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County reviews trash bailer building plan

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

Thenewtrashbailerwill arrivenext
spring, and Sherman County commis-
soners are moving ahead with plans
for the building addition at thetrans-
fer station to housetheequipment.

Curt Way, publicworksdirector,
talked to the commissioners
Wednesday about a proposed con-
struction management agreement
with RhoadsConstructiontogetthe
building project moving.

Commissioner Kevin Rasure
said he would listen to the discus-
sion, but would not be voting be-
cause of a potential conflict of in-
terest inthe project.

“We need to get the ball rolling to
havethebuildingupbythetimethetrash
compactorarrivesnextyesar,” Way said.

He showed the commissionersa
proposal |etter from Rhoadslaying
out what the company would do as
part of aconstruction management
agreement.

Theletter said Rhoadswould so-
licit bidsfrom contractors, and the
county couldreview thebidsto de-
terminewhich onewould buildthe
building. The county could choose
thematerials, and what partsof the
project Rhoadswould monitor.

Way saidasking Rhoadstohandle
theconstructionmanagement would
insure the project would be donein
an organized manne.

“Rhoads will do the scheduling
and watch over the project,” Way
said. “ They will seek local contrac-
torsfor specificpartsof theproject,
and have contacts to find people

outsideif necessary.”

Commissioner Mitch Tiede said
it sounded good, but wondered
what thefeefrom Rhoadswould be.

Way said hedid not haveaformal
quotefrom Rhoads, but expected it
wouldbeabout 10 percent ontop of
theactual cost of thetrash compac-
tor building.

Commissioner Chuck Thomas
asked what portion of the project
could the county do.

Way said he thought the county
could get the concrete work done,
but that would have to be coordi-
nated with the contractor for the
buildingtobesureitiscoordinated.

He said the leachate collection
system is one area where there
might havetobean outsidecontrac-
tor who is qualified through the

School to start drug testing

SCHOOL, from Page la

an activity),” he said, “wouldn’t you be strong
enoughtosay ‘no’ ?’

Short added studentswould have an extrareason
toget and stay clean.

“Youstraightenup,” hesaid coachescouldtell stu-
dents. “Youcandoit.”

Doke said the boundaries for the testing would
help to givekidswarningsbefore they werekicked
out of theactivity all together.

“They’ Il say, | better not do that again,” he said.

Swager said anational drugtestingrepresentative
told him extracurricular participationincreased by
11 percent nationally when school sstarted drug test-
ing.

He said therepresentative said kidsliked having
an“out” whenit cameto drug use.

“It surprised me,” said Swager. “1 thought there
would beadecline.”

Board membersasked about asuggestiontodrug
test coaches, too.

“1 don’t think anyone is opposed to it,” Swager
said adding the cost iswhat limitsthe school .

Selby said because of teacher contracts, the dis-
trict doesnot test teachers. Certified staff could only
betested on avolunteer basis.

“1 don’t seewhy thekidshaveto be(tested) if the
adultsaren’t,” said Deeds.

He added a high school coach could be addicted to
prescription drugsand no onewoul d know about it.

“You' resendingthewrong messagethere,” Deeds
said. “You'resayingkidsare bad, adultsaregood.”

Swager said school administratorscantest teach-
ersif they havejust cause or reason to believe they

He added the goal for drug testing isto help kids
fight peer pressure. He said adultscan say ‘no,” but
peer pressureisastrong forcefor ateenager.

Board member Amy Sederstrom said when she
wasaNCAA athlete competing in track and field,
shewastested for drugs.

“1 hadnoproblemwithit,” shesaid. “ It makesita
level playingfield.”

Sederstrom said she felt better knowing others
weren't using performance enhancing drugs.

Dokesaid starting drug testing in high school isa
good lifelesson.

“Therekidsare gonnahave agood chance of be-
ing tested later on,” he said adding heworked for a
company where hewasrandomly tested for drugs.

Dokesaid asan adult, some peoplearetested and
their lively hood isin the balance.

Meliasaid heisalwaysweary of doing something
that other schoolsin the area aren’'t doing yet. He
added a similar program was well received in
Brewster, and ensuringthat kidsstay off drugsisim-
portant.

“Wewant to protect our kids,” hesaid.

Swager asked if thedistrict would liketo havean
outside group performthetest or if they should test
in-house.

“Wewant anoutsidegroup,” said board president
Jane Philbrick.

“You can't takethe chance,” added Doke.

The board agreed to implement the program for
the 2005 to 2006 school year.

Details will be determined by the drug testing
committee and approved by the board | ater.

Philbrick said the drug testing will be reviewed
again next year to determineif it hasbeen effective.

aredoing drugs.

