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Power purchase contract denied by commissioners

DENIED, from Page la

proposing.”

Rod Blake, electric production
superintendent, saidthepower plant
wasrunningthediesel enginesinthe
hesat thisweek, and heestimated the
power cost from Sunflower to be
about $80 per megawaitt. Blaketold
the commission during the budget
workshop that Sunflower had been
asked about prices for a new con-
tract. Hesaid Sunflower representa-
tives said they would provide rates
when they wereready.

Thecity hasafirmpower contract
with Sunflower for $32 for thefirst
four megawattsplusthefuel adjust-
ment costs. Blake said the contract
with Sunflower isnot to provideall
the power as the Goodland Energy
Resourcescontract isset up.

Wednesday afternoon Blakewas
told by Sunflower Electric that ad-
ditional power over the 4 mega
watts would cost the city $135 per
megawatt.

Blakesaid Sunflowerischarging
$6 per mega watt for transmission
of power the city had purchased
throughthe MEAN.

“Weproduce2millionkilowatts
per year,” Blakesaid, “and we pur-
chase 50 million kilowatts.”

Blake said the blended rateright
now is$39 per kilowatt-hour.

Justussuggestedthat if themain-
tenancecost and priceof natural gas
werefactoredintheratewould eas-
ily be $54 per kilowatt-hour.

Danielsasked if the 47 cents per
kilowatt was peak or off peak?

“Itisfor al the power 24 hoursa
day,” Justussaid.

Dechant asked why the contract
isfor 17 megawattsif the plant is
going to produce 22 megawatts.

Justussaidtheother plantsbeing

builtwill need power, andwhenthe
city picksupthoseloadsit will add
towhat theload isnow.

“Wethink 17 megawattswill hold
the city for years,” he said. “The
plant can run at 27 mega watts if
needed, and wel ook to expandwith
the possibility of moreindustry.”

Billinger asked how many jobs
the new plantswould create.

“We expect to be a 75,” Justus
said. “Thiswill betrue growth for
thecity, andthevaluationwill goup
for the $40 million plant.”

Pickman said the property tax
from the new power plant would
bringthecity $250,000. Hesaid the
expectationistherewill beupto200
spin-off jobs.

“Thiswill gain a considerable
amount for the city if we keep the
money here rather than send it to
Sunflower,” Pickman said.

Asking for comments from the
audience Amy Sederstrom said
with thetrend in agricultureitisa
way for the city to diversify and to
work with the agriculture commu-
nity.

Blake suggested going out for
bids, and that he found the electric
contract abit strange.

“Itwouldbehardtogooutfor bid
when you know our rate,” Justus
said. “If the city wants to develop
you have to have something the
other placesdon’t have.

“Itiswhat the plant doesbeyond
the base, because at the moment
nobody is moving here. | sold my
housein Nashvilleto move here. |
havebeenhereoneyear, and | know
| amstill an outsider.

“Thesewill be hightechjobspay-
ingabout $40,000ayear, andthiswill
raisetheaverage pay of thecounty.

“Having cheaper utilitieswill be
an advantagein devel opment.”

Garciaasked what Pickman and
Justus expected the commission to
dothat night.

Pickman said they expected to
have the commission approve the
power contract.

“Thereis an excitement in this
community,” Fairbankssaid. “ This
isagood deal, and thereis not go-
ingto beaguarantee.”

“| appreciate Blake's position,”
Dechantsaid. “| think thisisagood
planfor thecity’sfuture.”

Larry McCants, president of First
National Bank, said thiswasawin-
win situation. He said it is not the
cheapest price, butagoodandassured
better ratethan thecity ispaying.

“Thisis assured growth for the
community,” McCants said. “The
program makes sense, and is the
best I’ ve ever seen.”

Dechant made the motion to ap-
prove the contract and Fairbanks
seconded.

“Ithinkitisagreatdeal,” Daniels
said, “and would liketo have more
timetolook at this.”

“Wedon'twanttolet our ratesbe
broadcast,” Justus said.

“| am excited about this, and
thinkitisthebest|’veseen,” Garcia
said. “Giveusthreeor four daysto
evaluatethis.

