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Today
* Sunset, 8:03 p.m.
Saturday
* Sunrise, 5:45a.m.
* Sunset, 8:02 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 67 degrees
* Humidity 27 percent
* Sky sunny
* Winds south 18 mph.
+ Barometer 30.18 inches

and steady

* Record High today 104° (1943)
* Record Low today 48° (1971)

Last 24 Hours*
High Wednesday 80°
Low Wednesday 50°

Precipitation none
This month 1.47
Year to date 9.75
Normal 13.45

The Topside Forecast

Today: Mostly sunny, high
around 96, low near 62, winds
south southwest 10-33 mph. Sat-
urday: Mostly sunny with a 20 per-
centchance of showers and thun-
derstorms after noon, high around
99, low around 63, winds south
southwest 7-13 mph.

Extended Forecast
Sunday: Mostly sunny, high near
96, low around 64. Monday: Mostly
sunnywith aslight chance of show-

ers at night, high around 93.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings compiled at midnight.

Noon
Wheat — $3.03 bushel
Posted county price — $3.01
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn— $2.04 bushel
Posted county price — $1.98
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $1.67 bushel
Soybeans — $6.02 bushel
Posted county price — $6.19
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $5 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.70 cwit.
NuSun — $10.70 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection—Ask
Pinto beans — $25

(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

City to raise
rates, taxes

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Dropping water revenueand ris-
ingelectrical costshaveput thecity
commission in atough position as
they prepared the budget for next
yesr.

Decisions made in the work ses-
sionsearlier in July will bethe sub-
ject of the budget hearing at 5 p.m.
Monday aspart of thecity meeting.

The commission wrestled with
redfiguresinthewater and el ectric
funds, and decidedthat raisingrates
wasthebest way to bring theseinto
balance.

Estimates are that the rate in-
creasesforwater and el ectricity plus
theincreaseinproperty taxesfor the
general fund will be about $22 a
month next year.

Thewater fundhasbeenadropin
revenues over the past three years.
Despitearateincreasethisyear the
revenuesare below the budget, and
City Clerk Mary Volk estimated a
lossof $184,000for next year with-
out adjustmentsby thecommission.

A portion of thelossin thewater
fund was because the department
has been paying one-third of the
annual payment for Steever Water
Park. The commission decided to
move the $95,000 payment to the
general fund cutting in half the
shortfall inthewater department.

Volk said the current monthly
water rate hereis$7.60 for thefirst
300 cubic feet and 95 centsper 100
cubicfeet after that. A cubicfoot is
about 7.48 gallons of water which
means the 300 cubic feet is about
2,200 gallons.

Commissioner JoshDechant said
with the pool payment of $95,000

taken out, the city could raise the
base to about $11 a month and the
water fund would break even. That
would be nearly a 50 percent in-
creaseinthewater base.

“Take the pool out and go to
$11.25 on base,” Mayor Rick Bill-
inger said.

The commissioners agreed the
$11.25 should be enough, and
agreedtomovethepool payment to
the general fund,

Onthegenera fund, Volk saidshe
took $95,000fromwater and moved
it to the general fund for the pool
payment. She took out $1,000 for
grassin recreation, and then ad-
justed mosquitospray upby $1,040.
That made anet change of $95,040
for the general fund.

She said with the extrapool pay-

ment, the property tax levy would
have to go up 6.84 mills over last
year.
Taking a$50,000 homeasan ex-
ample, Volk said the property taxes
would increase $32.83 a year, or
about $2.75 amonth.

Thecommissionersturnedtothe
electric department. Electric
seemedtheeasiesttofix despitethe
fact it showed $409,000 in the red
based onthebudget estimates. Volk
saidtheproblemisnot knowing how
much power will cost after the Sun-
flower Electric contract expiresin
May. There are indications the co-
operative could doubleits charges.

Mayor Billinger asked whenrate
adjustments have to be made to
bring the electric department rev-
enues up.

Volk said thecommissionshould

See BUDGET, Page 9a

New flag pole set In cement
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Tom Rohr (right) helped pour cement for his son Matt's Eagle Scout project, setting up a 60 foot
flag pole onthe northeast corner of U.S. 24 and Cherry Ave. After crews set up the pole, it was kept
in place by ropes for the 72 hours needed for the cement to dry. See story, photos on Page 5a.
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Student drug testing to begin in August

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Goodland High School students
whowant to participateinextracur-
ricular activitieswill havetolineup
and give samples for drug testing
next month.

Thetesting will start with every-
one involved in school activities
giving aurine sampleat the start of
school. Kidswho play will then be
subject to random testing each
month aslong asthey areinthe ac-
tivities.

High School Principal Harvey
Swager said hewanted to start with
atest for everyone signed up for
extra curricular activities. He said

that would cost about $800 for ev-
eryone. After that, he said, they
wouldtest 10 percent of the student
populationinextracurricular activi-
tieseach month.

