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from other pens...

Oberlin facing
liguor sales Issue

Should Oberlin stores be allowed to sell beer, wine and
liquor on Sunday?

Absolutely.

Now that Kansashasmodernizedit’sliquor lawstoallow
Sunday sales, thereisnoreasonwhy Oberlinshould not fall
intoline.

It'salocal decision now, and it ought to beasimpleone.

There no reason to force people to drive to Nebraska—
or evenanother Kansastown— to buy asix-pack onaSun-
day.

Thereisno reason to allow business and money to flow
out of townwhenwe can keepit here.

Oberlin’sbeer andliquor dealersaresmall businesspeople
who need all the income they can get. We should support
them.

Thisisn’'tall that bigadeal . Wealready haveliquor stores
and beer in stores. Wedoubt allowing Sunday saleswill in-
crease liquor consumption here by more than a drop. But
every dollar countsto asmall business, and most are strug-
gling.

It's hard to imagine any serious drawbacks from allow-
ing Sunday sales. It’slegal now todrink on Sunday, but we' re
not seeing any problemsaround town.

Sure, there are alcoholics and drunks addicted to booze.
It'samajor social and medical problem. But they buy their
stock now, legally, on weekdays.

It'scustomary in K ansasfor afew preachersto opposeany
change, inany town, inliquor laws. That could happen here.

Religion and the Sabbath should not, however, be part of
thediscussion.

It struethat Sunday isaholy day observed by many, but
not all, churches. Under the U.S. Constitution, though, the
government isnot allowed to “ establish” areligion.

It's up to churches to convince their members either to
drink responsibly or toabstainfromal cohol, whatever their
beliefsrequire. That isnot the city’sconcern.

Thefacts of life are these: Oberlin people do drink, and
Oberlin consumers and businesses will benefit from this
change.

The City Council should approveit and moveusoninto
the 21st century. — Steve Haynes

Editor’snote: Sofar the Goodland City Commission has
not been asked to consider Sunday beer, wine and liquor
sales.—TomBetz

Letter Policy

The Goodland Star-News encourages and wel comes letters
from readers. L etters should be typewritten, and must include
atelephone number and a signature. Unsigned letterswill not
be published. Form letters will be rejected, as will letters
deemed to be of no public interest or considered offensive.
We reserve the right to edit letters for length and good taste.
We encourage letters, with address and phone numbers, by e-
mail to: <star-news@nwkansas.com>.
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Now time to rebuild my wardrobe

| didn’t reach my goal, but it was agood year
and I’ m making my new resolutionsright now.

Nope, thisisn't aNew Year’s column that got
lostintheshuffle. It'sananniversary celebration
for my diet.

OnAug. 15last year | decidedthat | wastired of
not being ableto button my jeans, of wearing only
€lasticwaistbandsand of being pleasingly plump.

| decided that | would lose 20 pounds.

Steve pointed out that if | lost apound aweek
for an entire year, | would lose 52 pounds. This
got meto thinking that | could be back down to
theweight | waswhen| got marriedin 1971.

Atthesametime, | found aweight and height
chart that claimed | was obese.

Obese, not overweight, not pleasingly plump
—justplainfat. And, unfortunately, | had thetoo-
tight pantsto proveit.

Sol hitthediettrail.

Thefirst few monthswere exciting. Over the
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firstfewweeks, | lost apound every threetofour
days. Thiswasgood. Thiswould be easy.

Thencametheholidays, andthelosings owed
down. After that it was a pound aweek for sev-
eral moremonths.

Then camethe summer, and thingsslowed to
acrawl asl lost apound every two weeks. Then
fromJuly 1throughAug. 15, | lost just onepound.

Andthat’swherel am. Down 37 poundsin 52
weeks.

Thegoodnewsisl’ vegonefromasize 16 pant
size, almost ready for an 18, toatight 10.

Thebad newsisnothingfits. I'mwatchingthe

sales and hitting thrift stores and yard sales, so
I’mrebuilding my wardrobe.

Still, I'm not done. Thereare 15 pounds of fat
still sitting on my hips and butt and they’ re go-
ing to haveto decamp.

So, I'm taking a deep breath, giving my old
clothesto the thrift store and planning my next
campaign. Those size 10 pants | bought are re-
aly tootight and | needto shrink into them.

