep oneexisting small build-
ing for radiator repair.

He will use the other building for tire and
vehicle storage.

The biggest benefit to the new building, he
said, isindoor space.

“We've always had to do work outside,” he
said, sweatinginthesummer andfreezinginthe
winter. “It waskind of cold working on semis
outside.”

The new building will have heating and air
conditioningintheofficeand portableair con-
ditionersfor the shop.

West took over theshopin1998from L onny
Potterff and bought radiator equipment from
McB’s.

He said the new building was on hislist for
the past few years, but they hadn’ t been ableto
doit until just recently.

Constructionwork isbeingdoneby Goody’ s,
with Marty Johnson doing the electrical work
and M cClure Plumbing the pipes.

West said he plansto open his new building
tothepublic later thissummer.

Crews from L and M Construction of Great Bend prepared to install the final set of
pilings for the center of the new bridge on K-27 south of Goodland. The bridge is to
be completed by fall, and moves the highway about 100 feet east. The bridge is the
first phase of the major change for the section of K-27 from Goodland to the Wallace

Sherman County Economic Development

1208 Main, Suite 1
Goodland, Kan. 67735
Telephone: 785-899-3743

County line to be completed next year.

Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

County development office
assists business expansions

DEVELOPMENT, from Page 2

cil isdevelopingaTax Exemptionsand Policy
Incentivespackagetohelplurebusinessestothe
area. Members believe that Goodland has a
winning combination with quality education,
adequate housing, good health care facilities
and strong transportation accessby rail, air and
highway.

Economic development has strong ties with
tourism. What better way to display the charac-
ter of acity than through tourism? Agritourism
is becoming more popular nationwide. What
farmers consider routine, people from the city
find fascinating. Many arewilling to pay to ex-
perience someaspect of farmlife. A special ef-
fortisunderway towork withfarmersindevel-
oping agritourism opportunities.

Sherman County isfortunateto havetal ented
artists. Several piecesof artwork areavailable
for purchase downtown, including the eco-
nomic development office. A six-county Art-
ists' Roundtableisbeingformedfor thosewho
areinterestedinexpandingtheir loveof artinto
abusiness. Detail sareavail ableat theeconomic
development office. Mrs. Daviswill be assist-
ing theeffort.

If you areinterested in learning more about
any of the programs, please contact the Sher-
man County Economic Development officeat
1208 Main. The office is open from 9 am. to
noon and 1 to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
Thephonenumber is785-899-3743, ande-mail
address is shermancoecdev@yahoo.com.
Check out our website at www.goodland-
kansas.us.

Toll Free: 866-223-1929
Email: shermancoecdev@yahoo.com
Website: www.goodlandkansas.us

If you dream it, we can make it happen.

If you are interested in starting your own business, or
thinking of expanding an existing business, we can help.
Ask us about:

*Micro-loans *Incubator Program
*Business Start-Up Sessions *Business Check-ups
*Artist Roundtable

Sherman County Economic Development Board:

John Garcia, Chairman Harlan House

Dwane Timm, Vice-Chairman Don Newell
Shelly Thompson, Secretary Gary Slough
Kim Bohme, Treasurer Steve West
Richard Breininger Chuck Wilkins
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Automotive radio antenna plant expanding

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Antennas and coaxial cable has
been leaving Goodland by thetruck-
load as a new manufacturing plant
takesroot.

Adronics/Elrob Manufacturing
Corp., aNew Jersey-based company
with aplant in Hays, moved into the
city-owned plant at 1006 Center, for-
merly occupied by Aircraft Seal and
Gasket Corp., in April.

In two months, the workforce has
built to more than 30 people on two
cablelinesand an antennaline.

Troy A. Robinson, avicepresident
of Adronicswho runstheKansasop-
erations, saidthe Goodland plant acts
asasatellite, with partstravelingback
and forth from Hays.

TheHaysplant employsabout 240.

Robinson said Adronicsmakesan-
tennasandrel ated parts, includingthe
coaxial cables used to connect the
antennato car radios, antenna base
mounts, global positioning system
mountsfor carsand under-hood light-
ing.

Theantennasaremadefor General
Motors, Honda, Hyundai, Kia, I suzu
and Hummer vehicles and even
Harley-Davison motorcycles.

Robinson said Adronics produces
100,000 antennas aweek and uses 8
millionfeet of coaxial cableper year.

They design and makethe special-
ized equipment for producing anten-
nas, hesaid, and they keep the equip-
ment for making replacement parts
for at least 10 years.

