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from our viewpoint...

City struggled
through decision

City commissionsalwayshavesomeinternal power issues,and
the art of compromiseiswhat keeps things moving forward and
getsdecisions made.

Theapparent power struggle acted out at Monday’s city com-
mission meeting with the 2-2 tie vote was rectified Thursday
morning with the unanimous 4-0 approval of the electric power
purchase contract with Goodland Energy Resources.

Investorsinthe new power plant were at the meeting expecting
to seethe city commission complete the annexation of the Kemp
Sugar Company land, andwitnesstheapproval of theel ectricpower
purchase contract asthe next step in the devel opment process.

However, what they saw was a city commission with power
struggl e issues between two factions, and with the mayor side-
lined becauseof hisconflict of interest two of thecommissioners
wereabletoexercisepower todel ay thecontract and makepeople
wonder if thecity truly wantsthe devel opment opportunitiesthe
new plantscan provide.

The 2-2 vote was not unexpected, but left the audience won-
dering about the unity of the commission. The audiencewasex-
pectingto seethecontract approved becausethe power company
had been askedto provideafirm pricecontract when approached
by acity official last Thursday.

Talk about getting abid from Sunflower, the current power sup-
plier, andaskingfor adelay toreview thecontract for twomoredays
wereapparent excuses. Every questionwasanswered, and thecity
commissionershad several daysto review the requested contract.

Thecity attorney recommended one change. The power com-
pany agreed tothechange. Everyonewasabl eto ask questionsof
theinvestors and several made statements about how important
the devel opment can befor Sherman County.

Power costscontinuetorisefor thecity, and thefirm pricecon-
tract being offered by the new power company appearstoberea-
sonable. Based on coststo produce power using the city’sdiesel
plantisestimated to be $85-$90 per megawatt. Thecontract price
of 47 cent per kilowatt hour for fiveyearsisaworkable price.

It wasdisturbing themayor did not declarehisconflict of inter-
est beforethepower contract discussi on began. Heacted properly
by abstai ning fromthevoting, but hecould havedeclaredthecon-
flict beforeit began. Truly disturbing wasthat the mayor wasthe
onewho told the power company representativesto bring afirm
pricecontract to the city on Thursday to be on Monday’sagenda.

Being astockholder of the new project put the mayor inavul-
nerableposition, andleft thecommissioninaleadershipvacuum.
More disturbing was when one of the two commissioners who
wanted the del ay made the comment — directed at themayor —
that thecontract “ wasnot what they had talked about previously.”
That |eft one wondering when some of the commissioners had
discussedthecontract outsidearegular meeting, andif soclearly
inviolation of the state open meetings|aw.

Withlessdiscussion and minor changesat the special meeting
Thursday thecommissionapproved thepower purchasecontract
ona4-0vote. That isapositive move, but those who witnessed
theresult onMonday will alwayswonder. Aninvestor inthepower
plant saidif Goodland didn’t careit could moveto Colby.

Theproject will moveforward. Thismomentary lapsewill be
forgotten by people in the excitement of the development the
project will bring to the county.

Thecommission’sdivisionmay leavesomewonderingif there
are other areas or decisions, which may bethwarted or delayed.
— TomBetz
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“Toadly’ Is new garage pet

Wecall him Toadly.

It'snot very imaginative, but it fitshim.

Helives under a bush near the garage during
theday, and at night he hopsout to catch hissup-
per by thelightswe have up onthe garage.

Hestarted out small, but he' sgrowing. Withthe
population of bugsaround the garage, thistoad
could grow to monumental proportions.

We have to watch him pretty carefully, how-
ever, becausehe' shoppedintothegarageseveral
timeswhenwe' vegoneinto get dog food, char-
coal or ascrewdriver.

Weawayschasehimout because, whilethere's
plenty of bugsinthe garage, it would get too hot
for himthenext day andwelikehimlikeheis—
big, fat andwarty. By toad standards, he’ sabeai.

It seemsthat every summer weget new pets.

Other people adopt cats and dogs; we gather
toads, turtlesand spiders.

And speaking of spiders, wehavealovely one
living on the side of the back deck. Every night,
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shespinsabeautiful web, andwhenwe' rehome,
wewatch her at her work.

There are a half dozen wolf spiders making
websonthegrass. | wasworried that when Steve
mowed hewoulddestroy them. Hesaid that when
hemows, though, they would benear theground
andwould just rebuild their websthat night.

I’mgladl’ mnot aspider —they’ rebusier than
ants. At least an ant doesn’t haveto rebuild its
homeevery night.

Every nightaswegofor our walk, welistento
the night soundsand watch thefireflies.

Steveisespecially glad that the cicadas have
comeout.

| likethecrickets, but Jiminy seemstohaveset
up shop in my kitchen, and can hesing! I’ m get-
tingnight soundsat all timesof theday, and | don’t
even haveto beoutside.

We heard awoodpecker last night as we me-
andered down the street and the sounds of boys
whispering and girls giggling. A whole tribe of
teenswere on the back of aflatbed truck parked
atthecurb. Therewasashriek asthedog bull eted
past and then some cheery comments as we
walked by at amoreleisurely pace.

