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Citizens raise questions

CITIZENS, from Page 1

residents of Goodland should be
asking alot more questions.

“Thisproposal hasliterally been
rammed down our throats by the
investors. | went onvacationfor 10
daysinearly July. When| left, noth-
ing public had been announced
other than rumors something big
was coming to Goodland. My wife
and | were excited about the poten-
tial for growth. When wereturned,
the Goodland Energy Center plan
was announced, the city had an-
nexed land, the city signed a 10-
year contract tobuy power fromthe
futureplant and constructionwould
begin soon. Thishasbeentouted as
a“win-win” situationfor Goodland
... new business, new jobs, new de-
vel opment. How couldanything be
better?

Floyd said searchingthelnternet
under “ Gopher State Ethanol,” he
found stories about the St. Paul
ethanol plant which the investors
are planning to moveto Goodland.

“You canread thehistory of how
this plant was shut down,” Floyd
said, “and how the & Paul Pioneer
Presscalledit‘ TheThree-Milels-
land of the Ethanol Industry.’

“Theinvestorssay whentheplant
isherein Goodland they will have
scrubbersand athermal oxidizerto
reduce emissions, and the ethanol
plant will be clean and meet clean
air standards.

All'l amaskingisweslow down
and exploreall thefactsbeforepro-
ceeding.”

Hesaidtherewasadanger of fire
withtheplants, andthenewsstories
on the Gopher State plant reported
four firesintheyearsit operated.

“Theinvestorssay thecoal -fired
power plant will bring a huge sav-
ingsto Goodland by locking in en-
ergy ratesfor yearstocome, “ Floyd
said. “ Yet no one mentionsthat the
coal plant being brought to
Goodland hasbeen shut downsince
1980, and when Morehead Minn.,
officials took another look at it in
1993 to seewhat needed to bedone
to possibly bring the plant back on-
line, itwasfoundtobecostineffec-
tive.

Thisis the plant investors are
bringing to Goodland, because it
will be cheaper.”

Floyd said coal plant emissions
can cause health problems, includ-
ing asthma, bronchitisand heart at-
tacks.

DeniseFloyd, wholivesnear the sunflower plant
west of town, joined her husbandinaskingquestions
about power and ethanol plants proposed for the
Caruso area.

“1 am concerned about the events of the past 27
days concerning the plans for the Energy Center
west of town,” shesaid at aCity Commission meet-
ing last Monday.

“Becausethishasbeendoneinsuchhasteandwith
such secrecy, | wonder if Goodland residents and
businesses realize what this change will mean for
Goodland.

“1 want nothing but good things to happen to
Goodland, including the potential for 60 to100 ad-
ditional jobs and power rate security, I’ m not will-
ing to sit back if those changes will also produce
negative outcomesfor Goodland.”

Shehad aseriesof questionsfor thecity commis-
sionto ponder:

“Doesthisenergy planfititinto Goodland'seco-
nomic development vision?Will thiscenter attract
more; dirty, smelly, high-negative-impact plants?
Will other economi c devel opment opportunitiesbe
turned away because of thisplant’s presence?

“Now that the city has annexed the land for the
plant, doesthat open up the city for lawsuitsin the
eventsof accidents, pollution, health concerns, de-
creased property val ues, nuisance factors?

“Whichlocal entity will overseethat thebuildings
are up to code? Which local entity will ensure pol-
lution isat aminimum and all regulations are en-
forced? Doesthe city havefundsto pay thecity at-
torney to be trained in environmental law? If the
plants are built, but then for whatever reason fail,
will thecity pay to havethemdismantled or will they
remain an eyesore? Will the city’sfire department
haveto haveadditional traininginfightingthetypes
of fires that occur in these types of plants or have
additional equipment?

“Who is paying the costs for bringing the gray
water from the city to the plant? Will thisgray wa-

Plant concerns couple

ter bereturnedtothecity andwill thecity berespon-
siblefor filtering thewater? Can existing city plant
capacity handlethisextraamount of water?

“It's been said this will be energy efficient. The
community has questions about the safety of this
plant. When will this company invite the public to
anopendiscussion?Whenwill thiscompany tell its
closest neighbors what to expect as for as traffic,
noise, pollution, dust, and smell andwhy hasn’t that
been done already? Believe me, we' d like to know
what to expect to happen to our homevalues!

“Will curbs, gutters, sidewal ks, hydrantsand sew-
ers be put in by the city? Who will build the roads
from Caruso to the front door of these plants? Will
the plant use city water or thewell water?

“How many of theworkerswill be paid minimum
wage? Will they berequired to livein Goodland or
Sherman County or will Goodland besupplyingthe
economy of other locations such as Colby and
Burlington?

“Exactly how will farmersbenefit fromthis?Will
thiscorporation actually buy corn at ahigher price?
If not, how will thisreally benefit thefarmers?

“Will the city require an environmental impact
statement be done before operations begin? Will it
berequested bef oreany zoning changeisapproved?