Robinson said the company starts
making antennasfor futurebatchesof
carsyearsin advance.

Adronicsisafamily-owned com-
pany started in 1948 by Robinson’s
grandparents, Elsa and William
“Robbie” Robinson. Today, he and
his cousin, Karen Robinson Murphy
are vice presidentsworking in Hays
and New Jersey.

*pbrakes

«0il, lube, filter

Ne

We have the correct tire for your tire needs

=computer wheel balancing

“It’ salways been afamily-owned
business,” Robinsonsaid. “We'rethe
third generation.”

Their grandparentsnamescontrib-
uted to the name of the business. Ad-
ronics comes from Adrian, their
grandfather’s middle name. Elrob
camefromthecouple shamradiocall
sign, a combination of Elsa and
Robbie.

Adronicsstarted out supplying an-
tennas for General Motors, he said,
and the company that still buys 65
percent of their production.

Adronics now ships parts all over
theworld, though, to Korea, France,
South America, Germany, Mexico
and more, fromthe New Jersey base.
Some parts are shipped directly to
other suppliers, including Delphi.

Robinson said they chose Good-
land because of itslocation.

“Wewerelooking for an areafar-
ther away from Hays,” he said, not-
ing that Goodland hasgood highway
access for trucking parts back and
forthto Hays.

He said they were looking for a
community that could benefit froma
new business, too.

Adronics offers employees full-
time work and full benefits after 90
days, including medical, dental, life
insurance, adrug card, vacation after
ayear, araise in six months and bo-
nusesfor perfect attendance.

The plant will continue to grow,
Robinsonsaid, asthey adduptoseven
linesto the building and 50 employ-
ees by theend of summer.

Thecompany will begettingafew
morelinesinKansas, hesaid, assoon
asthey reduce some jobs at the New
Jersey plant. He said they have been
slowly moving lines here for years
because shippingiseasier.

Robinson said they are planning a
grand opening at the plant this sum-
mer and people are welcometo stop
by anytime.
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We also do

=wheels
ebatteries

emuffler and
exhaust

=computer wheel alignment <shocks and struts =transmission service .1
= coolant flush

=tune-ups

Kansasland Tire

1402 Main, Goodland, Kan. = 785-899-3689

(24 Hour emergency road service and on farm tire service)

Nick Wolff (left), Hays plant assistant with Adronics/Elrob Manufac-
turing Corp., showed Goodland Rotary Club members Linda Koons
and Pete Whalen an antenna. Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

Rotary tours
antenna factory

ROTARY, from Page 3

the building. The long strands of
black wirehung on hooksfromabove
work stations.

Thegroup learned how the ends of
thecableareput on, frombending the
wireshack to solderingthemetal end.

Whenthetour wasfinished, Rotary
members had a chance to ask Wolff
about production.

Hestressed theimportanceof qual-
ity to the Adronics company. Each
cableistested beforeitleavestheline
and tested again before it leaves the
building. He said they do resistance
testsand check measurementstofind
problems.

He said the cables are marked to
allow damaged piecesto betraced to
thelineand employee.

One Rotary member asked if em-
ployees can rotate from one job to
another. Wolff said everyonerotates
threeor four timesaday, movingfrom
oneplaceonthelineto another.

“Before they’'re done,” he said,
“they’ retrained on everything.”

Employeesdo stay on oneproduct,
hesaid, coaxial cableor antennas, but
not both.

Wolff said 29 people are working
in the plant right now and four more
wereto start Monday. The company
plansto add two morelinesin Good-
land and have about 50 empl oyeesby
theend of summer. Hesaidthey have
aplanto eventualy fill thebuilding.

TheplantinHays, hesaid, employs
about 240 people.

“Good tour,” said Rotary member
Wayne Aten, adding that thought he
the plant was interesting, he didn’t
think coming out of retirement wasan
option.
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Locations locally in Goodland and Edson

Our business is expanding

and we have added Larry Keller to our Field Production.
Please come by and meet Larry.

SIGCO Sun Products
a SunOpta Company

17-1 Industrial Loop,
Goodland, Kan. 67735

1-800-742-9259

Processing available
Grower contracts
Purchased by SunOpta
Since 1986
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Round up of business changes, expansions

Hereisa roundup of progress reports from
Sherman County businesses. If abusinessisnot
listed, it may meanit did not submit areporton
time. Reports have been edited for style and
length.

AMERICAN FAMILY INS.

American Family Insurance has moved to
516 E. Hwy. 24.

Theofficeisrun by agent ChandraRuhs, li-
censed assistant BerlindaBaehl er and licensed
lifefhealth representative Dana Schields.