RENEN

| have beenresisting thetemptationtowritee
cat column, but some stories haveto be shared.

| haveto stop leaving my windowsdown.

| wasin Norton earlier thisweek and ready tc
headfor home. | startedthecar and turned arounc
tocheck to seeif therewasanyonebehind meon
the street. Therewasn't any traffic, but there on
the back seat wasapretty littletabby.

“Meow,” shesaid. “Out,” | said.

Sorry kitty, I'mfull upinthe cat department.

The President’s promiscuous passions

By John F. Rohe

The graphic details of suffering, malnutri- |,

tion, and death of innocent childrenin Niger
striketo the core of our humanity.

The caring search their soul, and reachinto |= S

their pocket for aresponse dictated by their
perception of thecrisis.

Disturbingimagesof scarcitiesinfood, wa-
ter and medical necessitiesin Niger scour the
planet at the speed of light. Newsreportscon-
firm the effects of horrifying food shortages.
Compassionmounts. At breakneck speed, our
president recogni zesand respondsto theshort-
ageby increasing food aid.

Let’'sconcedethat President Bushisacom-
passionate humanbeing. Whenaneedisper-
ceived, he would strive to respond to the cri-
sis, asframed by hisdepth of vision.

Sadly, the frenetic response only addresses
symptoms, not causes. The primary culpritis
ignored or forgottenamidthehurried reaction.
The President’s well-intentioned, but impul-
sive, effortscan perversely domoreharmthan
good. Inhisrushtoassist, theroot cause of the
problemisobscured.

The president’s perspective is constrained
by thedepth of hisvision. What mightlook like
a friendly gesture through a close-
range camera can resemble aTrojan horsein
a telephoto lens. Photographers expand a
camera sdepth of field by squinting the aper-
ture. That might explain the problem. If the
president would squint just right, hemight per-
ceivethelongtermwith greater clarity.

Niger ishometo over 12 million people. It
hasafertility rate of 8.0 children per woman.
Thisis by far the highest fertility rate in the
world according to the Population Reference
Bureau. The next highest fertility rateis 7.1
children per womanin Somalia.

Notwithstanding Niger’stragiclossof life
claimed by malnutrition, AIDS, malaria, and
other humanthreats; its 12 million peopleare
projected to reach 53 millionin 2050! M ean-
while, theal arming description of “ shortages”
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is destined to continue wearing on the
president’s short-sighted conscience.

In continuing to send urgent food aid while
withholding funding for international family
planning, President Bush perversely com-
poundstheeventual humansuffering. Will his
conscience be eased when the starvation ex-
ponentially expandsto 53 million?

Askthepersononthefrontline. They would
tell youtherearetoo many mouthstofeed. But
from the vantage of the White House, no one
ever diesof overpopulation.

Has it become unfashionable to discuss
population pressuresin polite company?Isit
too harsh to consider fertility as a culprit?
Would our humanity suffer afall fromgraceif
the propensity to procreateisindicted in this
tragiclossof life?

For the nearsighted, scarcity ispalpablein
the African subcontinent. Meanwhile, others
envisionaburgeoningemergency inthefuture.

where to write

Thepresident’sswiftresponseonly leavestime
torecogni zetheeffectsof overpopulation. The
root cause remains concealed from his pur-
view.

A “food shortage” isthe mirror image of &
“peoplelongage.”

Will westill be characterizing Niger’'sdes-
peratepleaasa”food shortage,” asthoughthe
food is to blame, in 2050? How much more
suffering might Niger need to endure before
our President awakenstothepromiscuousside
of hiscompassion? Will it bethefault of fooc
when Niger strugglesto feed 53 million? Or
will he blithely ignore that “inevitable”
crisis? Can we ignore that calamity while
awaiting the compassion of our successors?

Thepresidents' policy enableshimtoderive
personal satisfaction, but it exacts ahefty hu-
man toll. The crisisin Niger is an opportune
timefor Bush to re-eval uate the opposition to
international family planning incentives.

To implement death control with no birth
control is,inpractice, cruel-hearted, naive, anc
disrespectful.

John F. Roheisaboard member of the Fed-
eration for Federal Immigration Reformanc
a lawyer practicing in Petoskey,
Mich.john@rohemail.com
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