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noon Monday

|Today
* Sunset, 7:59 p.m.
Wednesday
* Sunrise, 5:48 a.m.
* Sunset, 7:58 p.m.

Midday Conditions
* Soil temperature 78 degrees
* Humidity 26 percent
* Sky sunny
* Winds southwest 14 mph.
+ Barometer 30.10 inches

and falling

* Record High today 108° (1938)
* Record Low today 50° (1927)

Last 24 Hours*

High Sunday 100°
Low Sunday 60°

Precipitation none
This month 1.47
Year to date 9.75

Normal 13.88

The Topside Forecast

Today: Mostly sunny and hot,
highnear 100, low near 67, winds
south southwest 8-15 mph.
Wednesday: Mostly sunny and
hot with a 20 percent chance of
showers and thunderstorms, high
around 98, low around 62, winds
southwest 8-10 mph.

Extended Forecast

Thursday: Partly cloudy with a
20percentchance of showers and
thunderstorms, high around 83,
low around 57. Friday: Partly
cloudy, high around 86, low 61.

(National Weather Service)
Get 24-hour weather info. at 162.400 MHz.
* Readings compiled at midnight.

Noon
Wheat — $3.01 bushel
Posted county price — $3.03
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Corn—$2.01 bushel
Posted county price — $1.98
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Milo — $1.64 bushel
Soybeans — $5.91 bushel
Posted county price — $6.20
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Millet — $5 hundredweight
Sunflowers
Oil current crop — $9.70 cwt.
NuSun — $10.70 cwt.
Loan deficiency pmt. — 0¢
Confection —Ask
Pinto beans — $25

(Markets by Mueller Grain, Sigco Sun,
Frontier Equity Co-op and 21st Century
Bean. These may not be closing figures. )

More local
news and
views from
your
Goodland
Star-News

East wins
Shrine Bowl

Goodland’s Brock Lohr
(right) moved in to disrupt a
play by the East Squad’s
offense during Saturday’s
Shrine Bowl in Manhattan.
The East beat the West 17-
10inthe 32nd annual game.
Photo, story on Page 12.

District fair

action

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

If you wanted to catch the most
candy ever throwninahalf hour, the
placewastobeonMainAve. Satur-
day eveningfor theNorthwest Kan-
sasDistrict Free Fair parade.

Businesses, clubs, politiciansand
beauty queenswere out in forceto
entertainandstirupspiritforthefair.
4-H clubs promoted thefair theme,
“AWhedin Squeelin’ Good Time
with pigsgaloreon their floats.

L eadingthingsoff withsirensand
lights were the Goodland Police
Department, the Sherman County
Sheriff’s Department, Sherman
County Emergency Medical Ser-
vicesand the Goodland and the ru-
ral firedepartments.

A “Redneck Squealin’ Ranch,”
complete with pieces of a broken-
down truck and outhouses, rolled
down the street. The Red Hat
Saociety’s red and purple were dis-
played by the Good Samaritan
Center’s Chatter Hatters, and the
Boy Scouts, Rotary andtheVeterans
of Foreign Wars had floats.

Combines, tractors and farm
implementsin avariety of colors
made their way down the street.
Goodland Greenline was out in
forcewiththeJohn Deeregreen, but
alargered Case-IH tractor didn’'t get
lost in the crowd. An old
McCormick Farmall and several
older John Deeres made their way
into thelineup.

Following the parade, onlookers
could get abreak fromtheheat with
freeicecreamatthefairgrounds.An
upbeat gospel concert by Darin Ri-
chardson followed. He performed
with help from Richard Bauman,
RobinRains,Noel Ramirezand Ben
Coats, youth pastor at Calvary Gos-
pel Church.

Fair eventsthisweekincludePro-
fessional Bull Ridersat 7 p.m. to-
night, the Ranch Rodeo 7 p.m.
Wednesday and the Howdy Rowdy
Rodeo for kids 6 p.m. Thursday.

Friday’s events include the 4-H
AppreciationBarbecueat4:30p.m.,

County

By Tom Betz
The Goodland Star-News

A bond attorney from Wichita
talked about optionsfor asalestax
to pay for ajoint city-county road
project with the Sherman County
commissioners on Wednesday.

Kevin Cowan with the firm
Gilmore and Bell, which the com-
missionershavehiredtohandlesev-
eral county bond projects, said he
was pleased to see the city and
county doing the roads as a joint
project. Hesaiditwouldbeeasierto
have the city increase it’s current
salestax than to get approval from
the Legislature to do a countywide
increase.

Thecity and county commission-
ers have met a couple of times to
discusstheproject, and at asession
in late May agreed the total would
beabout $11 million. Thecommis-
sioners agreed the best way to pay
for the bill was to pass a one-cent
salestax, estimating it would take
about 10yearsto pay off theproject.

Cowanitwill bemoredifficultto

begins

the4-H Livestock Saleat 5:30 p.m.
andtheDemolition Derby at 7 p.m.

Saturday’s events include an
AntiqueTractor Pull at 11 am., the
Tri-State Royal Show of Area
Championsat 1 p.m. and aTractor
Pull at 7 p.m.

The Home Owned Carnival will
openonthe Midway at 6 p.m. each
evening.

Rod Miller (right) dressed as a
mother and took his children,
Cheyenne and Colter Miller,
along with the “baby’s” laundry,
on aride down Mainin the North-
west Kansas District Free Fair
parade. The bicycle pushing a
wheelchair earned first place in
the “other” category. Members of
the Country Clovers 4-H Club
(below) had a“Wheelin’ Squeelin’
Good Time” on their float.

Photos by Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

explores sales-tax ideas for roads

use acountywide salestax because
thatwouldtakespecia legidationin
Topekatoallowthecounty toaskthe
votersto approve acountywidetax
issue.