“1 want it understood that if
someone came in and underbid |
would stay with your plan.”

“| don’t seethat threedaysisgo-
ing to make a difference,” Fair-
bankssaid. “| havetrustinthecity
attorney’sopinion.”

“l wouldlikealittlemoretime,”
Danielssaid, “1 wasout of townand
first saw it Sunday evening.

“1 don't want it to be a Roadway
situationwherethecity islockedinto
payingthe utilities. | am personally
not comfortableat thistime.”

“| asked them (Pickman and
Justus) to bring the contract,”
Billinger said.

“Thatiswhat disturbsus,” Justus
said, “weareall out there, andif we
knew itwasgoingtobedelayedwe
would not have had to develop the
firm rates. It was not what we had
planned on doing at thistime, but
wegot it doneand believewe have
provided afair rate.”

“I think it isagood deal all the
way around,” Danielssaid.

“We have all the people here,”
Fairbankssaid. “Now isthetimeto
ask the questions.”

“Whatistherelefttobecons dered?’
sad SteveWest, president of Western
StateBank.“ L ookslikeawin-winstu-
ationfor Sherman County.

“| can’timaginewhat wehaven't
considered thisevening.”

SteveRaymer, activity director at
Goodland High School, said ap-
proving the contract would be a
strong show that thecity isready to
moveforward.

Garciaand DanielsaskedWarren
when he had received the contract.

Warren said he reviewed it on
Thursday.

“l evaluatedit asastraight contract
for the city,” he said. “Itisavalid
contractandvery straight forward.”

Armour was asked if he had any
concernsabout the contract.

‘They have satisfied my con-
cerns,” Armour said.

Billinger asked Valktocdl therall.

Daniels, No. | want more time
and like to have another attorney
look at it.

Dechant, Yes. Fairbanks, Yes.

Garcia, No. | would like more
time.

Billinger, Abstained.

Volk said with a 2-2 tie the mo-
tionfails.

City approves contract in special meeting

APPROVED, from Page la

cheaper than paying Sunflower’s
price.”

Commissioner Annette Franklin
asked if therehad been any changes
made to the contract since Mon-
day’smeeting.

CityAttorney PerryWarrensaidhe
and Tom Armour, interim city man-
ager, had added a section to further
protect thecity incasethenew power
plant would fail to materialize or be
unableto generatethe power.

Thenew clausesaysthe contract
will bedeclared null and voidif the
power plantisnot producing power
by July 18, 2007. The clause gives
thecity theexclusiveright toextend
that dateinwriting.

“Thisistoprotect thecity,” War-

ENJOY I

rensaid. ‘Itissothereisadatecer-
tain when the contract would ex-
pire. [twould not leavethiscontract
hangingintheair.”

Blakesaid hehad met with Mark
Justus on Wednesday and they had
worked out an addendum to the
contract.

The addendum said that after the
eectricagreementissignedtherewill
bea90day periodfor boththecity and
Goodland Energy tonegotiateatem-
porary power supply forthetimefrom

the end of the Sunflower contract at
the end of May, and when the new
plantisoperational.

“1 will renew my motion to ap-
prove the contract and the adden-
dum,” said Commissioner Josh
Dechant.

Fairbanks seconded the motion
asshehad on Monday.

Afterthe4-OvoteBillingersaidhe
wantedtothank thecommissioners.

“1"ve been here for anumber of
years,” Billinger said, “ andthecity
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You receive two free passes to see

War of the Worlds |
PG-13 |

Sherman
1203 MAIN — Phone 899-6103

Present Ticket at Box Office
Tickets are Non-Transferable

Races July 23 at 6:30 p.m. MDST

Mini stock, econo, bomber, super stock and

modified
Trophies sponsored by
Alex’s Radiator & Auto Repair
Pit Gate Open 3:00
Pit Pass $20
NO DOGS ALLOWED IN THE PITS
Grand Stand:

6 and under free
7t012-%4+13 and up - $8
Come and see your local drivers
Sponsored by Budweiser, Coke
and SCSCRA

Concessions under new management.
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Sports television schedule

