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Coach ready for busy sports $easons

'

By Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News

Coaching three sportsin high
school isn’t unheard of in Kansas,
especially in Class4A and smaller
schools. What's rare is being suc-
cessful inall three.

Thatiswhat JonMcLeandidlast
year, leading both the Cowboys
football and basketball teams to
post-season play, and sending two
golfersto the statetournament.

Now thecoach sayshe’snot only
ready doitall again, but determined
toimproveon last year'sresultsin
all three sports.

Twoyearsago, M clL ean coached
the basketball team and assisted in
football and golf. Hedid not expect
hisresponsibilitiestogrow asquick
asthey did last August.

M cL ean knew hewould be back
onthebasketball court and knew he
would take over for J.D. Hooper
coaching the boys golf team. Tak-
ing over the football program just
fivedaysbeforethefirstgamecame
as acomplete surprise, but herose
tothechallenge.

McL ean had just started his sec-
ondseasonasanassistant for Coach
Tony Diehl when hewas called in
to a special meeting by the
Goodland School Board. Told that
Diehl had beensuspended, McL ean
was asked to take over as head
coach of thefootball team.

The Cowboys responded to the
change by winning their first five
games, finishingtheregular season
8-1and 6-0inthe Northwest Kan-
sasL eague. They swept District 15,
winning all three games, then went
on to win their first two playoff
games before losing to Rose Hill
Highinthe state semi-finals.

Atleast three Cowboysfromthe
Class of 2005 continue playing

Coach Jon McLean made a
point to his players during the
Cowboys’ first practice held

Monday.
Photo by Greg Stover
The Goodland Star-News
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football this season in college.
Brock Lohr will play for the Goril -
lasof Pittsburg StateUniversity, al -
though he may redshirt the 2005
season. Derrick Raymer and Davic
Livengood are with the Bronc-
bustersof Garden City Community
College.

This past basketball season,
McL eansaid, wasthebest the Cow-
boys had in his six years as their
coach. After going 14-8 in 2002-
2003, Goodlandfell to8-13thenext
season. Risingtoanother challenge,
he helped the team turn things
aroundin 2004-2005, finishing the
season 15-6, including aperfect 7-
OintheNorthwest KansasL eague.

Although noneof theteam’sfour
seniorswill play collegebasketball
thisseason, M cL ean doeshaveone
player from the Class of 2004 who
is expected to move up to his
school’s varsity team this coming
season. Lance Tedford, a sopho-
moreat Midland L utheran College
in Olathe, is expected to be a key
member of the Warriors' team in
November.

M cL eangraduated from Bethany
Collegein Lindsborg in 1991 with
aBachelor of Artsdegreein health
and physical educationandaminor
in social studies. He played three
seasons as a running back on the
Swedesfootball team and four asé
point guard on their basketball
team. McLean earned a master’s
degree in sports administration
from Wichita State University in
2000.

Thecoach, whoteachesphysical
education and world geography,
came to Goodland in June 1999
with hiswife Lynette, afirst-grade
teacher at Central Elementary.
Lynette will be the high school’s
cheerleader sponsor thisyear. The
McL eans have three children,
Cade, 5; Maggie, 4; and Josie, 1C
months.

“1 enjoy both sportsand working
withkids,” McLean said, “and this
isagreat opportunity to do both at
thesametime.”




