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from our viewpoint...

School budget mess
will linger for years

TheKansasL egidaturediditsduty and hasgonehome.

Themessit left behind will bewith usfor years.

ConservativesintheHouseblinked, and cameupwith
very little.

Schools suing for more money got the state Supreme
Courttoenshrinea” duty” tofund education at whatever
level some consultant saysis*®suitable” inthe Constitu-
tion.

AndtheL egidaturenolonger hascontrol of statespend-
ing.

Theresults?

Quite possibly, atax increaseto pay for the $146 mil-
lionthecourtinsistedthestateadd to school spendingthis
year, plusmillionsmore over thenext fiveyears.

Budget cutsfor social services, higher education, high-
way's, economic devel opment and other state programs,
asschoolstakealarger and larger share of the pie.

A continual fight over how to pay for ever-increasing
demandson the state treasury.

It’shard to say what will put astop to the budget spiral
that could ensue.

Conservatives, when they folded their tents, vowed to
continuethefight to limit the court’s power over spend-
ingnextyear. Thereality is, therewon’t beany morevotes
for aconstitutional amendment to curb thecourtin Janu-
ary than therewerethismonth.

It lost by 11 votesthistime after breezing through the
Senate.

That meansthe Housewas nearly adozen votes shy of
the two-thirds required to pass the measure. That's not
going to change.

Demand for school spending won’t go away, though
thereislittledemonstrated needfor theextrabillionor so
the court could wind up ordering.

It’strue, one consultant report found that kind of need.
The Legidature looked at it, and decided the taxpayers
couldn’t affordit.

Some school officials were adamant that they needed
more. Havinglost inthe Legidlature, they sued the state,
using $2 millionin state money to pay thelegal fees.

Another study under way might comein higher, might
comeinlower. The state still wouldn’t have the money.

Andthetaxpayersstill couldn’t affordit.

That’sthemissing link. What the taxpayerswant.

What people can afford.

And right now, the tax-and-spend crowd, led by the
Supreme Court, isinthedriver’s seat.

Kansas taxpayers can expect to have their pockets
picked over the next coupleof years.

They shouldremember whoisincharge. Andwhopaid
thebill for al this.—Steve Haynes
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‘Force’ doesn’t wan

Sometimes you get the feeling that thereis
something, some force out there that is making
sure something happensor doesn’t happen.

Whateveritis, itismaking surethat Steveand
| don't get to seethelatest “ Star Wars” film.

Webothsaw all threeof theoriginal filmsabout
ahundred yearsago, but for somereason we' ve
had troublewith thelatest trio.

We missed the first one, but everyone said it
wasn’tabigloss. Still I'dliketo seeit sometime.

Whenthesecond film cameout, weall went to
the Sherman Theater next door to The Goodland
Sar-Newsofficefor aspecial matinee. Itwasgreat
fun, with popcornand Milk Dudsand everything.

Now thelatest, last filmisout, and our kidssay
best of therecent Star Warstrio. All the20-some-
thingsand middle-aged geekslinedupfor thefirst
midnight showingsat thecity theaters.

| don’'t evenliketoline up for the bathroom at
Rockies baseball games, so when Star Wars |
was advertised for the Sunflower Cinemain
Oberlin, | wasoverjoyed. | wasgoingtobehome
both nights.

StevesaidweshouldgoonFriday sincewehad
alot of yard work to do on Saturday and might
not be doneintimefor that showing.

The rare doub

Raging Moderate, by Will Durst

There are alot of things President Bush |

would rather do than give a speech to the na-
tion.

bike. | eventhink clearing brushwearing noth-
ing but boots at high nooninthemiddle of an
August rattlesnakemigrationwouldwinhands
down over the speech thing.

But thisweek, Americawastreatedtoarare
doubledoseof thepresident talking out of both
sidesof hismouth. Happy and sad, that is.

The early part of the week, we were pre-
sented with hissad, seriousside. Theonewith-
out the Texas accent. Where “ having learned
the lessons of 9/11, our mission is clear, we
must stay the course, and advancefreedomin
what hasbecomeaterrorist’sparadise.” Asitu-
ation for which neither we nor the people of
Iraq have ever properly thanked him, and be-
ing thesimple humbleman heis, for which he
takeslittle if any of the credit, when truth be
told, itisasingle-handed accomplishment that
he need not sharewith anyone.

Bravo, Mr. President! Bravo!

