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from our viewpoint...

Reporter spending
summer in jail

A New York Timesreporter isspendingthemonthinjail
while her sonwaitsfor her to get home.

in October. By that time, her sonwill bein school.
the name of her sourcein astory about aCIA spy.

much to do during President Bush’sfirst term, aspecial
prosecutor was named to find out who spilled the beans.

Thenameof Valerie Plame, wifeof aformer U.S. am-
bassador, wasfirst published by columnist Robert Novak,

grandjury. Miller herself wrote no stories.

and hisemployer saidtheir sourcehad authorizedthemto.
Millerwasnotwillingtobreak apromise, soshe'sinjail.
If courts can order areporter to divulge aconfidential

thereporter might berolled by afederal judge.
It'snot thiscaseisall that important. It'smostly politi-

and VicePresident Dick Cheney havebeeninterviewed.
Top White House aides, especially strategist Karl Rove,
areontheshort list of suspects.

widely known inWashington before her namewas pub-
lished. Her husband was out criticizing the administra-
tion for supposedly ignoring areport he wrote dismiss-

Africa. Shewasmired deeply inthe political mess.
So, it’squite possible no crimewas committed.

got aroundtojailing Miller.

two-thirds of the states (Kansas not included) have one.
Thefederal government definitely needsone.

to beableto shield their sources.

Weall losewhennoonecaninvestigatethegovernment.
New York Times reporters may not be the most popular,
elementinour society, but they do serveanoblepurpose.

son. That’squiteacommitment. —Steve Haynes

No one knows how long Judith Miller might beinthe
dammer. Itmight beuntil afederal grandjury endsitsterm

Miller went tojail rather than givefederal prosecutors

It'sillegal todivulgethenameof asecret agent, and after

who strangely enough, has not been called before the

A Time magazine reporter, Matthew Cooper, did an
about-face at the jailhouse door, and said he' d testify. He

source, then important government misconduct will go
unreported. Sourceswon’t bewillingtotalkif they know

cal; Democrats hopeto find atop administration source
tocrucify overthePlamerevel ations. Both President Bush

Whether thenamingisevenrelevant—orillegal — is
in question, since Plame's role as a CIA operative was

ing theidea Irag had tried to buy nuclear material from

Nevertheless, the prosecutor, Patrick Fitzgerald, has
pushed ahead tojail thereporters. Judge ThomasHogan
found them in contempt in October, but just this month

Thewholething points up the need for ashield law to
allow reportersto keep sources confidential. Morethan

Nationally, newspaper and FirstAmendment groupsare
renewing thepush for ashieldlaw, not becausereporters
want special privileges, but becausethewatchdogsneed

Judy Miller thinksit’sworth missing summer with her
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Fun getting down and dirty in the garden

I’ ve been getting down and dirty nearly every
day, and | loveit.

It'sal part of my new philosophy of garden-
ing—don'ttrytodoit all at once.

I’ ve been taking 10to 15 minutesmost morn-
ingsand evenings and working in the garden —
weeding, mul ching, weeding, planting, weeding,
staking, weeding.

Asyoumight have guessed, my biggestjobis
weeding, andthefoxtails, elmtrees, dandelions,
crab grassand morning gloriesgrow faster than
| canpull.

Morning finds me on my knees, wiggling my
way throughthecornstalkstowherel left off the
night before. After about 10 minutesof pulling, |
carefully back out of the corn with handfuls of
weeds and dump them on a pilein the corner of
the patio.

The garden isn't perfect, but the 10-to-15-
minute regimen has gotten it alot cleaner and
made mealot happier than theold way.

That waswaiting until | had timeto weed the
garden.

| never hadtimetoweedthegarden.. Therewas
alwaysthelaundry todo, dishesto put away, din-

cynthia
haynes

® Open season

ner tofix, storiesto edit and napsto take. There
wasnever that hour | needed toweedthegarden.
Andif therewastime, it wastoo hot or toodry to
weed.

You can't go out in 99-degree heat at midday
to garden. And you can’t expect the weeds to
comeout by their rootsif thegroundissodry that
the tomato plants are requesting glasses of wa-
ter.

Now, wewater twiceaweek at night and by 8
or 9am., theground isdamp but not wet, theair
isstill cool andthegardenisstill inthe shade of
thegarage.

| get down on my hands and kneesand go for
it.

Of course, you canweed standing up and | ean-
ingover, butit’shardto breathethat way and the

next day your back will bekillingyou. Youcould
sitdown, but weplant thingspretty closetogether
andyou'll likely sit on azucchini that way.

So| sneak intothegarden, tiptoeing al ong the
back row of corn to get to the zucchini and yel-
low sguash, or kneeling down and crawling be-
tween therows.