SATURDAY MORNING

11:00 13/7 FOX MLB Baseball Regional Cov-
erage — Chicago Cubsat St. Louis, L.A. Dodg-
ersatN.Y. Mets, San Diego at Philadelphia or
Seattle at Cleveland. (Live) (CC)

11:3028/40 TNT NASCAR Racing Nextel Cup
Series — Pennsylvania 500 Qualifying. From
Pocono Raceway in Long Pond, Pa. (Live)
(CC)

AFTERNOON

1:00 7/11 CBS PGA Golf U.S. Bank Champi-
onship in Milwaukee — Third Round. From
Brown Deer Park Golf Course in Milwaukee.
(Live) (CC)

1:30 28/40 TNT NASCAR Racing Busch Se-
ries — Salute to the Troops 250. From Pikes
Peak International Raceway in Fountain, Colo.
(Live) (CC)

2:004/6 ABC WNBA Basketball Detroit Shock
at Seattle Storm. From KeyArena in Seattle.
(Live) (CC)

23/29 ESPN2 MLS Soccer D.C. United at Los
Angeles Galaxy. From the Home Depot Cen-
terin Carson, Calif. (Live) (CC)

2:303/9 NBC 8/8 NBC Beach Volleyball AVP
Nissan Hermosa Beach Open — Women’s
Finals. From Hermosa Beach, Calif. (Live)
(CC)

4:00 22/28 ESPN SportsCenter (Live) (CC)

5:00 22/28 ESPN Horse Racing John C.
Mabee/Coaching Club American Oaks. (Live)
30/27 FXSP MLB Baseball Colorado Rockies
at Pittsburgh Pirates. From PNC Park in Pitts-

burgh. (Subject to Blackout) (Live)
99/39 WGN MLB Baseball Boston Red Sox at
Chicago White Sox. From U.S. Cellular Field in
Chicago. (Live) (CC)

SUNDAY MORNING
10:3022/28 ESPN Baseball Tonight (Live) (CC)
11:00 28/40 TNT Countdown to Green (Live)
(CC)
11:30 28/40 TNT NASCAR Racing Nextel Cup
Series — Pennsylvania 500. From Pocono
Raceway in Long Pond, Pa. (Live) (CC)
AFTERNOON
12:30 22/28 ESPN IndyCar Racing ABC Sup-
ply Co./A.J. Foyt 225. From the Milwaukee Mile
in West Allis, Wis. (Live) (CC)
1:00 7/11 CBS PGA Golf U.S. Bank Champi-
onship in Milwaukee — Final Round. From
Brown Deer Park Golf Course in Milwaukee.
(Live) (CC)
60/79 UNIV Futbol Copa Oro 2005: La Gran
Final. (En Vivo)
99/39 WGN MLB Baseball Boston Red Sox at
Chicago White Sox. From U.S. Cellular Field in
Chicago. (Live) (CC)
2:30 3/9 NBC 8/8 NBC Beach Volleyball AVP
Nissan Hermosa Beach Open— Men’s Finals.
From Hermosa Beach, Calif. (Live) (CC)
3:00 22/28 ESPN Horse Racing San Diego
Handicap/Salvator Mile. (Live)
23/29 ESPN2 Women's Soccer United States
vs. Team TBA. (Live) (CC)
4:00 22/28 ESPN SportsCenter (Live) (CC)
5:0022/28 ESPN Baseball Tonight (Live) (CC)

has always been at the mercy of
Sunflower.”

The commission went into six
closed sessions to discuss the city
manager applicants.

Armour saidthecommissionwill
announce at the next meeting that
Jeff Mason will replace Perry War-
ren asthecity attorney.

“| delayed to the last minute,”
Armour said. “The commission
will make the appointment at the
next meeting.”

Pickman asked if the abstention tiethereisno prevailing side.
should be counted with the motion The commission scheduled &
makingita3-2vote. special meetingfor 8a.m. Thursday

Warren said in the case of a2-2 toreconsider the contract.