“Things donein secret and donein haste leave a
badtastein my mouth. | wonder just what i stherush,
why isit such asecret. If thisisof great benefitit to
Goodland, thenwhat’sgood today will al sobegood
30daysfrom now. Not everyonewho questionsthis
project is against economic development.... we all
want to makesurethisistheright thing for our com-
munity.”

Fred Stasser and Barb Eisenbart wereintheaudi-
ence, but neither asked to speak.

Mayor Rick Billinger thanked the Floydsfor their
interest, and suggested they discuss the questions
with Ron Pickman of the Goodland Energy Re-
sourcesand Mark Justus of Renewable Energy Re-
sources, who were at the meeting.

“1t hasbeen said Goodlandisthe
fifth windiest city in the country,”
hesaid. “| amwondering what will
happen to the coal dust associated
with that huge pile of coal, which
will beneededtokeeptheplant run-
ning. It will blow somewhere. |
don’t want it blowing on my prop-
erty, and | don’t think Sugar Hills
Golf Course wants to have afine
black powder ontheir golf cartsand
greens.

“Theplantisbeing advertised as
aclean plant and environmentally
friendly with asymbiotic relation-
ship. Ladiesand gentlemen, thereis
nosuchthingasaclean power plant.

If they are so much cleaner now,
then why do all the local residents
hatethem somuchin sharp contrast
with theviewsof theinvestors?’

Floyd said he had contacted the
Kansas Department of Health and
Environment last Monday to ask
about the plants.

“1 spoke with staff members of
the state Department of Health and
Environment this (Monday) after-
noon,” Floyd said. “The man |
takedtosaidtohisknowledgethere
hasbeennoapplicationfor apermit
to construct a plant and that an air
quality study on the Prevention of
Significant Deterioration of the at-

mosphere must be completed be-
fore any construction begins. He
said this could take up to six
months. Yet we are told construc-
tioncouldbeginin30to45daysand
theinvestors have met with all the
government agencies to discuss
permitsand regulations.

“Let me close by urging Good-
land to take a hard look at the En-
ergy Center. Thiswasthebest-kept
secret for quite some time! Now,
things are happening way too fast.
Thereisnoneedtorushtobuildthis
plant, so let’s all slow down, ask
guestionsand make surethisisthe
right thing for our community.”

Plantofficialsexplorewateroptions

WATER, from Page 1

the state health department should
know about theplant aseverything
has been checked with them.

“Wewill beinTopekaon Thurs-
day (Aug. 4),” he said, “to meet
withthestatehealth peopleandthe
Environmental ProtectionAgency
about theair permit.

“We know what happened in
Minnesota. Wedo not want to have
those problems. We don’t want
coal dust either. Wewantittobethe
best, environmentally safe neigh-
bor.

“1 want to thanksthe Floydsfor
bringing thisup. They have given

the city and usagood checklist.

“Everything is being done to
make sure we are above the EPA
requirements.”

Pickman did ask the commis-
sionersto consider waiving build-
ing permits for the pipeline and
power plant, or have the money
transferred into an infrastructure
development fund.

The mayor and commissioners
said they would consider the re-
quest.

Rich Simon, head of thecity wa-
ter and sewer departments, said he
hadtalkedto Rod Geidler at thestate
health department in Topekaabout
using the grey water.

“We have unique system,” he
said.

“Our effluent is handled by
evaporation and groundwater re-
charge. The permit is good until
2008.

“l amsureitwill changethen. We
havean 80-80 system now, but will
go to a 15-30 requirement then.
There will have to be more treat-
ment of the water. | am sure the
present plant will not meet thesere-
quirements.”

Simon said the water that isdis-
charged through the groundwater
rechargeis considered state water
and more permits will have to be
filedto consider theeffect ondown-

stream flows.

“We cannot discharge unsafe
water to the power plant,” Simon
said, “I think thiswill get several
other state and federal areas in-
volved.”

Pickman said the pipelinewould
be buried a minimum of four feet,
and they do not know if it will take
one or two lift stations to get the
water totheplant site.

“We will have all the permits
in place when we bring the pro-
posal back to the commission,”
he said.

Thenext city commission meet-
ingwill be5p.m. on Monday, Aug.
15.

New manager brings experience

MANAGER, from Page 1

in younger people with kidsin
school.

Weknew therewasgoingtobean
increasein cultural diversity.

“Therewerealot of thingswedid
not foresee. We asked the peopleif
they wanted this plant. We had a
vote on a one-cent sale tax to give
Seaboard $8 million to come to
Guymon.

“Therewere questionsabout us-
ingtax money to hel paprivatecom-
pany. The state Supreme Court ap-
proved it on basis of the greater
good, and that it was possible to
show thelarger return from thein-
creased popul ationand businesses.

“Thesal etax passed onan 82 per-
cent vote within the city of
Guymon. Wehadalocal grouplook
at going onacountywidebasis, but
decided it was more of acity issue
since that was where the largest
number of peoplelived. Welet the
people of Guymon vote on it, and
some people in the county got up-
set that they did not get to vote on
it. They said the plant might bein
thecity, but thepigshadtoberaised
somewhere. Wefiguredthat evenif
the county peoplehad voted, theis-
suewould have been approved.”