Inlessthan 25 minutes, Dubyah managedto
dipinfivereferencesto 9/11, at atimewhen
over half of the country believeshemisled us
into Irag.

Does the term “ stop beating that horse, he
ain't breathing, and is starting to smell funny
already” have any meaning here? Recogniz-
ing the fact that recruitment isso low that the
slogan“AnArmy of One” isdestined to soon
becomeareality, healsothrewin: “ Thereisno
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Play golf with his dad. Fall off amountain |~
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® Open season

Sounded good to me until | got acall at 5:30
p.m. from him saying his truck wouldn't start.
Since he was in Goodland, an hour and a half
away, | saw the Friday show slipping away.

But therewasstill Saturday. Surely, thefence
repairswewere planning wouldn’t takeall day.

The fence had blown over two weeks earlier
in aheavy wind and was propped up by abrace
intheneighbor’syard. Shewasniceaboutit, but
really hoping to get to mow her yard on Sunday.

So Saturday, we sawed off thetop of thefence,
dug out arotted post and thetwo feet of concrete
itwasburiedin, and reset thepost in new cement.
By the time we were done, wefigured the movie
washalf over andweweremorethanhalf donefor.

Later wefound out that the film hadn’t come
inandwould beshowingthenextweekend, while
wewere onvacationin Colorado.

So, | told Steve, wewould catch themoviein
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higher calling than service in our armed
forces.” Which apparently is apleafor the
privileged sons of politiciansto join theAla-
bamaNational Guard.

That wasthetough one. Heonly gaveit be-
causehispoll numbersareskewinglower than
snake belly futures. And he gaveit in front of
750 soldierswho could only work up enough
enthusiasm to interrupt the speech with ap-
plauseonce, andthat wasfor thejokeapplause
that always comeswhen apolitician says*“in
conclusion.”

If you think we're frustrated with a policy
in search of amission, imagine having to de-
fend it against desperate zeal ots who think
you' rethe devil.

But then, on Friday, it wasanother story al-
together. We got to see the very same George
W. Bushsqueal withgirlishdelight ashebroke
into daytimetelevision soap operasto deliver

where to write

t us to se Star Wars 11

Colorado. Thereisasix-plex inAlamosaand a
drive-inandthree-plexinMonteVista, botheasy
driving from our house.
AswedrovethroughAlamosaonThursday, we
noted that Star Warswas playing and it wasalso
onatthedrive-ininMonteVista.
Wefiguredthedrive-inwastheway togo. Star
Wars under the stars sounded great. Wefigured
Saturday for MexicanfoodandamovieinMonte.
When we arrived, we noted that the drive-in
had changed movies. Thechoiceswerenow“ The
Longest Yard” and “Mr. and Mrs. Smith.” The
three-plex downtown didn’t have Star Warsand
aquick call totheAlamosatheater confirmedthat
themoviewasn’t thereanymoreeither.
Theforcejust wasn’t with us.
Weended upat thedrive-inwatching“Mr. and
Mrs. Smith.” It wasfun, but not Star Wars.
Maybeour childrenwill giveusathree-CD set
for Christmas so we can watch both thefirst and
last of the series. Of course, watching an epic
dramaonascreenthat’ smeasuredininchesisn’t
quitethesameasonethat’smeasuredinfeet, and
several notchesunder onethat’sunder the stars.
| guess!’ |l keeprememberingAnakinasanice,
if dightly weird, guy for awhilelonger.

footed Bushie

the news that Swing Vote Sandy was retiring
from the Supreme Court and now he finaly,
finally, getsto make an appointment. His ac-
cent was so thick | half expected the worc
“hornswoggle” to slip out at any minute.

Andohyeah, thenationthankswhatshername
for her longtimeval uable serviceand blah blah
blah and hee hee hee. The excitement shoneir
hiseyes, with aninterior dialogue clearer thar
branch water poured over distilledice:

“Watch out you Senate Dems, because here
comes the wrath of Rove. And heis going tc
smite righteously down on you liberal
pantywaists who only want to givetheterror-
istsbackrubs.”

With Bush determined to announce an ap-
pointment in time for Advise and Consent tc
finishupbeforethe SupremeCourt reconvenes
in October, you might want to replace thefil-
ter in your air conditioner, because this|ooks
to be one of thoselong, hot summers.

I think the president isnot going to rely too
heavily oneither theadviceor consent portions
of Adviseand Consent.

WII Durst isa political comedian who has
performed around the world. E-mail him at
willdurst@sbcglobal.net.
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