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from our viewpoint...

Great weekend,
today great news

The Goodland Chamber may want to change the name
of Freedom Fest to Soggy Fest, but it wasagreat weekend
with great performancesand some great moisturethrown
in.

ThoseattendingtheTracy L awrenceconcert cameaway
impressed with his ability, and his dedication When it
started to rain on his parade, he kept on playing.

Sunday wasgreat, with anice patriotic paradefollowed
by alargecrowd at thefairgroundsfor the Chamber’sdin-
ner, the Rotary watermelon feed and the carnival ridesin
full swing.

Mother Nature stepped in about 7 p.m. to change the
scene and closetheridesabit early, but the clouds parted
about 9 p.m. for the fireworks show. The weather did de-
lay the sky show by about an hour asthe pyrotechnic crew
worked to get their linesreconnected.

Even with the delay, the crowds parked around the out-
side of the fairgrounds and those in the fairgrounds were
treated to another wonderful Diaz fireworks show in co-
operation with the Goodland unit of the Kansas National
Guard, who add their fireworksto thetotal show.

Whilewaitingfor thedisplay tobegin, thekidsand adults
weretreatedtofreeglow sticksfromMoonlight Entertain-
ment, and thereweremany imaginativedisplaysand dances
with the glowing wandsto keep thekids entertained .

The police and sheriff’s departments did a great job of
handling traffic and watching for the safety of thosewait-
ing for the big aerial show.

Thewait wasworthit, and asthe grand finale went sky-
ward, therewereshouts, applauseand honking hornsfrom
theaudience.

Following aweekend of celebrating the birth of our na-
tion, wecanagainbeproud of theindomitablespirit of those
who came to Sherman County with the announcement of
thenew power, ethanol and biodiesel plantstobebuilt west
of town.

The combined efforts of many people over the past sev-
eral months put thisprogramtogether, anditisgreat news
that Ron Pickman, former city manager, will head up the
construction and startup efforts.

Forward-thinking peopletook theinitiativetofindaway
togivetheareaan edgeinpower productionandat thesame
time expand the agriculture-related industriesin the area
to the benefit of both city residents and the surrounding
farmers.

Having asourceof power isaplus, andinadditiontothe
plannedwindfarm, will givethecity an opportunity to ex-
pand and provide a competitive advantage when recruit-
ing new businesses.

We can cel ebratethebirth of freedominour country and
celebrate the efforts of community leaderswilling to step
forwardtopledgetheir effortsto keeping that flameof free-
dom glowing brightly — Tom Betz
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Spending a weekend In Estes Park, studying

| recently spent aweekendinEstesPark, Colo.,
ontheedgeof theRocky M ountain National Park.

It rained. | was stuck indoors. | had to study.
Steve had to stay home.

Itwasstill fun.

| was taking my semi-annual pharmacy con-
tinuing education classes.

In order to practice pharmacy in Kansas, you
havetokeepyour registration current, andtokeep
it current you haveto get 30 hoursof continuing
education every two years.

Kansas offers courses in Lawrence, Topeka
and Wichita most years. You can get credits
through the Internet or from courses in maga-
zines. Or, you cangoto EstesPark, Breckenridge,
Denver, Colorado Springs or Beaver Creek and
getthemfromtheCol orado PharmacistsSociety.

Boy, don't you just hate thesetough choices?

Whilel didn't get into the National Park, and
didn’t seeany deer, elk, moose, bighornsheepor

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

mountain goats, | parked next to a prairie dog
town and spotted several marmots and ground
squirrels. | suspecttherewasother wildlifeinthe
barsintown, but | didn’t catchany of that, either.

| enjoyedthemountainair andinstead of walk-
ing from my room to the conference center
through the tunnel-like corridors of the hotel, |
went outsideandwent around thebuilding. | got
alittlewet. | got alittle chilly. But | got alittle
exerciseand got to enjoy somewonderful scen-
ery and the smell of rain and spruce.

The mountain flowers were wonderful. The
lilacsarejust blooming up there.