Mikeand ChandraRuhspurchasedthebuild-
ing in December and haveremodeledit for the
business. Thereisofficespaceavailabletorent.

AVALANCHELIQUOR

Avalanche Liquor Mart opened its doors at
2213 Enterprise Road on Jan. 3.

Therehasbeenquiteabit of remodeling done
to the store and other small improvements are
intheplansfor later thissummer.

Avalanchecarriesthelargest wineselectionin
northwest Kansas, aswell ascold beer. It hasspir-
its, liqueur, mixes, champagne and cordials, as
well asnew productsinevery category. Thedrive-
up window addsto the convenience of the store.

Thestoreisopen Monday through Thursday
from 11 am. to 10 p.m. and Friday and Satur-
day from9am.to 11 p.m. 785-890-7350.

GOODLAND MACHINE
AND AUTOMOTIVE

In the spring, Goodland Machine and Auto-
motivel L Cwasableto participateinatest pro-
graminvolvingthe8.1 Chevrolet engineforir-
rigation with modifications to the Electronic
Control Module, valves, seatsand carburetion
designed to bring thisengineto alevel of fuel
efficiency never before seenintheindustry.

Behindthetest programsarecompaniescom-
mitted to bringing new technol ogiesof the21st
Century intotheirrigationenginebusiness. As
the local dealer for these engines, Goodland
Machine and Automotive hastest sitesin op-
eration. Wee have seen results that lead us to
believe this technology has significantly in-
creased fuel efficiency without curtailing the
projected life of theengine.

We provide AAA approved auto repair, tire
salesand oil changeswith AAA inspection, plus
machineshop services, enginerebuil ding, cool -
ing coil sand gearheadsinstock, irrigation parts
andin-field service.

Rent A RideL L C providesdaily and weekly
car rentals. We are at 419 E. 19th, Goodland,
785-899-6628 .

HIGH PLAINSOFFICE

Lastfall weinstalled anew heat systeminour
buildingat 1118 Main, and movedit totheback
room. This allowed us to amost double our
showroom.

We installed new carpet, put up new shelv-
ingandfixtures, added morelightingandrefin-
ished the over-100-year old hardwood floor in
therear areaof the store.

With the improved space, we were able to
double our inventory of office machines and
add morefurniture. Weexpanded our offerings
of office suppliesand accessories.

Weaddedto our model and hobby inventory,
and added adisplay caseinthefront of thestore

full of built models made by the Northwest
Kansas Scale M odeler’ s Society, which meets
monthly at the store.

InJanuary, High Plainsbegan selling janito-
rial and cleaning suppliesfor commercial use.
Thisspring, weadded afull-color digital copier
to the copy/fax center.

Recently, High Plains added the Value Plus
line of office products, which includes every-
day office suppliesat competitive prices.

Darrick Leiker isthe manager, and Kathy
Jackson isthe office manager. Tammy Leiker
handles the accounts payabl e/receivable and
payroll. Store hours are 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday through Friday. 785-890-6900.

HITCHOCK

Hitchcock Inc. openeditsdoorsin Goodland
inMarch 1999. Theirrigation businessisowned
by Royce and Duane Hitchcock from Burling-
ton.

Marc Pottorff isofficemanager, with30years
experience in the irrigation industry; Robbi
Pottorff and Marilyn Bliss are secretaries;
Randy Hendrickshandl esthe partsdepartment
and Bill Kendrick, Dustin Anderson, Zeb Ruda
and Nate Minor arethe serviceandfield crew.

Hitchock, at 723 W. Hwy 24, is open Mon-
day through Friday from7am.to6 p.m.inthe
summer and 7 am. to5 p.m. inthewinter, and
Saturdaysfrom 7 a.m. to noon. Phone number
785-899-5628 or 1-800-798-5628.

Hitchcock sellsValley center pivotsand ser-
vices all brands. We also do underground
trenching and backhoework. Thecompany in-
stalls lawn sprinklers and drip irrigation sys-
temsfor cropsand landscaping.

This year the company expanded the parts
department and added a welding shop with a
6,000-square-foot building addition. Theaddi-
tion has allowed the company to stock awider
variety of steel and parts.

NEW YORK LIFE

Lastfall New Y ork Lifereturnedto Goodland
by hiring Scott Weber asan agent.

New York Lifeisa160-year old company
and one of the oldest, largest and strongest fi-
nancial institutionsintheworld. Thefirmhasa
wide assortment of services, including retire-
ment planning, wealthaccumul ation, education
planning, life insurance, long-term care and
disability insurance.

