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Fruit of potatoes should be removed, disposed of

Potatoescangrow“tomatoes,” and
tomatoes, squash, peppersandwater-
melonscan have blossom-endrot.

Under favorable weather condi-
tions, potatoesproducefruit. These
structuresareborneonthetop of the
plant and look much like small to-
matoes. (Tomatoesand potatoesare
closely related.)

Potato fruitsare not edible. They
contain atoxic substance, solanine,
that can causeillnessif eaten. Also,
potatofruitsshould not be saved for
seed becauseprogeny doesnot come
true. Rather, remove and dispose of
fruit so children do not eat them.

If you have tomatoes with a

sunken, brown|leathery patchonthe
bottom of the fruit, you probably
haveblossom-endrot. Thoughmost
commonontomatoes, blossom-end
rot can also affect squash, peppers
and watermelons.

Not a disease, this condition is
caused by alack of calciuminthede-
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veloping
fruit. It isof-
ten assumed
that  this
meansthereis
acorrespond-
ing lack of
caciuminthe
soil.

Such is not necessarily the case,
especially in Kansas. Most Kansas
soils are derived from limestone,
composed mostly of calcium. So
what causes blossom-end rot? Ac-
tualy, there are a number of pos-
sible causes, especially on toma-
toes. Let’slook at some of them:

Cemetery more than stones

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Familiar family names stare up
fromgravemarkersat theGoodland
Cemetery.

Some are marked with plain
black granitewhileothershaveim-
posing monuments and still others
simplewooden crossespunctuated
with flowers.

Someof that personalizationmay
be a thing of the past, though, as
upkeep around some of the more
unusual memorialshasproven dif-
ficult for workers.

At a City Commission meeting
last month, Randy Topliff, amem-
ber of thecemetery board, told com-
missioners there were problems
with “unauthorized items” at the
cemetery. Hesaid benches, statues,
plants, toysand other itemsare be-
ing placed around graves, making
the plots hard to mow.

He said while board members
understandthat everyonegrievesin
aunigueway, they needtore-estab-
lish rulesfor what can be put out at
the cemetery.

“We don’'t want to interrupt the
bereavement process,” hesaid, “ but
where do you draw theline?’

Dennis Bentzinger saystheline
isdifferent for everyone.

For 12 years, Bentzinger saidin
anintervew later, hehasheengoing
out the cemetery to mourn theloss
of his17-year-old daughter, KaralL.
Bentzinger, who died in acar acci-
dent in 1992 along with another

Goodland teen.

“The people passing the laws
needtounderstandthat we' venever
had afuneral for adead person,” he
said. “It’sfor thelive ones.”

He said he put ametal bench un-
der acottonwood tree at the grave
site for long visits and elderly
guests. Bentzinger said he usesthe
benchto play onthecomputer while
visiting his daughter. He said it’s
niceto haveaplacetosit.

Topliff said benchesareonecom-
plaint for the cemetery caretakers
because they are hard to mow
around, especially on ariding
mower.

Justin Bentzinger, Kara's older
brother, said he understands the
maintenance concerns, but he
would be willing to cut weeds
around theitems.

He said people should be ableto
personalizegravesites.

“1 dothink it’simportant to cus-
tomize or decorate areas,” he said,
addingthat thefamily buystheplot,
so theland belongsto them.

Topliff said the more items that
are out at the cemetery, the moreit
coststo maintain.

“It'satough one, becauseit'san
emotional issue,” hesaid.

DennisBentzinger saidtherewas
atime when adding things to his
daughter’sgravemeant lifeor death
tohim.

“There was a day when | would
have damn near killed for it,” he
said, adding that the items are il

20 students recelve
Henry scholarships

Nearly 20 areastudentsreceived
schol arships from the Pete Henry
Foundation, including $500 schol-
arshipsthat arerenewablefor either
four or eight semesters and $750
and $500 non-renewable scholar-
ships.

Emily Burkett of Goodland re-
ceived a $500 scholarship renew-
ablefor four semesters, and Eliza-
beth Blaesi of Weskan received a
$500 scholarship renewable for
eight semesters.

Receiving $500 non-renewable
scholarships:

Brewster: Andrie Baird, Paul
Flanders, Anne Pinkelman, Amber
Searleand AndreaHorney.

Wallace County High School:
Joshua Popp, Stephanie Charles,
LauraBussen, Sarah Hill and Jesse
Baker.

Weskan: Austin Rice.

Receiving $750 scholarships:

Wallace County: Brodie Will-
iams, DanielleVanLagysand Reid
Rains.

Cheylin: RebeccaMason.

Weskan: Nolan Cox.

