4 The Goodland Star-News / Friday, September 2, 2005

from our viewpoint...

City voters asked
to pass tax for roads

Fixing the main arteriesinto Goodland and across Sher-
man County isthe focus of ajoint effort between the city
and county commissioners.

Wednesday, the two boards agreed the bests way to get
thejoint road project moving isto ask Goodland votersto
pass aone-cent salestax next month.

Original planswereto goto the state L egislature and get
approval to ask for a countywide tax. Construction of the
new power, ethanol and biodiesel plants west of the city
makesgetting the sal estax inplacenow moresensiblethan
waiting for the Legislature and then a vote of the people,
which could takeayear.

County commissioners agreed it would be better to use
the city salestax becauseit can beginin January if the city
votersapprovetheissue Oct. 18. Thecity then would then
bethe lead agency to rebuilt the roads both inside and out-
side the city. The effect would be the same as a new
countywidetax, or nearly so.

That will leavetheburden of the decision onthecity vot-
ers, but all county citizenswill help pay the tax and enjoy
the benefits of better roads.

The benefits of the new power plant and the increased
populationwill meananincreasein sal estax collectionsnext
year, and with that type of increase, theroad project, which
isestimatedtobeabout $11 million, couldbepaid off inless
than 10years.

Exact wording of the ballot has to be worked out, but it
probably will say the sales tax will end when the road
projectsarepaidfor.

A plantoask thestatefor a$2 million economicdevel op-
ment grant to rebuild the main road north of the Northern
Sun plant could reduce the cost of the overall joint road
project. However, that money has not been approved. The
city would have to come up with about $500,000 for a25
percent match if the grant is approved. A decision on the
grant would not be made before the sales tax electionin
October.

There are lots of agreements to be worked out between
the city and county, but setting the date for a special elec-
tionisagiant step to get theroad repairsmoving.

Today thereisoptimism about Sherman County’ sfuture
with the new plants going in to the west and the success of
Adronicg/Elrob, which expanded from Hays | ess than six
months ago.

Therearesmilesonmany faces. Businessandthejobmar-
ket look to begood. Getting theroadsrepairedto handlein-
creased traffic from new plantsand new residentsisvital.

Over the next six weeks peoplewill hear more about the
detail sof the salestax el ection and the city and county will
hold another open meeting to givevotersthedetailsand let
them ask questions.

Wefed thecitizensof Goodland arebeing givenatremen-
dous opportunity to enhance the city and county with the
approval of the salestax. — Tom Betz
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| hate the hot Weather of summer

| hate hot.

| know thereisapointinthedogdaysof sum-
mer where everyone agrees with me, but I'm
not your average hot hater.

| don’t need aweek full of 100-degreesdays |

to decide hot weather isbad.

| understand the days are turning bad the
minute the sunintensifiesitsraysover Good-
land.

It starts slowly with afew nice days. It'sa
tricktoget youinterestedinsummer. Youthink,
“Nomoresnow!” or “Thisisgreat!”

Theliecontinues, adding afew degreesat a
timetowards hot weather.

Thefirst day it breaks the 80s, | mourn the
passing of goodtimes. It'shardto part withmy
cozy sweaters, wool socksand winter coat.

Next the mercury risesinto the 90s and fi-
nally the 100s.

When | hit thefirst wall of the warm, stag-
nant air of summer, | have a nearly physical
reaction. | recoil immediately and sulk back
into air conditioning.

Winter can’t come soon enough.

| would rather freeze than sweat any day.

kathryn
burke

®commentary

Itdoesn’t matter how many articlesof cloth-
ing you take off, it's never enough. And if
you're hot and naked, there’s not much else
you cando.

A pileof blanketsand acup of hot cocoaal-
ways curesthecold.

| know, | livedin North Dakota. Youwould
think ayear full of -20 degreeswould haveme
yearning for tropical temperatures.

Not me. On particularly cold daysup north,
the air would fill with amazing tiny sparkles
that wereactually dropsof moisturesuspended
inthefrozenair.

The smell of thefirst lit fireplace of winter
warmsmy soul.

| could watch snow fall for hours.

While you get to swim in the summertime —
one of my favorite pastimes—winter is packed

Bush costing American lives,

TotheEditor:

Bushthe“Red Ink war wimp” conservative
—what ajoke! Thebullhead costingthousands
of lives, both foreign and domestic!

In six years, the wimp and Congress have
from Social Security spent $906 billion com-
paredto $706 billionin 31 years.

Therewasa$125billionsurpluswhenwimp
took office, now we have billions in deficit.
What aworlddisaster heisfor Americaandthe
world! Billionsof subsidiesfor himandhispals
ingasand oil industry! and Cheney,

In 1980, wheat was $4.05, corn $3.25 and
fuel $1.15.

Robert Russell

Goodland

Tothe Editor:

I amwriting thisletter to say thank youto all
the peoplewho hel ped uson Friday, Aug. 19.
After avery enjoyableweekend with our
grandchildren, we met our sonin Goodland
to givethechildren back to their parents. Our
son used our car keysto unload our car and
reload hiswith all the children’sthings. We
told them goodbye and they headed for
Byers, Colo.

My husband asked if | had the car keys. | did
not, and neither did he. | said no problem, |
will just call himonthecell phoneand he
can bring them back. It became aproblem
when wefound his phonewas dead. Getting
car keysand getting home became our next
concern.

Wewould liketo thank the Herl Chevrolet
partsman for trying to make anew key that
evening. Hewasunableto makethekey
Sunday but did tape our windowsto keep out
rainwater and pick up the car Tuesday after
making anew key.

Wewouldliketo thank the peoplewho own
the Radio Shack and theAvalanchefor their
helpincalling the police and sheriffs

=1 from our
“E{  readers

® to the editor

departments. Wewould liketo thank the
KansasHighway Patrol for trying to catch
our son before heleft Kansas.

Last. but surly not least, wewould liketo
thank the Goodland Police officers, Sherman
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withexcitingactivities: Sledding, iceskating, ice
fishing and skiing fill thewinter dayswith fun.

Plus, | love awinter hat, along scarf and
warm gloves.

So when hot comes around, | prepare. No
figureon my electric bill istoo much to make
megiveup air conditioning —evenif itisbad
for my wallet and the environment.

| set up camp in the basement of my house,
enjoying thedark, frigid atmosphere.

The only saving grace isthat in Goodland,
the temperature almost always drops at night
and | can climb out of my cave.

Theday finally comeswherel giveitupand
pull out the box that stores all of my winter
clothes. | pack themwith careandforget them
for awhole summer.

| trademy favoriteseasoninfor short sleeves
and cropped pants. Yuck.

| take comfort in knowing that soon, the
tables will turn and cold haters will pine for
summer. September turns into October and
then November and happy daysarehereagain.

Whilesummer hastheupper handtoday, my
goodtimesliecloseahead.

builds deficits

County Sheriff’s Department and the
Thomas County Sheriff’s Department for
getting ushome.

Our son called beforewe arrived home, he
had been to Denver and to hishome south of
Byersbeforediscovering he had our keys.
He had gotten home beforewe did and we
only had 35 milestotravel.
It'snicetolivein Kansas, wherethe people
areso helpful.

Bill and Pat Turrell

Colby

garfield
GARFIELD © WITH A SPECIAL SAFETY NEVER STAND BETWEEN
HERE : TIP FOR ALL YOU BOWS ME AND DINNER!
: AND GIRLS OUT THERE ...
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