“She scared me.” one girl said with a shy
giggle.

“She'sreally fast,” aboy noted.

Asweambled ondowntheroad, they resumec
chatting with each other and we smiled in the
dark.

It's summer, and a good time for an evening
walk.

Memo to Rehnquist: Give Bush a break

By Dick Morris

If President Bush has to find a Supreme |

Court nomineewhowill appeasethereligious
right on the one hand and be confirmed by a

majority of the Senatewithout afilibuster on ==

theother, he’ssunk.

Thereisno such person. Even the most ob-
scure, Janus-faced among the possible court
appointees could not thread that particular
needle.

Thus, intheseminal event of hissecondterm,
the president would bedoomedtofailureand,
due to the massive attention the battle will
draw, to premature |lame-duck status. The di-
visionsthat suchafightwill kindlewill ripthe
country’s fragile political consensus apart,
drivewomen into the arms of the Democratic
Party for decadesand destroy the Bush second
term.

Butif Bushhasthreejobstogiveaway —two
seatson the court and one as chief justice—he
canfind away to cut the Gordian knot. It'sall
up to Chief Justice William Rehnquist.

If Bushhasto nameastrong pro-lifertohold
hisright-wing baseintact— and hasno off set-
ting appointment with which to balance it —
hewill widen the gender gap and virtually as-
sure Hillary Clinton’s election in 2008. The
effect of abruising battlewhere Bush linesup
behindapro-lifer will bethesameonthesingle-
female vote as Barry Goldwater’s opposition
to the 1964 Civil RightsAct wasto black vot-
ers. A swing constituency becameDemocratic
for life because Barry wasone of only six Re-
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publican senatorsto vote against the bill.

But if Bush names a Souter, O’ Connor or
Stevens (all appointed by Republicans) tothe
court— and hasno offsets— hewill drivethe
base into rebellion and possibly fracture the
Republican Party just when it appears on the
verge of apermanent consolidation of its na-
tional strength.

The political consensus of thisnationisdi-
vided, and that division can only be mirrored
on the court if Bush hasmultiple seatsto dis-
tribute.

To force this president, who barely men-
tionedabortionineither thecampai gnsof 2000
or of 2004, to make a choice as draconian as
which onejusticeto put onthe courtistoin-
viteadisaster.

If Rehnquist werenot old andif hewerenot
sick, theself-sacrificeof resignationwould be
unthinkable to ask. But let him stop kidding
himself. Heistoo sick to sit on the Supreme
Court and should resign. He can't participate
in court sessions and only is able to vote
through hisclerks.

where to write

Recognizing reality is the ultimate repay-
mentthat | think heowesthepolitical party that
gavehimtheopportunity tositonthehighcourt
asitschief justiceinthefirst place. Evenmore,
itistheobligation heowesthenationnot to split
it apart and enfeebleitspresident by forcing e
litmus-test decision upon him.

Withmultiplechoicesforthecourt, Bushcan
appeasethecenter andtheright and, at thesame
time, makefurther inroadsintothepivota His-
panicvoteby namingat | east oneHispanicjus-
tice. Butif Bushisforced to chooseand comes
down on the right-wing side of the dilemma,
as he probably would, he will empower the
feminists in the Democratic Party just as
Clintonwarmsup for her presidential run.

If Rehnqui st doesnot want thehonor of rais-
ing hisright handtoswear inClinton asthe44th
president of the United States, he should stey
aside now and give Bush achanceto find his
way out of this political quandary with his
presidency and party intact.

Dick Morriswas an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years. Look for Dick’s new book *Be-
causeHeCould” about Bill Clinton. Copyright
2005 Dick Morris, All Rights Reserved. Dis-
tributed by Cagle Cartoons, Inc.
www.caglecartoons.com Call Cari Dawson
Bartley at (800) 696 7561 or e-mail:
cari @cagle.com email for Dick Morrisis
dmredding@aol.com.

U.S. Sen. Pat Roberts, 109 Hart Senate
Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-4774; web address — roberts-
.senate.gov

U.S. Sen. Sam Brownback, 303 Hart Sen-
ate Office Building, Washington D.C. 20510.
(202) 224-6521; web e-mail address —
brownback.senate.gov/CMEmail.me

U.S. Rep. Jerry Moran, 2443 Rayburn
House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
20515. (202) 225-2715; Fax (202) 225-5124
e-mail address— jerry.moran@mail.house.gov

State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
Building Rm. 174-W, Topeka, KS 66612.
(785) 296-7676; e-mail address— jmorriso-
@house.state.ks.us

State Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer, State Capi-
tol Building, Rm. 128-S, 300 SW 10th, To-
peka, Kan. 66612. (785-296-7399; e-mail ad-
dress — ostmeyer @senate.state.ks.us

KansasAttorney General Phil Kline, 301
S.W. 10th, Lower Level, Topeka, KS 66612-
1597 (785) 296-3751 Fax (785) 291-3699
TTY: (785) 291-3767
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