Weber, alife-long Goodlandresident, ishel p-
ing peoplearoundtheTri-statearea. Alongwith
complimentary consultations, conductswealth
accumulation workshopsonceamonth. These
help people understand different strategiesfor
accumulation.

TheNew Y ork Lifeofficeisat 1002MainNo.
103in Goodland. Thisofficeisattached to the
Colorado General Officein Arvada.

NORTHWEST KANSAS
TECH COLLEGE

Over the past year there have been alot of
movesforwardat Northwest Kansas Technical
College.

Oneof thechangesistheaddition of theHeat-
ing, Ventilation, Air Conditioning and Refrig-
eration program. Thisisa 10-month program
that certifiesanindividual to obtainacareer in

Heating, Ventilation, Air Conditioning, and
Commercia Refrigeration.

Thecollegehasbeen approvedtostart aRes-
piratory Therapy program, and the classeswill
begin as soon asfinancing isfound to support
the program.

Thetechnical collegeisanticipating—inthe
comingyear —theexpansion of theAuto Body
and Diesel Technology programs. Thiswill be
doneby either expandingtheexisting buildings,
or by creatinganew facility. Inthepast year the
technical collegehasputinalibrary and staffed
it, located in the Student Resource Center.

Besides expansion of programs and the ad-
dition of new programs, the college has added
avariety of new faculty and staff, Withthenew
programs and the addition of the new faculty
and staff, the technical collegeis anticipating
growth and progressin theyearsto come.

RASURE LUMBER

In May, Rasure Lumber Do it Center of
Goodland purchased Golden WholesaleHard-
warein Colby.

Withacommitment to northwest K ansas, the
Rasurefamily feel sthe union of thetwo stores
will help both communities.

InGoodland, thestoreisstronginlumber and
building materials, and the store in Colby is
strong in hardware.

Wewill beabletohavebothineachlocation,
said KevinRasure, withaRental Center at both

stores.
RENEWABLE ENERGY

ReNewable Energy Resources opened its
officein April and could beproviding power to
the city of Goodland by November.

Mark Justus, resourcesmanager for thefirm,
has been working withthecity to build asmall
windfarm near Goodlandto help providerelief
fromrising power costs.

Thewindfarmwill provideabout onemega-
watt of power to the city and the price will be
lower thanthe el ectricity the city buysnow.

Thefirm plansto erect five towers on asite
about a half mile south of 1-70 near County
Road 17. Thiswill allow the power to connect
with the city lines west of town. Another five
towerscould be added | ater.

InApril, Raj Kumar Khemka, vicechairman
of NEPC IndiaLimited, visited Goodland and
signed a contract with ReNewable to become
itsexclusive U.S. distributor. NEPC will pro-
vide technical assistance or installation of the
turbines.

Thefirmislooking at selling wind turbines
toindividualsaswell ascitiesand power com-
panies.

ReNewableEnergy Resources, at 1202Main,
isopenfrom9am.to5 p.m.. Monday through
Friday.

See ROUND UP, Page 11

Goodland Machine
& Automotive LLC

Introducing the New
“21st Century ENngine”
8.1 Chevy; 5.7 Chevy

_ oy

ENGIME REBLILDERS ASSOCIATION

Terry Selbe and Pam Mendenhall - owners
419 E. 19th « Goodland, Kan. (785) 899-6628

SN /-

Auto Repair

CERTIFIED
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Electronic Convenience

ATM/DEBIT CARD

Withdraw money from one of our 15 convenient ATMs
located in Kansas and Colorado and there are NO service
charges First National Bank customers!! Carrying your
ATM or Debit Card is like having a key to the bank. You
can get cash, transfer money, and verify your balance
all in one stop. Visit our ATM locations today!

Visit A First NATIONAL BANK
ATM Topay

Goodland Locations:

10th & Broadway,Crazy R’s, Frontier Equity,
Service Qil (Conoco), VoTech & Wal-Mart,

Bennett, Colorado - located in our drive up
Bird City - located in our drive up
Colby - located in our drive up
Oberlin - located in our drive up
Quinter - main bank walk up ATM
Sharon Springs - located inside SS Country Market
St. Francis - located in our drive up
Stratton, Colorado - located inside Ampride
WaKeeney - located inside McDonalds

™ Bird City, Colby, Goodland, Kirk,
S Oberlin, Quinter, Sharon Springs,

R St. Francis

NATIONAL BANK
www.fnb.com

REar Time ENVIRONMENT

First National Bank has upgraded all of our processing to
benefit the customer. Anytime you check your balance at
First National Bank whether it is by calling, checking your
internet account, or visiting an ATM, you are obtaining the

most up-to-date balance you have.

