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from our viewpoint...

Governor was right
not to sign papers

It was an unusual move.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius refused to sign appointment
papersfor aformer Smith County sheriff, naminghimto
ajob he had to leave more than a decade ago because he
had broken the law.

Good for thegovernor.

By now, Ellsworth Murphy probably is back in the
saddle as Smith County sheriff.

It shouldn’t be, but the governor has no real authority
to block an appointment by acounty party committeeto
fill avacancy inlocal office. Thelaw sayseither shesigns
thedocuments, or the appoi ntment goesinto effect with-
out her signature.

It sort of makes you wonder why the governor isin-
volved at al, but that’s not the point.

The point is, the governor was right. There’s no way
Murphy should be asheriff again.

Hewasremoved from officefor violating statelaw by
putting an illegal bug in the police chief’s house. Wit-
nesses said at the time he claimed he was investigating
her involvement in asupposed drug ring.

That never panned out, but evenif it had beentrue, it’s
wrong for alaw enforcement officer to break the law.
Buggingaperson’shomewithout awarrantisaviolation
of their constitutional rights, and aseriousoffenseinthis
country.

It'snever justified to break the law to catch bad guys,
assuming they are bad guys, especially for an officer
swornto upholdthelaw.

But theoffensewasjust amisdemeanor, sotechnically,
Murphy wasnot barred fromreappointment. All he' |l say
isthatit’sinthepast.

The county Republican committee showed poor judg-
ment and poor tastein making theselection. Therehadto
be someone more qualified for the top law enforcement
job in the county, where the elected sheriff quit and left
town.

Tofurther establishhiscredentia sasanall-around good
guy, Mr. Murphy filed alawsuit agai nst one Smith County
resident, charging slander becausethemanreferredtohim
asa“convictedfelon” after the party meeting.

He claimed he was suffering “ extreme emotional dis-
tress.”

Kansansmay havesomething closetothat, gettingaguy
likethisasacounty sheriff.

Theonly hopeisthat thestatel aw Enforcement Train-
ing Commissionwill deny himacertificate, whichwould
bar him from stayingin office.

Whatever, we applaud the governor’s good sense in
refusing to sign the appointment.

It wastheright thing to do. — Steve Haynes
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Shopping at home ought to be top priority

Someoneat acounty meeting madethesugges-
tion that if one of the commissionerswasgoing
to Salina, maybehecould pick up sometablesfor
theambulance department at an unnamed mem-
bership store.

The commissioner never made the trip, the
tables weren’t bought and the county attorney
pointed out that storesright herein Oberlin sell
that sort of thing.

Goodfor him.

Buyingtablesat Sam’sClub seemedlikeasort
of unusual dlip for the county commissioners,
who buy most of what they can here. A lot of
people probably don’t realize, though, that say,
Stanley Hardware, has accessto just about any-
thing you might want inalot of lines.

Other Oberlinbusinesseseither carry goodswe
don'’t think of or can get what you need. Most of
uscoulddoabetter job of shoppingathome. And
sometimes, it's the merchant who isto blame:
Many never advertise their entire lines, and
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peoplejust don't know what they have.

No one can buy everything they need here.
There'sno new-car deal ership any more, for in-
stance, and only one used-car lot. The city has
made every effort to work with the dealer here,
though, and that’sagood thing.

All of usshould makean effort toshopat home.
We need to support the businesses herefor two
reasons:

They provide jobs and income in our home-
town, and that’simportant.

And if we don't support them, they’ Il disap-
pear and we' |l wonder why we haveto driveto
Colby or McCaook to buy thread.

That said, we know it does no good to preach
to peopleused to driving 100 milesto buy acar.
People shop where they will shop, and it's the
merchants’ job to get them through the door.

Somework harder at that than others.

Butwhenit’stax money being spent, for food,
equipment, supplies, whatever, then the city or
county boardreally needsto makeacommitment
toshop at home.

Forthemost part, our schools, our city and our
county have done that. There's the occasional
lapse, but nobody’ sperfect. And therereally are
thingsyou can’t buy here.

Oberlinhasapretty niceway of life. Onething
weall candotopreservethatisspend our dollars
at home, wherethey help peoplein our town.

