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noon Thursday

Today
* Sunset, 8:09 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 5:39 a.m.
* Sunset, 8:08 p.m.

Midday Conditions
« Soil temperature 84 degrees
* Humidity 16 percent
* Sky sunny
* Winds southeast 15 mph.
+ Barometer 30.08 inches
and steady
* Record High today 105° (1934)
*Record Low today 52° (1994)
Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 109° ties record
LowWednesday  71°ties record

Precipitation .01
This month A7
Year to date 8.75

Normal 12.68

The Topside Forecast
Today: Mostly sunny and hot,
high near 106, low near 69, winds
southeast 15 mph. Saturday:
Mostly sunny and hotwitha 20 per
centchance of showers and thun-
derstorms after 2 p.m., high
around 107, low around 69, winds
southwest15-30 mph.
Extended Forecast
Sunday: Mostly sunny and hot,
high near 100, low around 67.
Monday: Mostly sunny and hot
with a slight chance of showers
and thunderstorms in the after-
noon, high near 97, low near 63.
(National Weather Service)

Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings compiled at midnight.

Noon
Wheat — $2.94 bushel
Posted county price — $3
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$1.98 bushel
Posted county price — $2.06
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $1.61 bushel
Soybeans — $5.83 bushel
Posted county price — $6.30
Loan deficiency pmt. —0¢
Millet — $5 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.70 cwt.
NuSun — $10.70 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection —Ask
Pinto beans — $25
(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,

Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

K-18 team
wins two

Goodland first baseman
Casey House stood ready in
case pitcher Cameron Morris
tried to pick off Oberlin’srun-
ner during the third inning of
Monday’s game at Memorial
Field. Photo, story on Page
10a

~\\elfare

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

The state’s main social services
agency pumped nearly twice as
much money into Sherman County
last year that it did into Thomas
County.

TheKansasDepartment of Socia
and Rehabilitation Servicepaid out
$9,276,763in Shermancomparedto
only $5,056,285inThomasCounty,
although the total population there
(from the 2000 U.S. Census) is
1,420 more, 8,180 for Thomas
County and 6,760 for Sherman.

Whilealot of thedifferencestems
fromthenumber of disability clients

in Sherman County, state and fed-
eral figuresreflect adistinct differ-
ence in the two: Thomas County’s
population is more educated, has
moreincome and far fewer minori-
tiesthan Sherman.

Sherman County has fewer
people with high school diplomas,
86.6 percent versus 92.7 percent in
Thomas, and college diplomas, 15
percent here, 25 percentin Thomas.
Sherman hasmorepeoplebelowthe
poverty level, 12.9 percent com-
paredto9.7 percentinThomas. The
Latino population in Sherman
County is 8.4 percent, nearly one-
twelfthof thepopulation, versusjust

1.8 percent in Thomas.

Socia Servicesofficiassaidthey
can't pinpoint exactly what contrib-
uted to the disparity in state pay-
ments. One big differenceisinthe
amount spent ondevelopmental dis-
ability services, which bringsalot
of money to Sherman County.

Sherman County receivesnearly
$2.4 million more than Thomasin
that category, andtheagency serves
nearly five times the number of
peoplein thisprogram here.

Much of that money staysin
Sherman County intheformof sala-
riesand other spending by contrac-
tors.

of Sherman County

Nine developmental disability
clientsreceive$223,920inThomas
County while 50 receive
$2,552,315 in Sherman, morethan
10timesmoremoney for fivetimes
more people.

“That definitely would make a
difference,” said Verna Weber, as-
sistant regional director for inte-
grated servicesfor thedepartment.

The difference might be in the
types of services, too. While some
rehabilitation servicesareofferedin
Thomas County, Sherman County
has residential living through the
GoldenWest Community Services.