INTERNET BANKING

Transfer funds, pay bills, view account activity, all with the
convenience of your computer.

www, fnb.com

24 Hour
TELEPHONE BANKING

Transfer funds, verify account activity on loans,
checking and savings all with the convenience of your
telephone. Call today to 890-2777

CONVENIENCE FOR YOU!

Full service banking at its best.....
Whether your preference is
24 hour banking by phone,
eInternet banking,
eDebit or ATM card or
eVisiting us in person.
We are here to help make it easier for you!

Eurh dopositor inpured tn £100,000
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Ploneer Park becoming beautiful reallty

it
- -

Miller Construction has been working quickly to lay the outside sidewalk area (above) that surrounds the new
Pioneer Park on Cherry Ave. Nearly all the main sidewalk has been poured including the hike and bike trail which
extends along the east side of Cherry (right) north to 18th Street. The rains of early June delayed some of the
dirt work by Mitch Tiede, but with the warmer days of summer the basic work on the pond area has been com-
Photos by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

pleted. Work on the park is expected to be completed by October.

Looklng for service?

Wardrobe Cleaners

1019 Center
Goodland, Kan. 67735

785-899-6213

8a.m.-1p.m. Mon. - Fri.

in business since 1934

Nk 2, 605 Caldwell
¥l © Goodland, Kan.

Dotoenter
Buy a mower and
e receive atrimmer
free! e

Rasure Lumber and Hardware
490 E. 4th
Colby, Kan.
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'50s-stylediner tofeaturesteaks, eggs

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Steak, eggs, sandwichesand more
will beonthemenu at thenew 1950s-
styleGoodland SteakhouseDiner late
thissummer.

“Excellent food and ' 50s atmo-
sphere,” iswhat owner TomBlair said
peopl e can expect from the new res-
taurant.

Thedinerwill haveanostalgicfed,
he said, but poodle skirts, 45 rpm
records, hulahoopsand bobbiesocks
will be optional.

Blair, a Benkelman, Neb., native
and owner of theWestern KEG sports
bar andrestaurant there, said heplans
to sell his Benkelman restaurant and
moveto Goodland.

“There' sjust moretraffic,” hesaid
of hislocation behind Taco John’s
and Goodland Sinclair just off K-27.

Blair said accessto travelerson |-
70andK-27 should hel p hisbusiness
grow.

Heplanstohaveatall signtoattract
peoplefrom thehighway and said he
may put up abillboard.

Blair said heislooking forward to

i

The Diner-Mite company of Atlanta will send a diner similar to this west this summer to set up the Good-

land Steakhouse Diner.

doing businessin Goodland.

“It’ satownthat’ sontheupswing,”
hesaid.

The diner will serve breakfast,
lunch and dinner.

Blair said they will specializein
steaksfor dinner.

“Y ou’ regoingtobeeating thebest

N\
WANT ADS

takes you where the

food between Kansas City and Den-
ver,” hesaid.

The restaurant will have a casual
bar, he said, serving beer, whiskey,
specialty winesand mixed drinks.

Thediner will haveseatingfor 120,
85inthefront and 40inaback smok-
ing section near the bar.

BarginsAre

Use them regularly to
BUY - SELL - RENT - HIRE

CALL 785-899-2338 to place your ad.

Blair said the restaurant will be a
Happy Days model restaurant made
by Diner-MiteDinersof Atlanta. The
company builds ready-made diners
that come with grills, coolers and
other equipment. The Georgia com-
pany will shipthediner in piecesand
assembleit here.

N

-

You'll find them economical and fast, too.

Blair said he chosethetype of res-
taurant because he likes the 1950s-
styledinersin Denver.

“They just real neat,” hesaid, add-
ing they are easy to keep up.

Thediner, he said, will ook simi-
lar to the Penny’s Diner in Sharon
Springsbut will hold more people.

Blair planstohireabout 25full- and
part-timewaitresses, cooksand other
staff fromthisarea

“I"'mgonnarunit 100 percent,” he
added, saying he wants to livein
Goodland, too.

Blair saidheand hiswifeRosemary
will moveto Goodland after he sells
the restaurant in Benkelman. He is
moving not only for thebusiness, but
he hasfamily intown.