County missed opportunity

Down the road, we may ask ourselvesif the
country missed agood opportunity whenwelet
the big telephone companies take over Internet
service.

Internetisbigbusinesstoday, with phonecom-
panies offering high-speed access for less than
we used to pay for dial-up connections.

Nearly everyone can get high-speed service
from a cable company or phone provider. Even
farm areas will be served by wireless systems
now being built.

Andtheroleof thephonecompaniesinall that
iscritical. Still, you haveto wonder.

In the beginning, the Internet grew out of
academiaand themilitary. When collegesmade
e-mail avail ableto students, not just researchers,
it realy started to take off.

But the big phone companies didn't have a
clue. A couple of the more nimble ones, includ-
ing MCI and Sprint, provided the cross-country
“backbone’ of the system.

But the local-service “wireling” companies,
especially the “Baby Bells’ created out of the
AT&T breakup, really didn’t catch on.

All they knew wastherewasasudden surgeof
demand for telephone lines as thousands of
“mom-and-pop” Internet services sprang up
acrossthe country.

People were putting Internet “POP” systems
intheir basements. Businessesstuck theminclos-
ets. We had onein afurnace room, another in a
long-disused storeroom.

Thelnternetwashot. Peoplewantede-mail and
bulletin boards and something called the World
WideWeh. Nobody knew what it all meant, but
itlooked likefun.

What sprang up was a crazy-quilt patchwork
of servicesthat served some areas and not oth-
ers. But asthelnternet caught on, servicemoved
into smaller and smaller towns.

Our company had systems in Norcatur,
McDonaldandBird City, aswell asplaceswhere
we had newspapers. If something didn’t work,
the phone would ring at home— sometimesin
the middle of thenight.

InHerndon, theschool district putinalineand
opened its system to the community. Some
places, thecity hadarole, othersthecounty, still
othersacollege.

When we got into the business, though, | re-
member saying that we' d probably be success-
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ful only aslong as the phone companies didn’t
understand what was happening.

And for awhile, everyone made money: pro-
viders, phonecompanies, equipment deal ers, the
lot. For awhile, we were the phone company’s
favorite customers.

Then the phone companies started to figureit
out. And when they did, the big guys started to
musclein onthemarket. Southwestern Bell was
offering high-speedlineswithlnternet servicefor
the same price it offered bulk lines to indepen-
dent providers. Most small businessesknew, in
thelong run, they’ d never be ableto compete.
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I missed aweek of lilacsin Kansasthis spring
whenwewenttovisitour childrenin Georgiaand
South Carolina. | lovelilacs, and | made up for
that loss by stopping frequently, jumping out of
the car and sticking my head into someone’s
bushes. Luckily, | didn’t get arrested or even any
strange looks. | suspect | wasn't the only lilac
lover inthemountains.

| did get onelook at thenational park fromjust
outsidethe boundary.

Itlooked healthy. Therewasamountain stream
coming down over rocks and the trees were all
leafed out. There were no large clumps of deac
spruce, pineor aspen. Thewil dfl owerswerebloom-
ing and the busheswere sparklingwith therain.

Themountai nsarewet and healthy. Hopefully,
therewon'’t beany firesup therethisyear.

| looked along time at the Front Range. It'll
probably bealongtimebeforel get back upthere,
and| hopewhenl do,itwill all look justthesame.

with Internet

Atthat point, thegovernment could have useg
itsantitrust power to separate provision of I nter-
net linesfrom Internet serviceitself. That might
have created amoreinteresting mix of competi-
tion, and allowed someof thesmall guystomake
aliving.

Things were moving too fast, though. And if
anything, government is way slower than big
business.

Theresultisnot all bad for consumers. Today,
wehavehigh-speedaccessat what usedto bedial-
up prices. Itwill only get lessexpensive.

What we' remissing isthat crazy quilt of vari-
ety that made dot.com millionairesin the blink
of an eye and kept Internet connections popping
in basements and closets across the country.
Someoneto answer thephoneinyour owntown.
And thefascinating variety of agrowing, thriv-
ing, livinganimal.

Andthat’stoo bad.
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