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from our viewpoint...

Plant questions
can be answered

The development of coal-fired power plant, ethanol plant and
biodiesel plantswest of townisgreat newsfor northwest Kansas,
but there are environmental questionsthat need to be answered.

L ocal peoplearespearheading thiseffort to bring devel opment
to Sherman County. They hopeto givetheareaashot inthearm
that will bring businesses and peopleto the county.

Thisis not an effort where the city has reached out to find or
recruitthedevel opers, but agroup that sprang up withtheleader-
ship of Sherman County peoplewho haveavisionfor thefuture
of the county and the citizenswho live here.

We need the power plant, and coal seemsto bethe best way to
fuel it. Coal isabundant; there'san estimated 1,500-year supply
inthiscountry. Thecoal foundintheWest burnscleaner and bet-
ter than the coal from the East, where many of the older power
plantsare operating.

There have been problemswith older coal-fired power plants,
but many have been upgraded to reduce emissions. The Depart-
ment of Energy is continuing a research program to further re-
duceharmful airborneemissionsof dust, sulfur and mercury from
coa -fired power plants.

Health studiesdonearound coal -fired power plantsinthe 1,000-
megawatt size with problems from airborne emissions recom-
mended changesintheway power plantsallow air to berel eased.
Plants that made the improvements have dramatically reduced
their emissions. They are not perfect yet, but in many casesthe
emissionsaresimilartowhatisfoundinthenatural environment.

The spokesmen for the new plants here saysthey intend to be
cleaner than the requirements of the Environmental Protection
Agency or the Kansas Department of Health and Environment.

Weascitizensneedtobesurethebest informationisavail ableabout
thepotentia harmacoal-fired power plant might bring. At thesame
timetheinvestorsand their spokesmen ought to begivenachanceto
providedetailsof how the plantswill meet emission standards.

About 60 percent of thepower intheUnited Statescomesfrom
coal-fired plants, and with the announcement of new plants —
including atripling of the size of the Sunflower Electric Plant at
Holcomb—weneedto continueto pressfor thebest answersand
highest standards from the peopl e who want to devel op them.

The 22-megawatt plant planned for Sherman County will be
lessthan 5 percent of theoutput of theexi sting 595 megawatt coal -
fired power plant at Holcomb, builtin 1983, and about 1 percent
of thetotal of 1,795 megawattswhen thetwo new unitsarebuilt
southwest of Garden City.

Despitethesizedifference, it'simportant for thepeopledevel -
oping the plant here and the people who live hereto see that the
emissionsfulfill the promiseof “do no harm.”

We believe in municipal utilities. The proposed cogeneration
plant here is the best way to supply the needs, short of the city
spending millionsto buildanew plant to replacetheaging diesel
and natural gasunitsit hasnow. Thereisagood possibility emis-
sionsof the current plant are higher than fromthe new coal -fired
plant, though it would have about twicethe capacity.

Having apower sourcethat isnot controlled by an outsidecor-
poration can give the county and city areal advantagein thefu-
ture. Itwill put peopletowork, increasethenumber of kidsinthe
schoolsand help fill theempty buildingson Main Avenue.

Webelieveit candoall that and not beahealthrisk tothepeople
wholivehere. Our futurewill dependontheplanttokeepour lights
and computersrunning. This can be awin-win development for
all of us.— TomBetz
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P—Iieading a good way

Asl sat downat thebeauty shoptowait my turn
forahaircutlast week, | noticedthelibrary cards
onthetablenexttome. They werelying nexttoa
Nancy Drew novel.

Boy, did that bring back memories.

Summertime in the 1950s and ' 60s meant
swimming and reading.

Therewereafew summer recreation programs
for kidswhere | grew up: cutting construction
paper and usingglueat thecity park shelter house
on Saturday morning. But there was no swim
club, nosoftball for youngwomenandnoair con-
ditioning inthe homesin our neighborhood.

Morningswerefor chores— dusting, sweep-
ing, laundry and gardening. Swimming lessons
did take up morningsfor two weeks during late
Juneor early July, but therest of thetimewasours.

Welivedalongway fromthepool andthebest
way to get there was our bikes. We could walk,
but we could never decide whether it was better
togowith or without our shoes. If youworeyour
flip flops, you ended up with blisters between
your toes and if you left them home, the hot tar
on the streetsburned your feet.
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® Open season

By 2 or 3 p.m., however, we were headed
home. Polio was still a problem back then, and
our motherswere surethat you got it at the pool
on hot days.

The Carnegie Public Library was ontheway
home, and my library card got used almost ev-
ery day. Nancy Drew and the Hardy Boyswere
favoritefare.

| was partial to seafaring tales of youthswho
ran away and became cabin boys for Drake or
Raleigh.

I wouldlieonmy bedin my underwear witha
fan running full blast and alemonade at my el-
bow and delveinto other worldsasthetempera-
tureclimbed into the 90sand 100s.

