
The Goodland Star-News / Tuesday, July 26, 2005 7

Northwest Kansas District Free Fair
Ranch Rodeo

Wednesday, August 3, 2005, 7 p.m.
Sherman County Fair Grounds

$250 per team
Limited to the first 12 (paid) teams

Contact:
Jon Anderson at 785-899-6478

Napa Auto Parts
1502 Main, Goodland, Kan. 67735

755-899-7511

Have a Safe
and Great Fair Fair Special

Come on in and subscribe to
The Goodland Star-News
 August 1 through
August 15, and get a
6-month subscription
for just $3800

or a full year subscription
for just $6800

Stop by our booth to sign up for our special prizes.

(This special offer limited to subscriptions by  mail in
the northwest  Kansas / Burlington, Colo. trade area.)

1205 S. Main,  Goodland, Kan. 67735, (785) 899-2338
Goodland Star-News

The

The brothers have names for the
pigs, and hope they are in good shape
for the fair. To get them water there
is a trailer with a 500 gallon tank that
is brought out, and there is a trough
to hold the water.

While Mikail hauled water to the
mud hole Taolor got on a pair of boots
and sprayed the pigs. He helped haul
water, and both checked to see there
was enough food.

When she is not working or help-
ing with the swine project, Tammy is
a Certified Nurses Assistant and
works at Wheat Ridge Acres as the
Activity Director. She also works at
KLOE where she is the sports produc-
tion engineer and assistant part-time
supervisor.

“Actually those are titles I made up,”
she said. “I recruit high school students
to help on the weekends. I have been
working for Marty Melia for 14 years
and he has been great to help.

“And I drive all over God’s green
earth with my children.”

Adam Freeman is a Yellow Freight
truck driver who is stationed out of
Kansas City.

Brothers
handle pigs
FREEMAN, from Page 6

Mikail hauled water to the mud holes where the pigs are kept to give
them a place to stay cool in the hot summer heat.

Taolor sprayed the pigs to help keep the flies and other bugs off the
pigs, and was wearing boots to follow the pigs through the mud holes.
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Have a Great & Safe Fair!

1104 West Hwy. 24
 Goodland, Kan. 67735

785-890-7575
www.goodlandgreenline.com

Hawkeye Spraying
Service

Best Wishes NWK District
Free Fair Participants

For All Your
Spraying Needs

Call:  (785) 899-7140
East Highway 24

Good Luck
on your projects

6845 Road 17
 Goodland, KS
(785) 899-6515
(800) 850-6515

Love of animals keeps
Goodland girl in the ring
By Kathryn Burke

The Goodland Star-News
A love of animals is what has kept

a Goodland girl in the ring at the
Northwest Kansas District Free Fair
for the past six years.

Chelsie Gausman, a high school
freshman, has been showing sheep
and pigs at the fair since she was 8
years old.

“I like animals,” she said. “I’m
pretty much an animal lover.”

This year Gausman will show two
sheep, two pigs and her dog at the fair.

Her two sheep, Dixie and Jasper,
take up a lot of her time.

She gets up every morning and heads
to her grandmother and grandfather’s
house in the Armstrong addition to take
her goats for a half hour walk. She said
they walk in a tilled field, making the
sheep work harder and build more
muscles in their hind legs.

“My sheep and pigs keep me busy,”
she said. “I’ve got a lot of time on my

hands in the summer.”
Gausman gives them one-half of a

coffee can of feed in the morning and
in the evening. She said the feed is
specialty formulated for show sheep
and contains 18 percent protein.

Picking a good sheep is key, too.
Gausman said the family tries to get
a sheep from the same line, picking
ones that are offspring from last
year’s group. She said they normally
get a crossbreed sheep.

“You want to look from where the
ribs end,” she said about picking a
sheep adding length is good in a
sheep. “You want them to be long.”

The two she plans to show this year
were raised in Thomas County.

She has two sheep so the animals
get used to being around one another
and are ready for showing.

“It’s companionship, too,” said
Gausman’s mother Shellie. “It’s good
for them.”