County Treasurer Shelby Milleris
afirst cousin on hisfather’'s side -
Blair's father and Miller’s mother
were brother and sister. He said the
late Jim Blair, adouble cousin of his
father — his cousins were two sisters
who married two brothers, making
the cousins double — started the first
radio and television station in Good-
land, KWGB, whichisnow KLOE.
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By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Plans for awind farm that would supply
Goodlandwith power for thenext 20yearshave
been pushed back to November, officialsof the
firminvolved say.

Mark Justus of ReNewable Energy Re-
sources said last week that the company will
start pouring the cement padsand doi ng under-
ground wiring next month, but the actual wind
turbineswill not arrivein Goodland until Thurs-
day, Sept. 15.

“We' redowntowaiting ontheturbines,” he
said.

Justus said the delay was becausethey were
latesigningacontract withtheturbinesupplier,
NEPC IndiaLimited. Justussaid hesigned the
contract last month, after the deadline to ship
inJune.

He said now the towers will be shipped in
August andarrivein September. That will place
wind farm operation and power generation to
sometimein November, hesaid.

The wind turbines, he said, are made as or-
dered and NEPC does not keep astock.

When city commissioners signed acontract
tobuy thewind power, Justushad sai d thetow-
ers could be producing power by September,
withwork beginningin May.

The wind farm will start out with four tur-
bines, Justussaid, andexpandtoeightlater. The
four will take about eight days each to set up.

“When they get here, we'll be ready to go,”
hesaid.

Thefour turbineswill produceabout 3mega-
wattsof power, equal to 1,300 horsepower, and

Wind generators from NEPC India (left) will
arrive in Goodland in September to be
erected south of I-70. The towers will pro-
vide 3 megawatts of power for the City of
Goodland, and supply about 13 percent of
the city’s power needs. The cost has been
fixed at $41 per megawatt hour for the first
i five years and $45 for the next 15.

SR HNIE

Alex’s Radiator and Auto Repair 2
Auto, Truck & Tractor Radiator Repair « Auto Repair ¢
Tire Service « Oil Change « Small Engine, Lawn Mower,
Chain Saw, and Trimmer Repair « Unlock Vehicles
New Tirese Tire Service * 24 Hour Wrecker
Service * Rollback Available
We build custom exhaust systems

531 W. 17th « Goodland, KS
785-899-7554

After Hours Phone#'s
Alex West 785-821-1128 Cell #

about 8 million kilowatt hoursper year. Justus
said that’s about 13 percent of Goodland’s
56,000t0 60,000 megawatt hoursused per year.

The city agreed to a contract that locks the
price of the energy in at 4.112 cents per kilo-
watt hour for the first five years, or $41 per
megawatt hour, and .45 cents, $45 per mega-
watt hour, for the next 15 years.

Thecontract hasan optionfor thecity tobuy
the wind farm for $1.25 million after it isin
operationfor 10years. Justustold city commis-
sioners there were many details to be worked
out ontheoption, and the commission decided
totablethat until later.

He said he did not have a problem with the
city waitingonthepurchaseoptionandsaidthe
city could exercisethe option at any time.

Although Justus wouldn't reveal the exact
location of thefarm, he said thetowerswill be
set up south of Goodland off of County Road
18.

Since signing the contract, Justus said, they
have had many meetingswith NEPC officials.
InMay, Raj Kumar Khemka, vicechairman of
NEPC, visitedtheofficehereand said heplans

Wind farm plan would supply
city with cheaper cost power

toreturn.

Justus plansto send two employeesto Indie
to train with NEPC on installing the turbines.
Hesaid theworkerswill go 30 daysbeforethe
equipment is shipped and head out to thefield
with Indian workers. Some NEPC engineers
will head herein November, too, hesaid,

Asbusinessexpands, Justussaid, they have
hired moreempl oyees. Thefirm opened an of -
fice herein April. They now have seven em-
ployees, hesaid, four from Goodland and three
whoworked for Justus before.

Hesaid othersin town besidesthe city have
been interested intheturbines.

“We' vebeenreally busy,” hesaid.

ReNewable also is planning some projects
inColorado, hesaid. Farmersareinterestedin
theturbines, he said, becausethey can usethe
power to draw water for irrigation. In the off
season, the same farmers can sell the power
they generate to power companies.

Justus has set up shop at 1202 Main. Barb
Bedore, office manager, is available to help
anyonewho comesinfrom9am. to5p.m. or
you can call 785-890-WIND (9463).

Looking for a Change in Career...
A Recent Graduate Looking for Direction...
Looking for an Education at an Affordable Price...

Check Us Out...

