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from our viewpoint...

Burning our flag
cannot hurt country

Aswe celebrate our freedom after this Fourth of July,

ning flag burning.
can Flag.

sandswho havedied in defense of our Liberty.
But burning our flag cannot hurt thiscountry.

us.

the strength of our ideas.
Sometimes, Americans burn the flag because they, mis-
takenly, believeour government or our systemistheenemy.

act asweplease.

of that.
WEe' renot infavor of flag burning, mindyou.

nation stomping on Old Glory, or protestersin Sesttle.

theideasbehindit are.

Noflag burner can desecratethe memory of our Revo-
lution or underminethefreedoms protected by our Con-
stitution.

Only we candothat.

might hasten the day when those liberties slip away.

thoughts, everyone'sideas, everyone'sreligion.

who would desecrate the American Flag to make a po-
litical point.

So what should we do about flag burners?

Ignorethem.

L et them be.

Noonebuysthelinethey areselling.

Theact itself isapolitical turnoff.

Thosewho sink solow havenofollowing, noleverage,
NO SUCCESS.

them.
Wedon't need to worry about them at all.

lot stronger than that.

For that, we should be thankful.

Thiscountry hasmoreimportant problemstodeal with.
Let’sturntothem. — Steve Haynes

one of thethingswe ought to bethankful for isthat Con-
gresshasn’t yet passed aconstitutional amendment ban-

Sure, it’s disgusting to see anyone burning an Ameri-

Weloveour flag. Wefly it proudly. It honorsthe thou-

Our enemies burn our flag because they cannot defeat

Our detractorsburnour flag becausethey cannot match

But part of our treasured freedom, enshrinedintheFirst
Amendment tothe Constitution, istheability tothink and

Andasapolitical act, burninganAmerican Flagispart

It’sdisgustingto see, whether it’sacrowdinsomeAsian

But the act of burning the flag just shows how strong

And by focusing on anon-issue like flag burning, we

TheFirstAmendment protectsnot just majority speech,
not just popul ar speech, but everyone' sspeech, everyone's

That, unfortunate as it might seem, includes someone

Wedon't need aconstitutional amendment todeal with

Our Constitution, our Bill of Rights, our Liberty area
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NoW SONeBODY
CAN MAKE CHARGES
oN MY CReDIT CARD...
THAT I DON'T YNOW
ANYTHING apouT! [/
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| MARR/EL GUYS
Are USED To

MOST

Beautiful funnel chanes reporter’s mind

My opinions on storm chasing changed
when | saw oneof themost uniqueand beauti-
ful formsof nature, atornado, last month.

A couple of months ago, | wrote a column
saying storm chasing wasbasically awaste of
time.

| takeit all back.

Sure, normally tornadoesarescary, destruc-
tive, bigandunknown. But sittinginthemiddle
of nowhere, Kansas—actu-

kathryn
burke

®commentary

Camerain hand, | photographed the storm
from every angle. Starting with the smallest
wall cloud, the pictures

alyitwasamilenorthwest
of Trego Center—nexttoan
empty field, thestormtook
onanew meaningto me.
It becameapart of meas
| watched it grow and be-
comeaviolent tornado.
Thestorm teased us, me
and my storm chasing me-
teorologist  husband
Patrick, for minutes that
seemed like hours.
Wewatched asthe mass
of dark bluecloudssucked
up smaller scud clouds, to
formawall cloud.
Thegray, blueandwhite
jagged-edged clouds
swirled inthe sky abovewhilewewaited.
“It’s gonnatornado! “ flowed out of my
mouthin an excited and unusually high pitch.
“Ohmy God!”
Patrick, the more seasoned storm watcher,
calmed me, saying wejust havetowait.
Pelted with half-dollar sized hail, facing
strongwinds, impressed by long, stringy bolts
of lightning and repelling buckets of rain, we
waited.

evolve into the roaring
tornadothat caused exten-
sive damage to three
farms.

The frequent bolts of
lightningmademeroll the
car window back up. The
glassflew down again as
| got awhiff of bravery or
ajolt of excitement.

We watched and wait
until thenorth edgeof the
storm got long and lean,
forming a small funnel
.| that seemedtodropout of

thesky.
“It's a tornado!” |
shouted.

“Notyet,” Patrick answered, adding hehad
seen storms get thisclose and still not forma
tornado.

When the storm finally touched down and
gaveuswhat wewerewaitingfor, | just stared
in awe. It dipped down, forming along, lean
funnel. Thenthefunnel let up and crossed the
road.

“Letsget closer,” | said, trading placestol et
my husband takethewhesd!.

We drove another half mile, where we saw
thetornado take shapeinan openfield about g
mileaway.

Thefunnel spunupwithacurvy “rope” form
that secondslater the changed and wassmooth
and perfectly perpendicular to theground.

Thebright, whitefunnel stood out against the
dark, stormy background and yellow field of
wheat.

Along the base, it kicked up dirt and pieces
of thefield, demonstatingitsdestructiveforce.

