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from our viewpoint...

Picking up pieces
and moving onward

Itwasnot easy for Goodland Chamber board membersto
admitthefinancial problemsthey werefacing, andthey de-
serve credit for taking theinitiative to put astop to the spi-
raling debt.

TheFl atlander Fall Festival hasanew committee, and ap-
pearsthisyear’ sevent on Sept. 24 and 25will begreat. The
groupsinvolvedin putting ontheeventsthat weekend have
managed to meld ateam together to get the weekend orga-
nized andrecruitthemany volunteersneededto makeit hap-
pen.
That isgood news with the Chamber stepping out of the
festival picturetotry torebuildonthebasi sof servingmem-
ber businesses.

The fate of Freedom Fest, which comes around in 10
months, is not so clear. If the Chamber is not available to
organizethe celebration, who will step forward?

Withthehelp of the Chamber over the past several years,
theannual July 4 celebration hasevolvedinto quiteacom-
munity event.

Inaspirit of support, the city and county pledged $2,500
each. plus businesses gave another $2,500 to make it hap-
pen this year. This was without the advent of the concert,
which was at |east six times more expensive than the fire-
works.

Therewasagood crowdfor theconcert, butitdidnotraise
the money the Chamber had hoped for to bail them out of
their financial hole.

What should betheanswer for next year?1sthereagroup
liketheonesfor Flatlander Festival that will stepupandtake
ontheJuly 4 celebration?

In past years, the Veterans of Foreign Warswerethelead
in handling thefireworks show.

Thereissometimefor reflection onwhat theFreedom Fest
has meant to people over the past years. Decisions need to
be made about whether it continues to be the larger event
withmoreinvolvement than the shooting of fireworksinto
the July sky.

Under theright circumstances, it is possible the city and
county might bewilling to step up and support anew group
committedtotheFreedom Fest, but therewill havetobepub-
licaccountability of how theprogramisbeingpaidfor, and
what therealistic costs of theevent are.

Asthenextyear unfolds, and new plantsbegintorisefrom
theopenlandtothewest of town, thereisreason to beposi-
tiveabout the city and the county.

Everyonelikestocelebratethebirth of our country onJuly
4, andthefireworksshowiswell attended. Volunteersmight
gofrom car to car asking for money to financethe show for
the next year.

Itisunfortunatethat the Chamber hasfallen onfinancial
hardship, but it may beablessing in disguiseif it givesus
an opportunity tolook at what we are doing, and wherewe
aregoing. — TomBetz
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Roberts gets ahead of bad rap on highways

Pat Robertswasonthe phoneearly theday af-
ter the Senate passed thenew TransportationBill.

It wasunusual, aU.S. senator calling the edi-
tor at 7:30 a.m. to tell him about a project south
of town. It wasabig deal, $5 million to rebuild
K-27 near Goodland.

Sen. Robertswasproud of doing somethingfor
the voters in his home state. It's a Washington
ritual, taking credit for the pork a member of
Congress can scrape out of theol’ barrel for the
folksback home.

Usually, the senator’s staff sends a press re-
lease.

What gives?

A coupleof dayslater, Kansas Transportation
Secretary Deb Miller was confiding in Topeka
reporters that Kansas had fared poorly in the
transportation bill, which gave Kansas an in-
crease of “only” 19 percent in federal highway
money over thenext fiveyears.

Other states, shenoted, got asmuch as 30 per-
cent more, and only five states did worse than
Kansas. The unspoken blame fell at the feet of
Robertsand the other Republicansonthestate’s
congressional delegation.

Miller is a Democrat, appointed by Gov.
Kathleen Sebelius to run the highway depart-
ment. Were her motives were completely pure?

steve
haynes

® along the sappa

Might she some day be running for the Senate?
Or some other Democrat, eventhe governor?

Newspapers jumped on the story, distributed
statewideby theA ssociated Press. Editoria sfol-
lowed, accusing Roberts and the othersin the
Kansas del egation of failing their duty.

When piles of pork were available, they
sniffed, why didn’'t we get more?

The story from Washington is that under the
oldbill, Kansasgot moremoney fromroadtaxes
than it put in. Powerful donor states, including
California, demanded abetter split of the pie.

So Kansas, asMiller put it, got squeezed.

WEe Il beadonor state by 2007, she says.

Presumably, abetter del egation, amore power-
ful del egation, would havekept usontheplusside.

Miller deniesbeing partisan.

“1 don’t point thefinger at thedel egation,” she
told the AP. “1 point the finger at the processin
Washington.”

Robertsisn’t buyingthat. Hethinksmost state

cabinet officerswould be happy with a$62 mil-
lionannual increaseinfederal money. Hecallec
Miller’s statements* misleading and disingenu-
ous.”

