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from our viewpoint...

Courts cut red tape
on cattle imports

Thesecretary of agriculture, havingwon afederal appeal,
isset to resumeimportsof Canadian beef stopped after dis-
covery of acase of mad cow diseasein that country.

Department of Agriculture scientists assured the courts
that resumingimportsissafe. It'snot liketheCanadianherds
wereinfested withmad cows, after all. They found onethere,
and shipped one here.

TheU.S. nowitsowncase. Sofar, nohumanineither coun-
try hasbeen infected.

AstheCanadian caseshurt exportsfromthat country, the
U.S. case has hurt chances for beef exports by stockmen
here.

Therewill bewinnersandlosers. Packing plantsandfeed
lotsneed moreimport beef. Someranchersarefightingim-
ports, not becausethey’ reunsafe, but because keeping Ca-
nadian beef out may help keep pricesup here.

It'safree-tradeworld, though, andweall benefit fromthat
inthelong run. Let theimportscome. It’stheright thing to
do.

Asthat happens, though, we'll urge the Agriculture De-
partment to get withtheprogram andtightenup control sde-
signed to prevent mad cow disease from spreading.

Border inspections are important, but there are disturb-
ing reportsthat unsaf efeeding practicesandincompletein-
spectionsthreaten the beef supply chaininthiscountry.

Beef parts, especially brain and nerve tissue, have been
banned from cattle feed in this country, but some are still
being fed to other animals. That ought to stop.

Theonly safe usefor these partsisrendering at tempera-
tures designed to kill any life form. Some scientists argue
that the beef form of the disease could spread to other spe-
ciesof livestock the sameasit apparently doesto humans.

How isit safe, then, to feed any beef nervetissueto any
species?

Therea sohavebeenreportsof contaminationof beef feed
with these banned tissues. We don’t need to take that risk.
Thisisadangerousdisease, andif it getsout of control, eco-
nomic damagewill be huge.

Our understanding of the sublife-form called prions
thought to cause this and other brain-wasting diseasesis
minimal. We simply don’t know how to handle them.

Thegovernment hasbanned privateeffortstoinspect more
cattle than federal rulesrequire. The theory isthat univer-
sal testing is too expensive, and if one packer does it, ev-
eryonewill haveto.

That couldbetrue, but why interferewithaplantoreopen
the lucrative Japanese market? Or provide a safe, healthy
aternativeto market beef?

Theend result would benefit everyone.

TheAgriculture Department shouldn’t play gameswith
public health and safety, or with the safety of the beef in-
dustry. Thetightest control will produce the most benefit.

As Canadian beef beginsto flow, we need to be surethat
all beef issafe, theirsand ours. — Steve Haynes.
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Saturday morning | wokeup at 5a.m. in San
Jose, CostaRica

When| wenttobeditwas2a.m. Sunday morn-
ing and | washome.

Air travel is an amazing thing. We take it so
much for granted, and we gripe and moan when
any little thing goes wrong. But in the space of
four hours| flew from Central Americato Dal-
las. It took two more hoursintheair to get from
Dallasto Denver and four in the car to get home
to Oberlin.

That addsupto 10 hours. What happenedtothe
rest?

Well, they told us to get to the airport three
hours before our flight was scheduled. The guy
orderingthecabfromthehotel took themat their
wordand had usat check inbeforeour eyeswere
properly opened. Then we got to sit around and
eat bad American fast food at theairport.

Thefood in CostaRicahad been really good.
Thestuff they weresd lingusintheairportwould
have made my dog turn up her nose.

Luckily, AmericanAirlinesfed usanicebreak-
fast, which turned out to be lunch since we
weren't hungry during our two-hour layover in
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Dallas.

Layoveriskindof abadtermforthelonglines
we went through to clear immigration and cus-
toms. Then we had to go back through security
and take off our shoes and belts, open our cases
and generally get poked and prodded again. We
had already donethisoncein CostaRica.

Youhavetoget your checked bagsback totake
through customs and then recheck them. This
wasn't along process, but by the timewe were
at our gate, it wasalmost timeto board the plane
for Denver.

As soon as we landed in Denver, we headed
for thebaggageclaim.

Thisflight wasgoingwell. Althoughthethree
hoursbeforeleaving theairport in San Jose had
been a bit much, everything else had gone
smoothly.
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We should have known.

A short, violentthunderstormhittheairport just
aswegot to the baggage carousel.

Whenthereislightningwithinfivemilesof the
airport, theground crews quit working.

That means although planes can land, they
can't pull up to their gates and no baggage gets
unloaded.

Wewaited for about an hour and ahalf for the
storm to move off and the bagsto move out.

Friends gave us alift back to our car, and we
wereready toleave Denver at about 8:15 p.m. But
that’s mountain time. On central time that was
9:15 p.m. and we had afour-hour trip ahead.

By thetimewe got home and unloaded it was
near 2 inthemorning.

There'snothinglikeafew thousand milesand
a20-hour day to makeyou feel likeanail being
hammered into ahard board.

Still, it was good to be home and it's really
amazing to think how far wewent inlessthan a
day.
Peoplekidusabout theWizard of Ozwhenwe
tell them we' refrom Kansas, but apair of those
ruby slippers sure sounded niceat 2 a.m.