For the show, Gausman will shear

the sheep on the Tuesday before. She
said they have to wash the sheep,
shear it and then wash it again.

Then they spray paint the sheep’s
hooves to make them shiny. She said
they clean the ears and eyes with baby
oil next. She said they comb the hair
on the lamb’s legs, making it look
fluffy.

The regiment, she said, is similar to
what every sheep handler does.
Gausman said she learned most of the
tricks from a friend of the family. She
said the friend had experience and he
gave her advice.

When she shows the sheep in the
ring, Gausman uses a halter to move
the animals.

Along with Dixie and Jasper, she
plans to show two pigs. The pigs are
named Queenie and Oreo, or Cookie
(Gausman hasn’t decided on a name
yet).

Chelsie Gausman fed her dog Emmie treats as she practiced for the
dog show at the fair.                         Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-NewsSee GAUSMAN, Page 9
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 24 Hr Towing

Automotive and Truck Repair
Tires/Batteries/Tune-up

*Lube Oil Filter Special 29.95
(most vehicles)

Goodland’s AAA Towing
Facility

Short and Long haul
Now offering car rental service.

Custom BikesCustom BikesCustom BikesCustom BikesCustom Bikes
and Hot Rodsand Hot Rodsand Hot Rodsand Hot Rodsand Hot Rods

Antique Car Restoration
901 Main Ave. • Goodland, Kan.

785-890-8284
Stage Stop Enterprises
owner Mike McGlone

 24 Hr Towing

 24 Hr Towing

Stage Stop
Sinclair
Exit 17 & 19

785-890-8284
 24 Hr Towing

Come see our trailers and mowers
at the farm equipment display!

Financing Available

Mike and Glenda Cochran

2702 Road 64  •  (785) 899-0096

Circle D Trailers

PJ Trailers

While the pigs don’t take as much
time, Gausman does make sure they
are fed properly. The pigs have a self-
feeder, but she has to make sure they
weigh between 220 and 280 pounds
for the show. They are fed a high pro-
tein diet to keep the fat off and put
muscle on.

One of the pigs is too small, she
said, but it has gained 30 pounds since
the Fourth of July.

To show a pig, Gausman said, they
first shear the animal. She said then
they wash the pigs, a process that is
repeated frequently since the animals
like to roll in the mud.

“We wash them quite a bit,” she
said adding they have holes full of
mud in the pigs’ pen.

Gausman has to learn to show the
pigs, too.

She said she remembers the main
rule “keep the pig between the judge
and you.” She said people showing
pigs have to keep eye contact with the
judges and carry a brush in their back
pocket to keep the pig clean.

In the ring, she said, pig handlers
use pressure points to turn the ani-
mals. She said each show at least one
fight breaks out between the big ani-
mals.

She said there are probably more
girls in sheep than pigs, adding that
doesn’t mean girls can’t win in any
category.

“Girls have just as much of a chance
of winning,” she said.

For both contests, Gausman is in
the intermediate classes, the middle
level of classes. She plans to step up
into the senior classes next year.

Raising show animals turns into a
lesson in economics, too. Gausman
makes the initial investment in the
sheep and pigs, spends time caring for
the animals and sells them for a profit
at the end of the fair.

“Most years we do make a profit,”

she said adding that money goes back
into buying next year’s pig.

She said the prize winning sheep
can take home as much as $5 per
pound for 115 to 135 pound animals.

Gausman said she has made more
on the animals each year except for
last when she couldn’t part with a
ewe.

“She gets pretty attached to the
sheep,” said Shellie.

Gausman keeps records of how
much the animals gain each day. For
the past 6 years, she said, they have
kept records of each animal she
shows.

This year, she will only record one
of her projects for the Kansas 4-H
Award Association.

Gausman’s love of animals some-
times turns negative when after the
fair, she has to part with her pets that
are sold at the market.

“The first few years,” she said, “I
cried when I had to sell them. But I’m
getting better.”

