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from our viewpoint...

Secrets get people
nervous about city

Somecity commissionersapparently want keepthepub-
licinthedark about city business.

Firstthecommissionerswent through theprocessof se-
lectinganew city manager entirely inclosed session, with
no publicinput.

Then during ameeting Last Monday, TomArmour, in-
terim city manager, seemed to be answering a question
from Commissioner Annette Fairbanks about the effect
of changing the City Commission’s quorum from three
to four of the five members. He said severa cities have
made such achange.

Theguorum question cameup inapublic meeting over
ayear ago, but hasnot been mentionedinany recent open
meetings.

Thegoal of thequorum changeistoallow any two com-
missionersto talk to each other about city business out-
side of an open meeting.

If commissioners have discussed the quorum lately, it
hasn’t been at an open meeting. And policy discussions
are not covered by any exception to the Open Meetings
Law whichwouldallowthemtobeheldinclosed session.

The open meeting law saysamagjority of aquorum —
two in the case of the city — cannot discuss public busi-
ness outside a public meeting. Changing the quorum to
four instead of three would allow any two commission-
erstodiscusscity businessin private.

Even with such achangein quorum, thelaw would not
allow thosetwo commissionerstolegally talk to any one
of the other three about the same thing. Taken to an ex-
treme, there could betwo setsof commissionersdiscuss-
ing city business and onewould bethe odd man out.

Across the country, the people demanded open meet-
ingslawsafter theWatergate scandals. They wantedto pre-
vent elected officialsfrom making decisionswithout the
peopleseeing not just theend product, but theprocessand
thediscussion.

Thecity hashad alot of closed meetingslately, and al-
lowing another level seems counterproductive. We are
sure, though, that some of the commissioners feel they
need to “ pre-discuss’ the city business outside the hear-
ing of thecitizens.

Changingthequorum coul d haveseriousconsequences.
Four commissionerswould berequired for any commis-
sion action. With the mayor being an investor in one of
thenew plantsbeing devel oped west of town, hehasacon-
flict of interest any timediscussion comesupdealingwith
theplants.

Thisdoesnot seemtoencouragemoresecrecy by chang-
ing the quorum.

Everyonewantsthebest for thecity, butitisimportant
tobesurethepublic’sperception matchesthe actionsbe-
ing taken by the city commission. — TomBetz
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ook out, world: Here comes India

By Dick Morris

Chinahasreplaced the Soviet Unionin our
lexicon of villains, and the age-old American
preoccupation with the growth of thisAsian
giant has metastasized into full-fledged para-
noia. But thetruth ismuch more sanguine.

India, not China, isthe coming giant of the
21st century. And India, unlike China, hasno
history of imperialismor inclinationto global
domination.

Thisyear, for the first time, India passed
Chinaineconomicgrowth. Itsgrossdomestic
product (GDP) shot up by morethan 8 percent
and now amounts to more than $3,000 per
capita, on a purchasing-power-parity basis.
China's GDP, about $5,000 per capita, isstill
larger, but not for long.

The key to China’'s coming failure and
India's growing success is Beijing's depen-
denceon manufacturing exportsfor itswealth
and New Delhi’s focus on its service sector.
Chinaexportsmorethan $500 billion of prod-
ucts to the rest of the world, including more
than $125 billion to the United States (while
wesell Chinaonly $25billioneachyear—this
is not atypo). Because of its low-wage
economy and massive manpower, Chinacan
undercuttherest of theworldinlabor costsand
produce goodsfor lessthan anybody else.

But this race to the bottom of the global
economy will bewon not by the lowest-wage
economy but by robots. Inthe coming decade,
thegrowth of roboticswill end most manufac-
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turing employment. Manufacturingwill gothe
way of farming— afew percentage points of
theglobal work forcewill producea | our prod-
ucts, just asit now growsthebulk of our food.

China simpoverishedworkerswill loseout
to American and Japanese robots, and the
source of its economic growth with likely
wither inthe coming decades.

India assured its future power by switching
away from the socialist economic model in the
early ' 90sand hasmoved closer toafree-market
systemeachyear since. Withthefall of thestate-
oriented Congress Party, the government has
pushed free-market economicsmoreforcefully.

India’ seconomy isfirmly rooted in the ser-
vicesector. Almost half of itsGDPcomesfrom
services, spurredby almost $4billion of invest-
ment by American companies. Because of its
widespread English fluency, Indiaisin apo-
sition to tap into the growth of the U.S. and
U.K. economiesandto providelow-cost, high-
quality services, particularly to the high-tech
market. Try callingany computer helplineand
listen to the accent on the other end.

Englishwill trump Chineseasthelanguage
of the global economy, and serviceswill ex-

ceed manufacturing in the information age.
India, not China, i sequipped to exploit both of
these developmentsto fuel itsrapid progress.
India’s middle class, now numbering more
than 300 million peopl e, will devel op purchas-
ing power to sustain rapid growth fromitsin-
ternal market in the near future.

And Indiais not imperiaistic. It has never
focused onaggrandizement or gaining regional
power. Withthevisit of I ndia sprimeminister
totheWhiteHouse, weshouldfocusonitsin-
creasing ascendancy and cel ebratethefact that
wewill,indeed, haveto deal withanAsiangi-
ant, but it won’t be China. The huge state sec-
tor that wei ghsdownthe Chineseeconomy, the
lack of English fluency and the communist
aversion to permitting free accessto the flow
of global information all militate against its
following the Indian model.

Indiawill likely makeagreat global partner
for theUnited States. In arecent Pew research
survey, Indians expressed warm feelings for
the United Statesand gave usapositiverating
relatively unigueintheworld. A recent book,
The Anglosphere Challenge by James C.
Bennett, stressesthe pivotal natureof English
fluency in the information-age economy to
come. Thegrowing role of Indiaistestament
tothat observation.

Dick Morriswas an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years. © 2005 Dick Morris, All Rights
Reserved. e-mail DickMorrisat dmredding@-
aol.com

Evolution cannot be!

TotheEditor:

Evolution cannot be!

It taketh more false faith to believe the
“theory of evolution’smyths, distortionsand
unexplained gapsthan* Inthebeginning, God
created the heaven and earth.””

Order commeth not from chaos. Cameras,
cars, etc., arenot theresultsof explosionsand
earthquakes! “Whatsoever Adamcalledevery
living creature, that wasthenamethereof.” 1Q
test: How many do“U” know?

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages
and welcomes | ettersfrom readers. L et-
tersshould betypewritten, and must in-
clude atelephone number and a signa-
ture. Unsigned letters will not be pub-
lished. Form letterswill berejected, as
will letters deemed to be of no public
interest or considered offensive. Were-
servetheright to edit letters for length
and good taste. We encourage letters,
with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.

from our
readers

® to the editor

Sex .. “Haveyenot read that hewhich made
them at the beginning madethemmaleandfe-

male.” How could amale cell evolve over
zillions of years? Likewise, female — then
how did they meet?

“The heavens declare the glory of God and
the firmament sheweth His handy work.” Ps.
19:1

Frank Sowers

Benkelman, Neb.
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g NEVER IRON PANTS WHILE
YOU'RE WEARING THEM
owr THAT THE
NEXT TIME

I WEAR PANTS
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