sta r-new

goo

dland

Goodland Star-News / Friday, August 5, 2005 3a

Graduate pursues country singing dream

By Kathyrn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

From X Pressosat Goodland Highand singing at the
county fair to big stages and a big single, Andra
Townsend, 23, hasstayed trueto her dream of singing
country music.

Townsend, daughter of Alan and Lynda Townsend
and sister of Ross, 14, and Christa Smith, 29, hasre-
leasedthesingle* Hidden Heroes,” asong about fami-
liesleft behind when soldiershead to war.

Thesinglewill befeaturedinamoviethisfall “An-
sweringthe Call.”

Townsend said she plans to head out on atour of
military basesto promotethe song later thisyear.

The singer says she's only waivered slightly from
her dreamin junior high, when shethought of beinga
musi cteacher. Thatideamelted away thefirsttimeshe
took astage, shesaid.

“| started performing,” shesaid. “
alot.”

A 2001 Goodland High School graduate, Townsend
soonwasall aroundtown, singing at barbecues, school
functionsand other local events.

Shesaidinjunior high, she started learning how to
be abetter singer. Shewent to solo competitions, tak-
ing advicefrom judgesand learning as she went.

Oneyear injunior high, shewasthebest femalevo-
calist of theyear, atitlethat earned her aspot onaplaque
that still hangsintheschooal.

Inhighschool, Townsend continued performingfor
judgesand in school productions. Shehad theleadin
the musical Guys and Dolls her senior year and she
performed inthemusicalsall four year.

Townsend said shewasn't really serious about mu-
sic in high school, but her experiences then helped
expose her to different typesof music.

After high school, she went on to Butler County
Community Collegein El Dorado, whereshetried out
for achoir group, the Headliners.

“Therel learned alot about performing,” she said.

The group required students to take a three-hour
course that taught dancing, singing and acting.

“It'severything thrown together,” shesaid. “
agreat group for metobein.”

Shegraduated fromButler with anassociatesdegree
inart after two years.

Fromthere, Townsend moved toWichitaStateUni-
versity, where she majored in business management
for ayear and ahalf.

Now sheisfocused on her music career.

Beforeleaving for college, Townsend began work
on the album that she’s just completed. It took three
yearsto complete.

Sherecorded cover songsin Goodland and slipped
acopy of themto EddieKilgalon, then keyboardist of
theband Ricochet. Kilgal on co-wrote George Strait’s

| started tolikeit

Itwas

Andra Townsend

song“ OneNightataTime” andisnow thekeyboardist
in Montgomery Gentry’sroad band.

Kilgalon liked what he heard and called Townsend
two weeks|ater to get her signed up.

“Hesaid‘ You'recomingto Nashville,'” shesaid.

Kilgalon sent Townsend 50 songsto look at before
sheheadedtoNashville, wheresherecorded seven. Five
of the songson her albumwerewritten by Kilgalon.

The seven-song album was just atrial to seeif it
would sell.

When it was successful, Townsend said, they went
back to record another five songs.

“Tome, thisisstill my first album,” she said.

Recordingthesongs, shesaid, took threedaysinthe
studio. She said recording in Nashville was fun, but
hard work. She spent 16 hoursrehearsing with studio
musicians and then laying down the songs. The next
two daysthey mastered and mixed the CD.

Townsend said she made sure the studio songs re-
flected her truevoicesoshecoul d performthetuneslater.

Shesaid shelearned how to performby studying oth-
ers.Amixtureof liveandtel evised concertshavetaught
her how toreacttoanaudience. Shesaidit’ssometimes
tough because each stageisdifferent.

“There'salot of thinking that goesintoit,” shesaid.

Sheperformsaround Wichitaat gigsthat just come
up, and hasplayedinfestivalsand at local bars.

Song Inspired by sister

Andra Townsend's full-length CD features the
single“Hidden Heroes.”

Townsend said shewasinspiredtowritethesong
by her sister Christa' sexperiencesasamilitary wife.
Her brother-in-law, Doug Smith, isan Air Force
major now inlraq.

Townsend wrote the song with Eddie Kilgalon,
keyboardist for Montgomery Gentry, in October.

“Hidden Heroes was the hardest song | ever re-
corded,” shesaid. “1t’ssuch aspecial songto me.”

Townsend said she worked hard to capture the
right emotionineachline.

One by one they get on the plane

Two by two the tears fall again

Daddy, who could need you more than us?
Mommy, will you be back home for Christmas?
There’s a cause they swore they'd defend
Alittle scared, no need to pretend

Not as much for themselves, you see

But for the loved ones in their families
Leftalone

Chorus: The hidden heroes wait at home
Keep a close watch on the phone

Check their e-mail twice a day

For pictures from far away

They're on the home front standing true

For the red, white and blue

They're not soldiers, | suppose

But every day’s a fight for the hidden heroes

The bills add up there’s no end in sight
Heartbroke days and tear-filled nights

Take alook in your own back yard

Those who need the most are never hard to find
Chorus

Shesaidthey wrotethesongto show another side
of people affected by war. After countless songs
about sol diersheadedtowar, shethought thepeople
behind the scenes needed recognition.

