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from our viewpoint...

Economic councll
missing the mark

About four yearsago, agroup of peoplegatheredat Gambino's
for aseries of meeting aimed at improving our economic devel-
opment efforts.

That effort gave birth to the Sherman County Economic De-
velopment Council, but to many who were at the original meet-
ings, thefocus seemsto bealittlefuzzy today.

Since December, when Carolyn A pplegatewasforced out, the
council hasbeenlookingfor adirector. Theeffort doesn’t appear
to have gotten to second base.

Kay Younger washiredin January toruntheofficeandrespond
to outside requests. She hasdone quite abit, and the council has
recognized her effortsby making her afull-timeemployee. That
will keeptheofficeopenandgiveYounger an opportunity tocon-
tinue her efforts.

Without an economic development director, though, the
council’seffortshavebeeninthehandsof theofficers. They have
had successin luring Adronics, which held agrand opening on
Tuesday at itsnew auto antennaplant.

The company has created more jobsthan first expected and it
islikely morewill beadded by theend of theyear.

Expectationsabout thedevel opment spin-off fromanew power,
ethanol and biodiesel plant have people smiling.

Havinganactivefull-timeeconomic devel opment director will
beimportant tokeep usinapositiontotakeadvantageof themany
companieslooking at Goodland and Sherman County.

Thefact therehavebeen somedevel opmentswithout the pres-
enceof adirector isgreat, but there could be more projectswith
that personinplace. Thecouncil membersaregood, and they can
help in many ways, but most havetheir own full-timejobs.

Without adirector, the$50,000 donated by thecity and $50,000
fromthecounty arenot being fully utilized. Inthelast report, the
council had over $160,000in the bank.

Taxpayersareawarethecity islooking at somelargeincreases
inelectrical and water feesnext year.

The call to action four years ago was that the county needs a
goodstrategic planfor drawing businesshereand someonetohelp
implement the plan. The council has contributed to the devel op-
ment efforts, but for the past seven months, economic devel op-
ment efforts have been lessthan they could be.

Younger and the volunteer board are doing their best.

Without areal plan of action or afull-time leader, though, the
officeis not meeting the expectations of those who helped form
the citizen group.

Itistimeto get off thedimeand bringin someonetofirethings
up. — TomBetz

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and welcomes | etters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and asignature. Unsigned letterswill not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage | etters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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Jim Minick

Prairie Writers Circle

Acrossour country, utility companiesspend
morethan$2billionannually tocontrol woody
vegetation around power lines, and for good
reason.

Onefalling tree can cause havoc. Witness
August 2003, when the failure of a poorly
maintained line left over 50 million
northeasterners and Canadians without elec-
tricity.

But thosebillionsfor pruning and spraying
could be better spent. Instead of creating
straight-edged tornado alleys by cutting trees
to the ground, we should be planting smaller
trees. The line crews currently work around
dogwood, redbud and other low growers. Why
not just pay themto plant appropriatetreesthat
fill thespacewithout touchingtheel ectricline?

Utilitiesalready understandthislogic. They
encourage landownersto plant “theright tree
intherightplace,” andVirginiaTechresearcher
BonnieAppl eton saystheideaisslowly catch-
ing on.

In 1994, Appleton created the Utility Line
Arboretum. Thelocal power company set up
three poles and two spans of uncharged lines.
Appleton and a graduate student planted the

The right tree
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right of way. To help others, they created lists
of suitable plants, from shrubs like crape
myrtletosmall treeslikesaucer magnolia. Ten
yearslater, thearboretum showshow treescan
fill thespacewithout crowdingthelines, aso-
[ution both utilitarian and beautiful.

This practice makes ecological sense as
well. Regular maintenanceisrequired until the
new trees become established, but once ma-
ture, they shadeout competitorsandreducethe
need for herbicides and pollution-spewing
chain saws. The plants provide habitat and
food for wildlife, and possibly people, if they
like eating papaws and hazel nuts.

The U.S. Agriculture Department recog-
nizes planting forests as a method to reduce
global warming, so why not plant the acres
under power linesfor thiscauseaswell?

Onour family farm, we' ve planted severa
acresof abandoned pastureto hardwoods. We
liketrees and we want our land to be produc-
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In the right place

tive, sowesigned upfor government programs
created to help landowners plant trees. Incen-
tivescovered most of our costs. Our power line
crossesthisland, sowefilledthehalf-mileright
of way withadozen speciesof shrubsand small
trees. We couldn’t have afforded thiswithout
thegovernment’shelp.

However, these incentives don’t exist for
forested or urban landscapes. If landowners
want to convert rights of way traversing
woodlotsto appropriate plants, they must pay
for it all themselves. Thisiswrong. Our gov-
ernment needsto create incentivesto encour-
ageplanting right-sizedtrees, and utility com-
paniescould hel paswell withincentives, edu-
cationand ashift from clear cutting tofollow-
ing their ownright tree, right place slogan.

