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from our viewpoint...

Decision time
for city, county

Peoplespokeuplast monthtotell thecity and county commis-
sionsthat raising the salestax for roads was acceptabl e, and the
two boards had identified the most needed routes.

The next step was to decide how to do the sales tax increase,
and Rep. Jim Morrison (R-Colby) told both commi ssionsthebest
way wasto usethecity’sonecent and to stay away from Topeka.

Usingthecity’ sonecentwould put theprogramin placequicker,
and with the announcement of the new plant developmentsthe
timing couldn’t be better.

Next week thecounty will betalking to abond company about
thethree county projectsand the $11 million joint road project.

The bond representative has said it is great that the city and
county are working together on the road project. He said it will
help the sal e of the bonds.

City commissionershave been busy with another project, try-
ing to replace Ron Pickman, former city manager. They havein-
terviewed about half a dozen people over the past three weeks,
andword isthey are getting closeto ashortened list or may have
agreed to offer oneacontract.

We hope the process of selecting the city manager will move
quickly to give the city afulltime person to help guide and sup-
port the new changes.

City commissionersspent alot of hoursonthebudgetin recent
weeks, and faced aseriesof tough decisions. Theframework that
emerged from the work sessions should give the city financia
stability, and bringthe needsof theel ectric, water and general fund
into balance.

We applaud the move to move the one-third of the water park
payment from the bel eaguered water department and putitinthe
general fund. That move gives the water fund a clearer picture,
and eases the “extra’ burden the payment of $95,000 has been
for thepast six years.

True, the move puts the burden on the genera fund. That isa
better way tofinish payingfor thewater park. Therearefour years
of paymentsremaining, and theel ectric department continuesto
pay one-third aswell.

Havingthecity ingoodfinancial shapeisanadvantagebecause
thenew plantswill providethegrowthto hel pexpandtheeconomy
and help pay thehills.

When the city and county began talking about the joint road
project they werel ooking at thecounty goingfor theonecentwith
legidativeapproval . Atthetimethey did not know about theplans
for thethree plants near Caruso.

The new plants coupled with the increased valuation of the
county isaperfect opportunity for thecity tousetheonecent sales
tax to take maximum advantage of the construction phase of the
new plants, and to get theroad project moving quickly.

Last week the county commissioners talked about the differ-
encein the city or county salestax. The main differenceisthat
busi nessesoutsidethecity would not haveto collect theincreased
sales tax. When the businesses were listed the commissioners
realized most of them are already exempt becausethey arefarm
suppliersor manufacturing related.

The county is moving ahead with the bridge, the courthouse
repair and plansfor astorage building to allow them to remodel
the Southwestern Bell Building and makeit moreuseful.

Timemarchesever forward, and the next year will be here be-
foreweknow it. Theeventsaremoving quickly. Itistimefor the
city and county commi ssionsto show | eadershipand movequickly
to get theroad project and the salestax in place. — Tom Betz
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THE NEW HARRY
POTTER BOOK
IS COMING OUT!
HOW CAN YOU
NOT BE EXCITED
ABOUT THATIP

Bear protection/,)

The man finished putting his wife and three
Yorkiesinthetruck and approached usaswewere
preparing towalk up afamiliar trail.

“Didyou bring protection?’ he asked.

“Protection.” we both thought. “What is this
man talking about?’

WewereintheColorado Rockies, about aquar-
ter milefromtheRio Grandeand almostinsight
of asubdivision. What was hethinking?

Steve said he thought, “ Protection — like a
tetanus shot, apayment to the Mafia, acondom,
what the heck isthisguy talking about?’

| thought, “ Protection— hey wehaveraingear,
sunscreen, insect spray and good walking boots.
There are no poisonous snakes or poisonivy up
here. What isthisguy talking about?’

Steve wasthe brave one who asked him what
hewastalking about asweboth stood therefeel -
ing likefools.

“Bears,” hesaid. “They saw abear up herea
couple of daysago. You should take acouple of
sticks and pound them together as you walk to
warn off thebears.”

Ohhhhh, bears.

Well, we know about bears. There have been
bearsup thistrail forever. We have friendswho
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® Open season

set up bear standson top of themountain.

In recent years, there have been bearsin the
garbage all over southern Colorado because of
the drought, lack of food and overpopulation
brought onby aninitiativee ectionthat endedthe
spring bear hunt.

