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More people recelve help Iin county

WELFARE, from Page la

a-year payroll.

“All the money we receive staysin
Sherman County,” hesaid. “ Thisissome-
thing that’ sgood asfar as Sherman County
isconcerned.”

Servicesareprovidedin ThomasCounty
through Devel opmental Servicesof North-
west Kansas.

Marcie Erbas, job coach secretary with
theagency, saidthey serveseven peoplefor
vocation rehabilitation, job skillsand life
skills.

Shesaidthey haveday services, but lack
somethings, likean on-site nurse.

The Social and Rehabilitation Service
office in Thomas County employs 15
peoplewhilethe onein Sherman employs
eight, but the Thomas County office also
serves Gove, Logan, Rawlinsand Decatur
counties.

The Goodland office serves both Chey-
enne and Wallace counties, but those two
have small casel oads.

Although GoldenWest doesnot provide
medical carefor itsresidents, Jensen said,

Churches,
food bank
resources
for needy

The needy in Sherman County and
Thomas County aren’t limited to the
KansasDepartment of Social and Reha-
bilitation Servicesfor help.

Both countieshaveaGenesisprogram,
or food bank.

Genesis in Goodland gave out over
100 food baskets at Christmastime last
year and hel ped 78 families throughout
theyear.

GenesisinColby gaveout 165 baskets
at Christmas and helped 585 of families
throughout the year.

Both groups have a pantry set up to
givefood to the needy.

Wynn Duffey, president of theGenesis
board in Colby, said unlike Goodland's
Genesis, people who need help in Tho-
mas County can return to the food bank
every month.

Pat Jordan, who along with her hus-
band Clark directsGenesisin Goodland,
said in Sherman, people who qualify
must wait six months to receive help
again.

Duffey said while Genesisisthelarg-
est aid group, many peopleget helpelse-
where.

Shesaid churches, theSalvationArmy
and individual s hel p the needy.

Jordan said it's the same in Sherman
County.

She said the food bank is sometimes
used by families who have applied for
welfare help from Social Services, but
havetowait.

Duffey said sheisn’'t sure how many
of the peoplereceiving Genesis aid are
also getting Social Servicesbenefits.

Both agencies will occasionally help
peoplewith energy costs, too.

The Rev. Janet Hernandez, pastor of
the First United Methodist Church in
Goodland, said the Goodland Churches
Thrift Shop is another way low income
familiesget help here.

She said the storelookslike aregular
clothing store.

It get donationsand sellsmerchandise
at areduced price.

“They do areally good job,” she
said.

Thestore, shesaid, will giveclothing
to families who can not afford to buy
thingsfor themselves.

many do receive
Medicaid through
Social Services.

“They’re set up
by Medicaid before
we receive them,”
hesaid.

In health care
programs, Sherman
County getstwice
the benefits for
roughly the same
number of people,
1,054 in Sherman
and 1,083 in Tho-
mas.

For the elderly
anddisabled, Tho-
mas gets $2 mil-
lion in benefits
and Sherman gets
$4.25 million.

The popula-
tion of peoplere-
ceiving health benefits in the disabled
category includes Golden West clients,
said Weber.

In 12 of 26 categories, Shermanreceived
morebenefitsthan Thomas, and not all the
spending is for developmental disability
clients.

Temporary assistance for families cost
$107,448in Shermanfor 80reci pients, com-
pared to $67,560 for 53in Thomas.

That's a $39,888 difference for 27
people.

For food assi stance, Sherman county re-
ceived $357,730 for 428 people and Tho-
mas $320,565 for 373 people.

The differ-
enceis$37,165
for 55 people.

Onehundred
nineteen more
people in
Sherman re-

ceived energy
assistance totaling
$14,514.
Sherman got $45,211 for 275
people and Thomas $30,697 for 156.

For general assistance, Sherman had 10
peoplegetting $17,070 and Thomashad 7
getting $13,813.

That's a difference of $3,257 for three
people.

In Sherman, 18 people received
$577,448 for foster care while in Thomas
eight got $236,479.

The difference is $340,969 for 10
people.

Shermangets$19,127 morefor rehabili-
tation services, $31,394 for physician ser-
vicesand $253,761 for other medical ser-
vice.

Population for the towns works out to
nearly the same percentages of each age
group.

But Thomas County has only 44 more
people 65 yearsold and over, 776 more 20
to 64 and 600 more under 20 yearsold.

The number of younger peoplein Tho-
masreflects, among other things, students
at Colby Community College.

Genie Daniels, office supervisor for the
Colby Social Servicesoffice, said each per-
son gets different benefits so it's hard to
pinpoint directly wherethe money goes.