Global warming not immediate problem

By Bill Steigerwald

Global warmingisawaysahottopicinlib- |

eral mediacircles, wherethepolitical and sci-
entificconsensusisthat global climatechange

isoccurring, itisadanger, itiscaused by man- |- =

kind and we need to start doing something se-
riousabout reversingit.

For alittlebalance, wecalled up Fred Singer,
aka"thegodfather of global warmingdenial.”
Anexpert onglobal climatechangeand apio-
neer inthedevel opment of rocket and satellite
technology, he holds a doctorate in physics
from Princeton University and happensto be
the guy who devised the basic instrument for
measuring stratosphericozone. Now president
of the Science and Environmental Policy
Project research group (www.sepp.org), his
dozenbooksinclude“Hot Talk, Cold Science;
Global Warming’s Unfinished Debate.” |
talked to him by telephone from hisofficesin
Arlington, Va.:

Q: Here'salinefromarecent M other Jones
article: “ Thereisoverwhel ming scientificcon-
sensus that greenhouse gases emitted by hu-
man activity are causing global average tem-
peraturestorise.” Isthat true?

A: It'scompletely unsupported by any ob-
servation, but it's supported by computer cli-
mate models. In other words, the computer
modelsindicatethis. Theobservationsdonot.

Q: What’s the best argument or proof that
global warming isnot happening?

A: The best proof are data taken of atmo-
spherictemperatureby two completely differ-
ent methods. Oneisfrominstruments carried
insatellitesthat |ook downontheatmosphere.
The other isfrom instruments carried in bal-
loonsthat ascend through theatmosphereand
take readings as they go up. These measure-
mentsshow theatmosphericwarming, suchas
itis,isextremely slightandinconflict alsowith
observations of the surface.

Q:AnepicNew Yorker seriessaid unequivo-
cally that thepermafrost, theArctic seaiceand
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the Greenland glaciersare all melting. Isthat
trueandisit because of global warming?

A: TheArctictemperatureshave been mea-
suredforalongtime. They vary cyclicaly. The
warmest yearsintheArcticwerearound 1940.
Thenit cooled. Andit’swarming again, but it
hasn’t reached the levels of 1940. It will con-
tinueto oscillate. That’sthe best prediction.

Q: What isthemost dangerousuntrue*” fact”
about global warming that’'s out there in the
media-sphere?

A: Therisein sealevel. The observations
show sealevel hasriseninthelast 18,000years
by about 400 feet andiscontinuingtoriseat a
uniform rate, and is not accelerating. In fact,
sealevel will continuetoriseat aslow rate of
8inchesper century, asit hasbeen for thelast
few thousand years.

Q: How did you become “the godfather of
global warming denial”?

A: That'seasy. Age. | organized my first
conferenceonglobal warmingin1968. Atthat
time | had no position. It was a conference
called “The global effects of environmental
pollution.” Atthattimel remember someof the
experts we had speaking thought the climate
was going to warm and some thought it was
goingto cool. That wasthe situation.

Q: Climateisextremely complicated —is
that atrue statement?

A: Immensely complicated. Whichisarea-
son why the models will never be able to ad-
equately simulatetheatmosphere. It’sjust too
complicated.

Q: Give me asample of how complicated
just onelittlething can be.

A: The most complicated thing about the

atmosphere that the model s cannot captureis
clouds. First of all, cloudsaresmall. Thereso-
lution of the computer models is about 200
miles; cloudsaremuch smaller than that. Sec-
ondly, they don’t know when clouds form.
They havetoguesswhat humidity isnecessary
foracloudtoform. Andof course, humidity is
not theonly factor. Youhaveto havenuclel —
littleparticles— onwhichthewater vapor can
condense to form droplets. They don’t know
that either. And they don’t know at what point
the cloud begins to rain out. And they don’t
know at what point — it goeson likethis.

Q: Why isit important that global warming
bestudiedinabal anced, scientific, depoliticizec
way?

A: It'sascientific problem. Theclimateis
something we live with and we need to know
what effect human activitiesarehavingoncli-
mate. | don’'t deny there's some affect of hu-
man activities on climate. Cities are warmer
now than they used to be. We have changec
forestsinto agricultural fields. We irrigate
much of the Earth. That affects climate. Anc
so on. We are having some influence on cli-
mate. So we need to know thesethings.

Q: And global warming is something we
should study but not get panicky about?

A: Thething to keep in mind alwaysisthat
the natural fluctuations of climate are very
much larger than anything we can ascribe—so
far —to any human activity. Much larger. We
lived through aLittle IceAgejust afew hun-
dred years ago. During the Middle Ages the
climate was much warmer than it istoday. Sc
the climate does changeall thetime. We need
to understand the scientific reasons for natu-
ral climate change. Most of us now think it’s
thesunthat isthereal driver of climate. It has
somethingtodowith sunspots, but themecha:
nismisnot quiteclear.

Bill Seigerwaldisa columnist at the Pitts-
burghTribune-Review. E-mail Bill at bsteiger-
wald@tribweb.com.
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WELL,ELLEN,LET ME TELL
YOU A LITTLE STORWY...