“The families are sacrificing also,” she said. “I
kind of wanted to let people know what they do.”

When thinking about the song, shesaid, shecon-
sideredwhat shesaw Christado and decided amany
people were probably going through the same
things.

“Therearealot of familiesstruggling,” shesaid.

Townsend sang“HiddenHeroes” inGoodlandin
May at the funeral of Army Sgt. Derrick Lutters,
whowaskilledinlIrag.

She said singing the song for the funeral madeit
even more emotional.

Thesinglewill befeaturedinanupcomingmovie,
“Answering the Call,” about the firefighters and
policewhorespondedtotheterrorist attackson Sept.
11, 2001. It set to come out this Sept. 11.

Townsend said shewasglad to seethe song used
not only for military familiesbut also asatributeto
those left behind after the attacks. She will attend
the movie premiersin New York and LosAngeles
and go throughinterviews.

“I think it’ll be fun,” said the Goodland High
graduate. “ Thisismy song. I’'mreally proud of it.”

The song has been featured in Country Weekly
magazine. The July 4 edition of called the song
“powerful” and “touching.”

“That wasreally cool,” Townsend said.

She said she plansto tour later thisyear, singing
“Hidden Heroes’ at military bases throughout the
country.

Shesaidwatching Christadeal withahusband at
war touched her.

“It’shardtoput yourself inher shoes,” Townsend
said.

After the song was done, she said, they ranit by
Christato get her opinion.

“Shesaid‘|l’venever relatedtoasongasmuchas
this,”” Townsend said, adding her sister said it is
word for word what military families go through.

Thesong hasstruck achord withmany others, as
evidenced onthe Hidden Heroeswebsite.

“There'salot of great storieson there,” shesaid.

Townsend said peopl ecan post messagesandtell
storiesof the onesleft behind at war time.

Peoplehavetold her thesong captureswhat those
left behind do when loved onesgo to war.

Thesongishelpingher CD gainrecognition, and
Townsend said part of the proceeds goes to help
military families through the National Military
Family Association.

Townsend’'s web site is at www.andra
country.com, andtheNational Military Family As-
sociation isat www.nmfa.org/site/PageServer.

A link to hear the “Hidden Heroes” song, alink
tothemessageboard andlinkstotheabovewebsites
areavailableat www.hiddenheroes.us.

Stabber sentenced to nearly four years in prison

By Kathryn Burke
The Goodland Star-News

The scars on Rustin Leiker’s
chin, neck, chest and arm are sure
to last longer than the prison sen-
tencehandeddownlast Thursday to
the man who put them there.

Michael D. Whitaker, 35, Utah,
was sentenced to 44 monthsin
prison, roughly three years and
eight months, in Sherman County
District Court for stabbing Leiker
last November.

Whitaker originally faced
charges of attempted second-de-
greemurder and aggravated assault
of alaw enforcement officer, but a
pleaagreement in May brought his
chargesdowntoaggravated battery,
alevel 4 personfelony.

Athisarraignment, Whitaker ad-
mitted that he stabbed L eiker after
an altercation on Nov. 8. Reports
indicatethestabbingwasover a“fe-
mal e acquaintance.”

That night, Leiker was given a
blood transfusion here for knife
woundsandthensent on St. Anthony
Central Hospital in Denver in criti-
cal condition. Today heis healthy,
but till carriesscarsfromtheattack.

After stabbing Leiker, Whitaker
fled and waslater found atop aroof
at 706 W. Eighth. When police at-
temptedtotalk himdown, healleg-
edly assaulted a state wildlife of -
ficer, Michael Hopper. Hewasshot
by Hopper in the altercation.

Severa wildlifeofficerswerein
court Thursday, alongwith Barbara
Disney on behalf of Hopper.

Hopper sent astatement to Judge
Jack Burr. Disney, speaking for
Hopper, asked Burrtotakethestate-
ment into consideration.

“1 don’tdisagreewiththefeeling
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of thelaw enforcement officersin-
volved,” Burr said, addressing
Whitaker. “ Youputtheminasitua-
tion untenableat thetime.”

Whitaker’ sparentswerein court
and his step-father, Barry Taylor,
asked thejudgefor leniency.

Hesaid Whitaker hastried to stay
out of troublefor thepast sevenyears.

“He's been doing real good up
until hemoved here,” Taylor said.

Whitaker gpol ogizedforthecrimes.

“1 would apologize to (Leiker)
fromthevery bottom of my heart,”
hesaid.

Leikerwasnotincourt, however.