“1 view the comments as a partisan attack re-
gardingaprogramthat until now hasalwaysheen
...bipartisan,” hefumed.

Thestate, henoted, hastaken $800millionfrom
thehighway fundtobal anceitsbudget and expand
aidto schools. Maybe, hesaid, that’swhy Miller
isworried about not getting enoughfederal money
tofinishthe current 10-year highway plan.

It'strue, the L egislature has been counting on
abig boost in federal money to finish the plan.
It'strue, they took themoney to financeschools.

The senator warned that the highway depart-
ment might not get such afriendly receptionnext
timethey want him to do something.

Miller for her part said she’ dreply to Roberts,
but not right away.

“lintendtothink very carefully about this,” she
said.

Probably, she'll also bethinking about how to
get money tofinish all the state’ sprojects.

Maybe she could get someone to sue, charg-
ing the state had defaulted on its constitutional
duty to build moreroads?

It worked for the schools.

Intelligent is as intelligence doesn't

By Will Durst

Raging Moderate |

Takingvaluabletimefromclearingbrushon
what apparently is the most brush-infested

ranch in the country, President Bush spoketo |== 3

members of the press, encouraging our
country’s school districtsto incorporate both
sidesof thedebateregarding thedevel opment
of humanity into their teaching plans:

Evolution, the theory that man descended
from an infinite number of apestyping on an
infinitenumber of typewriters, andintelligent
design, theideathat an unseen force (not nec-
essarily God — but not ungodlike either)
nudged our geneswithbig, giant, invisiblefin-
gersto thepoint whereno childisleft behind.
Or something likethat.

Thisisshockingtothesamedegreethat goats
eat shoes. Especially to anyone who's been
semi-cognizant thelast fiveyearsandwatched
Mr. Bush work his backward magic disprov-
ing Darwin with a series of policies stripping
workersand minoritiesandwomenandanyone
whoisn’'t an energy producer (and | ain't talk-
ing methanegas) of their rights. Not only does
thepresident not believeinevolution, butironi-
cally he hasbecome hisown best argument.

Oneof thelogicwedges|intelligent Design-
ersliketojumpintowith both semanticfeetis
that CharlesDarwincalledhisdiscovery “ The
Theory of Evolution.”

“See. It'sjust atheory!”

Oh come on, grow up. What’s next? You
goingtorequirethePrincipleof AtomicForce
attend PTA meetings? What about the Law of
Gravity?Doesaninitiativefor repeal lieinits
immediate future? Apparently all weneed do
istohireDenny Craneor petition one of those
activist judgesand voila... broken vasesand
scraped knees— athing of the past. Hey, it's
justalaw! And abad oneat that...

from other
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® commentary

The theory of intelligent design maintains
lifeonEarthistoo complex tohavedevel oped
through evolution.

Too complex? Oh, no! You mean there are
thingswedon’t know?

Of coursethereare. Wehavebrainsthesize
of peas. And | tell you, if we keep dumbing
down our schools, the concept of fudge will
seem complicated.

Not to mention innocent before guilty.
Wasn't too long ago, people thought a solar
eclipse was adragon eating the sun asit rode
acrossthesky ontheback of agiantturtle. But
that wasjust my UncleBuddrainingasix pack
on hisriding mower.

Now don’'t get mewrong. TheBibleisagreat
book, but it has as much to do with science as
gummi bears haveto do with aerospace navi-

where to write

gation. How soon before2 + 2 equal swhatever
God wantsit to be?

Backinthe17th century, Galileoproposedthe
Earthrevolved aroundthesun, not theother way
around, and was promptly convicted of heresy
and imprisoned for the rest of hislife at atime
when home detention did not include adequate
satellitereception. Inresponseto hispardonfron
theCatholic Church400yearslater, Galileocon-
veniently was unavailablefor comment.

If thesepeoplearereally seekingalternative
theoriesasto how life originated, | got one. |
gotadoozy. Santakilledtheevil Martianover-
lordsand flew us herefrom Pluto on hissled.
How about that?

Hey, it'satheory! And | want to seeit in-
cluded on the blackboard of every science
classroomaspart of thenew curriculum: Evo-
lution, Intelligent Designand Santa’ s Sled. At
least my SantaSled Theory isflexibleenough
to explain the reason for the human appendix
—it'stheMartian mark of theinsurgent.

Palitical comic Will Durst still has his ap-
pendix. Heisa familiar pundit on television.
E-mail Wil at willdurst@sbcglobal .net.
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YOU'D THINK HE'D NEVER
SEEN A HAIRBALL
SCRAPBOOK BEFORE
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