We watched for afew minutes before the
tornado faded away asit waswrappedinrain.

“Follow it!” | ordered, now addicted to the
rotating cloud.

Wetrailed the storm through most of Trego
County into Ellis County, then into Hays,
catching glimpsesof thewhitefunnel andthen
losingitagainintherain.

Alltheway, welistenedtoupdatesonthecar
radio and Patrick’s amateur radio. Patrick
called the National Weather Service officein
Dodge City toreport our sightings.

Wefinalylostthestormanddroveinto Hays
togasupbeforeheadinghome. Ontheway out,
we spotted three semi-trucksswept to theside
of theroad— victimsof thestorm, wefigured.

Thewholeway home, wetal ked about what
wesaw. Patrick ranked thestorminthetop 10
best he' d ever seen. (That’spretty good, ashe
has chalked up over 50 tornado sightings.)

It was one of the coolest things |’ ve ever
witnessed.

That scoffing reporter who wrote acolumn
denouncing storm chasing hot so many weeks
ago?

What can | say?1’ m hooked.

Yard Is green, but there is no real plan

If | ever writeabook about theyard, | think I’ [l
call it“TheAccidental Gardener.”

I know, | know. John LeCarréhad onethat was
similar. | can'thelpitif I'mafan.

Andit’snotthat | think our yardit good enough
towriteabook about. It'sgreen, andit hasflow-
ers, butl’ dbethefirsttoadmit there’ snored plan.

It getswhat attention we have, when we have
thetime, and thereisnever enough. But | suspect
that makes us pretty typical.

We have planned flower beds and replanted
lots of them. Some, liketheiris, worked out as
wethought. Others, likethesunflowers, well, the
sunflowersareastory.

The sunflowers got started one summer day
when | wastalking with John Faber out by Brew-
ster. He was planting his, and | asked for some
seed.

Now, when John plantssunflowers, he'stalk-
ing sections. | haveto settlefor squarefeet by the
garage.

A coupleof dayslater, anenvel opestuffedwith
dark black oilseedsarrived. | plantedthemby the
back fence, andthey’ vebeenoutthereever since.

| told Johnthey werestill going after four years,
and helooked surprised.

“They probably havelosttheir hybrid,” hesaid.

Couldbe, John, butyou can'ttell fromtheflow-
ers.

Lastyear, | admit, | movedthemfromthefence
tothesideof thenew garage. Thestar of theshow,

steve
haynes

® along the sappa

though, wasavolunteer that cameupintheback
and grew above the roof of the new building. |
saved seedsfrom this 15-footer.

Inthegarden, two sunflowersappeared at op-
positecorners. Onegrew to 10feetwithasingle,
huge flower which produced eating-type seeds.
The other, almost as tall, was a multi-headed
hydrawith small flowers.

This year, the oilseeds came up again by the
garagewithnopromptingfromus. Theonly vol-
unteersinthegardenwereinthemiddle, though,
and | think Cynthiaweeded them.

While | admit to inviting the sunflowers, the
wheat just came.

It sprouted up one year next to someirisand
it'sbeenwithusever since. | cangoout and check
it, winter or spring, and seeabout wherethearea
cropis.

| can’ttell youwhat variety itis. It’soneof the
older, pale ones, with short stalks, fair tillering
and abountiful head.

And hardy. It just keeps coming back.

Then there’sthe hollyhock on the north side.
Itjust appeared next toanirisbed about thetime

theonesby theold garagegot plowed under. This
oneisabeautiful burgundy, though, and | suspect
birdshad a“hand” in helpingit movein.

| just mow aroundit.

The bachelor buttons came with some “ wild-
flower” seed, and boy are they. They’ ve sprung
upinhalf adozen places, and we' veleft themin
some. Thenewestisadeepred, areal contrast to
the pastels.

Theflax | planted out front, a gift from Jim
Reeves. It'sspread to other beds, andit’ swelcome
most anywhere. Itspaleblueflowersarewonder-
ful.

Nexttothehouseisacedar treethat just sort of
grew. | moveditfromthecorner of theoldgarage.

In the front is atiny aspen tree, apparently &
cloneof theonel brought fromVail. It'satrans-
plant candidate.

| still don’tknow if my prairiegrassisgoingto
makeit. | planted that last spring, and by fall,
dozenor sotiny plantswereall that | could seein
thebed. Itwashardtotell if any madeit through
thewinter.

Thegarlic, that must havesurvivedfromMary's
herb garden. We planted iristhere, but the garlic
just kept growing. Thisyear it hasitsown corner,
and we haveno fear of vampireson thisblock.

There' smore, but you get theidea. Sometimes
theuninvited guestsdo better thanwhat weplant,
but if they bloom, why there’salwaysroomfor
few immigrants.

garfield

EATING, SLEEPING,
SLEEPING, EATING...
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I WISH [
COULD BE
A CAT!

ajealpufsg ssaid |esianiun Aq painquisiq
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OH, VERY WELL.

LEAVE A RESUME,
AND T'LL GET
BACK TO «@OU
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