Merwin Jensen, financial direc-

tor with the center, said they serve
49 peoplefrom all over Kansas. He
said the center has 11 rental houses
inGoodlandandafarmjust north of
town whereresidentslive.
Eachhouse, hesaid, hassomeone
onduty 24 hoursaday to carefor the
residents. Clientstravel to the cen-
ter each day for training and ser-
vices. He said they learn skills, in-
cluding how to build for someresi-
dentsliving on thefarm. Othersdc
art projectsand activitiesin town.
Thecenter employs70 people, he
said, and they have a$1.9 million-

See WELFARE, Page 5a

New plant toasted at opening celebration

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Glasses of sparkling red grape
juice were held aloft as everyone
from Sen. Ralph Ostmeyer to city
commissioners and businessmen
held atoast to the grand opening of
the new antenna manufacturer in
town Tuesday.

Adronics/Elrob Manufacturing
Corp.movedinto GoodlandinMay,
but didn’t officialy cut the ribbon
until aluncheon held Tuesday.

Theplantemploys47 peoplewho
make car antennas and the coaxial
cable used to attach them to car or
truck radios.

Tuesday thedoorswereopenand
plant Co-Vice Presidents Troy
Robinson and Karen Robinson
Murphy invited the publicinside.

Theevent started with aceremo-
nial ribbon cutting and then atoast
toAdronics. Kathy Melia, president
of theGoodland Ambassadors, wel -
comedthenew businesstotownon
behalf of the business community.

Murphy spoke and thanked ev-
eryoneintown for their support.

“Wehave great employees,” she
said of Goodland’s work force.
“They'reall doing agreat job.”

Sen. Ostmeyer saidit’simportant
to have new businessesin western
Kansas.

“Wehavetohaveopportunitiesto
make sure people don’t leave
Goodland,” he said, “not just to
draw them here.”

Hesaidtheplantwill helptomake
thetown stronger.

“Thisbuildingisnogoodto any-

Troy Robinson (left), co-president of Adronics/Elrob Manufacturing Corp., Kathy Melia (right), presi-
dent of the Goodland Ambassadors, and Arlo Hansen, guest at the event, raised glasses Tuesday to

toast the grand opening of the plant here.

oneempty,” hesaid looking around
attheinterior of Adronics.“ It needs
to be used.”

City Commissioner John Garcia
saidthesuccessof Adronicsisthanks
to everyonein thecommunity.

“It takes everyone working in
conformity and unity for success,”
hesaid.

Garciais the chairman of the
Sherman County EconomicDevel-
opment Council and helped bring

Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

the manufacturer to town. He
thanked everyone who helped out
and said thisisjust the beginning.

“You're only going to see better
things happen in northwest Kan-
sas,” hesaid.

“It'sjust wonderful tohavepeopl
working in this building,” Mayo
Rick Billinger told the gathering.

He said heishappy to see carsit
the parking lot and people going t«
work. Billinger added Adronics ha
added many morejobsthanthey ha
originally intended. The contrac
with the city said the company ha
tohireat|east 15people, but they tol
the city they would hire around 30.

Murphy said they are planning tc
add still more jobsin Goodland a
they get new business.

She said before they add mor
linesout here, they haveto build u
abank in Hays.

Each year car manufacturersre
quirenew and different antennas, sh
said, so the company keeps addin
new lines. Oldlineshavetobemain
tained for 10 years to produce re
placement parts, she said.

While they still maintain some
jobsinthe company’splant in New
Jersey, Murphy said, most of th
work has been moved here.

“Most of our work forceisal ready
inKansas,” shesaid.

Murphy said shewashappy to sex
agood turn out for the grand open
ing.

“1thinkit’ sgreat thismany peopl ¢
cameout,” shesaid. “Weappreci at
everybody’s support.”

Adronics' production manager
quality manager, industrial enginee
and all of theemployeeswerein at
tendancefor the opening and joi ne
in the lunch. Robinson’s mother
Cheryl and hiswife Karen were o
hand for the opening.

Power purchase contract denied, later approved

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

City commissioners split 2-2 on
approving afirm price purchase
power contract
with Goodland
Energy Re-
sourcesMonday
with the mayor
abstaining be-
cause of a con-
flict of interest.