“1 agreeitwould beeasier for the
county to finance things,” Cowan
said. “ The city has more difficulty
financing projects out of the city
limits. The laws give the county
moreauthority to do roads, butitis
not asclear for thecity to do unless
these are connecting links.”

Commissioner KevinRasuresaid
all the roads being considered are
major connectinglinkswiththecity.

Cowan said he had looked at the
sales tax the county did in 1999 to
do repairs and chip sealing on the
main road across the county.

“You had special legislation for
thelast one,” he said, “but the De-
partment of Revenueistryingtore-
ducethesebecausethesalestax has
gotten so nonuniform it has gotten
outsidetheir limitations.”

Hesaid alot of saletax increases
have been done through homerule

powersof citiesand counties.

“The charter cities have set their
own amounts,” he said. “Revenue
did not want to collect this, but the
cities responsewastohavethesales
tax collected directly by each city.
The state decided to work with the
cities.

“A bill wasintroduced to make
thesalestax uniform, but it wasnot
passed. Thereissomeconcernabout
going to Topekafor special legisla-
tion.”

“1 won't try to out guesstheleg-
idators,” said Commissioner Kevin
Rasure. “1I’'m sure they get lots of
pressure from their people about
changing thesalestax.”

“It might be difficult to get
through,” Cowan said, “but that
doesnot meanthat it can’tbedone.”

Theother optionisfor thecity to
ask itscitizensto approvethe sales
tax and pledgetherevenueto pay for
thewhole project, Cowan said.

Hesaidif thecounty weretogeta
sales tax approved by the Legida-
ture and then get voter approval,

therewould bethequestion of split-
ting up the revenue under the state
formula. Hesaidthecity wouldhave
todoanagreement pledgingitspart
of therevenuefor the road project.

Whenthecounty wenttothestate
for theone-quarter cent salestax to
do repairs on the main east-west
paved road (old U.S. 24), he said,
they had |l ettersfrom Goodland and
Kanoradowavingtheir shareof the
revenue.

“You want to do a pure revenue
bond payablefromthesal estax rev-
enues,” Cowan said. “You would
have to show there will be enough
revenue to pay the bondsto elimi-
natethepossibility of aproperty tax
increase.”

Hesaid it would be better to stay
away from a general obligation
bondissuebecauseof thedebit limit
of thecity and county. Hesaid roads
and buildingstieupthedebt limit of
thecity, but utilitiesarenot counted.

Oneoptionfor thebondissue, he
said, would be to have abond re-
serveand more coverageto makeit

moreflexibleandtogivethecity and
county about a 10 percent cushion
topay thebonds. Hesaid that woul o
be more secure and build up a sur-
plusto help pay at theend.

"Withaprojectthissize,” hesaid,
“it might make more senseto do &
bondinsuranceprogramand haveit
rated. It doesbecomemore compli-
cated.”

Rasure asked what the interest
rate might be on $11 million.

‘If wedidittoday, it would not be
morethan about 4 percent,” Cowan
replied. “ That would be an average
over the10years.”

“We could pay the bonds off
early?’ Commissioner Chuck Tho-
mas asked.

“Yes,” Cowan said, “but thereis
away for theinvestor to besureyou
arenotgoingtopayitoffinoneyear.
You could set up an account to save
theexcessmoney tobeabletodoan
early call onthebondsafter severa
years.

See ROADS, Page 9

K-27 gets $5 million in new highway bill

By Tom Betz

The Goodland Star-News

U.S. Sen. Pat Robertssaid Friday
morning the new federal highway
bill had been approved, with $5mil-
lion set asideto rebuild K-27 south
of Goodland to the county line.

“I wantedyoutoknow wegot $94
millionfor projectsinKansas,” Sen.
Roberts said in an early-morning
phone call. “That includes $5 mil-
lionfor K-27 in Sherman County.

“1 wasgladtoget thehighway bill
passed, anditwill helpthepeoplein
western Kansas. | wanted you to

knowwegot that
money for re-
building K-27.”
Robertshad a
list of morethan
$94 million in
federal money
for the state’s
highway and
transit systems.
He said the
money will bring new jobs to the
state and create safer roads.
Thebill increaseshighway spend-
ing after agap of 22 monthssincethe
expiration of theold bill. Congress

Sen. Roberts

has extended the old law two times
whileit tried to reach an agreement
onthenew hill.

“The Highway Bill is an invest-
ment in the way of life for every
Kansan,” Roberts said. “Not only
doesit improve roads and bridges,
it adds to the transportation safety
and the general economy of our
state.”

The U.S. Department of Trans-
portation says every $1 billion in-
vestedinfederal transportationdol-
larscreates47,500 jobs. Thesedol-
lars alone will create over 95,000
jobsin Kansas, Robertssaid.

Thesenator said hehopedtheen-
ergy bill would be passed on Friday
(and it waslater inthe day).

“1 hopewe get it donetoday,” he
said. “| have arehearsal for my
daughter’s wedding tonight. The
wedding istomorrow.”

He said the energy bill will be a
great step forward, and the ethanol
provisionwill helpKansasfarmers.

The highway bill incorporates
legislation, originally cosponsored
by Sen. Roberts, that designates
U.S. 54 from Wichitato El Paso as
ahigh-priority corridor. The desig-
nationwill hel p speed devel opment,

including expandingtheroadtofour
lanes, hesaid.

Thefederal highway programhas
been particularly successful be-
causeof thereturnontheinvestment
it provides, the senator said. Under
thecurrent law, Kansasreceivesan
averageof $321 millionayear. The
new bill will raisethat to $383 mil-
lion ayear for the next four years.
Kansas' apportionment under the
new federal highway bill will be
$1.69hbillioninal.

The bill contains $12 million

See K-27, Page 9