Weall liketrees, especially when they can
grow where others have been cut, especialy
whenwecanwitnessan otherwisebarrenright
of way filled with the vibrant pink of redbuds
flowering with their own quiet power.

Jim Minick teaches at Radford University
inVirginiaand farms. A poet and essayist, his
latest book is“ Finding a Clear Path.” He
wrote thisessay for the Land Institute’s Prai-
rieWitersCircle, Salina.

Interest in ethanol growing

By John Schlageck
Kansas Farm Bureau

Likeitor not,thegoodol’ U.S. of A. hasan
energy problem.

We are hostage to our overdependence on
imported oil. Look at the statistics: America
consumes one-fourth of the world’s oil sup-
pliesyet hasjust 3 percent of global reserves.
Fully onefourth of our trade deficit isassoci-
ated with oil imports.

The Organization of Petroleum Exporting
Countries produces 40 percent of theworld's
oil and holds 80 percent of proven global re-
serves—and 80 percent of thosearelocatedin
theMiddleEastinlrag, Iranand Saudi Arabia.

Inthe 1970s, whenthiscountry experienced
its first major energy problem, we imported
about one-third of our oil. Today weimport 60
percent. Thisisestimated toriseto 70 percent
in 15 short years.

Whilethisdoesnot bodewell for our future,
there is aroad we can take toward energy
independenc —renewabl efuels. Thispath has
the support of our Kansas congressional del-
egation and those of our neighboring states.

TheRenewableFuel sStandard that recently
passed the Senate hasthe potential to produce
8 hillion gallons of ethanol and biodiesel by
2012. Thiswill help bolster our energy inde-
pendence and just asimportantly, it isbenefi-
cia for Kansas'srural communities, consum-
ersand our rural heritage.

American Farm Bureau Federation projec-
tions say this plan could create 250,000 new
jobsacrossthe country.

Ethanol presentsextraordinary opportunity
for rural Kansas, wherefarmersgrow cornand
milo used to make ethanal. This ethanol pro-
videsavital value-added market thus provid-
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ing an economic boost to rural Kansas.

Ethanol production is the third-largest use
of U.S. corn, utilizing arecord 1.26 billion
bushelsin 2004. The industry processed a
record 11 percent of thedomesticcorncropand
12 percent of thedomesticmilocropintoetha-
nol and valuablefeed co-products.

Just after July 4, the announcement was
made in Goodland that a new power, ethanol
and biodiesel fuel complex wasbeing builtin
northwest Kansas. Thisplantisslatedtogoon
line sometime in thefall of 2006. It will pro-
duce about 25 million gallons of alcohol for
ethanol fuel per year. It isestimated this plant
will bring 100 new jobsto the areawhile pro-
vidinganew grain market for areafarmers.

There's heightened interest in southwest
K ansas, where a consultant has been hired to
study the feasibility of an ethanol plant in
Seward County. Talk isthat anareafrom Gar-
den City to the Texas panhandle easily could
support fiveto seven plants.

Industry supporterssay aplant that produces
50 million gallons of ethanol per year could
generate annual pre-tax earning of more than
$8million. Cattleinthefeedlotsof thisregion
of the state provide a ready market for
distiller’s grain, afeed which is one of the
byproducts of ethanol production.

Kansas has seven ethanol plantsonline, in
Colwich, Garnett, Leoti, Atchison, Garden
City, Russell and Campus, near Oakley.

Kansas production capacity is 170 million
gallons per year using 65 million bushels of
corn and grain sorghum. Other plants, includ-
ing a 50-million-gallon plant project at Pratt
and a 40 million gallon plant project at
Phillipsburg, areinvariousstagesof planning.

Theseplantsrepresent real jobsand real pay-
checkshelpingreal peoplein Kansas. Ethanol
production hel psbenefit consumersacrossour
stateaswell.

Atthiswritingabarrel of oil costsmorethan
$62. Gasoline prices have jumped 36 percent
during the past three years. Ethanol industry
types say thisfuel islowering the price of gas
up to nearly adimeinthe Midwest. Any Kan-
sasfamily will tell you that can add up.

But probably thesinglemost important ben-
efitisthisnation’senvironment andthepeople
wholiveinour communities. Ethanol isoneof
thebesttoolswehavetofightair pollutionfrom
vehicles,andwhodoesn’thaveanongoinglove
affair with acar, truck or boat?

Ethanol contains 35 percent oxygen, and by
adding thiselement tofuel, engineshavemore
completecombustion, whichreducesharmful
tail pipeemissions. Ethanol displacestheuseof
toxic gasoline componentssuch asbenzene, &
carcinogen.

Ethanol just makessense. Ethanol isgoodfor
Kansasland and water, goodfor rural commu-
nities and good for consumers. But more im-
portantly, by producing our own fuel, we are
moving toward energy freedom.

John Schlageck has been writing about
farming and ranchingin Kansasfor 25 years.
Heisthemanagingeditor of * KansasLiving,”
aquarterly magazinededicatedtoagriculture
andrural lifein Kansas.
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