Thesedays, we' retold, youngsterssitinair-con-

to pass the summer

ditioned comfort and play video gamesby thehour.

I’'m sure that happens alot. Still, | watch the
kidsheadingfor thepool ontheother sideof town
and they don’t look any different than we did.
Some are wearing flip flops and some are hop-
ping along barefooted.

Then, therearethebooks.

It's good to know that Nancy Drew and the
Hardy Boysare entertaining another generation
of youngsters, evenif thebooksarelookingalittle
ragged.

As| traveled around the country a couple of
weeksago, | saw dozensof youngsterswiththeir
noses in the latest Harry Potter book. J.K.
Rowling is agood writer, and her tales of mis-
chief and mayhem at the Hogwarts School of
Witchcraft have many avideo gamer with their
nosein abook.

It remindsme of high school, when every boy
had one of lan Fleming's*“ James Bond” paper-
backsin hisback pocket.

| don't think thoselast couple of Harry Potter
booksare gonnafit in apocket, but | bet alot of
them can befound in backpacksthisfall.

How to draw President George W. Bush

By Daryl Cagle

Political cartoonists are not much different
from comic strip cartoonists; both draw an
ongoing daily soap opera featuring aregular
cast of characters.

While comic strip cartoonists invent their
own characters, the political cartoonist’schar-
actersare givento him by eventsin theworld;
weared | drawingour ownlittledaily sagasstar-
ring the same main character, President Bush.

Aroundtheworld, cartoonistsalmost always
draw President Bush as a cowboy. Outside
America, aTexas cowboy is seen as. unedu-
cated, ill mannered, a“ trigger-happy marshal”
or outlaw who is prone to violence. Cowboy
depictions of the president by world cartoon-
istsare meant to beinsults, but Americanssee
cowboysdifferently. Inthe USA, cowboysare
noble, independent souls, living aromantic
lifestyle by taming the wilderness and taking
mattersintotheir ownhandswheneverthey see
awrong that needsto berighted. Weareana-
tion of wanna-be cowboys.

Theimage of President Bush evolveswith
each cartoonist’s personal perspective. Bush
started out asmost political cartoon characters
start out, asacaricatureof areal person, meant
toberecognizablefromaphaotograph. Astime
goeshy, the cartoonistsstop looking at photo-
graphsand start doing drawings of drawings,
thendrawingsof drawingsof drawings, sothat
the George W. Bush drawings morph into
strangely deformed charactersthat look noth-
ing likethereal man, but areinstantly recog-
nizablebecausewe vecometoknow thedraw-
ingsasasymbol of theman. Itissurprisingthat
each cartoonist’s drawings of the president
look entirely different, but eachiseasily rec-
ogni zabl e as representing the same character.

For some cartoonists, the president’s ears
have grown huge; a strange phenomenon,
since the president doesn’t have unusually
largeears, andisn’tknownfor listening. Some
cartoonistshaveseen President Bush shrinkin
height, and a combination of these has the
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president sometimeslookinglikealittlebunny
rabbit.

The president who shrank most in cartoons
wasJimmy Carter. Attheend of Carter’sterm,
he was a Munchkin, standing below knee
height on almost every cartoonist’s drawing
table. President Bush hasshrunk for only some
of the more liberal cartoonists. President
Reagan grew taller during hiscartoontermin
office. President Clinton grew fatter, even as
helost weight in real life. Bill Clinton’s per-
sonality wasfat, and the cartoonists drew the
personality rather than the man. President
Clinton is now skinny, but he will always be
fat in cartoons.

Another cartoon characteristic that has
grown from years of drawing President Bush
are his eyes, two little dots, close together,

topped by raised, quizzical eyebrows. The
close, dotted eyesare an interesting universal
phenomenon, shared by almost every cartoon-
ist, that doesn't relateto the president’sactual
features. Over time, most cartoonistswill draw
a character with eyes that grow larger, but
President Bush's eyes shrink, while his ears
grow. Theremay beapolitical messageinthat,
but | can’'tfigureit out.

I once played “Political Cartoonist Name
That Tune.” Thegamewent likethis:

“I candraw President Bushin SIX LINES.”

“Well, | candraw President Bushin FOUR
LINES!”

“| can draw President Bush in THREE
LINES!”

“OK. Draw that President!”

...and| did, twolittledotstopped by araised,
quizzical eyebrowline. Itlookedjustlikehim.

Daryl Cagleisthe political cartoonist for
MSNBC.com. Heisapast president of theNa-
tional CartoonistsSocietyandhiscartoonsare
syndicatedto over 800 newspapers. Hisbook,
“ TheBest Political Cartoonsof the Year, 2005
Edition,” isavailablein bookstores now.
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YOU KNOW, YOU CAN'T
EAT JUST ONE CANARY

ONCE I START EATING
CANARIES, 1 JUST CAN'T
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