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Visitors board offers to help chamber

By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

The Sherman County Conven-
tion and Visitors Bureau’s board
decided Thursday to extend ahand
to the floundering Goodland Area
Chamber of Commerce.

Goodland Star-NewsEditor Tom
Betz went tothe meeting Thursday
afternoon expecting the Chamber
boardto makeapresentationasthey
had made to the county Economic
Development Council on Tuesday.

No one from the Chamber was
there, but Betz told the board about
the Chamber’spleafor helpwithits
$22,000debt. Visitor’ sbureauboard
memberstalked about whether they
could share office space and possi-
bly allow the Chamber freerent for
afew months.

Members talked about conflicts
that occurred when the Chamber and

visitors bureau shared an office be-
foregoingtheir separatewaysafew
yearsago and whether the Chamber
isbeing responsiblewithitsmoney.

Board members agreed some
matterswould havetobehammered
out before amove could be made,
such as how incoming phone calls
would beanswered and whowould
be responsible to man the office.
They were concerned about the
Chamber’s supposed refusal to re-
|ease some financial information,
especially relating to the Tracy
Lawrenceconcert heldaspart of the
Freedom Fest.

Nonetheless, board members
agreedtheChamber isimportant, and
they should offer tohel pif the Cham-
ber will work out an agreement.

“We need a Chamber of Com-
merce,” said Dale Neill, chairman
of the visitors bureau board. “We

needtoforget the past and makean
offer, offer the olive branches.”

If thetwo agencies split the rent
at the visitor’s bureau office, Neill
said, it would be $160-170 per
month each. He asked if the board
would be willing to subsidize the
Chambers' half for, say, six months.

“It'seasy for usasaboard to say
what wewant,” said board member
Brenda McCants, “but the people
who are going to deal with it are
Donna(Price, visitorsbureau man-
ager) and Courtney (Warden, cham-
ber manager).”

They need to meet, McCants
said, and both entities need to get
their expectations down on paper,
have abusinessmodel in place.

Board member Lincoln Wilson,
owner of the Howard Johnson Ho-
tel, said he had been told by one
person the Chamber made its bud-

getfor theTracy Lawrenceconcert
and by another that it hadn’t and
thenwastolditwasn't hisbusiness
if he'snot aChamber member.

“1"m not comfortable going in
withthem,” hesaid.

Board member Ryan Hageman,
manager of Wendy’s, said even
though heisamember of the Cham-
ber, he was told he couldn’t have
information about the concert’sfi-
nances.

“My concern,” hesaid, “isif you
baby them along, you end up con-
tinuing to baby them along.”

Hageman said hepayshisCham-
ber dueseventhoughhedoesn't at-
tendthe meetingsand doesn’t even
know when they are.

“We need aChamber,” hesaid.

“l don't have a problem with
lending a hand or adesk,” Wilson
said, “butwecan’tforceitonthem.”

Council approves business tax, incentives policy

POLICY, from Page la

competitive with Colorado and
other states,” said Harlan House, a
council member and area farmer
and cattleman.

Timm said the scale of tax ex-
emptionswasnot set at 100 percent,
but that the council could change
the figures before approving the
draft to be sent to the county com-
missionersfor approval.

“ldon’tlikefreelunches,” Timm
said. “People have to pay some of
their way.”

“The application has to be ap-

proved by the (state) Board of Tax
Appeals,” House said. “ There has
tobeacost-benefit analysisaspart
of theappli cationwhich showshow
much increasein salestax and em-
ployment the new business or ex-
pansion would benefit the city and
county.”

Council Chairman John Garcia,
owner of Garcia'sFurnitureand Ap-
plianceandacity commissioner, said
he agreed with Timmthat thetax ex-
emption should not be 100 percent.

“Theapplicant hastoshow aben-
efittothecommunity,” Timmsaid,
“and the application has to go

through several stepsand includes
apublic hearing before the county
approval and then goesto the state
for review.”

“We need to adopt this and take
ittothecounty,” Housesaid. “With
the county approval, it would be-
comepolicy. Thisprogramgivesus
aformal basetoencouragebusiness
development.”

“Looksgreat,” said Steve West,
acouncil member and president of
Western State Bank. “| think it will
beareal opportunity toexpand eco-
nomicdevelopmentinthecounty.”

House asked Rasure if he liked

the figures in the tax exemption
policy or if he would rather have
them be changed to 100 percent.

“1 like the figures the way they
are,” Rasuresaid.

City Commissioner Dave
Daniels asked if the county could
come back and changethe policy.

Timm and Rasure said changes
could be made each year, more of -
tenif necessary.

The council unanimously ap-
proved the policy. Timm and other
council members planned to be at
the county commi ssion meetingto-
day to present the policy.

Friday night good time to gaze at the red planet

MARS, from Page la

Beach article. The August issue of
“Astronomy” saysit will be at its
largest thenight of Nov. 7. Thesame
article says87 percent of thecircle
of Marswill bevisibleby theend of
August, so now isthetimeto start
watching.

“1 think thisiswhat the commu-
nity needs,” Thompson said.