Commis-
sioner  Josh
Dechant made
the motion to approve the 10-year
contract and Commissioner Annette
Fairbanks seconded it.
Commissioner’sDave Danielsand
John Garciasaid they wanted extra
timeto review the contract, and the
two voted against the motion.
Mayor Rick Billinger, with an ap-
parent conflict of interest asastock-
holder in the new power company,
abstained from thevote.

Following the failure of the mo-
tionthe commission agreed to hold
aspecia meetingat8am.onThurs-
day to reconsider the power con-
tract.

Ron Pickman, project manager
for Goodland Energy Resourcesand
former city manager, presented the
purchase power agreement.

Justus

By Tom Betz

Power plant contract approved

commission meeting on Monday, Aug. 1.

day morning.

holder in the new company.

and the contract approved.

and review the applicants.

The Goodland Star-News

Goodland will purchase al the city’s power from
thenew coal-fired plant whenit goeson-linenext year
after the commission voted 4-0to approvethe elec-
tric purchase agreement at aspecia meeting Thurs-

Sixty hours after the motion failed on a 2-2 vote
Monday, the commission reconsidered the contract
andit passed unanimoudly withMayor Rick Billinger
abstaining becauseof aconflict of interest asastock-

There were about 20 peoplein the audience, and
therewasaround of applausewhenthevotewastaken

After the contract was approved the commission
went intosix closed sessionscoveringtwoand ahalf
hoursto discussthecontract for anew city manager,

Mayor Rick Billinger said hefinalistsfor thecity
manager position should be known before the next

Rod Blake, power plant superintendent, told the
commissionhehad been asked about thefuel adjust-
ment clause, and showed each commissioner the
clauseinthe Sunflower Electriccontract that wasthe
samewording asinthenew contract with Goodland
Energy Resources.

“We get four megawatts firm power from Sun-
flower,” Blake said, “but they take the fuel adjust-
ment on all the power we purchase, and Wednesday
that meant wewere paying $134 per hour if we pur-
chased from them.

“Thereisno way to protect the city from thisun-
der Sunflower’s contract. They providefirm deliv-
ery, but not afirm price.

“ Sunflower representativessaidthey wererunning
everything they had and were having to purchase
power from another source, which raised the price.
We were generating in the low $90s, but it was

See APPROVED, Page 9a

“Thisisafirm pricecontract that
will givethe city an opportunity to
plan for several years,” Pickman
said.

The contractisfor 10 yearswith
arenewal optionfor 10 moreyears.
Thecontract setsthepower priceat

47 cents per kilowatt-hour for the
first five years and raises it to 49
centsper kilowatt-hour for the sec-
ondfiveyears. The agreement says
theonly costincreaseswouldbefor
fuel and fuel transportation.

“The contract would not go into

effect until the plant isfully opera-
tional and providing power,”
Pickmansaid. “Weexpectthattobe
inthefall of next year.”
CityAttorney Perry Warren asked
when the Sunflower Electric con-
tract expires. Hewastold it expires

inMay, and Sunflower hasnotified
thecity of theirintentto endthecon-
tract at that time.

“The city does not want to bein
an exclusive contract with Good-
land Energy and haveto buy power
from Sunflower,” Warren said.

He said he had recommended &
change in the contract to give the
city moreflexibility.

Dechant askedif that wastheonly
change.

“That is all | recommended,”
Warrensaid,“ ChangingtoalOyear
contractandanoptionfor 10more.”

Tom Armour, interim city man-
ager, said he would be remissif he
did not suggest the city approach
Sunflower about this contract anc
ask for their market rate.

“We ought to see if Sunflower
wantsto beaplayer,” hesaid.

“Thisisacertified plant under the
Federal Energy Commission,” said
Mark Justus of Renewable Energy,
whoisoneof thepeopleinvolvedin
the new power plant program.

“Under theregul ationsthisisaco-
generation plant, and the city isre-
quired to buy our power. In that
eventtheratewould bebased onthe
avoided cost to the city and woulo
be much higher than what we are

See DENIED, Page 9a