By thistime of the year, corn and squash are
about all thereisleftinthemaingarden. Wehave
tomatoes, cucumbers and green peppers grow-
ing in a 36-inch strip on the south side of the
house.

Thisiseasy toweed, sinceall | havetodois
kneel in the grass and reach under the plantsto
pull theinterlopers. Still, it takestwotothree10-
minute periodsto get the section cleared.

| think if | didn’t have so much help from the
cats, it might befaster, but they always seem to
think that anytimel’ minany part of the garden,
I’mintheirterritory. Thecornandtomatoplants
makeshady placestosleep, and peoplejustdon’t
usually get down nose-to-nose with them.

Well, moveit Furball, you' relying onaweed,
and | only have another minute and ahalf today
togetridof it.

Bush should not fire Karl Rove

By Dick Morris

The"gotcha” gameisinfull swinginWash- |

ington as the vultures circle slowly over the
White House, hoping for Karl Rove'sscalp.

Theritualizedhomicide/suicideiswell-pro- | = = =~

grammed. A WhiteHouseinsi der i saccused of
doing something, the news media hype the
story and, finally, without proof or presump-
tion of innocence, the staffer resignsso asnot
tobecomea* distraction” fromthepresident’s
agenda.

But maybethistimethecyclecanbestopped
beforeit runsitsbloody course.

Karl Rovedidnothingwrong. Thestatutehe
allegedly violated has a number of very spe-
cifictriggers. Thepersonwhorevea stheiden-
tity of acovert CIA operative hastointend to
uncover her identity, know sheisacovert op-
erativeand know that heisblowing her cover.

Thelawisdesignedtostopthelikesof Philip
Agee, whose 1975 book I nside the Company
reveal ed secret Cl A informationtosell books.
Rove'sactionsareafar stretch fromthosethe
statute was designed to cover.

Rove did not call Time magazine's Matt
Cooper. Cooper called him. He did not men-
tion Valerie Plame’'s name. He may not have
even known it. He had no intent to reveal her
identity. The context of the conversation was
that Rovewastryingtodisabuse Cooper of the
impressionthat Cl A Director GeorgeTenet had
been the moving force in choosing former
Ambassador Joe Wilson to investigate the
nuclear dealings reported to be going on in
Niger.

Rove said that it was not Tenet who pushed
the appointment but that it likely stemmed
from the fact that Wilson’s wife “apparently
works' at the CIA.

Tocall that conversationadeliberaterevel a-
tionof anagent’sidentity designedtoblow her
cover isafar, far stretch of the statute’ sword-
ing and intent.

But just as Rove did not intend to blow
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Plame's cover, so the Democrats demanding
hishead arenot very interestedinuphol dingthe
statuteinquestion. Their motivesarepolitical.
They want revenge against Rove for his suc-
cessful rolein piloting the Bush election and
re-electioncampaigns, andthey want tobesure
that Bush doesnot haveaccesstoKarl’sadvice
intheremaining yearsof hissecond term.

Washington is a mean town, where human
sacrifice has been raised to an art form. But
Karl Rove does not deserve thisfate. He has
servedloyally andwell, resi stingenormousop-
portunitiestoleavemidway andreapabonanza
of incomeinthe private sector. He has shown
himsel f tobeaman of uncommonintegrity and
selflessnessinservingthisadministrationand
thiscountry. Heshould not betossed tothepar-
tisanwolves.

Bush, having appointed a special prosecu-
tor and pledgedtofireanyonewhowasrespon-
siblefor revealing Plame’ sidentity, cannot just

where to write

sweep the matter under therug. But he should
allow Roveto clear hisnamethrough the nor-
mal process of investigation and testimony.

He should keep Rove onboard, stipulating
only that hefully answer all questionsfrom e
grand jury, should the prosecutor need him tc
appear again.

If Roveisindicted or even named as atar-
get, Bushwill havetolethimgo. But that’ snot
goingto happenbased onthecurrent facts, anc
Bush should not let himself be pushed ahead
of the processby firing Rove.

Indeed, thereissomequestionthat thereport-
erswho took Rove's lead, looked up Plame's
nameand publishedit may themsel vesbemore
likely to haveviolated the statute than isRove
himself. Whoever took the information Rove
provided and named Plamewas, infact, delib-
erately outing a CIA operative and may be
better fit for thelaw’sintent than Karl Rove.

Bush should not fire Rove. He should stick
by him until or unlessthe criminal investiga:
tionmakesit evident that hemay haveviolated
thelaw. Otherwise, he should stay on thejob.

Dick Morriswas an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years.© 2005 Dick Morris, All Rights
Reserved. Distributed by CagleCartoonsinc.
www.caglecartoons.com.
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House Office Building, Washington, D.C.
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State Rep. Jim Morrison, State Capitol
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@house.state.ks.us
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