Kansas Department of
"[ansportation

. . . Responsible & Rﬂpam'ue

Network Service Technician 111

The Kansas Department of Transportation has an
opening for an Installation Service Technician Il in Garden
City or Norton, depending on the availability of the
selected applicant. Minimum requirement is High School
Diploma or equivalent and 1 year installing and servicing
data, voice &/or video networks. Prefer minimum of five
(5) years experience in repair and installation of elec-
tronic equipment, experience in climbing towers up to
480 feet, CDL License, experience and knowledge in
computer networking, good leadership and decision
making skills and excellent written and oral communica-
tion skills.

This is a statewide position that requires technical and
skilled work in installing, repairing, maintaining and
inspecting communication and electrical equipment and
devices on radio towers/poles and the associated appurte-
nances. The state communication system includes 100+
towers/poles, which range in height up to 480 feet. This
position will be required to climb radio towers/poles to
investigate the need for repairs, install new equipment or
replace existing equipment. Fabricates and/or assembles
parts and materials used in tower and antenna mainte-
nance. Additionally, this position will perform preventa-
tive maintenance to preserve appearance and safety
feature of tower complexes and the efficiency and reliabil-
ity of antenna systems. This position is responsible for the
inspection of cables and attachments to determine if the
proper tension is maintained for the required stability and
alignment of the tower.

Starting salary is $40,892 to $45,115 annually depending
on experience. Excellent benefits including health insur-
ance, paid annual and sick leave, retirement plan, life
insurance and cafeteria benefit plan. REFER TO ADVER-
TISEMENT NO. 148310. The Personal Data Sheet and
Employment Application must be received by August 2,
2005. The Personal Data Sheet and Employment Applica-
tion may be obtained at the following website:
www.accesskansas.org. Submit to the Department of
Transportation - Headquarters mailbox. Advertisement
paid for by the Kansas Department of Transportation.

Kansas Department of Transportation
1st Floor, Eisenhower State Office Bldg.
700 SW Harrison
Topeka, KS. 66603
785-296-2721
EOE/AA

Crossword Puzzle

Three Ways to Go

ACROSS !
1. Amherst inst.

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 |11 |12 |13

14
6. Unwanted e-mail

15

. Thick slice 17

. Wooden shoe

. Hawaiian port

. "Merry old" king of
rhyme

. Stage digression

. Vintage autos

.

26 27

. Eye amorously
. Like a plane, as

opposed to a
balloon

. Drop to the bottom

. Youngman of one-
liners

. Took a dip

. Astrological ram

. Canyon comeback
. Madonna title role

. Hoopster __ Ming
. Canaan, in the

bible

. Barnyard brooder
. __ Selassie

. Not fooled by
. Major artery

surname
. Spill hot coffee on
. All there
. He hung on to
Sinbad for many
days and nights
Generic pooch
Scatter Fitzgerald

56.
57.
58.
hangs __ "

Hertz rival
Controversial apple
spray

Relief pitchers'
successes
Monopoly payment

60.
61.

62.

63.
64.
65. How we stand
DOWN
1. Springsteen's
"Borninthe "

. "All in the Family” 2.

©CONO U AW

"... and thereby 10.
11.

12.
13.

21.
22.
25.
Foul-smelling 26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
32.
33.

American Profile Hometown Content

The 4077th, for
short

St. Theresa's town
Heed the alarm
Suffix with meteor
Give off

Reb's opponent

34.
35.

54.
565.
59.

050717

Kitty starter
Garlic quality

. Irish Rose's lover 37. Title role for Valerie
. Place for a float Harper

Singer Nicks 38. Regatta tool

Movie ogre 39. Texas symbol

Marina walkway 43. Just short of

. Zillions 44. Oath from

. Dance recklessly Ebenezer
Teatime treats 45. Discomfort
Beantown airport 46. Up to now
Dog-tired 47. Critic Barnes
Actor Noah or 48. Introduce to the
Wallace mix
Unaffiliated: Abbr. 49.  raving mad
Front-running 51. Within earshot
A Little Woman 52. __ podrida (spicy
Need liniment stew)
"In that case ..." 53. Custard dessert

Roof overhang
Actor Guinness
Guessed-at fig.

© MacNamarais Band, Inc.

The crossword puzzle brought to you by:

Goodland Star-News

1205 Main, Goodland, Kan. 67735

(785) 899-2338