Edson gym opening delayed

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

Thedoorsof theold Edson school
gym will stay closed for another
month as the California man who
purchased the building has been
delayed again.

Jeff Soper wasforcedtoput off the
opening of the new Fleaand Farm-
ersMarket datedtogointothegym.

“1 had alittle setback,” he said,
explaining that his step-mother,
Mary, fell and broke her hip last
weekend.

He said Mary suffers from
Alzheimer’s Disease and his 81-
year-old father, Lou, can nolonger
take care of her himself.

“I"'mdoingthebest | can,” hesaid.
“My family comestop priority.”

Soper has set the new date of ar-
rival for mid September.

He said the accident will delay

him about twoweeks, fromAug. 5.

Instead of following hisoriginal
plan to open the gym ready or not,
Soper will wait and set up before
opening.

He bought the gym to use as a
market to sell items he buys from
auctioned off storage units.

Soper decidedtowaittoopenthe
gymbecausehewantsto betherep-
resentative of hisbusiness.

“l wanttorepresentwhat I’ mtry-
ingtodo,” hesaid, adding heisin-
terested in hel ping the community
grow and have a place for com-
merce.

“1 do have an attitude. It's not a
bad attitude, it'san ‘1’ mgonnasuc-
ceed attitude.” There's nothing
negative about me.”

Hehad plannedtoleavethebusi-
nessinthehandsof otherswhilehe
traveled back and forth to Califor-

Fair

"

County

July 18-

Daze

Aug. 13

With every car purchased

Taylor MOTORS.:

will contribute $250 to the County
Fair/Carnival/4-H of your choice!!

“Used Car Headquarters
of NW Kansas!” GM

» At Southwind Plaza, Colby, KS ~ 460-3317 = .
= www.taylor-motors.com ~ 800-834-2338

nia. Now he wants to fill the gym
withitemsfrom hisstoragelockers
and set up before opening.

“We'll wait until we have it
right,” hesaid. “I just want to rep-
resent thegym positively.”

Soper is planning to bring Lou
and Mary to Kansas to live with
him, too, but will waittomakesolid
arrangements.

With the extra time, Soper has
made arrangements to add carpet-
ingtothegym. Hesaidtheaddition
will help protect thegym floor.

Herecently bought acommercial
grill and stoveand chairsfor anout-
door concession stand.

Soper said heis still excited to
check out thegym andthearea. He
apologized for keeping everyone
waiting, too.

“| just feel bad because | know
everyone' swaitingforme,” hesaid.

state Department of Healthand En-
vironment.

The commissioners agreed to
haveWay negotiatewith Rhoadson
aformal construction management
agreement to be presented at the
next meeting on Tuesday, Aug. 9.

“The baling system will give us
more options,” Way said, “espe-
cialywhenthereisbadweather.We
won'’t haveto go to Finney County
like we did after the rain Monday.
It was niceto havetherain, but we
were not ableto usethelandfill.”

As part of the bailer project the
county will havetoupgradethepower
a thetransfer stationWay said.

“Thecity will havetoupgradethe
power tothreephase,” hesaid. “We
need to have it underground from
theentrancetothebuilding. Maybe

wecan negotiatewiththecity about
thecost.”

Way said he talked to Charlie
Bandel, el ectric distribution super-
intendent from the city, about the
need for morepower and thetrans-
fer station, andwastold thecity will
have to bring in new lines to up-
gradethe power.

“1 will cost alittle more,” Tiede
said, “butweneedtogetitright. We
aredoing amagjor facelift.

“We need to keep this project
moving forward to be ready when
thebailer showsupinthespring.”

Tiede made the motion to give
Way permission to contact Rhoads
about the management agreement
and Thomas seconded. Rasure ab-
stained because of the potential
conflict of interest where Rasure

Lumber couldbenefit fromthepur-
chaseof material sfor thetrash com-
pactor building.

Thecommissionersdiscussedthe
payment schedule for the bailer.
They approved adown payment of
$58,000in May, whichwas 20 per-
cent onthebailer and 20 percent on
the conveyor.

Under the contract for the bailer
the county will pay another 20 per-
cent about two months beforeiit i
shipped, and 50 percent when it is
shipped.

Thebailer and conveyor aretobe
delivered in early spring, and the
commissioners expect to makethe
second payment of $45,000in De-
cember. Thetotal price of the con-
veyor and bailer is $319,000 to be
paid out of the solid waste fund.

Citytoraise utility rates, taxes
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do arate study and look at what
might be needed. She said it could
be done later in the year, but the
numbershavetobepluggedintothe
budget.

“How often can we change the
rates?’ asked Commissioner Dechant.

“As often as we have to,” Volk
replied.

“We need that wind power to
help, Commissioner Annette
Franklin said. “We've got to think
out of thebox to makethishappen.”