During Whitaker’s arraignment
in May, Burr said depending on
criminal history, thedefendant was
facing between 38 and 172 months
injail for alevel 4 personfelony.

In court Thursday, Whitaker’sat-
torney, Scott Showalter, noted that
the plea agreement asked for a 44-
month sentence. Showalter asked
thecourt to consider downward de-
parturefrom sentencing guidelines.

Burr said the presentencing re-
port placed Whitaker in criminal
category A, the most serious, set
asidefor thosewho havebeen con-
victed of threeor more personfelo-
nies. The schedule lists category |
at thelow end, for suspects having
little or no criminal record.

Inlight of thereport, Burr denied
the request for aboot camp or pro-
bation sentence.

“1 amof theopinionit doesnot fit

under thesecircumstances,” hesaid.
“1 don’tknow what started the al ter-
cation, but it went from thereto a
situationwheresomeone, including
yourself, could have beenkilled.”

Court records show Whitaker's
criminal history startswithamisde-
meanor inTexasin 1988 for unlaw-
ful use of amotor vehicle.

Hewas sentenced again the next
yeartotwofeloniesinNew Mexico
for burglary and criminal damage
and two mi sdemeanorsfor criminal
trespass and phone harassment.

In 1992, he was convicted for four
felonies, two countsof robbery witha
deadlywesgpon, aggravatedbettery and
kidnapping in New Mexico. Hewas
sentenced for two person misdemean-
orsfor aggravated battery in1998.

Whitakerwasconvictedof ressting

corrections

An engagement announcement
for Misti Pottorff and Bryan Russell,
in the Friday, July 29, issue of The
Goodland Star-News, incorrectly
said they are both from Goodland.
They bothliveinBurlington,andshe
isoriginaly from Burlington. Her
parentslive in Goodland. Thiswas
areporting error.

NENEN

The Goodland Star-News will
correct any mistake or misunder-
standinginanewsstory. Pleasecall
our officeat (785) 899-2338tore-
porterrors.
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221 Sherman
This cute bungalow is a 2
bedroom, 1 bath home that
has a spacious kitchen-
dining area. This property
includes a detached

starter or investment home.

newer storage buildings as well as a fenced backyard. Good

Contact Rose at 785-899-3060 or 899-7464 to see this home!

double car garage and two

GOODLAND
Tom Harrison, Owner
Broker/Auctioneer
785-443-0136
114 West 12th « Goodland, KS
785-899-3060
Fax: 785-899-3100
Rose Koggie Assoc. Broker
785-899-7464

Homeland listings!

DO...CALL!

Make an appointment to see any of our fine } 10m€

WHEN ONLY THE BEST WILL

Check out our new web page at
www.goodlandnet.
comvhomeland

REALTOR”

HEHL/ESTHTG
of Goodland LLC

arrest and possession of marijuana,
misdemeanors, and a person misde-
meanor for domestic battery in 1999.

In 2004, hewasconvicted by de-
fault for assault, a person misde-
meanor, in Utah.

Under sentencingguidelines, with-
outapleaagreement, Whitakerwould
havefacedbetween154to172months
injail. Hissentencingplacedhiminthe
rangewith crimina category H, those
crimindswith only two or moremis-
demeanorsontheir record.

Burr orderedfor Whitaker to pay

court, attorney and administrative
feesal ongwith $910.80restitution.
Therestitutionwould repay money
paid to Leiker from the victim’'s
compensationboardfor lost wages.
Hesaidany further damagestobe
paid to the victim, including
Leiker’'smedical expenses, would
haveto be settledinacivil case.
Showalter objected to the pre-sen-
tencingreport, sayingitnormdlycals
for just 13 things and Whitaker'sin-
cluded information which is not a-
lowed. Burr ruled that the statutory

informationonlywill besenttotheDe-
partment of Corrections.

Showalter asked that Whitaker’s
personal items be returned to his
mother. County Attorney Bonnie
Selby requested that theknife usec
inthe crime and some ammunition
beretained. Showalter saidthefam-
ily would not want thoseitems.

Thedefendant wasled out of the
courtroominshacklestobeheldin
the Sherman County Bastille until
he could be transferred to the De-
partment of Correctionsin Topeka.

last week.
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M obile Connections

Kansas Towers, Inc. e owner
2215 Enterprise Road.» Goodland, Kan. 67735 « 785-890-8777

Mobile Connections has a new location, a new look and a new line of products.
Mobile Connectionsis not only an authorized Unicel dealer, they now are your full
line Radio Shack dealership.

Manager, Anne Hamilton (pictured) commented that they are the first Radio
Shack in Kansas with the new color scheme. They officially opened their doors

They offer awide selection of electronics, including digital cameras, SIRIUS™
Radios, televisions, stereo equipment and many accessories.

Hours: Monday - Saturday 8 am. to 8 p.m.
Sunday noon to 5 p.m.