She said when they bought her two
sheep for this year’s fair, Dixie and
Jasper, the sheep breeder said her 18-
year-old daughter still cries when she
parts with animals.

“She wasn’t the only one that had
problems getting rid of the lambs the
first years,” said Gausman’s father
Randy who missed the animals, too.

Gausman has sworn off sheep
meat, too, saying she would feel bad
if her sheep were in her stomach.

“I’m never ever going to try it,” she
said.

She does not, however, mind eat-
ing pork chops, ham, bacon, sausage
and other pig products.

“I never really get attached to my
pigs,” she said.

This year Gausman will try some-
thing new when she shows her one-
year-old dog, Emmie.

Emmie is what Gausman calls a

Chelsie Gausman works with he sheep, Dixie and Jasper, every day. She feeds them, takes them for
walks them and gets them ready for their turn in the ring.                        Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

GAUSMAN, from Page 8

She loves the animals

See GAUSMAN, Page 10
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 American Communications
813 Main
Goodland, Kan.

Come check out our house specials!!
* 7 p.m. nights and weekends
* 100 Total free to roam minutes
* Add a line for $9.99
* Refer a friend and receive up to $75 off your bill

219 Main
Sharon Springs

ENJOY THE FAIR

* Some conditions apply

wireless
———————
authorized agent

You’ve worked
hard all year.

Here’s hoping for
success.

723 W. Hwy. 24 • Goodland, Kan.
(785) 899-5628 or 1-800-798-5628

2005 Demo Derby

“Bring the family and enjoy an evening of fun!!!”

$45 - Pre Entry Fee    •   $60 - Fee at the Gate
Compact Cars

$35 - Pre Entry Fee  •  $40 - Fee at the Gate
Pre Entry Deadline August 2

Sponsored by:

Friday,  August 5, 2005
7:30 p.m.

Sherman County FairgroundsAdmission:
Kids up to 5 yrs. old - FREE!
6 to 11 yrs. old - $300

12 & up - $600

Pit Gates Open at 4:30 p.m.
Pit Passes - $20.00

We welcome all car entries!         Gates open at 6 p.m.

Registration for all cars starts at 4:30 p.m.

 The Kiwanis Shack has
Something for Everyone.

Meal deals and the famous Kiwanis
Burger.

“shihorkie,” or a combination Shih
Tzu and yorkie.

She taught Emmie to heal, halt, sit,
lay, sit and lay, lay and stay and stand
for exam, all commands the dog needs
for the show.

“She’s learned a lot,” she said.
For the show, she is only allowed

to say “Emmie” and then the com-
mand while using the choke chain to
make sure she obeys. The dog will be
placed in a showmanship category,
where Gausman will work to keep her
happy.

Emmie and Gausman go to classes
every Monday to learn how to show
a dog. Gausman said they will be
judged on grooming, so she cleans
Emmie’s ears, eyes and teeth. She
said they have to show the dog’s bite
and keep her toenails clipped.

“I’m anxious to see the dog show,”
said Shellie, noting all of the work her
daughter and her dog have been do-
ing.

Over the years, Gausman has won
home grown champion for two years
in a row. The award is given to a pig
grown and raised in Sherman County.

She won a reserve champion over-

all title with sheep three years.
“She’s done very well every year in

4-H,” Shellie said.
Gausman became a member of the

Sunflower 4-H club seven years ago
on the urging of her mother, Shellie.
Shellie grew up on a farm and was a
member of a 4-H club.

Gausman started 4-H with her 16-
year-old brother Ryan. Ryan has been
showing pigs and sheep as long as she
has and is a member of the same 4-H
club. Shellie said Ryan has done other
projects over the years including
rockets and wood working.

Gausman has is the club reporter
this year, which means she takes notes
on the club’s monthly meetings.

Sponsors for the Sunflower 4-H
club are Sonya Vandiver and Jeanne
Irvin.

She said many of her friends are in
the club and she loves hanging out at
the fairgrounds during fair week.

“I enjoy this time of year,” she said
adding the fair comes and goes all to
fast.

