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from our viewpoint...

Honor tarnished
by extra comments

Oneof hisfriends cameto Topekato give Sen. Tim
Huel skamp an award last week.

Grover Norquist, president of Americansfor Tax Re-
form, named Sen. Huel skamp, a Fowler Republican,
asa“Hero of the Taxpayer.”

Though it sounds like something out of the old So-
viet Union, it'sreally anice honor for aconservative
legislator. Whileonthepodium, though, hemadesome
comments about Republicans and tax increases that
drew areporter’s attention, and the result was not so
good.

“Republicanswho votefor tax increases arelike rat
head in Cokebottles,” Mr. Norquist said. “ They don’t
just hurt themselves; they damagethe brand.”

Of coursethereportershad afieldday. Sen SteveMor-
ris, who has the next district over, allowed as how he
had voted for acouple of tax increasesover theyears.
Morris, aconservativeof sorts, ispresident of the Sen-
ate, and aman of someinfluence.

Rep. Bill Light of Rollasaid he had voted for tax in-
creases for highways and schools over the years. He
thought they were good.

Nothing like offending potential alliesto get ases-
sionrolling. Sen. Huel skamp hasbeen aleader of con-
servativesinthe Senate, especially sincetheuntimely
death of Sen. Stan Clark. He has been | eading the anti
tax forces, and he deserved the award.

Hedidn't deservethenotoriety that went along with
Mr. Norquist’sremarks. What anugly phrase. Graphic
and to the point, but tastel ess.

And, whatever truebelieverssay, therearetimesatax
increaseisappropriate. Not many perhaps, but they ex-
ist.

Kansasspending hasgrown, inred dollars, morethan
four timesin40years, though. We' vehad quiteenough
tax increases over that time, thank you very much.

And while his heart was in the right place, Mr.
Norquist wasn’t doing hisfriend or the antitax move-
ment much of afavor talking likethat.

Call aspade a spade if you must, Mr. Norquist, but
leavetheratsout of it.

Theeffort to control state spending and end the con-
stant stream of tax increasesistoo important to be left
to the carel essand theloudmouthed.

With the state Supreme Court trying to establish a
right of unlimited school funding, theentire state bud-
getisinperil. Weneed all the help we can get here.

Memo to Sen. Huel skamp:

Find some new friends. — Steve Haynes
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CONGRATULATIONS!

YOU WERe BORN
IN KANGAS...

UNFORTUNATELY
IT'S ALSO
RANKED 15T
IN TAX BURDEN.,.
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TotheEditor:

Asyou al may know by now, we have can-
celed our subscription to The Star-News and
droppedall advertisingand our Internet service
duetothelack of integrity that you haveshown
over thepast few years.

Wewereonce proud of our small townlocal
paper. Your paper oncestood for thecharming
aspectsthat small townlifestandsfor our kids,
our family and our values.

Newspaper shows lack of integritf

from our
readers

® to the editor

Your paper hasbecomenothing short of tab-
loid news, and frankly, wearetired of reading
it. If we want to read gossip, we will buy that

WHICH
PRETTY MUCH
MAKES THE

f_)“ WHOLE THING
A

A WASH,

junk at the store. You and your staff should be

ashamed of what you have turned this paper
into.

We know many people in this community
feel the same as us. Have your subscription
numbers changed recently?If not, believeus,
they will!

Shad and Penny Sheldon

Goodland

Pirro vs. Clinton: A real fight for Hillory

By Dick Morris

Westchester District Attorney JeaninePirro |

isabout to announcefor the Senatefrom New
York, which will pit her against Hillary in a

battleroyal. Thisisjust thekind of fight Sen. [~ Sy

Clinton had hoped to avoid.

While Hillary would have no problem dis-
patching an opponent like Nixon son-in-law
Edward Cox or Yonkers Mayor John Spencer
(thetwo other possible GOPcontenders), Pirro
presentsareal problem.

JeaninePirroispro-choice, pro-guncontrol,
pro-affirmative action, pro-gay-civil unions
and pro-immigration. And, of course, she'sa
woman.

Inasense, Hillary will haveto end up run-
ning against someonewhoisquitelikeherself
inher publicpositions: Except, of course, Pirro
isagood old-fashioned anti-tax, anti-crime,
tough-on-terror Republicanfromthesuburbs.

Hillary would love to cloak her Senate re-
election as a necessity in the face of a deter-
mined GOP effort to overturn Roe vs. Wade
andtoroll back theclock on gun controls. But
against Pirro, she will be disarmed of al her
best issues. She will have to run on her own
record, whichislimited at best.

Pirro, on the other hand, can point out that
Hillary refusestosay shewill serveout herterm
if elected— sinceweall know that theday the
returns are in she will start her campaign for
president. (Hillary has her own twist on the
famous line of Gen. Sherman: “If elected, |
refuseto serve.”)

TheQuinnipiac Poll recently found Hillary
beat Pirro by more than 30 percentage points
— butinthesamepoll, 60 percent of thestate's
voterssaidMrs. Clinton shoul d pledgetoserve
out her full termif sherunsfor the Senate.

Jeanine looks weak in the polls right now
because shehasabout a30 percent level of real
name recognition statewide. But the fact that

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encouragesand
welcomes letters from readers. Letters
should be typewritten, and must include a
telephone number and a signature. Un-
signed letters will not be published. Form
letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or con-
sidered offensive. We reserve the right to
edit letters for length and good taste. We
encourage |etters, with address and phone
numbers, by e-mail to: <star-news@nw-
kansas.com>.
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about one Hillary voter in three says Mrs.
Clintonshould promisenottorunfor president
if she seeksre-election to the Senateisanin-
dicationall will notbewell for her assheseeks
asecond term.

If Hillary faced aright-wing opponent, vot-
erswould overlook her refusal to promiseto
serveif elected — but with Pirro, they may
cometofeel they haveachoice. Recently, Pirro
indicated, for exampl e, shewould jointhebi-
partisangroup of 14 senatorswho promisedto
savethe Senate from destruction by pledging
to support reasonable judicial nominees and
torefrainfrom unreasonablefilibusters.

And Pirro doesn’'t need to beat Hillary to
wound her. If she finishes less than the 12
points behind Clinton that Rick Lazio man-
aged inthe 2000 election, it will be avictory
of sorts. Hillary will have someexplaining to
dototell why fewer New Yorkerswanted her

to be re-elected than voted for her in thefirst
place.

And, at some point, Mrs. Clinton may feel
Pirro gaining on her and wonder if it isworth
thebattle.

It' sworthrememberingHillary did not want
Bill to runfor re-election for governor of Ar-
kansasin 1990 as he contemplated arace for
president in 1992. (Back then she had abetter
idea: Shewouldruninhisplace!)

Hillary almost hasalock onthe Democratic
nominationin 2008 and canbuildupamassive
financial and political lead over al possible
rivals. But if sheisengaged in anip-and-tuck
battlein New York to keep what she already
has, shewill haveto divert $30 million or $40
million from her presidential race and spenc
her timein Rochester, rather thanin lowa.

If Pirro postssomeearly gains, particularly
upstate, whereitischeaptodo early advertis-
ing, Hillary and Bill may read thehandwriting
onthewall and shemay pull out of therace.

Dick Morriswas an adviser to Bill Clinton
for 20 years. Look for Dick's new book “ Be-
cause He Could” about Bill Clinton. © 2005
Dick Morris, all rightsreserved. e-mail Dick
Morrisat dmredding@aol.com
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