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racy Lawrence
Freedom Fest 2005

Country star
entertains
at fairgrounds

By Kathryn Burke

The Goodland Star-News

Flashes of lightning and dark storm clouds filled the back-
ground as Tracy Lawrencetook the stage at aconcert here Sat-
urday.

Thecountry singer belted out tunesincluding hisnew single,
“UsedtothePain.”

“Ithinkitwentreallywell,” said Courtney Warden, Goodland
Area Chamber of Commerce manager, who organized the
event.

Evenafew sprinklesdidn’t stop thebandsfrom playing and
the crowd from clapping and singing along.

Devoted fans started lining up at the fairgrounds at 4 p.m.,
even before some of the event staff showed up.

Thegatesopenedat 5p.m. andvisitorspouredintothegrand-
stands.

Warden estimated the Chamber sold around 2,000ti ckets, in-
cluding 280V Pticketsat $50 and 30 meet-and-greet ticketsat
$100.

Vendorsset upat thefairgroundssold everythingfrom|leather
goodsto funnel cakes.

A booth selling Tracy Lawrence items featured caps, cow-
boy hats, T-shirts, CDs, flashing buttonsand more.

Fans could pick up an autographed copy of the CD or an
autographed photo.

Infront of thegrandstands, aV1Pareawasset upwith chairs
for over 100 fans, including the 30 meet-and-greet positions.

The concert opened with Shad and the Minutemen, alocal
group.

As the band played, meet-and-greet concert-goers went
around the back of the stage to meet L awrence himself.

Hesigned autographs, answered questionsand posedfor pic-
tureswith hisfans.

After the Shad andthe Minutemen played, the Chamber drew
Skyler Goodwin’snamefor aL awrenceautographed guitar and
gave away aT-shirt to Nancy Valentine of Weskan.

Seven-year-old Darian Gibson, granddaughter of Chuck
Lutters and Marian Lutters and niece of the late Derrick
Lutters, sang “Proud to be an American,” a honor to home-
town heroes.

Gibson sang the song in tributeto her uncle, who waskilled
inlrag, at hisfuneral last month.

TheConMan, aradio personality from Denver whoisheard
on KWGB, emceed the event and introduced the band.

Lawrencetook the stage at 8 p.m. opening with afew of his
17 Top 10hits.

Fanssang along to“ Texas Tornado” and “ Alibis.”

Beforehesang“ LessonsLearned,” Lawrenceexplained how
hisfather inspired the song, teaching him right from wrong at
an early age.

Lawrence played “Time Marches On,” dedicating the song
to grandmothersinthe audience.

Hesang“ That’sHow aCowgirl SaysGoodbye,” asong about
cowgirl heartbreakers.

Asthe concert went on, the audience got to their feet, sing-
ing and clapping along tothemusic.

Heplayedanencore, singing*“ Paint MeaBirmingham,” from
the“ Strong” album.

Warden saidtheconcert went off without any hitchesand she
would easily invite Lawrence back again.

“He'savery niceguy,” shesaid, “very easy towork with.”
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