NORTHWEST

Kansas Technical College

Putting Your Hands on the Future
In These Courses:

l

Auto Body Repair
Automotive Technology
Carpentry

1§

1§

1§

1§

Communications Tech.

Communications Network Tech.

~ Computer Graphics Tech. ~ Welding
~ Cosmetology/Manicurist ~ Electronics &
Computer Tech.

l

Diesel Tech.
Electrical Tech.
HVAC/R
Engineering Tech.
Medical Assistant

l

l

l

l

Enroll Now for Fall Courses!
Financial Aid & Scholarships available to those who qualify.

For more information, call today at (785)899-3641 or 800-316-4127.
Or visit us at our website at: www.nwktc.org
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Business round up

ROUND UP, from Page 6

HANKSCAFE

Hank’ sCafe opened in February, 2004, and
the Grain Bin L ounge opened in March of that
year.

Weareafull servicefamily restaurant with
home-style cooking and a quiet cocktail
lounge.

We have 20 to 25 employees. We are open
seven daysaweek from 6 am. to 9 p.m. Hank
Breeden is the owner; Marsha Moony, man-
ager; and Colleen Smith, assi stant manager and
bookkeeper.

MR.JIM'SHISAND HER SHOP

Mr. Jim’ shascompl eted thefirst year under
new ownership, with alot of changesand new
clothing selections.

Thestoresdllsclothingfor men, and now has
incorporated ladiesapparel.

Mr. Jim’ shasaddedtheBrightonline, which
includes men’ s belts and wallets, ladies jew-
elry, watches, sunglasses, wallets, purses, or-
ganizers, beltsand fragrances.

Other additions include the Levi’s jeans
line, which includes Dockers for men and
women, and Jockey for women.

Tribal and French dressing selections are
offered.

Mr. Jim’sisopen Monday through Friday
9a.m.to5p.m. and Saturday 9a.m.to 1 p.m.,
at 1112 Main.

STAGE STOP/SINCLAIR

Stage Stop/Goodland Sinclair owner Mike
McGlone is expanded his business ventures
withanew customrodshopat NinthandMain.

“The Rod Shop” will offer classic auto and
truck restoration, custom paint and body repair,
upholstery, and chromeand glassreplacement.
McGlone said he plansto offer powder coat-
ing. Therewill be apaint booth for controlled
conditions. Heplansto employ four auto body
specialists.

Hewill offer the same customized services
for motorcycles.

McGlone and his crew will build to
customer’ s specificationswith estimates, and
helplocatehard-to-find partsandtires. Heand
his crew will help locate any special vehicle,
including amotorcycle.

McGloneplansto offer hisownlabel spring
water at Stage Stop and Goodland Sinclair.
Bothlocationshave® Wizard of Oz" memora-
bilia, withtheeast |ocation offering seven-day-
week auto andtirerepair. Summer hoursare 6
a.m.to10p.m. Stage Stopisnear theeast Good-
land exit from 1-70 along Business U.S. 24.
Goodland Sinclairisat 2320 Commerce Road,
south of Taco John’s.

SUNFLOWER COMPUTING SERVICE
CYBERLAND

Sunflower Computing Services, ownedand
operated by Rick Breininger, hasbeeninbusi-
nessfor two years.

Astheonly storein northwest Kansas dedi-
cated to computers and related peripherals,
Sunflower can serveall your computer needs,
from service and networking to equipment
sales.

Sunflower Computing providesarecycling
servicefor old computersand parts. They store
isat 17th and Broadway in Goodland.

If youliketo play thelatest computer games,
cyberLANd has 10 high-end computers with
thelatest gamesnetworkedtogether and onthe
Internet to allow the ultimate multi-player ex-
perience. X-Boxes are connected to 27-inch
flat screentel evisionswith comfortablefutons
for seating. Recent additions are stand-alone
video arcade games.

As a premier member of iGames.org,
cyberL ANd participatesin scheduled compe-
titions and tournaments that have prizes do-
nated by manufacturers. CyberL ANd offers
“lock-ins” at least once aquarter, which have
been popular, and birthday parties.

Sunflower Computersand cyberL ANd can
bereached at 785-890-8200.

DR.MARK WAHLMEIER

Dr.Mark Wahlmeier, optometrist, hasjoined
the health care community in Goodland. He
began seeing patientsat the110W. 10th St. lo-
cationin Goodland in March after purchasing
thepracticeof Dr. ThomasWhite, whowasre-
calledtomilitary service. Dr. Kay Driver, are-
tired optometristin Goodland, had practicedin
thislocation for many yearsprior.