The scholarship foundation was
created by PeteHenry, whofarmed
for many yearsintheBrewster area.
Wanting to help local students to
further their education, Henry es-
tablished the foundation to award
academic and technical scholar-
ships.

Self-starting, determined stu-
dentswith leadership and work ex-
perience from Sherman, Wallace,
Thomas, Cheyenne, Decatur, Gove,
L ogan, Rawlinsand Sheridan coun-
tiesare encouraged to apply.

Throw

a cream pie

atan employee
of BANKWEST OF KANSAS

Friday, July 15,2005

between:ll a.m: -2 pm.

All proceeds will support
Relay for Life,
August 19, 2005

Throw a pie at any bank employee
for $1 or upon special request
choose the employee for $3 a pie.

important to him and hisfamily.

“When we' re gone, the bench
will begone,” hesaid.

The Bentzingers aren’t the only
oneswho have customized.

A drivethroughthe cemetery re-
vealsrow after row of similar mark-
ersuntil you come on one of those
that isdecorated with small statues
and garden ornaments.

“They’ vebeen very understand-
ing,” DennisBentzinger said of the
peoplein charge of the cemetery.

Topliff told city commissioners
that therehaveawaysbeenrulesat
the cemetery, but as management
has changed, the enforcement
dropped off.

He said the board wants to em-
power the caretaker, Kevin
Zimmerman, toenforcetheexisting
rules.

He said when someone buys a
plot, they get acopy of therulesand
regulations, so peopleshould know
what isallowed.

Topliff said while they try to be
lenient, the amount of stuff placed
inthe cemetery keepsgrowing.

“We'renot tryingtopick onany-
one,” hesaid.

“My concern is that they use
common sense,” Bentzinger said,
“that they let us use what the cem-
etery istherefor.”

Hesaidif therulesget too strict,
peoplewon’t follow them.

“They’ll make us break the
rules,” hesaid, “and wewill.”

» Tomato tops often outgrow the
root system during cooler spring
weather. Aslong asit is cool, the
root system can keep up. When it
turns hot and dry, the plant has a
problem, and water, with the cal-
cium it carries, goesto the leaves
andthefruitisbypassed. The plant
respondswith new root growth, and
the condition correctsitself after a
coupleof weeks.

* Heavy fertilization, especially
withammoniumformsof nitrogen,
can encourage this condition.
Heavy fertilization encourages
moretop than root growth, and the
ammonium form of nitrogen com-

peteswith calcium for uptake.

* Anything that disturbs roots,
such as hoeing too deep, can en-
courageblossom-endrot. Mulching
hel ps because it keeps the soil sur-
face cooler and therefore a better
environment for root growth.

* Inconsistent watering can be a
factor. Try tokeep thesoil moist but
not waterlogged. Mulchingcanalso
helpby moderating moisturelevels
over time. So what can we do to
help? Do agood job of watering,
mulch, avoid damaging roots and
watch our fertilization.

However, there are some years
that youcandoeverythingright and

still havethecondition show up due
to the weather. In such cases, re-
member that blossom-end rot is &
temporary condition, and theplants
should comeout of itinacoupl e of
weeks. You may want to pick off
affectedfruittoencouragenew fruit
formation.

On soilsthat have adequate lev-
els of calcium, adding additional
amounts of this nutrient (such as
with gypsum) will not help. We
have also found that spraying the
plants with calcium doesn’t work
either. Thefruit won’t absorbit be-
cause the waxy surface doesn’t al-
low absorption.

For 12 years, Dennis Bentzinger has been going to the Goodland Cemetery to mourn the loss of his
17-year-old daughter, Kara L. Bentzinger, and he has added things to the gravesite. The cemetery
board is saying there are problems with “unauthorized items” at the cemetery, but Bentzinger says
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theirimportant to the families.

Where
& When: 1

723 West Hwy. 24
Goodland. Ks.

Stop in for breakfast or lunch
before you head off to work.
serving pancakes, eggs, and
pork from 6:00 a.m.to 2:00 p.m

Thursday, July 14th, 2005

Chiel Induastries
Valmoni Indusiries

Senninger Irrigation
Nelson Lrrigation
Micrometer

Company
Representatives

Lampton Welding Supply
Meptune Chemigation and Fertilizer units

Diversified Financial Services
Diversified Agri-Insurance

WVisit with company representatives at

their boothes

Receive Summer 2005 Parts incentives on
Valley three wheel drive and Spider drive
products to reduce wheel rut problems.

See demonstrations of Valirac pivot
monitoring systems and other technology

products.

Pre-order conversion parts for the Fall
Maintenance Program to receive an additional
5% discount with no payments

until September 2005.

Door Prizes
10% Parts Discount

Everyone welcome.