Do-gooders claimed that the spring hunt left
baby bearsto starveintheir denswhenmomwas
killed. Biologistswarned that without the hunt,
there’ d beway too many bears.

Guesswhat?

Now the mountainsarelousy with bears.

Several yearsago amemo, purportedly from
the Forest Service, wascirculatingin Colorado:

U.S. Forest Service
Southern Colorado District

“Dueto the danger posed to persons and pets

by the overpopulation of bearsin the area, all

RIGHT..
| DIDN'T REALLY
NEED THAT MONEY
ANYWAY,

ticks together

hikersand campersare asked to takethefoll ow-
ing precautions:

“Campers should keep all food in bear-proof
containersand hung highintrees. Hikersshould
blow whistles or wear little bells. For the most
part, brownandblack bearsareshy andwill avoic
people unlesshungry, injured or threatened.

“TheForest Servicedoesnot believethereare
any grizzly bearsinthe area, but they arelarger
and much more dangerous.

“Todetermineif thereareblack or brownbears
in the area, check for bear scat. It will usually
contain theremainsof berries, insectsand fur.

“Grizzly bear scat, on the other hand, can be
recognized, asitwill containtheremainsof little
bellsand whistles.”

Wedid not seeany bearsonthethreewa kswe
took upthetrail. Wedid seescat andit contai ned
the remains of a deer, which probably died of
natural causesasbearsdonot normally kill large
animals. We al so saw the deer’ sbones scattered
over ahillside.

On the second trip on the trail, we noticed &
foreleg of thedeer right next to thetrail. We nei-
ther one had seen that | eg the day before.

We'renot saying it hadn’t beenthere, but....

Daughter campaigning to save frogs

Our daughtersare alwayson | nstant M essen-
ger during the workday, soit's easy to say hi or
ask aquestion.

Like Cynthiaand I, they spend agood part of
the day at the computer. We chat alittle most
mornings, then go back to work.

Theother day, | noticed theyounger daughter,
Lindsay, had oneof those* |’ m away” messages
up. | sent her amessageto seewhat thereply was.

“1’m out saving thefrogs,” it said.

OK, I askedforit. I'll bite.

“Saving frogs?’

Half hour | ater, theanswer came, and, asusual
with Lindsay, it wasastory.

After threeyearsteaching junior high science
and biology, she enrolled at the University of
South Carolinatoget amaster’sdegreeinlibrary
science. She moved to Columbia, S.C., last fall
and got a student job at the library. Later, she
moved up to afull-time position in interlibrary
lending.

It seemsthat the university maintenance crew
drainedafountaininfront of thelibrary for clean-
ing. They left alittle water in the bottom of the
half-block-long pool, and campusfrogsjumped
inand did what frogsdo.

When they filled the pool, she said, it was
chock full of tadpoles. Asthey grew into frogs,
though, they had aproblem. Adult frogshaveto
breathe air, and there was no ledge for them to
rest on, nor any way to scale the 18-inch lip to
escapethepool.

So as their gills disappeared, the poor little
frogswere drowning by the hundreds. She said
they’ dswimaslongasthey could, thenturnbelly
up and sink to the bottom.

AndLindsay, ever thebiologist, wasout there
on her breaks, saving thefrogs.

Notonher lunchhour, though: “ Daddy, | might
get salmonella.”

Thisisthe girl who used to play with baby
snakeswhilewatching television. Shedrew the
lineat insectsin those days, especially spiders.

If shesaw aspider, she' d screamand leavethe
room.

steve
haynes

® along the sappa

When shewasteaching, though, her classroom
was full of creepy-crawlies, everything from
hamstersto spiderstotarantulastoscorpions. She
said thekidsreally gotinto her livelessons.

Now she has aboyfriend who hates anything
that crawlsor squirms, though, andwe' renot sure

lecting creatures.

For now, at least, she’ sdedi cated hersel f to sav-
ing the campusfrogs, hundreds of them.

Shesaid she caught and freed dozensfromthe
pool thefirst day. She put them at a spot beside
thelibrary whereleaking sprinklerscreatealittle
wetland.

“They did OK except for the onesthat hopped
outontothebrickwalk,” shesaid. “ At 85degrees,
they don’t last too long there.”

Her mother asked today if shewasstill saving
frogs.

“Of course,” shereplied. “If | don't, who else
will?’

how she’ |l squarethat with her penchantforcol- ~ Good question.
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HEY, HOW'P Y0U
LIKE ABS LIKE

THIS?
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