A nativeof Guymon, Hill gradu-
atedfrom high school therein 1967.

He attended Panhandle State Uni-
versity in Goodwell from 1967-
1971, finishing adegreeinbiol ogy,
then was a biology and chemistry
teacher in Johnson, Kan., for six
years.

“| got agrant towork toward my
master’s at Emporia State Univer-
sity,” hesaid.

“They required a one-year resi-
dency to do your thesis. | had the
hours, but | was just married and
had my first daughter. Living in
Johnson, | could not meet that re-
quirement.”

Heleft teaching to be aresearch
director and manager for Calorific,
asubsidiary of Thermonetics, north
of Guymon.

He did research on the conver-
sion of animal waste to energy for
eight years.

“Weprovedit couldbedone,” he
said, but thebest part wasweproved
you could feed the residue back to
thecattleinapellet form. Unfortu-
nately, we had troubl e getting feed
yardstobuy thepelletsdespiteuni-
versity studiesthat showeditwasa
good feed supplement.”

He became a Guymon city em-
ployeein 1985.

Hewasthedirector of water pol-
lution control for two years before
becomingthepublicworksdirector
in1987. Hewaspromotedto bethe

city mangerin 1991

While city manager in Guymon,
hesaid, hereceived grantsfor parks,
airport improvements and water
and wastewater improvements.

He helped the city develop a
planfor land application of waste-
water.

He said they grew corn for sev-
eral years, but found it wasbetter to
grow afalfa, whichtakesmorewa-
ter over alonger period and pro-
ducesat least five cuttings.

“Whenl left, the city wasgrow-
ingdairy quality hay at $110aton,”
hesaid. “1 am licensed as awaste-
water treatment operator and |abo-
ratory technician. | have investi-
gated the paperwork to get the li-
cense approved in Kansas, and
think that can be done quickly.

“Itisgoing to be abig learning
curve for me to learn the differ-
encesbetweenwhat acity in Okla-
homa can do and what thereisin
Kansas.

“Guymon built—withthehelp
of the state — a state-of-the-art
wastewater treatment system to
handle the Seaboard plant waste.
We use the gasto fire the boilers
and recycle the water till it looks
likedrinkingwater. Thebiosolids
are recycled into the mainstream
rendering process. No human
waste goes into that system. All

human waste goesinto aseparate
system because of disease prob-
lems.”

Hill will be facing some of the
same situations in Goodland with
thedevel opment of thepower plant,
ethanol plant and biodiesel plant
west of the city and the need to up-
grade the city’s wastewater treat-
ment system.

Before heretired, Pickman told
the city commission clean water
regulations being proposed that
would forcethe city to build awa-
ter treatment plant and continueto
upgradeitswater lines.

About one-third of the older
portion of the city has new water
lines installed in 1999 under a
grant and loan from the state, but
much of the rest might need to be
replaced.

Low CastLab
Services

© No Prescription needed

* Appointment needed

« Payment lor services at
time of services
requested.

Over 100 different lab tests can be
performed. NO Insurance,
Medicare or Medicaid will be
billed due to the low

costof these

services. We will fax

acopy of the results

toyour physician.

Thomas County Health Department
thomascohd@st-tel.net

350 S Range Avenue Monday through

Suite 2 . R

Colby, Kansas 67701 Friday 8am till 4pm

785-460-4596

Atiny participant carried a chicken around an obstacle course
at the Howdy Rowdy Rodeo at the Northwest Kansas District
Free Fair at the Sherman County Fairgrounds on Thursday

night.
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CLUESACROSS 2. Paragon

1. John and Haley 3. Italian money

6. Baltic and North 4. Sediment
10. Rat 5. Pouter
14. Bye 6. Billboards
15. Measurement 7. Compass pt.
16. McPherson, model 8. Skin ailment
17. Mushroom 9. Mets home
18. Hackman, actor 10. Musical composition

19. Flat bread
20. Nome resident
22.LindaMcCartney’'s maiden

name
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ment
Chinese mountain range
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Limonite and zinc
Large room

Bottom
Carte

The “King”

. Otherwise
. Sneers
. Ripen

. Scarf

. Puton

. Shackles
.Kidd’'s league
. Soup
.Ogle

. Waste
. Capital of Norway
. Forestgod

. Boss and fabric

. Breed
. Oxen
. Bloody Mary essential
Julia Roberts’ achieve-

Litigated

Portend
Tether

CLUES DOWN
1. Mia,” musical

60

. Region of the Earth
. Marriage site
.Legumes

. Lager

. Splatter
.Appropriate

. Spice

. Ethereal

.Alder, for one

. Country

. Spirit

. Nervous system, abbr.
. Chancy

. Snoot

. Cheeky

. Cookie man

. Groans

. Frequently

.Shad

. Rocked

. Dynamite

. Ermine

. Thrusts

. Pacific Islands

. Humiliate

. Release

. Disentangle

. Dunking cookie
.Canon

59.

Prima donna

___Redding, soul

singer

61.
64.

Net
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