TheHale-Bopp comet got people
interestedinastronomy in 1993, he
said, but the trend was short-lived.
Astronomy isGod'sglory, hesaid,
andyoudon’t necessarily havetobe

religious to enjoy it; it's there
whether you likeit or not.

“There's no way we're the only
ones in the universe,” Thomspon
added. “It’sarrogant tothink we' re
theonly intelligent creatures.”

Thompsonsaidhisinterestinas-
tronomy devel opedwhenhewasan
aircraft mechanicintheAir Force.
He was a crew chief for an SR-71
spy plane, aplane that is called
Black Bird by the English. The
planehasacamerathat locksinthe
North Star, Thompson said, adding
that hewasfascinated that starscan
guidepeople.

Thompson said he worked for
UnitedAirlinesin San Franciscofor
10yearsand PiedmontAirlinesbe-
foretravelingthrough Goodland on
hisway toajobin Tennessee. When
hestopped at aGoodlandtruck stop
for dinner, he met Bonnie, who be-
came hiswifein 1999 and was his
reason for moving to Sherman
County.

Classifieds work!
Call 899-2338

Thompsonisadesaler for TheSky
Six computer software programs
that show thelocationsof starsand
planetsandtrackstheir movements,
predicting futurelocations.

He also is a dealer for Meade
telescopesandfor Sky Shed, which
makes observatories with roll-off
roofs.
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www.goodlandnet.com/movies \ 1203 Main — Phone 899-6103
Tonight 7:00
Sky High
(PG)
Starts Friday 7:00
Wedding Crashers (R)
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By Sharon Corcoran
The Goodland Star-News

What wouldyoudowithabig,
red 1990 L ondon-type Ford bus
that says” Topsideof Kansas’ on
theside?

Since the Sherman County
Convention and Visitors Bureau
decidedatitsmeeting Thursday to
sell itby sealed bids, you cannow
think about what you' ddowithit.

Bureau Director Donna Price
said the bus may need some ex-
pensiverepairs. It had been used
for tours, she said, but theinsur-
ance was costly, and the repairs
could be expensive, too.

Theinsurancewas high for the
busto carry passengers, Pricesaid,
and the bureau didn’t charge for
the tours. Now, she said, the bu-
reau hasawalkingtour and adriv-
ing tour. When tour buses come,
shesaid, therearevolunteerswho
will steponthebustogivethetour.

“We can accomplish the same
thingin other ways,” shesaid.

Board members suggested
asking the Northwest Kansas
Technical Collegeabout making
therepairsbeforesellingthebus
and the possibility of using it as
an information booth at the
Flatlander Fall Festival.

Buttheboard decidedtoadver-
tisetosell it by sealed bid. It was
bought with tax dollars, Price
said, soitshould besoldinapub-
lic manner.

Sealed bids solicited
for red tour bus

In other business:

* Boardmember LincolnWil-
son talked about plans for the
Flatlander Fall Festival. Flyers
are out, he said, 20 events are
planned so far, and entertain-
ment isplanned.

» Wilsontoldtheboard hehad
received an e-mail with com-
plaints about alack of cleanli-
ness at the Economy 9 motel.
After discussing the contents
andthepossibility that the prob-
lem couldreflect badly on Good-
land, especially if the motel is
listed intourist information, the
boardvoted to passtheinforma-
tion on to the County Commis-
sionwith arequest they find out
if the motel pays guest tax and
seeif theHealth Department can
do anything about the situation.

* The board voted to spend
about $1,5000n116“welcome”
flags, 36 poles and needed
bracketstoreplacethedamaged
flags on Main Ave. between
Eighth and 17th and to extend
thewelcomedown Cherry Ave.
past Pioneer Park.

* Pricesaidthestate Travel In-
formation Center at Kanorado
will charge$250 per year tostock
thevisitor’sguides.Alot of com-
munities are talking about boy-
cottingthecenters, shesaid. The
board needsto keep ontop of the
situation and decide whether to
participate if there is a boycott.

NEVER COULD A WARRANTY BE
MORE IMPORTANT
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At Drs. Morrison & Wahlmeier, we not only offer the
most comprehensive vision and eye health

s, but we also back our eyewear with a two

year frame and lens warranty. At Drs. Morrison &
‘Wahlmeier, we also offer:

Large selection of eyewear in all price ranges

Prescription and nonprescription sunglasses,
including Oakleys

Certified Opticians

DRrs. MoRRISON & WAHLMEIER
FAMILY PRACTICE OPTOMETRISTS

180W. 6th, Colby, 462-8231

110W. 10th, Goodland, 899-3654
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Years of Outstanding Service

You're Invited

Come and Celebrate
our 30th Anniversary

August 20, 2005
2-5p.m.
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Co-Founder: Lonny Kear
Gone....But not forgotten

Enjoy
coffee and
donuts

= 16 years - Randy Selbe

= 24 years - Scott Gilmer

= 30 years - Nancy Kear - Co-founder
= 20 years - Robert Rall

Collision Specialists - Foreign and Domestic since 1975

CERTIFIED

AUTO BODY, INC.

1933 Caldwell « Goodland, Kan. 67735 « (785) 899-6311




