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Colombian student
wants tocometo U.S.

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Sixteen-year-old Juan Velasco
could pass as a normal American
teenager asheloungesin aleather
couchintheliving room of hishost
family, the Swagers.

“My friends said | didn’t seem
likeaforeignexchangestudent,” he
says.

Hisiridescentdark blueshortsare
matchedwithawhiteT-shirtwitha
Spritelogo on the left side. A thin,
colorful anklet wraps around his
dark tan barefeet and legs.

“Hi,” hesays, hardly atraceof an
accent.

Although the U.S. seems a per-
fect fit for him, Velasco said
Americahadn’t even been hisfirst
choice for ayear of high school.
Been there, done that. He spent a
year intheU.S. when hewas9, at-
tending schools in Maryland and
Buffalo, N.Y.

“1 wanted to go to Germany,” he
said, adding that he was ayear too
young for the American Field Ser-
vice, the agency that handles ex-
changes, to send him there.

“I didn’t choose Kansas or
Goodland,” hesaid, “butl’mgladl
got here.”

He said it was an adjustment
coming from Popayéan, Colombia,
acity of about 200,000 people, toa
small one like Goodland. Velasco
said he's learned to like the open
spacesand quiet.

The weather here was another
adjustment for the SouthAmerican.

“Inmy city, the highest it getsis
75 (degrees) andthelowestis60 or
62,” hesaid.

Living in a more moderate cli-
mate, hesaid, hedidn’t pack for the

Drug testing at Goodland High
School may start with thefirst day
of practicethisfall.

Principal Harvey Swager told
school board membersM onday that
as the drug testing committee
looked at different plans, they de-
cidedtodoatest at thebeginning of
theyear.

For the first test, he said, the
school could do on their own in-
houseat $3 per person. Headded the
testsareinstant and could beadmin-
istered by coaches.

A positive on that test, he said,
would only warrant a caution, but
would ensure that same student
would betestedthenext fivetimes.

“Forthepreviousthreemonths,”
hesaid, “they would not have been
under our jurisdiction.”

Board membersasked how many
studentsthey could test.

“We have very few students not
involvedin (activities),” said board
President Jane Philbrick.

Graduation to stay on

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News
Goodland High School students
will don their caps and gowns and
lineupto graduate next springona
Saturday, just likepreviousclasses.
School board members agreed
Monday to a Saturday graduation
next year, despite arequest from a

winter. Helearnedtowalk ontheice
and snow this year, falling four or
fivetimesonthewalk fromthehigh

school to the Max Jones
Fieldhouse.

“It was pretty cool,” he said. “I
had to buy acoat.”

FoodinColombiaisbasically the
same as food here, Velasco said.
McDonad'sand PizzaHut arethe
only fast food restaurants back
home, so he enjoyed the variety in
Goodland.

He said high school here was
easier thanin Colombiabecausethe
teacherscaremorehow studentsdo.

“You have to study,” he said of
school back home, adding that stu-
dentswho don't get it are just left
behind.

Velasco, notthetop studentinhis
classes, said he spent histime here
hanging out with friends and play-
ing sports.

Sportsareroughly thesamehere
as at home for Velasco, but what
they call football is what we call
soccer. Hedidjointhefootball team
at Goodland High and learned alot
about the American sport. He said
hehadn’t evenwatched our football
ontelevision before coming here.

“It was pretty hard at first,” he
said.

Velasco joined the wrestling
team, another sport hewasn’t famil-
iar with before coming here. Al-
though hisseason record was5 and
40, hedid well hisfirsttimeout.

“1 wonthefirst match,” hesaid.

After one more year of school
back home, hesaid, hewantsreturn
totheU.Sand attend Wichita State
University or Washburn University
in Topeka.

Velascosaid hefitinwithhishost

family. Harvey, the high school
principal, Donna, Melissaand Jes-
sicafed likehisownfamily, hesaid.

“| got pretty closetothisfamily,”
he said. “I’m gonnamiss alot of
people.”

Living with the principal of his
school wasn't too hard, he said.

“Hedoesn'ttreat meliketheprin-
cipal (would) at home,” Velasco
said.

He said being away from home
for nearly ayear wasn't as hard as
hethoughtitwouldbe. However his
mom, Maria Maya, and his dad,
Juan Cristoval, are anxiousfor his
return.

“1 think now I’'malittlemorere-
sponsible and independent,” he
added.

Hesaidat firstheworkedtofitin
becausehedidn’t wanttoseemlike
aforeigner. Ashemadefriends, he
said, he asked more questions and
learned more about the American
language and the culture.

“Ithink | learned alot,” he said.
“1 think | got pretty good.”

Thisyear, he traveled, visiting
California, Nebraska and Denver.
HevisitedKansasCity, Kansas, and
went to nearby towns for sports
events.

While he knew he would get
closetohishost family here, hesaid
he didn’t think he would make as
many good friends at school.

“1’vegottenreally closewithalot
of people,” he said. “It's gonna be
pretty hard to say goodbye.”

Velasco said he plans to come
back for afew weeks over Christ-
mas next year.

Heplanstokeepintouchwithhis
friends through e-mail and tele-
phone conversations.