Thenew power purchasecontract
signed with Goodland Energy Re-
sourceswill beapositive part of the
electrical rate adjustment. Thecon-
tract approved last Thursday, calls
for the city to purchase power at 47
centsper kilowatt hour for fiveyears
oncethenew coal-fired power plant
comesonlineinthefall next year.

Anaddendumtothecontract says
the city and Goodland Energy Re-
sourceswill negotiateover thenext
90 days a short term contract to
cover the period between Juneand
September next year. The city’s
contract with Sunflower Electricis
dueto end on May 31, and the new
power plantisexpectedtobeinop-
eration by September.

Rod Blake, city power plant su-
perintendent, and Mark Justus, of
RenewableResources, toldthecity
they would work together tofind a

power sourceto protect thecity dur-
ing the summer months next year.
The commission decided not to
raise the sewer rates in the budget
for next year, but there was a con-
sensus among the commissioners
that once a plan for anew sewage
treatment plant is determined the
rateswill havetoincreasetopay for
thenew plant. Estimated costtore-
place the sewage treatment plant
range from $4-$7 million.
Thebudget includesamaximum
fivepercent merit pay raisefor city
employees. Theseraiseswill bere-
viewed on the employees annual
hiredate, andrai sesmay rangefrom
onepercenttofivepercent basedon
the recommendation from the de-
partment head.
Thereisanincreaseof $8,000for
thelibrary with half going to elec-
triccostsandabout $2,000for rai ses
for thelibrary employees.
Inhisreport JimVonFeldt, audi-
tor from VonFeldt, Bauer and
VonFeldt of Larned, said the city
was financially in good shape, but
did mention the drop in water rev-
enuesandtheslimmarginsinsewer
andelectricasareasfor thecommis-
siontowatch inthefuture.
Intheaudit report VonFel dt pre-
sented charts, which compared
Goodland’smill levy andtotal dol-
larslevied per person to surround-
ing cities.
Comparing cities Goodland

(50.06 mills for 2004) was lower
than Concordia (55.47), Russell
(53.60) and Larned (73.84). The
city washigher than Colby (37.87)
and Paola(44.24).

Looking at the total dollars lev-
ied per person Goodland was the
second lowest at $727 with Larned
being thelowest at $650. Thehigh-
est was Paola $994, Colby $860,
Russell $788 and Concordia$730.

Other items on the commission
agendafor Monday:

» Appointment of Jeff Mason as
city attorney replacing Peery War-
renwhoretired at theend of July.

« Approval of bidsfor therunway
safety areaimprovement.

« Approveachangeorder for the
airport lighting project.

« Approvean ordinance explain-
ing the increase in tax revenue
needed for the 2006 budget.

« Approve payments to Miller
Construction for work completec
on the Pioneer Park project. Ap-
prove payments to Evans, Bierly,
Hutchisonand Associatesfor engi-
neering work on the Pioneer Park
project. Approve payment to
Strukel Electric for work done on
the airport lighting project. Ap-
prove requests for reimbursement
from the Kansas Department of
Transportationfor the Pioneer Park
project, andfromtheFederal Avia-
tion Administration for the airport
lighting project.
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. Rah-rah
. Yard adornment
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43. All spruced up 70. Walk of Fame 11. Linchpin's place 49. Didn't have
44. Strung along implant 12. Train in the ring 51. Like a symbol
46. Be dependent 71. To the warning 13. Poker winnings 53. Take forcibly
47. Acted the fink track, say 18. Display stands 55. Needed aspirin
48. Bricklayer's tool 72. Scrambled, like a 23. Like cranberries 56. Telemarketer's tool
50. Borden bovine spy's message 25. Pugilist, while 57. Did some darning
52. Feathery training alone 58. Drill parts
accessories DOWN 28. Cowardly Lion 59. Send forth
54. Table leavings 1. Snapshots, portrayer 60. When tripled, a
58. Former Destiny's slangily 29. Shopping binge "Seinfeld" catch
Child member 2. Safe havens 31. Two-tone cookie phrase
61."__'nuff!" 3. Hits the sauce 32. Osso buco, e.g. 61. Word on an
62. Friend of Fidel 4. Hoppy brew 33. Business sign octagon
63. Giant-screen 5. Flat occupant abbr. 65. Place for a tack
format 6. Roman called "The  34. Margarita 66. __-Magnon
64. Food for young Elder" ingredient
felines 7. Cockpit fig. 35. In excess of
67. It ebbs and flows 8. Yeats and Keats, 36. Generic pooch
68. Operatic Pinza for two 38. Door sign
69. "Goodnight" girl of 9. Second 42. Poet Percy __
song (substitutes) Shelley
10. Eisenhower, asa ~ 45. Gas in signs
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