She likes the club so much she plans
to continue until she is 18 and then
maybe volunteer to help out after-

Chelsie Gausman feeds her sheep, Dixie and Jasper, one-half of a coffee can of food each morning and
evening.                                                                                                                                                       Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

Dog learning to obey

See GAUSMAN, Page 11

GAUSMAN, from Page 9
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2160 Commerce Road
Goodland, Kan.  67735 • 899-2111

Have fun
at the fair

SUPER CENTER

WHILE IN TOWN STOP IN AND SEE US!!

ADM Grain Co.
410 Railroad, Brewster • 785-694-2286
17th and Wyoming, Goodland • 785-899-3636

Have a good time
at the Fair

1701 Industrial Loop
Goodland, Kan. 67735

1-800-742-9259

Have Fun at the Fair

wards.
When she started out seven years ago,

Gausman showed sheep and pigs. For the first
three years she showed her cat, Lucy, and en-
tered bindmanship and cooking contests.

Gausman is a member of the 4-H Junior Lead-
ers, a club made up of 4-H club members 13-
years-old and up. She said the club serves food
at banquets in town.

Leaders of the Junior Leaders are Mike and
Glenda Corcoran.

When Gausman isn’t working with her ani-
mals, she is spending time golfing or swim-
ming. She said 4-H takes up a big part of her
summer but she has had time for going to the
movies, basketball camp and riding bikes with
friends. Gausman likes to read, and has cur-
rently buried her head into a thick copy of the
new Harry Potter book.

Chelsie Gausman’s sheep see her coming and run to the fence to greet their breakfast
or dinner. Gausman feeds Dixie and Jasper a high protein feed to keep the fat off and
build muscle.                                                                                               Photo by Kathryn Burke/The Goodland Star-News

Show sheep
keep her busy
GAUSMAN, from Page 10

Enjoy the fair! Good family fun!
Come to the fair July 30 - Aug. 6



The Fair Board
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Saturday, July 30
8:00 A.M. Dog Show Registration
8:30 A.M. Dog Show (Livestock Arena)
5:00 P.M. Parade Line Up
6:00 P.M. Parade
7:00 P.M. Concert

Monday, August 1
8:00 A.M. Judging 4-H Foods

Judging 4-H Arts & Crafts
Register 4-H and Open
Horse Show

8:30 A.M. 4-H Lifeskills Judging
9:00 AM. Horse Show and Exploring 4-H
5:00 P.M. Family Fun Night

Tuesday, August 2
8:00 A.M. Check-In All Entries

4-H & Open Class
11:00 A.M. All Entries Close

Flower Judging
1:00 P.M. Judging All Classes

Except Livestock
2:00 P.M. Llama Show
3:00 P.M. Sheep Lead

Goat Show
Rabbits

3:30 P.M. Sheep Show
6:00 P.M. Llama Demonstration
7:00 P.M. Professional Bull Riders

Wednesday, August 3
8:00 A.M. Swine Show
7:00 P.M. Ranch Rodeo

Thursday, August 4
8:00 A.M. Beef Show

Round Robin Showmanship -
30 minutes after beef show

6:00 P.M. Howdy Rowdy Rodeo

Friday, August 5
8:00 A.M.  Livestock Judging Contest
4:30 P.M. 4-H Appreciation BBQ
5:30 P.M. 4-H Livestock Sale
7:00 P.M. Demolition Derby

Saturday, August 6
8:00 A.M. Enter Tri-State
8:30 A.M. 4-H & Open class exhibits

released
9:30 A.M. Registration for Antique

Tractor Pull
11:00 A.M. Antique Tractor Pull
1:00 P.M. Tri-State Royal (Show of Area

Champions)
7:00 P.M. Tractor Pull

Home Owned Carnival open
on the Midway

Monday - Saturday
Hours: 6 p.m. to ??

Saturday, July 30th thru Saturday, August 6th

2005 Northwest Kansas
District Free Fair Schedule

This Page Sponsored By:

www.oznet.ksu.edu/sherman
“For all your entry forms.”