“It’stheir needs,” she said, adding that
medical needsvary.

To qualify for rehabilitation services,

Weber said, people must meet specific re-
quirements.

“It’sstrictly based on financial ability,”
shesaid. “It'svery low income.”

Shesaid thedifferenceinthe countiesis
basically in the amount of money people
makein Thomas County versus Sherman.

KansasDepartment of Revenuestatistics
say peoplein Sherman County makean av-
erage of about $3,300 less per year thanin
Thomas County.

The median income, or the income that
occursmoreoftenintheset of all of thein-
comes, in Shermanwas$4,3501essthanin
Thomas.

Averageincomefor Shermanis$24,90C
and Thomasis $28,200.

Medianincomefor Shermanis$32,684
and Thomasis$37,034.

More peoplein Sherman, Daniels said,
might beliving strictly on Social Security
and therefore requiring more state help.

Although the demographic differences
may add up to more money here, Weber
said, the major difference comes down tc
the larger developmental disability popu-
lation in Sherman County.

Education,
Income
and race

Population

Anglo

Latino
Averageincome
Median income

Per capitaincome
Below poverty level
Home ownership rate
High school diploma
Bachelor’'s degree

Source: Kansas Department of Revenue, 2003, and the U.S. Census Bureau, 2000.

Sherman Thomas
6,277 7,933
93.8% 97.1%
8.4% 1.8%
$24,900 $28,200
$32,684 $37,034
$16,761 $19,028
12.9% 9.7%
68.9% 69%
86.6% 92.7%
15% 25%

State
2,723,507
86.1%
7%
$40,100
$40,624
$20,506
9.9%
69.2%
86%
25.8%

Community leaders surprised
at levels of spending for county’s needy

Community leaders had varying reac-
tions, but most were surprised after hear-
ing that the Kansas Department of Social
and Rehabilitation Service spends nearly
twiceasmuch money in Sherman County
asit doesin Thomas County.

“1 wasjust astonished at the staggering
differences,” said Sherman County Clerk
Janet Rumpel.

She said while welfare has a place in
society tohelpthelessfortunate, shehopes
no oneisabusing the system.

“There'salwaysgoingto be peoplewho
come upon hard timesand need help,” she
said.

Rumpel saidthedifferencesineducation
levelscorrelated withthewel fareamounts
pointsto the need for education withinthe
programs.

Shesaid programsshould not encourage
people to remain in the system by setting
income caps too high for working people
toget help.

She added that while some argue there
aren’t enough jobsin the area, many busi-
nessownerscomplainthey can'tfindgood

Isa huge need.”

“I justknow that there

-Joshua Dechant

Dechant said when he went
through Leadership Sherman
County, aprogramto help develop
leaders in the community, they
stopped at Golden West.

He said the group learned alot
about what they do there and how
beneficial itistothecommunity.

“Those people are excellent,” he

help.

“| think the jobs are out there if people
arewillingtogoout thereanddothem,” she
said.

Withsomany variables, Rumpel said, it’s
hard to nail down a cause for the welfare
numbersand thereforefind asolution.

She said we can start to solve the prob-
lemswith educationto help peoplebeself-
sufficient.

City Commissioner JoshuaDechant said
he wasn't surprised to see such high num-
bers.

“| just know there is a huge need,” he
said.

said.

Dechant said jobs slated to move
into the community may help otherswho
are struggling. He added the new power
plants will have to hire several technical
jobsincluding biologistsand chemists.

Asforhelpcurrently available, Dechant
said he was surprised to find out people
needing help must wait six months before
applying again for food through Genesis,
the community food bank.

“1 thought if someone needed help,” he
said, “they could go and get it.”

He added more publicity for Genesis
could help them receive more donations.

Dechant saidthedifferencesineducation
from Sherman to Thomas Counties prob-

ably hasto do with the populations.

Hesaidthenumber of studentsattending
collegetherecould makeadifferencesince
studentsmust compl etehigh school before
moving up.

TheRev. Janet Hernandez, pastor of the
First United Methodist Church, said she
always knew there were differences be-
tween the counties.

“They feel different,” shesaid.

She said the numbers in education, in-
comeand demographicshelptoexplainthe
differences.

Hernandez said while the greater per-
centage of Latinos herewas no surpriseto
her, many peopledon’t noticetheminority
groupsaround town.

Afterlookingat thenumbers, Hernandez
suggested peoplein Goodland shouldwork
harder to help thosein need.

“Weneedto beableto help peoplemore
often,” shesaid adding sheplanstotalk with
Genesis, which runs out of her church,
about that.

“Therearealot of peoplewhoneed help
more often,” shesaid.
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