Dr. Wahimeier, whoisin practice with Dr.
Jeff Morrison of Colby, providesfull-service
family eyecareto patientsof all ages.

He has a specific interest in low vision and
offershisservicesfor patientswho havevary-
ing degree of vision loss. Other offeringsin-
clude an exclusive two-year warranty on
framesand lensesand a" guaranteed success”
contact lensprogram.

Office hours are 8 a.m.-5 p.m. Monday
through Friday. Appointments can be sched-
uledonMondays, Wednesdaysand every other
Thursday. Theofficeisindowntown Goodland
at 110 W. 10th St. 785-899-3654 or
www.eyeclinic.com.

WARDROBE CLEANERS

Wardrabe Cleaners, 1019 Center, isopen 8
am.to 1 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Following thedeath of John SchiefeninFeb-
ruary, the Schiefenfamily haskept thebusiness
running. Pat Schiefen, withthehel p of Jimmy,
son, and her mother, HenriettaHomm, main-
tainregular hoursandthequality of servicethe
businesshashad for over 75 years.

Plans include expanded hours. The phone
number is899-6213.

“Wecareabout our servicesand our custom-
ers,” Mrs. Schiefensaid.

ZIMMERMAN PLUMBING

Zimmerman Plumbing’ sexperienced staff is
dedicated to assisting with efficient, reliable
customer service.

“We' retherewhenyouneedus,” said Randy
Zimmerman, “not the other way around.

Thefirm has new PermaLiner technology,
which allows a plumber to repair broken or
cracked pipes made of virtually any material,
including cast iron, clay, and plastic, without
extensiveexcavation or property damage. Be-
causetheprocesstakesjust hoursto compl ete,
customersexperienceminimal interruptionin
their daily routines.

Zimmerman isat 1111 Main in Goodland.
Forinformation or afree consultation, contact
Zimmerman at (866) 890-7030

Employees are Ron Johnson, George
Shocky and Ivan Goodman. Part timesecretary
and bookkeeper is Julie Todd.

Painting
dresses up
the book

The Feist phone book
for Northwest Kansas
this year featured the
Van Gogh painting from
Goodland onthe cover.
The painting can now be
seen at night thanks to
a light erected by the
Goodland Rotary Club
as part of their centen-
nial project. With work
progresing on Pioneer
Park to the west the
area around the paint-
ing will be leveled, and
planted to grass.

Does your car need a facelift?

403 E. 19th

Nick Boyson, Jason Finley, Steve Vallgjo

Opened in June 2003. Collectively we have over 13 years
experience with collision repair, paint and glass replacement.
«ASE certified, we work with today’s urethane basecoat, clear
coat and 3 stage paint systems.

=\We use Martin Senour Paints — comes with a lifetime war-
ranty.

<\We work with all insurance agencies. =Free Estimates.
<Paintless dent repair.

«Qur goal is for YOU to make US your choice for all your auto
body related needs.

We look forward to doing business with you.

Advanced Auto Body

403 E. 19th Street
Goodland, Kan. 67735
785-899-5555 « Fax 785-899-7225
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See us for all your upcoming events
*Banquets
*Pool parties
*Receptions
*Dances
*Meetings

Call Ka{thy Cochrane, Sales/Events Mgr.

to plan your next event!

dHoward Johnson

Howard Johnson Hotel, Lincoln Wilson, LLC
would like to take this opportunity to thank the
local community of Goodland for their support as
we celebrate our first year in business!

Your overwhelming support has allowed us to
provide numerous employment opportunities
and services for the area. By funding local
charities, volunteering with area organizations
and supporting community promotion, Howard
Johnson Hotel continues our commitment to
making eur community strong.

The staff of Howard Johnson Hotel appreciates
and thanks you for your support. We look for-
ward to serving you in the coming years.

C.J. Shinette - Restaurant Manager, Wade Heideman - Mainte-

nance Manager, Kathy Cochrane - Sales Manager, Lincoln Wilson

- Owner, Jovita Gutierrez - Assistant Manager, Shelley Lock-
Lounge Manager, Christy Smith - Housekeeping

“Where Service Comes First”

2218 Commerce Road
Goodland, Kan.
Call 890-3644

We're proud of our accomplishments:

2005 Kansas Dept. of Commerce Merit
Winner!

2005 Image Award!

2005 Maintenance/Housekeeping Award
Winner!

2005 Business Promotion Award Winner!
2004 Howard Johnson Gold Medal Quality
Award!

ARESIERS
RESTACRANT