He said the test resultswould be
screened before they come to the
school. Adoctor will look at thetests
and false positives will be weeded
out by calling the student’s guard-
ians. Officialsat the school will be
notified only when the doctor and
the company are sure thetest iden-
tifiesatruepositive.

Swager saidthedrugtestingisset
up to prevent the kids from facing
legal or academic punishment. Stu-
dentswill be punished through tak-

ingaway extracurricular activities.

“We want it non-punitive,” he
said.

After talking with Sherman
County Attorney Bonnie Selby,
Swager said, hefound theschool is
not legally required to tell police
about positiveresults.

“Sothey don’t get turned into the
police and their grades don’t get
hurt,” he said.

Thetest wouldbeadministeredto
all extracurricular activitiesin the
school. Swager said that includes
Family Career Community L eaders
of America, X Pressos, athleticsand
more.

Board member Fritz Doke said

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

New facial
service open

Deedi Hoss brushed spe-
cial Bioelement skin care
oils on the face of Mona
Carver. Hoss demonstrated
the skin product and facial
available through The Total
Look. Story, photo on Page
8a.

Cold relief for hot days

through Friday.

Laramie Farris, 8 (right) and Carlee Cooper, 8 (left) took advantage of the hot weather Monday to
make some money selling cold juice at 221 Kansas. Cooper was waving a sign to attract custom-
ers while Farris took money from Colton Cooper, 9, Kyler Amthor, 9 and Cooper Slough, 10. The
temperature is expected to be back near 100 this weekend as the Northwest Kansas District Free
Fair kicks off Saturday with the dog show in the morning and parade that evening. The fair runs
Photo by Tom Betz/The Goodland Star-News

they would cover roughly 70 per-
cent of all studentsthroughthistest-
ing.

Board member Marty Melia
asked Swager and High School site
council member Jeff Masonwhy the
council came up with drug testing.

Mason said the council thought
testing could cut down on illegal
drug activity not caught by thedrug
dog.

“Weseeitasapositive,” headded.
“Where students have another rea-
sontosay ‘no.’ Itgivesthemanother
out.”

Mason said parents on the coun-
cil alongwiththefour kids, student
representatives from each class,

liked theideaof drug testing.

Jeff Deeds, farmer and parent of
a high school student, said imple-
menting a drug testing program
could disenfranchise a lot of stu-
dents.

“You'rereally gonnaseparatethe
kidsout,” hesaid.

Students who are more suscep-
tible to using drugs, Deeds said,
would benefit most from the posi-
tiveinfluenceof acoach or sponsor.

Board member Dick Short said
those influences coupled with the
testing could hel pget kidsoff drugs.

“If youreally wantedtogoout (for

See SCHOOL, Page 9a

Resignation leaves
school board short

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

The Goodland School Board is
looking for someonetofill aboard
seat | eft empty by theresignation of
Danny Whalen, whohasbeenonthe
board for two years.

Inhisletter totheboard, Whalen,
owner of Goodland’sDairy Queen,
said he was resigning for personal
reasons. Whalen was not available
for comment thisweek, but reports
have said he is moving to Castle
Rock, Colo., but will continue to
manage the Dairy Queen here.

Theempty seat will befilledby an
appointment by current board mem-
bers.

Superintendent Marvin Selby
saidtheboard must publishanotice
stating they are planning to fill the
seat. The appointment can be made
not morethan 15 days after the no-
ticeis published in The Goodland
Sar-News.

Thenoticeisintoday’sedition of
thepaper, makingAug. 13theearli-
est theboard could makean appoint-
ment. Selby said the board could
scheduleinterviewsassoonasMon-
day, Aug. 8, but could not decide
until Aug. 13.

Hesaidtheboardcaninterview as

many potential candidates as they
want or asfew. Thedecisionandin-
terviews, hesaid, must bedoneine
public forum because the seat is
elected. Theboardisallowedtodis-
cuss" non-elected personnel” inpri-
vate, but not for an elected seat.

Whalen has served two years of
hisfour year term so the appointee
will beserving theremainder of his
term and then beup for re-election.

Selby asked board members if
they have any specific questions
they want to ask candidates.

“What types of things do you
want to know about theperson?’ he
said.

For interview questions, he said,
the Kansas Association of School
Boards would make a good re-
source. Hesaid theboard could just
ask candidates to tell them some-
thing about themsel vesor why they
want to be on the board.

Board member Fritz Doke askeo
what would happenif theboard had
atiewhilechoosinganew member.
Selby saidatievoteisnull; with six
member board, they would need
four yesvotesto chose someone.

Selby told board memberstotalk
topeoplewhomight beinterestedin
sitting on the board.



