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Weekend drug sweep nets nine

DRUGS, from Page la

Dighton, whereheallegedly picked
up themethamphetaminestosell to
the Denver man.

“Asfar aswe're concerned, this
has been an ongoing thing for the
last threeyears,” hesaid.

The busts, Murphy said, did not
involve any methamphetamine
labs, but arefor drugtrafficking. He
said the drugs originated at the
Mexican border.

Thegroup, hesaid, hasbeensup-
plyingdrugsacrossnorthwest Kan-
sasfrom Kanorado to Dighton and
in between. Murphy said he hopes
last weekend's busts cut off ama-
jor suppliers.

Police recovered $9,000 in cash
along with the quarter pound of
methamphetaminesat thehotel and
asmall quantity of meth at Hill's
home. Murphy said somemetham-
phetamineswerefoundinDighton,
along withasmall amount of mari-
juana. No firearms were found in
the searches.

After arresting the suspects,
Murphy said, police have 48 hours
to press charges. He said Monday
policehaveasked county attorneys
to press charges including posses-
sionwithintent tosell methamphet-
amines, saleof methamphetamines,

M ethamphetaminesarean of -
tenoverlooked probleminnorth-
west Kansas, says Douglas
Murphy, drug enforcement coor-
dinator for the Quad County
Drug Task Force.

Murphy said 98 percent of
people who use meth will be-
comeaddicted. Kickingthehabit
it hard, with an only 7 percent
successrate with rehabilitation.

The biggest problem facing
law enforcement, he said, isthe
apathy of the community.

A meth education seminar at
theNorthwest KansasTechnical
College earlier this month
brought out about 15 people, he
said.

“Most peoplel’vefound,” he
said, “don’t believe there’s a

Meth often overlooked as big problem

problem or don't believe the
problem affectsthem.”

He said while Goodland,
Sharon Springs and Colby are
small towns, thereis still drug
use here.

“We aren’t immune to what
affectstherest of theworld,” he
said, adding the percentage of
use is no higher or lower than
Kansas City, Wichita or any-
whereelse.

Murphy said many peoplefeel
drug crimes are a victimless
crime, but the problem hits
peopleinthe pocketbook.

Hesaid productivity of addicts
islow, and they can cause inju-
ries and eventually force others
to carry their weight. Addicts
who aren’t employed, he said,

aremakingand spending money
outsideof regular commerce, so
they don't pay taxes.

When an addict gets arrested
on drug charges, Murphy said,
they usually seek help. He said
the addict sees the error of his
waysand wantstreatment, but it
often doesn’t | ast.

“Meth is extremely addic-
tive,” hesaid.

Educationisthekey tobattling
the meth problem, he said, and
the public can be abig help to
police.

“We, inlaw enforcement,” he
said, “can’t do this on our own.
We need the help of the public.”

Extraeyesandearshelppolice
follow methamphetaminemanu-
facturing, use and trafficking.

conspiracy to sell methamphet-
amines, use of drug paraphernalia
to sell or distribute and not having
state drug tax stamps.

Hesaidchargesareanticipatedin
Sherman, Wallace and Lane coun-
ties.

The past three years of surveil-

lance will bring more charges for
drug trafficking, sale and distribu-
tion later, Murphy said.

The arrests were made in coop-
eration by the task force, the Kan-
sas Bureau of Investigation; the
Wallace, Lane, Sherman, Greeley
and Logan county sheriff’sdepart-

ments; theGoodland Police; andthe
Eastern Colorado PlainsDrug Task
Force.

TheQuad County Drug Task Force
includes the Logan, Thomas, Sher-
man, Wallace and Greeley county
sheriffs and the Oakley, Colby and
Goodland police departments.

City, county meet\Wednesday on road project

ROADS, from Page la

the major arteriesto the city, roads
that have been identified by both
commissions. Those include old
U.S. 24 acrossthecounty, Caldwell
Ave. north to K-27, Eighth Street
west to County Road 14 and south
on County Road 14 to County Road
64, serving the Energy Center site.
Seventeenth Street from the rail-
road trackswest to Broadway isone
of the city streetslisted in thejoint
plan.

Estimatesarethesemainarteries
would cost $11 million, and bonds
would beissuedtoget construction
moving. The bondswould be paid
back by the one-cent salestax over
about 10 years. Depending on the
total cost, thetax could take ayear
or two longer to pay off the bonds
beforeit would disappear.

If the city commissioniswilling
to ask citizensto approve the sales
tax, itwould hold aspecial election
in November or December.

The city commission has called
a special meeting for Wednesday

maybetwo next year.

Thecounty’sold gradersareslicing throught the
repair budget, and PublicWorksDirector Curt Way
thinks they need to buy a new one this year and

Way and Steve Goodman, road and bridge super-
visor, told county commissionerslast Tuesday the
department was having quite afew expensive re-
pairson road graders and other equi pment.

Way said the county graders are beyond their
warranty, and the county isnot ableto take advan-
tage of abuy-back program from Caterpillar.

Heand Goodman suggested thedepartment needs
toreplaceonegrader thisyear, and possibly twomore
next year to begin to get the equipment up to date.

Way said the cost of repairs on one grader was

Grader repairs slice through repair budget

over $24,000 and that was enough to put a down
payment on anew grader.

Way said he expects the total repairsto be over
$86,000, meaning they will have to shift money
fromthe asphalt lineitem to cover the costs.