Goodland High School students
found positive on drug tests will face
the following punishments:

Firsttime

+ Suspended from the activity for
two weeks

+ Miss at least two contests or ac-
tivities.

* Submit to five follow-up drug
tests.

+Participateinachemical assess-
ment program, with the cost the re-
sponsibility of the student or parent.

Second time

Penalities for positives

+ Barred from all extracurricular
activities for the year.

* Reinstated positive results from
program recommended by certified
substance abuse professional.
Treatment costs are the responsibil-
ity of the student or parent.

Third time

+ Barred from all extracurricular
activities for the year.

Fourth time

+ Barred from all activities for re-
mainder of high school career.
Graduation will be the only excep-
tion.

“We'd be testing a lot of kids,”
Swager agreed.

Aftertheinitial trials, hesaid, the
committee’splanistotest half of the
eligible studentsin ayear. Swager
said that would be 5 percent of the

class sponsor to changeto Sunday.

Mary Porterfield, senior class
sponsor, had askedtheboardinMay
to changetheday.

She said Saturday graduation
conflicts with state sports events.
Students sometimes have to chose
between going to the state compe-
tition or graduation, she said.

Designed with distinction!
Jacuzzi tub and sunroom §
scaped yard. The livigg
plus a very efficient firep

302 Poplay DNy $295,000

hdded feature of the beautifully land-
is infused with warmth and comfort
e. Open floor plan allows for great traffic
flow. Kitchen is highlighted by island with Jenn-Air stove top and
breakfast area. Extra bedrooms, or an exercise room could be added
in basement. Lots and lots of stroage. Call Tom at HomeLand Real
Estate of Goodland at 1-866-899-3060 or 785-899-3060.

edroom, 3 1/2 bath home with

GOODLAND
Tom Harrison, Owner
Broker/Auctioneer
785-443-0136
114 West 12th » Goodland, KS
785-899-3060
Fax: 785-899-3100
Rose Koggie Assoc. Broker
785-899-7464
Mary Huckins Sales Associate
785-890-2718

Homeland listings!
WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL
DO...CALL!!

Make an appointment to see any of our fine

Check out our new web page at
www.goodlandnet.
com/homeland

HEHL/ESTHTG
of Goodland LLC

pool, or 10 kids, per month.

He said a vendor used by the
Brewster schools quoted a price of
$9,180 per year if school officials
administered the test. If the com-
pany provided acollector, the cost

Saturday

Board members made the deci-
sionto stay with Saturday based on
asurvey by DebbieMartin, asenior
parent, mailed to parents.

“Most want to leaveit theway it
is,” said Superintendent Marvin
Selby, saying 70 percent werein
favor of keeping graduati on on Sat-
urday.
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Exchange student Juan Velasco worked on his tennis moves at a practice this spring. Velasco, from
Colombia, played on the Goodland High football, wrestling and tennis teams.
Photo by Greg Stover/The Goodland Star-News

Drug testing may start with first day of school

would riseto $13,320 per year.

Swager said they figured the to-
tals on an estimate of testing 200
studentsout of about 293inthehigh
school.

To save money, he said, the
school could go downto testing 25
percent of the pool, or five per
month. That would cost $4,590 per
year if the school administered the
tests. If the company provided a
collector, it would cost $6,660.

The school-administered tests
would cost $48 each throughaven-
dor and those administered by the
company would be $68.

Swager said the company’s test
includeamoresophisticated analy-
sisof thedrugsthanthe$3tests. The
less-expensivetest only indicatesa
positive, whilethemore expensive
onecandeterminealevel of drugs.
He said the $3 test can’t detect as
many drugsandwon’tlook for ciga
rettesor alcohol.

Board membersagreed that hav-

corrections

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338to re-
port errors. We believe that news
should befair andfactual. Wewant
tokeep an accuraterecord and ap-
preciateyou callingtoour attention
any failure to live up to this stan-
dard.
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Wake up Kansas!

Protecting Kansas children from easy access to
cigarettes and other tobacco products benefits their
health and their future. We are engaging tobacco
retailers as partners in an effort know as,

“Vt's Everybody s Business.

NWKS Regional Prevention Center

505 N. Franklin, Suite E -

Colby, KS 67701

(785) 460-8177

ing the company come out and ad-
minister the tests would be best.
Students, parents, teachers and
coacheswould know thetestswere
administered fairly.

Board member Marty Melia
askedif thecompany selectsthestu-
dentsto betested.

Swager saidthey cometo school,
randomly pick a name and admin-
ister thetest.

Board member Dick Short wor-
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ried that the administration could
not make sure every student was
subject to testing.

“Will therebesomekidswemiss
completely?’ heasked.

Swager said whilenot every stu-
dent isinvolved in activities, if he
or ateacher suspects a student of
doing drugs, they can test that stu-
dent.

“It's a policy that we already
have,” hesaid.

Sunflower Contest

RULES

« Write down as many words (at least 3 |etters) that you

can think of using the word “ Sunshine”

+ Do not use proper names
« Bring your completed list to The Goodland Star- News
office at 1205 Main or at our booth at the Fair

by 12:00 p.m. by Monday, August 8th

Winnerswill be announced in the Friday, August 12th edition
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Winner of the Sunflower Contest will
receive a FREE 1 year subscription to:
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