Think about that thenext timeyou’ retempted
toruntoWal-Mart for groceries—or Sam’sClub
for tables.

Wheredoyouwant your dollarsto go— Ober-
linor Arkansas?

“Yuan’ hlgher commodity prices?

By John Schlageck,

Kansas Farm Bureau |

No question about it, in today’s global
economy, trade remainsthe heartbeat of U.S.

agriculture. Worldtradeiskey tothiscountry’s [==- - = =

economic future.

Duringthelast decade, nearly half of theU.S.
wheat cropwasexported. Eachyear, morethan
30 percent of U.S. soybeansand morethan 15
percent of our corn crop are shipped overseas.
Morethan half of thegrain and livestock pro-
duced onKansasfarmswind upinthemouths
of hungry people around theworld.

U.S. farmexportsaccount for morebillions
of dollars each year and employ more than
750,000 Americans, according to the U.S.
Department of Agriculture. It'sestimated the
valueof U.S. exportsisnearly 25 percent of a
farmer’sgrosscashincome.

That’swhy therecent passageof theCentral
American-Dominican Republic Free Trade
Agreement was such good newsfor U.S. and
Kansasagriculture. Sowastherecent decision
by Chinato revalueits currency. Chinaisan
integral part of thiscountry’sworldwidetrade.

On July 21, the central bank of China an-
nounced the elimination of the Chinese
currency’spegtotheU.S. dollar. Goingforward,
thevalueof theyuanwill bebased onagroup of
international currencies, including thedollar.

Theprocessof reval uating Chinesecurrency
will havepositiveimpactsonU.S. agriculture.
Asthevalue of theyuan increases, U.S. agri-
cultural exports will become relatively less
expensive and more competitive in China.
However, the currency change aso will tend
toincreasethecost of Chinesegoodsentering
the United States.

Theinitial revaluation of the currency re-
sulted in 8.28 yuan to the dollar changing to
8.11 yuantothedollar, anincreasein value of
2 percent. China has restricted any currency
value changeto 0.3 percent per day as part of
what is described as a“ managed floating ex-
changerate.”

Economists estimate the Chinese currency
is20 percentto40 percent underval ued, which
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providesroomfor movementinrelationtothe
dollar. Chinahastied thevalueof itscurrency
totheU.S. dollar since 1997, apracticethat has
been blamed for making Chinese goods arti-
ficially cheap on world markets and hurting
American exports.

What will be the impact of these currency
changesby Chinaon U.S. agriculture? China
isthefifth-largest export market for avariety
of U.S. agricultural products, with soybeans
and cotton at thetop of thelist. The U.S. cur-
rently exportsmorethan $5.3 billion worth of
agricultural products annually to China and
imports$1.6 billionworth of Chineseagricul -
tura goods.

Economistsestimatethat ariseof 20 percent
inthevalue of theyuanisnecessary for an ap-
preciable impact on the volume of U.S. ex-
ports. A more widespread effect could be the

impact on other Asian nations that have fol-
lowed China’sleadinthepast and kept curren-
ciesartificialy low inrelationtothedollar. A
widespread moveby Asiannationstomodern-
ize currencies would result in more bulk anc
processed U.S. agricultural exports to those
regions.

Thedecision by the Chinese government to
begin the process of revaluation indicates
desiretointegrate the Chinese economy more
closely into global markets. Of even greater
importancefor thoseinvolvedin China smar-
ket isthe current 9 percent annual growth rate
for the economy and increased demand by
Chinese consumers for other nations' goods
and services.

Revaluatingtheyuanisawinfor U.S. export-
ers, U.S. and Kansas farmers and ranchers,
Chinese consumers and China’'s overall
economy.

John Schlageck of KansasFarmBureau has
been writing about farming and ranching in
Kansasfor 25 years. He isthe managing edi-
tor of Kansas Living, a quarterly magazine
dedicatedtoagricultureandrural lifein Kan-
sas.
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“'you KNOW WHEN 'F'DR SIGNED THAT ACT INTO LAW, THE AVERAGE

NT PROGRAMS WAS ONLY 62.5 YEARS!”
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