“1 want to try to buy onemotor grader by theend
of theyear,” Way said. “ Next year, maybetwo mo-
tor gradersand apickup or possibly aloader.

“We need two motor graders now and one next
year, but we can't justify the paymentsthisyear.”

Commissioner MitchTiedesuggested Way check
toseewhat might beavailableand comeback tothe
next commissioner meeting.

Rasuresuggested theroad and bridgebudget bein-
creased next year to planfor purchase of twograders.

morning with the road project as
oneof theagendaitemstoallowthe
commission to act if an agreement
isreached.

Another item on the city and
county agendafor thejoint meeting
isapresentationby S& T Telephone
about the city and county changing
phoneservices. Thecity and county

have ajoint phone system that has
been with Southwestern Bell, but
thecontractisduetoendin October.

S& T representatives ask the city
and county about changing about two
years ago, but at that time it would
have cost the two about $20,000 to
get out of the Bell contract.

Bell, now known as SBC, has

giventhecounty somefiguresona
new contract, and those will be
avail abletothetwo commissionsto
compare to the presentation from
SKT.

Thecommissionerswill meetin
thecommissioner roomonthemain
floor of the Sherman County Court-
house, 813 Broadway.

Two board candidates to be interviewed

SCHOOL, from Page la

as assi stant eighth grade boys bas-
ketball coach; Cleve Trachsel as
seventh grade boys basketball
coach; Char Avilaas assistant sev-
enth grade boys basketball coach;
TravisWitmanaseighthgradeqgirls
basketball coach; Greg Craig as
junior high track coach; David
Hardy as junior high track coach;
Connie Livengood as junior high
track coach; Tracy Waugh asjunior
high cheerleading sponsor; and
Gerald Weber as a substitute bus
driver al for the 2005-2006 school
year.

Before the vote for the hires,
board member LeAnn Friedrichs
asked if the coaches' salarieswere
accounted for in the budget.

She expressed concern about
having so many coachesfor the45-
member football team and only
having one teacher per 30-student
class.

Board member Marty Meliasaid
sportsteamsaresplitinto offensive
and defensive groups that need
separate attention. Board member
Fritz Doke said the classroom and
thefootball field aren’t the same.

Headdedthat theboard putsaides
inlarger classroomswhereteachers
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need help. They plan, hesaid, tohire
aides for kindergarten classrooms
that have 22 studentsin each.

 Accepted the resignation of
Shawn Gastineau ashigh school li-
brary technician and Ardy
Showalter asateacher aide.

« Approved billsfor $62,694.

» Gave Selby permission to seek
and accept thehighest bidtoinvest
cash in the contingency reserve.

Selby said thereis $1 million cur-
rently inacertificateof depositwith
First National Bank that expires at
the end of the month.
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Brewster All-Star Booster Club

Calendar for Aug. 31 - Sept. 6

Friday - Football at Otis Bison, 7 p.m.
Monday - No school, Labor Day

Tuesday - Volleyball at Weskan, 3 p.m.
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Budget is good news
for county taxpayers

BUDGET, from Page la

With a$5 millionincreasein
assessed valuation, the total
county budget for next year of
$8,146,885 will take 6.6 mills
lessthanthisyear’s$7,112.130,
an11.3percentdropinproperty
taxesto pay for the county bud-
get. Thebudget increaseisabout
14.5 percent.

Thecurrent mill rateis58.174
andisprojectedtodropto51.562.

Once the commissioners ap-
provethefigures, apublic hear-
ing will be held on Tuesday,
Sept. 14.

Increases in budgets passed
by the city and school district
will swallow the property tax
drop from the county, but
County Clerk Janet Rumpel said
the total of all property taxes
wouldbeup by about onepenny,
or .013 mills. She said ahome-
owner would see a one-penny
increasefor every $1,000 of as-
sessed value of their property.

A person with a $50,000
houseandtheassessed valuation
of $5,750 (11.5 percent) would
see an increase of 7 cents for
their total property tax bill.
Without the increases from the
city and school district, the
county property tax would drop
about $38 for the same house.

The proposed county budget
includesanincreaseof 7 percent
for futurepay raises. Theplanis
to review each department and
giveraisestomakethepositions
more competitive with similar
counties and cities. The salary

review will bedonein Decem-
ber and the new raisesto take
effectin January.

Rumpel suggested this
would be a good year for the
commissioners to establish a
capital improvement fund to
help pay for future building
projects. Shesaidthecommis-
sionerscouldestablishthefund
by resolution.

Commissioner Kevin Ra-
sure said it would be away to
put money asideevery year.

Rumpel said the commis-
sioners can move money into
thefund from any other county
fund. Shesuggested establish-
ing the fund with $100,000
from this year and adding
$150,000 next year.

“Itisuptoyoutoapprovethe
resolution,” shesaid.

Reviewing the department
budgets, the commissioners
made afew suggestions, with
most of them prompted by spi-
raling energy prices, to in-
crease the budgets for natural
gasfor thewinter, and for gas
and diesel for the sheriff, road
and bridge and noxious weed
departments.

“Thedepartment headsdo a
good job of handling the
money,” Commissioner Kevin
Rasure said. “That iswhy we
areseeing morecarryover that
hel pshold thetaxesdown.”

“They don’t go out and
spend everything,” Commis-
sioner Chuck Thomas said.
“They are only spending for
what they really need.”
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