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Happy 105th!

Hazel Webster (left) visited with Sharon Lightle as she celebrated
her 105th birthday at the Sherman County Good Samaritan Cen-
ter Wednesday, Aug. 24, 2005. Staff at the center bought and
made gifts for her thatincluded alighthouse snow globe that lights

up and makes the sound of the ocean and seagulls when it's

touched, and items with St. Bernards, her favorite breed of dog.
Photo by Sharon Corcoran/The Goodland Star-News

Rotarians learn about health care

The Goodland Rotary Club met
at noon Friday at the Vocational
College to hear from Dr. Travis
Daiseabout hispracticeand health
careingeneral.

Brenda McCants, Rotarian of
the Day, introduced her guest,
Leandro Deguzman, director of
the Good-land Family Health
Center.

Deguzman is from the Philip-
pinesand hiswifeisafloor nursein
charge of the surgery at Goodland
Regiona Medical Center

McCants introduced Dr Daise,

whotalked about community health
care.

He discussed health care issues,
theneedfor everyoneover 6 months
of ageto receiveaflu shot and rec-
ommended pneumoniashotsfor at-
risk patients.

Speaking of hisown philosophy,
Dai sesaidadoctor-patient rel ation-
shipistruly apartnershipemphasiz-
ingtheindividual patient’smedical
needs.

The doctor emphasized the im-
portance of “communityism,” the
needtobeinvolvedinall aspectsof

community life and not just your
own vocation and profession. To
summarize his philosophy in this
regard, hesaid, “pitchinandbein-
volved in all aspects of your com-
munity and reap the benefits.”

Rotary President Ron Lucas re-
minded all of the Tailgate Party to
be held before the Cowboy-Indian
Football game at 4:30 p.m. on Fri-
day at Steever Park. All Rotarians
and their wives are invited, and
Hoxie Rotarians are the invited
guests. Food and drink will be pro-
vided.

Participants are asked to bring a
chair or two.

Members made certain Rotarian
Larry Morgan celebrated his 95th
birthday instyleby having cake, ice
cream and a rousing rendition of
Happy Birthday. Morgan has been
aRotarian since 1933.

Larry McCantsisRotarian of the
Day for Friday, and he has chosen
engineer John McCullough, of
JMC Engineering of London, to
present aprogram.
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Are consumers
getting gouged
with fuel prices?

Dear Attorney Gen-
eral Kline:

| just filled my car
withgasand can't be-
lieve how high the
pricesare. Andwhat's
wor seisthey continue
torise. Isn'tthisprice
gouging?

Dear Kansas Consumer:

With gasoline prices at or near
record levels, thisisaquestionfre-
guently being asked by consumers
in Kansas and acrossthe country.

The Kansas Consumer Protec-
tionAct providesbroad protections
against unconscionable pricing in
general, not just for gasoline.

Initssimplest terms, an “ uncon-
scionable” priceisapricethat far
exceeds what the current market
conditionswould justify.

As consumers, we need to be
aware that during normal market
conditions, pricefluctuationsof 20
or 30 percent canfrequently bejus-
tified, depending on market condi-
tions, even when those factors are
not readily apparent to the public.

Sincegasoline pricesareamong
the most volatile of pricesin our
economy today, when the prices
change, weall noticeit.

But like most goods, the price of
gasolinecan changefor anumber of
reasons— seasonal driving habits
affect gasoline prices and weather
patterns alter the demand for fuel,
whilerefinery problemsand politi-
cal considerationsin OPEC coun-
tries affect fuel supplies, which
cause the price of crude oil to in-
crease, which in turn can cause
pricesat the pump toincrease.

Itisunlikely that any violation of
Kansaslaw will betriggereduntil a
station’s price per gallon grossly
exceedsthe priceof thesame prod-
uct in similar markets.

Butif thereisevidencethat asup-
plier hasartificialy increasedtheir
selling price a significant amount
beyond what other suppliersinthe
market are charging for the same
product, then there is a basis to
guestion what factorscould justify
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that change.

If the supplier cannot provide ¢
legal basisforthesubstantial differ-
ence, thenthe Consumer Protection
Act’s prohibitions and possible
penaltiesmay be applied.

The Kansas Consumer Protec-
tionlawsexist toremedy trueprice
gouging, not to regulate supply-
driven fluctuations or to fix gas
pricesat alevel wewouldall prefer
to be paying.

Nothingintheconsumer protec-
tion act attemptsto set the market
price, but it does provide a means
to punishthosewho act withthein-
tent to defraud or abusethe public
trust.

If you areaware of astation sell-
ingat apricewell inexcessof other
similar suppliers or asituation in
which all stations double their
pricesinashort period of time, you
should contact my Consumer Pro-
tection Division by calling 1-800-
432-2310, or by visiting our wek
siteat www.ksag.org.

Kansas consumers should be as-
sured that my officeis prepared tc
litigate cases in which we believe
sudden gasoline price jumps dc
constitute “unconscionable” in-
Creases.

Attorney General Phill Kline of-
fersthispublic serviceto help you
avoid becoming a victim of con-
sumer fraud. Although some of the
details have been changed, the
casesappearinginthiscolumnare
based onactual complaintsor ques-
tions.

For further information or tofile
acomplaint, pleasewrite Attor ney
General Phill Kline, Consumer
Protection Division, 120 SW 10th
Ave., 2nd Floor, Topeka, Kansas
66612, or call the toll-free Con-
sumer Hotline, 1-800-432-2310.
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